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CHAPTER. I. 

Departure of Napoleon for the Army. — Tirst Ad- 
ta7itages of the French. — Battle ofQuatre Bras. 
— The 42d Regiment. — Gallantry of the 9^d. — 
Opportune Arrival of the Guards. — Retreat of 
the French. — The QSth Regiment. — Close of the 
Affair. — Death of the Duke *tf Brunswick. — 
Error of Napoleon. — Battle of Ligny. — Mur^ 
derous Contention in the Village. — Repulse of the 
Prussians. — Danger of Blucher. — Consequences 
of the Battle. 

^ On the 13th of June at night Napoleon quitted 
• Paris to place himself at the head of his troops, and 

advance on Belgium. The different corps had been 
\ united in the neighbourhood of Beaumont, and the 

"Emperor found at hisjdisposal one hundred and 
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twenty thousand of the best soldiers of France, 
of whom twenty-five thousand were cavalry, and 
supported by three hundred pieces of artillery. 

Prince Blucher, with eighty thousand Prus- 
sians, occupied Charleroi, Givet, Namur, and 
the left bank of the Sambre; and General 
Bulow, with thirty thousand more, was cantoned 
in the country between Liege and Hannut. 

The Duke of Wellington had his head quarters 
at Brussels, in the neighbourhood of which his 
army was so disposed that it might be concen- 
trated in twenty.four hours, and directed on any 
point of the frontiers. The first corps was com- 
manded by the Prince of Orange, and consisted 
of the first and third British divisions, under Ge- 
nerals Cooke and Alton, the first and second 
Hanoverian, and the second and third Belgian 
divisions. It occupied Enghein, Braine-le-Comte, 
and Nivelles. The second division, commanded 
by Lord Hill, included the second and fourth 
British divisions, under Generals Clinton and 
Hinnber, the third and sixth Hanoverian and the 
first Belgian, and was established at Ath, Ouden- 
arde, and Grammont. The resei^ve comprised 
the fifth and sixth British under Generals Picton 
and Cole, and the fourth, fifth, and seventh Hano- * 
verian divisions, and was stationed at Brussels 
and Ghent. The cavalry occupied Grammont ^ 
and Ninove. 

Thirty-eight thousand of these were British ; the 
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OP THE ALLIES. ^ 3 

Geitnan Legion consisted of eight thousand men, 
the Hanoverian troops comprised fourteen thou- 
sand five hundred men, and the Belgians, Bf uns* 
wickers, and Nassau troops, amounted to twenty, 
two thousand, taking a grand total of more than 
eighty-two thousand men, of whom about fifteen 
thousand were employed in garrison duty. 

The advanced corps of the Russian army, which 
was destined to act on the left, was not expected 
to cross the Rhine at Manheim in less than six or 
eight dayd. 

It would have been the policy of Napoleon 
to have attacked the British and Prussians 
before they had collected the formidable armies 
which now occupied Belgium. In the early 
part of the spring he might easily have directed 
on the frontiers a force which they would 
have been unable to resist. But he would have 
injured bis popularity with the French had he 
commenced offensive operations until every over- 
ture for peace had failed ; and when these over- 
tures were made in vain, the insecure tenure by 
which he held the Imperial throne contyiued to 
detain him at Paris. He dared not to quit the 
capital until the Additional Act was accepted by 
the Champ-de-Mai, and he was acknowledged 
by the people Emperor of the French. His de- 
parture would have been the signal for every 
kind of intrigue. Fouch^ was already halfalien-^ 
ated from him^ Carnot appeared to be sincerely 

B 2 
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4 PROCLAMATION 

attached to his cause, but he was at the head of ^ 
party who viewed Napoleon with a jealous eye, 
and who scarcely endeavoured to conceal that 
they merely considered him as the instrument by 
which they could best accomplish their ulterior 
views^ ; nor did he know what might be the temper 
of the representatives whose election went on so 
slowly. The golden opportunity was therefore 
necessarily lost. 

But when the Ghamp-de-Mai was past, and had 
not disappointed his wishes, and when the two 
chambers, though evidently determined to submit 
no longer to his arbitrary will, yet identified them- 
selves with him as the only means of repelling the 
innumerable troops of foreigners who crowded 
towards the frontiers, and whose determination 
to humble, if not to dismember France, were more 
than, suspected, he felt himself secure from in- 
. ternal commotion. He now delayed not another 
moment. He replied to the addresses of the 
chambers, and on the same evening set out for 
his army. 

Arriving at Avesnes on the 14th, he issued the 
following proclamation, which was read at the 
head of every regiment : — 

. *' Soldiers ! — This day is the anniversary of 
Marengo and of Friedland, which twice decided 
the destiny of Europe. Then, as after Aiisterlitz, 
as after Wagram, we were too geaerous ! We 
believed in the protestations and in the oaths of 
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Vtinces whom we left on the throne ! Now, how- 
ever, coalesced among themgelves, they wouM 
destroy the independence and the most sacred 
rights of France. They have commenced the 
most unjust of aggressions. Let us march, then, 
to m^t them. Are they and we no longer the 
same men ? 

Soldiers, at Jena, against these same Prus* 
sians, now so arrogant, you were one against 
three, and at Montmirail one against six ! 

Let those among you who have been pri- 
soners of the English detail to you the hulks, and 
the frightful fniseries which they suffered. 

The Saxons, the Belgians, the Hanoverians^ 
the soldiers of tM Confederation of the Rhine, 
lament that they are compelled to lend their arms 
to the cause of Prinices, the enemies of justice and 
of the rights of all nations. They know. that this 
coalition is insatiable ? After having, devoured 
twelve millions of Poles, twelve millions of Ita- 
lians, one million of Saxons, and six millions of 
Belgians, it would devour the states of the second 
rank of Germany. 

The madmen ! a moment of prosperity blinds 
them. The oppression and humiliation of the 
French people are beyond their power. If they 
enter into France they will there find their tomb. 

Soldiers ! we have forced marches to make, 
battles to fight, dangers to encounter ; but with 
Steadiness, victpry will be ours. The rights, thp 
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honour, the hi^pineM of the eonntry ^ill be 
reconquered ! 

To every Frenchman who has a heart the 
moment is arrived to conquer or perish." 

The troops replied to this energetic address 
with one universal shout, and eagerly demanded 
to be led to the combat. Never did France send 
into the field a finer or braver army than that 
which Napoleon now commanded. It was com- 
posed almost entirely of veterans. A great pro- 
portion had returned from foreign prisons, and 
were eager to avenge their former disgrace, 
^hey were enthusiastically devoted to their lea- 
der : and though numerically inferior to the com- 
bined British and Prussian armies, Napoleon 
entertained the most sanguine expectations of 
beating them separately, and cutting them off in 
detail. His movements were effected with great 
irikill. They excited no suspicion in the enemy. 
The army was concentrated at Beaumont, as it 
were by magic, and the allies were completely 
taken by surprise. 

Ney was the only one of the old marshals who 
had any command in this army. Soult accom- 
panied Napoleon as Major-general, and Grouchy, 
who commanded the right wing, had been raised 
lo the rank of marshal since the return of Napo- 
leon. Incredible pains were taken to induce 
Macdonald to accept an important command. 
Davoust was sent from Paris with express orders 
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NAPOLEON. 7 

to leave no means untried to accomplish this 
object ; but Macdonald was cold, and detenniued. 
At the close of their conversation Davoust said to 
him, ^^ that when the danger increased, 4f not the 
" love of the Emperor, yet his honour would 
*' cause him to embrace the cause of his country." 
To this the marshal replied, clapping him on the 
shoulder, ^^ that he did not want him to teach 
" him the laws of honour." 

On the 15th at break of day, the advanced 
posts of the Prussians were attacked near Thuin, 
and being overwhelmed by superior numbers 
were repulsed as for as Marchienne-au-Pont. In 
this retreat they suffered considerable loss from 
the numerous cavalry of the French. At Mar^ 
chienne and at Charleroi, they made a stand and 
attempted to defend the parage of the Sambre, 
but being closely pressed, they were unable to 
destroy the bridges. Napoleon commanded the 
attack on Charleroi in person, an4 the town was 
taken and retaken several times, but about noon 
the French established themselves in it, having 
already advanced fifteen miles. 

The second French corps, commanded by 
Marshal Ney, which had effected its passage at 
Marchienne, proceeded towards Gosselies on the 
I'oad to Brussels, and pushing forward a strong 
advanced guard, repulsed a regiment of Belgians 
posted at Frasn^* The third corps continued the 
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8 FIRST SUCCESSES OF THE FRENCH. 

pursuit of the Prussians, who retreated in good 
oixier to Fleurus. 

Having here received considerable reinforce- 
ments, aa^, Blucher now commaoding in person, 
it was determined to retreat no further. The 
French made many impetuous, attacks on this po- 
sition, and the contest was continued with alter- 
nate and equal success until sunset, when the 
French retired towards Charleroi, where Napoleon 
established his head-quarters, and Blucher o(!cu* 
pied his former position at Sombref, five miles 
north of Fleurus. 

The result of these various engagements was 
decidedly in favour of the French. More than a 
thousand prisoners fell into their hands. Th^ 
passage of the Sambre was ; accomplished, aQd 
Charleroi was gained with its valuable magazines. 
But the principal advantage was that the cam-^ 
paign had opened with eclat. The soldiers were 
induced to believe that they were once more in- 
vincible. Their former confidence in their leader 
returned. They were again ready to follow him 
to the cannon's mouth; and they confidently anti- 
cipated the most favourable result. 

Napoleon, as usual, profited as much as pos- 
sible by this partial success. The most exagge- 
rated statements of it wefe published. The pru 
soners were hastily collected and marched ijx 
qplumas on the routes by which the other corps} 
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vrere advancing. They were viewed with transport 
by the troops in the rear. Shouts of " The Em- 
peror for ever !'* rent the air, arid the soldiers 
hastened forward to share in the glory of their 
comrades. 

The Duke of Wellington was sitting at his 
desert, and most of the British officers were at a 
grand ball given by the Duchess of Richmond, 
when intelligence arrived at Brussels of the ad-, 
vance of the French. The despatches of Blucher 
represented it as an aflair of the out-posts, likely 
to lead to nothing of importance. Orders were im- 
mediately issued that the troops should be ready 
to march at a moment's notice^ and the arrival of 
another courier was anxiously expected. At mid- 
night he came on a horse covered with foam an- 
nouncing that the affair had become serious, — 'that 
Charleroi was taken, that the French had ad- 
vanced to the very position which Blucher had. 
determined to defend behind Fleurusv and that a 
general engagenkeiit was expected to takp place 
on the succeeding day. 

The drum immediately beat to arms, and in less 
than three hours every riegiment was on the road 
to Charleroi. Many of the officers Mere yet in 
their ball dresses, which neither the hurry of their 
march, nor their anxiety to occupy their respec- 
tive posts had given them time to change. 

The Duke of Wellington, attended by his staff 
^nd some squadrons of light horse, proceeded on 
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10 BATTLE OP 

the gallop to a farm called Quatre Bras, on the 
road to Gosselies. This position was of consi- 
derable importance, as it was situated at the inter- 
section of the roads from Charleroi to Brussels, 
and from Nivelles to Namur, by which Lord Wel- 
lington communicated with the Prussians at Som* 
bref. A detachment under the Prince of Weimar 
had retreated hither on the preceding evening, 
having been driven from the ground which it oc- 
cupied between Quatre Bras and Frasn^^ but 
being afterwards reinforced by the Prince of 
Orange, it was again established in its former po^ 
sition. 

Having arrived in front of Quatre Bras, the 
Duke of Wellington ordered the troops of the 
Prince of Weimar to fall back and join him, while 
he awaited the coming up of the regiments from 
Brussels, and prepared to repel the attack which 
he had no doubt the enemy would soon make. 

The first and second corps of the French army^ 
under the command of Marshal Ney, were or- 
dered to advance on Quatre Bras, and attack the 
position of the British, while Napoleon in per- 
son, with his whole remaining force, directed him- 
self upon thfe Prussians. Ney executed his orders 
with great skill and intrepidity, and leaving die 
first corps at Frasn^, advanced to the combat with 
the second, and as only the second and fiftti di-r 
visions of the British army had arrived, succeeded 
in making considerable impression. 
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Fronting by their namerical raperiority, the 
French attacked some battalions who were sepa- 
rated from the main body, and almost annihilated 
them. A corps of Belgians was ordered to ad- 
Yance with the forty-second Highland regiment 
to support a detachment which was briskly pushed 
by the French] Whether occasioned by the ar- 
dour with which the British rushed to the fight, 
or the slowness and reluctance with which the 
Belgians followed, the two battalions were sepa- 
rated. A column of French lancers, who were 
lying in aiA^bush coocmled by some hedges and 
high standing corn, and who could not be seen 
till they were close on the British, suddenly rushed 
upon them. Colonel Macara promptly ordered 
the regiment, which* was advancing in column, to 
form itself into a square. In performing this 
evolution, two companies were left out, or rather, 
were in the a^t of falling in, when the lancers 
charged upon them, and in a moment over- 
whelmed, and literally annihilated them. En- 
couraged by this, they charged on the square, and 
though repulsed with loss, succeeded in cutting 
down great numbers of the Highlanders. The 
brave Colonel was among the killed. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Dick now assumed the com- 
mand, although he had been wounded in the 
shoulder by a musket bullet. He rallied the re- 
giment, formed them into a diminished square, 
and awaited another attack. The lancers again 
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12 BATTLE OP 

rushed desperately on them, and although once 
more repulsed, did too much execution. The 
Lieutenant-Colonel fainted from loss of blood, 
and was carried from the field. The next senior 
officer assumed the command. Not a man thought 
of retreating or yielding. Again the lancers pre- 
cipitated themselves on the Highlanders ; and it 
was not until the- gallant regiment was reduced to 
less than a tenth of its original number, that the 
enemy was put to flight. 

The Prince of Orange, advancing too far, in the 
ardour of the fight, was surrounded and made 
prisoner ; but a battalion of Belgians, s^ing his 
danger, rushed to his relief, and in a moment res- 
cued him from the enemy. The Prince tore ofl^the 
insignia of bis order, and threw it among the sol* 
diers, exclaiming, " There, my brave fellows ! 
you h.a,\e all deserved it.'' They immediately fast- 
ened the star to their colours, and shouting, " The 
Prince for ever !*' swore to defend it to the laist 
man. They were at that moment exposed to a 
galling fire, and many of them fell as they were 
pronouncing the oath. 

Protected by their numerous cavalry and artil- 
lery, the French succeeded in forcing the British 
positions, and penetrated to the village of Quatre 
Bras. The Duke g^f Wellington was undismayed. 
He stationed himself in an open part of the plain, 
in the very hottest of the fire, where he could be 
distinctly seen by both armies, and there^ issued 
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his orders with as much coolness and precision, 
as if his troops were manoeuvring at a review. 

Some squadrons . of Qf unswick horse had in 
vain attempted to stem the torrent. They rapidly 
retreated along the high road through the village, 
and were closely pursued by the French cuiras- 
siers, when the ninety-second regiment, which 
lined a ditch bordering the road, poured on the 
French, who were almost at the muzzles of their 
guns, an unexpected volley which destroyed every 
man in the direction of their fire, and made a 
complete chasm between the front and rear ranks 
of the squadrons which were galloping by. The 
few who were in advance dashed on. They reached 
the spot on which the Duke was posted, and 
rushed on him and his staff; but they were, to a 
man, either killed or taken. The rear of the 
enemy disconcerted by this unexpected receptipp, 
turned their horses and fled. The ninety-second 
now leaped from the ditch to charge in their turn. 
As they rose, a volley was poured upon them by 
a mass of French infantry at a little distance. 
The staff of the regimental colours was shattered 
to pieces, and the ensign shot through the heart. 
The British infantry cheered and advanced. A 
little further on was a house, with a garden on the 
opposite side of the road. These were occupied 
by the enemy, who, protected by the enclosure 
and the walls, kept up a tremendous fire on the 
British as they approached. The iuipetuosity of 
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<he ninety-second was not to be restrained ; the 
garden and the house were speedily cleared, and 
the enemy pursued to the skirt of a wood. But 
in this short space of time they had sustained a 
loss of three hundred men. Four commanding 
officers were successively wounded and carried off 
the field, and the regiment was now separated from 
the rest of the line, and reluctantly compelled to 
retire. 

At the same time the thirty-third regiment, 
after suffering severely from the enemy^s artillery, 
was broken by a charge of cavalry, and driven 
with immense loss into the wood of Bossu. The 
French followed them with impetuosity , and were 
rapidly making themselves masters of the wood, 
when, mostfortunately,the first division,eonsisting 
of the guards, arrived on the field of battle. They 
had marched nearly twelve hours without inter- 
mission, and though worn out with hunger and 
fatigue, immediately formed into line, charged into 
the wood, arrested the progress of the enemy, and 
drove him again into the plain . But in penetrating 
through the forest their line had become irregular 
and broken, and on emerging, into the open 
ground they found a division of French infantry 
drawn up ready to receive them. Flushed with 
success, the guards waited not to reform their 
line, but darted forwards to the new combat ; and 
the French, imagining that they should easily re« 
puke an attack sq irregular, refused not to engage* 
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The contest was short but severe. The French 
recoiled from the shock, and were pursued up the 
rising ground, when the cavalry of Ney, per- 
ceiving that the English division was unsupported, 
charged 4ipon them. All attempts to form a square 
were in vain, and their only safety consisted in ra- 
pidly retiring to the forest. This was effected 
with considerable loss. Protected by the wood, 
they rallied and poured on the cavalry, which 
closely pursued them, a destructive jfire, that ar- 
rested their progress, and sent them in disorder 
from the field. 

The guards again advanced to the attack of the 
infantry, which had now occupied its former 
ground. Again the enemy was unable to stand 
before them ; and once more pushing on too far 
in tbe eagerness of pursuit, the cavalry rushed 
on them as before, and drove them back to the 
wood. A corps of Bruns wickers now joined the 
British, and advancing together, they finally suc- 
ceeded in compelling the enemy to retreat. 

Although overpowered by superior numbers, 
the Duke of Wellington had obstinately contested 
every inch of ground. By the arrival of the 
guards he was enabled to act on the oflensive. 
The enemy was driven from every position which 
it had gained. The whole French line was inti- 
midated, and could with difficulty preserve itself 
from being broken. The danger was imminent. 
Ney sent in haste for the first corps, when, to hi)^ 
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utter astonishment, he was informed that Napo-, 
leon had already disposed of it, to enable him to 
carry the position of the Prussians at Sombref. 

For a moment he gave himself up to despair. 
All his plans were disordered, and the day was in- 
evitably l^st: but recalling all his self-possession 
and skill, he brought into action the whole of the 
reserve of the second corps, and led them himself 
to the charge. The French cuirassiers advanced 
with much courage, but they were unable to with- 
stand the cool intrepidity of the British troops, 
and receiving a galling and murderous fire from 
some infantry who lined the wood, they turned 
their horses and fled. 

The twenty-eighth regiment now distinguished 
itself. It was attacked by a numerous body of 
cuirassiers and lancers, and being promptly 
formed into a square, long continued to fire from 
three sides at the same time, on one of which the 
lancers presented themselves, and on the two 
others, the cuirassiers. In vain the cavalry re- 
peatedly and desperately charged upon them. As 
the front ranks were pierced by the sabres or 
lances of their horsemen, their places were in- 
stantly supplied, and as their numbers diminished, 
the square was gradually lessened ; but not for a 
moment were they disordered ; not one opening 
was left for the cavalry to penetrate, and at length, 
by their incessant, deliberate, and murderous fire, 
they succeeded in completely repulsing their as- 
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sailatits. Many squadrons of the enemy, howevci*, 
yet hovered round them, and it would have been 
dangerous to have deployed. They therefore ad- 
vanced in square against a mass of infantry, and 
in an instant pierced their centre and routed 
them ; then deploying, they charged in line, and 
cleared the whole front of a cloud of skirmishers, 
which covered the retreat of the main body. 
The terror of the French was now complete. All 
was in confusion. The bag^ge, the camp-fol- 
lowers, and the wounded who had been sent into 
the rear, imagined that the fate of the day was 
decided, and crowded the road to Charleroi. 

The division of cuirassiers of General Roussel 
then presented itself, and held the British ad- 
vanced troops in check. The infantry had time 
to rally. It formed itself into squares, and retired 
as far as Frasn^, where it again halted. The 
British promptly pursued, and attempted by nu- 
merous determined charges to carry the heights, 
but the French fought with desperation, and main- 
tained their position. The engagement continued 
with various success until the close of day, when 
the first corps of the French army, of which Napo- 
leon had made no use, returned to Frasne, and 
the British cavalry arrived from Niuove. It was 
too late for either party to avail themselves of 
these reinforcements, and they bivouacked on the 
positions which they respectively occupied. 

This battle was attended with no result, but it 

TOL. II. c 
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was most honourable to the British arms. During 
the greater part of the day the Duke of Wellington 
contended against infinitely superior numbers. 
His artillery had not arrived, and at no time had 
he more than a few squadrons to oppose to the 
crowd of cuirassiers and lancers who galloped 
round the British squares, and availed themselves 
of the sUghtest disorder to break in upon and over- 
whelm the infiantry^ The divisions were likewise 
separately engaged, and they advanced to the 
combat fatigued. by a long and hasty inarch, and 
without having tasted refreshment since the pre-* 
ceding day. 

The loss on both sides was enormous, and 
nearly equal. The Allies adinowledged a loss of 
nearly four thousand men in killed, wounded, and 
prisoners, and the French a loss of four thousand 
two hundred ♦. The number of prisoners was in- 
considerable on either side. 

Among the killed of the allied army was the 
Duke of Brunswick, who fell as he was cou- 
rageously leading his troops to a desperate charge. 
He had entered on the campaign with almost, 
chivalrous ardour^ and had sworn to avenge the 

♦ A gasconadiDg account appeand in the Fitnch papers. One 
writer says, " A British division of five or six thousand Scots 
were cut to pieces. The noble lord must be confounded. There 
wore on the field dght enemies to one Frenchman. Their loss 
(including probably the. PmssiaiiB: as well m the Ebglish} ia said 
tabe fifty thousai^d men.*' 
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^deatihk of his father who fell in the unfortunate 
battle dF Jena. He had lately returned from Eng- 
land to take possession of the dominions of his 
^ancestors, and on the first news of the landing of 
Napoleon, had hastened with his celebrated black 
hussars, ^nd other regiments to join the ranks of 
the AlKes. He led in person every charge of ca- 
valry during this well-fought day. He was scarcely 
engaged ere a severe wound caused him, for a 
moment, to retire to the rear ; a handkerchief 
was bound round it, and he returned to the head 
of his men, who were beginning to waver, and 
exhorting them to fight bravely for their prince 
and their country, led them back to the charge. A 
slight wound, which he immediately afterwards 
received^ was disregarded. 

Another of his regiments was ordered to advance, 
the Duke was again found at the post of honour and 
gallantly cheered them on. Another slight wound, 
and after that another severe and even dangerous 
one checked not his ardour, and it was not until 
the corps of the enemy to which he was now op- 
posed was dispersed, th^t he would permit a dress- 
ing to be applied. This was scarcely completed, 
when the enemy again advanced in force, and 
threatoied to overwhelm one of the British divi- 
sioiis. He once more placed himself at the head 
of his men, and conducted them to a more despe- 
nOe diarge than they 1^ yet attempted, when a 
musket bullet Jaid his breast open, and stretched 

c2 
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him on the field. His death was nobly wengei 
by his own regiment of hussars in the battle of 
the 18th. 

Had not Napoleon deprived Ney of the co-ope- 
ration of the first corps, consisting of twenty-five 
or thirty thousand men, not all the military ta- 
lents and determined courage of the Duke of 
Wellington could have prevented the most fatal 
results. This appears to have been an inexcusable 
and irreparable error. 

The only hope which Napoleon could reamn- 
ably form of success depended upon his engaging 
ai;id crushing the Prussian and English forces se- 
parately. When he passed the Sambre a corps of 
observation should have been left to keep one in 
check, while he directed his concentrated force 
on the other. But by nearly dividing his army, 
and ordering Ney to attack the British, while he 
pursued the Prussians, he exposed himself to far 
superior forces, and nothing but the devotion and 
gallantry of his troops could have procured him 
the success \^ hich attended his operations on the 
16th. When it was too late, he seems to have 
been aware of his error ; and on the 16th when 
the engagement he had commenced with the 
Prussians was doubtful, he sent in great haste for 
the first corps which constituted more than half 
Ney's army, and was posted in reserve, while he 
committed the unpardonable oversight of not .ac- 
quainting that general of the use he had made 
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of the troops to which Ney looked for support. 
Had a courier been despatched to him, command- 
ing him merely to observe the British, and to act 
entirely on the defensive, ^hile Napoleon directed 
all his powerful masses on Blucher, ^ho \^as yet 
unsupported by Bulow, the danger to ^hich Ney 
was exposed might have been prevented, the Prus- 
sian general must have been overwhelmed and 
almost annihilated, and "the left flank of the 
British being exposed, he might have thrown 
himself on their rear ^ith decisive effect. 

When the first corps arrived at Ligny the battle 
had already turned in the Emperor's favour. It 
w^as evident that the Prussians were yielding and 
must retreat. It was then the undoubted policy 
of Napoleon, to have pressed with these new 
troops on the weakened and wavering battalions 
of the enemy. A well-conducted retreat would have 
been changed to a disorderly flight, and the whole 
army of Blucher would have been put hors de com- 
bat. But satisfied with the advantages which he had 
gained, or which appeared to him certain, and eager 
to repair his error in weakening Ney without in- 
forming him of the change in the disposition of 
the troops, he ordered the first corps to return to 
their former position, though they might now 
have been highly serviceable to himself, and could 
not possibly be useful to the marshal. They 
again arrived at Frasn^ at ten o'clock when the 
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combat was over, " Thus/' as Marshal Ney 
properly remarks, " twenty-five or thirty thou-* 
sand men were idly paraded during the whole 
of the battle from the right to the left, and 
from the left to the right without firing a shpt." 
This error was decisive of the fate of the cam- 
paign*. 

Blucher in the night of tl^e 15th had retired 
from Fleurus and Established himself at Sombref, 
occupying with a large forc^ the villages of St. 
Amand and Ligny situated in the front|. His 
army consisted of eighty thousand men. Although 
the fourth corps was not yet in line, he determined 
to risk a battle here, as the situation was advan- 
tageous. Wellington would make a powerful 
diversion on his right, and he was confident 
that the fourth corps would join him during 
the action. 

On the morning of the 16th Napoleon advanced 
against him, with the third, fourth, and sixtli 
corps of the French army, the guards, and a nun^- 
rous division of cavalry, amounting likewise to 
about eighty thousand men. The morning was 
employed in reconnoitring the ground and inde- 
cisive skirmishing. At three o'clock in the after- 
noon the dispositions of the French were com- 
pleted, and the engagement began. 

* Memorial to the Duke of Otranto. 

f See the Map of the environs of Brussels. 
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The division of General Le Fol attacked the 
village of St. Amand, and, after an obstinate re- 
sistance, carried it at the point of the bayonet. 
General Giraud then proceeded to the attack of 
Ligny, and here a murderous scene commenced, 
vi^hich had never been equalled in any of the 
former contests between the Prussians and the 
French. The troops of Napoleon succeeded in 
establishing themselves in part of the village, and 
wfcile all their efforts could not drive the Prussians 
from the remaining part, die most desperate at- 
tacks of the Prussians were unavaling to dislodge 
their opponents. Every house was fortified. Every 
hedge became a military position. The com- 
batants were in contact with each other. They 
had scarcely room to manoeuvre, and as the ranks 
were thinned on either side, the void was filled 
>vitli fresh troops. 

This scene continued during four or five hours. 
The village could never be said to be taken by 
the French) nor could the Prussians boast that 
for an instant they had driven the enemy from 
it. The soldiers on both sides fought with an 
animosity which disgraced the present civilized 
age of the world. It appeared as if they were 
animate by the deadliest personal hatred. For 
a long time, quarter was neither given nor taken» 
and during the whole of the afternoon nearly two 
hundred pieces of cannon were playing on the 
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viHage*, and scattering destruction amid the 
troops, who in close columns fillect every avenue 
to the place. At length the ground for which 
they contested was piled with dead, which formed 
a kind of breastwork and defence for the com- 
batants. 

While the battle raged hottest round this vil- 
lage, the whole line was engaged with various 
success. At one time victory inclined to the 
Prussians. Blucher led on a battalion of infan- 
try in person, and dispossessed the French of the 
village of St. Amand. Following up his advan- 
tage, he seized on a height whence the Prussians 
had been driven in an early parVof the day, and 
having once more established his batteries there, 

* On his return from France Blucher called on the miUer at 
Ligny, whose premises had been the scene of the most obstinate 
contention, and all whose little property was completely de- 
stroyed. Blucher was plainly dressed and the miller did not 
recognize him. He asked him many questions concerning his 
losses and his present situation. The miller replied that the war 
had reduced him and his family to misery » and that he was 
unable to pay his contributions. Blucher asked their amount. 
Eighty francs was the reply. They were immediately given to 
the peasant, and the hero departed. On his arrival at Namur 
Blucher remitted him one hundred and eighty francs more; and 
it was then only that the miller learned from the messenger the 
name of his benefactor. << His generosity honours him," said 
the grateful Fleming, as he related the circumstance^ ** his 
modesty ennobles him, and my heart thanks him." 



Digitized 



by Google 



LIGNY. 25 

played with most destructive effect on the squares 
of the French. It was at this moment that Buo- 
naparte despatched that order for the advance of 
the first corps, which paralyzed the efforts of Ney, 
and had nearly exposed his troops to destruction/ 
Napoleon saw the importance of regaining this 
position, and column after column was despatched 
against it. The Prussians were again compelled 
to retire, and the French possessed themselves of 
the church-yard of St. Amand, whence they could 
not afterwards be dislodged. 

The fortune of the day was now evidently in 
favour of Napoleon. All the reserves of Blucher 
were in action, while the imperial guard of the 
French, and an immense body of cavalry had 
not yet been engaged. It was nearly dusk. 
Favoured by this circumstance a strong division 
of French infantry had made a circuit round the 
village, and, while a column of chasseurs made a 
desperate charge in front, took the main body of 
the Prussians in the rear. At the same time the 
cavalry of the French repulsed that of the Prus- 
sians on the heights before the village. These 
manoeuvres were decisive. The Prussians eva- 
cuated Ligny in good order, and forming them- 
selves into squares, presented an unbroken front 
to the fierce pursuit of the French. Had the first 
corps of the French army been retained, and now 
directed on the battalions of the Prussians fa^ 
tigued, disheartened, and retiring, the victory 
would have been complete. 
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Tlie Prussians slowiy retreated, and often 
turned upon their foes, and repulsed their re- 
peated and impetuous charges. On the heights 
near the mill of Bussy they halted, and attempted 
to repair the fortune of the day. Napoleon di- 
rected upon them his formidable guards, who had 
not yet been in action. They advanced with bay- 
onets fixed, and carried all before them. 

In one of the charges of cavalry which now took 
place^ Bludier was exposed to most imminent 
danger. He had led on one of the regiments in 
p^*son. The charge had failed, and the enemy 
was vigorously pursuing. The marshaFs horse 
was struck by a musket ball and dropped. Blu- 
dtier was stunned by the violence of the fell. Ere 
he recovered, the French cavalry advanced. The 
last Prussian horeeman bad passed by, and an ad- 
jatant alone remained with him, determined to 
share his fate. The French cuirassiers charged 
by him at full speed, but perceived him not in the 
ardour of their pursuit, and fortunately he was 
iininjured by their horses. Before ibe recollec- 
tion of the marshal had returned the French were 
repulsed, and again dashed by him without seeing 
him. He was now extricated from his h<H*6e, and 
with dilBSk^ulty mounted on another; when, dis- 
regarding the acute pain of bis bruises, he again 
placed himself at the head of his troops and di- 
rected tiieir manoeuvres. , 

The whole of the Prusidan army was now in 
full retreat, and at ten o'clock the firing had com- 
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pletely ceased* The Frem^ di^ not deem it 
prudent to contimie the pursuit, but bi?iOQacked 
on the ground which Aey bMl hardly and l^i^ely 
won. 

The Prussians lost niore than twenty thousand 
men ip this saBguin»ry engageiMUt, Forty 
pieces of cajtinoo wer^ t^keu and several colours. 
The French bulletins confess a loss of three 
thousand men, but the a^etual uuwber was at least 
four time^ as great. 

The fiQK>st exaggentted statement of tfie affair 
were transmitted to Paris- Marshal Soult, in a 
despatch to Davoost, aays, '' The Emperor baa 
succeeded in separating the line of the allies. 
Wellington and Blucber saved themaelves with 
difficult. The effect was theatrical. In an io- 
staqt the firing ceasedi and the enemy was routed 
in all directions.'^ 

Another despateh, speaking of the two battles, 
s^s, ^^ The noble lord must haiFe been con- 
founded. Whole bands of prisonars are taken. 
They do not know what is become of their com* 
nmnders. The route is complete on this side, 
aud I hope we sdbiall not hear again of the Prus- 
sjaas for some time, e^nen if they should ever be 
a^le to rally. As foo* the English, we shall see 
hqw whi^ will become of them. Tbe Emperor 
is there r 

The principal advantage which Napoleon 
gained by this murderous conflict, was the confi- 
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dence which it gave his troops, and the separation 
of the armies of Blucher and Wellington. This 
was rendered so complete that he thought it ne- 
cessary to detach only a small force under General 
Grouchy to follow and watch the motions of the 
Prussians, while with the main J>ody of his army 
he formed li junction with Ney, and attacked the 
Duke of Wellington. But he had suflFered the 
favourable opportunity to pass. The British) 
Hanoverian, and Belgic troops were now united. 
The artillery and cavalry had come up, and 
although they were not equal to him in numbei*s, 
the combat would certainly be doubtful. Had he 
attacked the Duke of Wellington at first, instead of 
Blucher, or had he suffered the first carps to re- 
main wilh Ney, the British would have been 
taken unconcentrated and unprepared, and would 
have afforded a comparatively easy prey. 

The villages of Brie and Sombref remained 
with the Prussians at tl^e close of the engagement, 
but at day-'break on the following morning Blu- 
cher evacuated them, and retired without molesta* 
tion to Gembloux, where the fourth corps under 
General Bulow had now arrived. Thence fie 
continued his retreat to Wavre, where he took an 
Advantageous position on the night of the 17th, 
and again opened a communication with the 
English army. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Retreat of the Duke of Wellington to Waterloo ;— 
Affair at Genappe ; — Interesting Letter of Lord 
Anglesea ; — Positions and Forces of the two 
Armies ; — Dreadful Night before the Battle ; — 
Character of the Commanders ; — Importance of 
the Contest ; — First Attach on Hougoumont ; — 
Noble Resistance of the Guards ; — Repulse of the 
French ; — Second Attack on the left ; — Fall of 
Sir T. Picton ; — Gallantry of the 9^,-^Scotch 
Greys ; — Sir W, Ponsonby ; — Third Attack on 
^ the Centre ; — La Haye Sainte taken by the French ; 
— Desperate Charge of the whole of the French 
Cavalry ; — Gallantry of the Duke ;-^R^ulse of 
the French. 

The troops of tlie Duke of Wellington were 
under arms at three o^clock on tfae morning of the 
17th, and many skirmishes took place betweea 
the out-posts. The Brunswick and Belgian troops 
were on the right, the guards in the centre, and 
the third and fifth divisions on the left, with the 
cavalry in the rear. In this position, the Duke, 
pursuing his favourite system of tactics, awaited 
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the attack of the enemy. He had determined, 
however, when all his artillery and cavalry had 
arrived to become the assailant. 

The intermediate time was employed in bring- 
ing in the wounded said burying the dead. The 
officers of the guards were committed to the 
ground at the edge of the wood which they had so 
nobly carried, and were surrounded by thenumer- 
ous graves of those whom they had cominanded, 
and who had shared with them in the honours of 
the day. As a brother officer impressively read the 
funeral service over theHi^ the romantic beauty 
of the country, the wildness and stillnesd which 
prevailed around, the noournful silence of the 
soldiers, and the tears which some of the officers 
did not disdain to shed, produced a scene highly 
affecting and sublime. 

At ten oVlock intelligence arrived of the retMat 
of Blttcher on Wavre. A courier had been de- 
spatched on the preceding evening, but he was 
intercepted by the enemy. 

Secure from attack on his right, it was pro- 
bable that Napoleon would now direct the ^ 
whole weight of his force on the British position. 
All Lord Wellington's divisions had not yet joined 
him, he could derive no support from tlie Prus- 
sians, and prudence required that ^ contest so 
unequal should be avoided. With that prompti* 
tude for which he is characterized, the Duke 
ordered an immediate retreat, and before eleven 
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all the troops were on the road to the forest of 
Soignies. Tte cavalry covered the rear. 

They had scarcely ccmimeiieed their march vfheik 
the masses of the enemy began to appear. The 
French cuirassiers* and lancers formed the ad* 
vanced guards and pressed upon the rear of the 
British columns. The rata felt in torrents. The 
roads were almost impassable, and the open 
<XR«try could not be traversed even by the ca* 
vahy. On this account the French were unable 
to harass the iSanks of the retiring army, and con-» 
fined all their efforts to the centre which pro- 
ceeded on the high road. 



♦ The cuirassiers of the French Imperial Guards are all ar-» 
rayed in armour. The front cuirass is in the form of a pigeon's 
breast, so as to effectually turn off a musket-shot, except fired 
within twenty yards. The back cuirass is made to fit the back. 
They weigh from nine to ten pounds each, according to the size 
of the man, aod arestixflPed inside with a pad. They fit on by a 
kind of fish-scaled clasp, and are put off and on in an instant. 
The men have helmets like our horse-guards, straight long swords 
and pistols, but no carbines, and if there is a good horse to be 
found, they are sure to have it. They are all picked men, must 
be five ^et senen inches French (ahore six feet English), have 
served in ti^iree caiEk^igpa, have been twelve years in the service, 
and of a good character. 

In close action they were protected from the sabres of their 
antagonists by their armour, except the blow fell on the neck 
or limbs, but the shape and weight of the cuirass necessarily 
impeded the motion of their arras, and rendered them far haferior 
to the Staititfb ia the dexterous, me of the sahre. 
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Many skirmishes took place i^ith alternate sue* 
cess, until the rear of the British army arrived at 
Genappe. Lord Uxbridge halted on a plain be- 
yond the town, and resolved to attack the enemy's 
squadrons as they issued from the place. The 
seventh hussars were oixlered to begin the attack. 
They charged with courage and impetuosity on 
the French, but with their small horses and light 
arms, they were unable to make any impression 
on the heavy armed troops to which they were op* 
posed. They were repulsed in some disorder, and 
with considerable loss. Animated by the native 
valour of Britons, they soon rallied and returned 
to the charge, but the massive columns of the 
enemy . remained unbroken. The heavy house- 
hold troops were now brought forward, and or- 
dered to charge at the top of their speed, and to 
strike only at the limbs. The French were dis- 
mayed at this novel mode of attack, and, unable 
to withstand this resistless torrent, they turned 
their horses and jBed. 

This affair produced the following letter from 
Lord Uxbridge (afterwards created Marquis of An- 
glesea) to the officers of the seventh, which was his 
own regim ent. The candour and honourable feel- 
ing which it breathes are highly creditable to the 
writer, and well entitle it to a place in our work. 

" Brussels, June 2^1815. 

^' My dear brothbr OFFic£Rs,-^It has been 
stated to me, that a report injurious to the re- 
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putation of our regiment has gone abroad, and I, 
therefore, do not lose a moment in addressing 
you on the subject. The report must take its 
origin from the affair which took place with the 
advanced guard of the French cavalry near 
Genappe, on the 17th, when I ordered the seventh 
to cover the retreat. As I was with you, and 
saw the conduct of every individual, there is no 
one more capable of speaking to the fact than I 
am. As the lancers pressed us hard, I ordered 
you (upon^ a principle I ever did, and shall act 
upon) not to wait to be attacked, but to fall upon 
them. The attack was most gallantly led by the 
officers, but it failed. It failed because the lancei^s 
stood firm, and had their flanks completely se^ 
curedi and were backed by a great mass of 
cavalry. The regiment was repulsed, but did 
not run away. No-^it rallied immediately. I 
renewed the attack. It again failed^ from the same 
cause. It retired in perfect order, although it had 
sustained so severe a loss ; but you had thrown the 
lancers into confusion, who being in motion, I then 
made an attack upon them with the life-guards, 
who certainly made a very handsome charge, and 
completely succeeded. This is the plain honest 
truth. However slightly I think of lancers, under 
ordinary circumstances, I do think, posted as they 
were, they had a most decided advantage over the. 
hussars. The impetuosity, however, and the 
weight of the life-guards, carried all before them. 
yoh. II. p 
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Whilst I ex€ulpat€ my own regiment, I am de- 
lighted in being able to bear testimony to the gal-^ 
lant conduct of the former. / 

Be not uneasy, my brother officers, you had 
ample opportunity, of which you gallantly airailed 
yourselves, of revenging yourselves on the 18th 
for the failure of the 17th; and after all, wha* 
raiment, and which of us individually, is certain 
of success. Be assured that I am proud of being 
your Colonel, and that you possess my utmost con- 
fidence. Your sincere friend, 

(Signed) Anglesea, Lieut.-Gen." 

It was not the wish of the Duke of Wellington 
to bring on a general engagen^ent, he therefore 
contented himself with the severe check which 
the enemy's cavalry bad received^ and continued 
his retreat without further molestation to the 
entrance of the forest of Soignies, ^ree mites iii^ 
front of Waterloo. 

At five o'clock the English army arrived at its 
destined position. It occupied a rising ground, 
having in its front a gentle declivity. The ex* 
tremity of the right wing was stationed^ at Merke 
Braine. The enclosed country and deep^ ravines 
round this village protected the right Qank, and 
rendered it impossible for thie enemy to turn it. 
In the centre of the right, was a country-house 
called Hougoumont^ orGomont (Le Chateau de 
Gomont). The house was loop-holed and 
strongly occupied ; the garden and orchard were 
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liiied with light troops, add the wodd before thfe 
house was maintained by some coihpatlies of thfe 
guards. The front of the right was thrown back 
to avoid a ravine which would hav6 exposed it, 
aiid was nearly at right angles T^ith the centre *. 
tt cOnsiiMed of the second and fotirth English 
divisions, the third and sixth Hanoverians, and 
the first of the Netherlandj?, arid Wa^ comndanded 
by Lord Hill. The centre was composed of thfe 
cdrp* of the Prince of Orange, sn'ppof tdd by the 
Brtins^ck and NasSan regiments, with the ^af^di^ 
itfrideir' General Cooke, on the right, and the divl- 
rffetf 6t General Alten on the left, in front W&i 
. the farm of La Haye Sdnte which was occurred 
iti gt^at force. The" road from Genappe to l^rtis^ 
sels ran through the middle of the centrfe. 1^6 
left witig consisting' of the divisions cff ^renerals 
Pic ton, Lambert, and Kempt, extended ^o the 
hfi of tet la Haye; M^hich it occupied, atfd the 
deffiltes of ^hicfr pirbtected the eitreriiity oiili6 
frft aiWf prevented ii from being tuVned. Th6 
€s^ahy wai^ principally posted in 1?he rear of iii6 
IdVoftfife'ceritref. 

i^epttrated by a valley varyfng' fr6tai Haff to 
thi*fei^-fourrtis' of a mile in breadth, Tvere otfiei* 
hfei^hlfe following the b6nding^ of those oh which 
<ht? Britii^h aiiny was* posted. The advanced 
gliarrf-bf flite^rdti'dh reached thes^ heights in ttie 



'ttf Ttt nm.t" 1^1' Iri 



* See plan of the battle. 
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36 THE NIGHT BEFORE THE BATTLE, 

evening of the 17th, and some skirmishes took 
place between the out-posts» 

The night was( dreadful. An incessant rain 
fell in torrents. The soldiers were up to their 
knees in mud, and many of them, particularly of 
the officers who had not yet been able to change 
their ball dresses, laid themselves down on this 
comfortless bed, to rise no more. In the morning 
their limbs were stiffened by the cold and wet, and 
they were unable to move. Few places could be 
found sufficiently free from mud to light a fire, 
and when the fire was lighted, the storm, which 
continued to pour pitilessly down, immediately 
extinguished it. Both armies equally sufiered ; 
but the day soon broke, and the soldiers sprung 
on their feet eager for the combat. 

If the night was terrible to the soldiers who 
were inured to the inclemency of the weather, it 
was far more dreadful to the wretched inhabitants 
of the villages in the rear of the French army. 
It had always been the policy of Napoleon at 
those critical times, when so much depended on 
the heroism of his troops, to relax the severity of 
his discipline, and to permit th^ to indulge in 
the most shameful excesses^ They now aban- 
doned themselves to more than usual atrocities. 
Every house was pillaged. The properly which 
could not be carried away was wantonly de« 
stroyed, and the inhabitants fled in despair to the 
woods. 
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Notwithstanding the torrents of rain and the 
depth of the roads, Napoleon succeeded in bring- 
ing up his whole army, in the course of the night, 
and his numerous artillery, consisting of more 
than three hundred pieces. He had feared that 
the British would retire in the night, and when 
he saw them at the dawn of day occupying the 
position of the preceding evening, he could not 
contain his joy. " Ah,'* he exclaimed, " I have 
them, then, these English I" 

A farmer who lived at the house called Belle 
Alh'ance, was seized by the French, and carried 
to Napoleon, who, mounting him on horseback, 
tying him to the saddle, and giving the bridle into 
the hands of a trooper, compelled him to act as 
guide. Before any of the French troops were 
placed in the positions which they were to occupy, 
Napoleon ascended a neighbouring eminence, 
and acquainted himself with every feature of the 
surrounding country. His inquisitiveness knew 
no bounds. Not an inequality of the ground, not 
a hedge escaped him. He was employed in this 
preparation during four or five hours, and every 
observation was carefully noted in a map, which 
he carried in his hand. 

The ground occupied by the two armies was 
the smallest in extent of front, compared with the 
numbers engaged, in the recollection of military 
men. The English line did not extend more than 
a mile and a half in length, and the French line 
about two miles. This will partly account for 
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^ THE FRENCH ABWY. 

tjl^e unpardllel^d lo^aies :(i'bipb e^ch party siji^iped, 
^^ particularly for tbe destruction caused by tbe 
J^rti^le^y. 

Abotu,ti3iine o'clock the rain began to abate, and 
l^t^leven the French were in full position, an4 
pe^M^iy to advance to the attack. The left wing 
V^s commanded by Jerome jBuonaparte ; the 
ceijitre by Generals Reille and Erlon, and the 
ri^g^^t by Count Lph^y. The imperial guard wa$ 
in reserve. The French army consisted of eighty 
l;bou5a^4 na^n*> the Du^e of Wellington had not 

-TT "^ ^^ ~~ ' — ■ 

* The second number of Buonaparte*s Portfolio, taken at 

Gharleroi on the I8th of June, was published at BrusseR 

Among tke di£fei£nt articles of which it consists, is one entitled^ 

ff Etmffieration qf $me Corps of the Ar^y :" it is a paper im 

the h^n^-vriting of one of B.ijionaparte'^ officers^ aad exhibits ^> 

statement of the force of the corps which fought ajt Waterloo. 

*< The Duke of Wellington was attacked by the seventy-one 
thousand men comprehended in this statement, viz, — forty-eight 
thousand infaiBtry (including thirteen thousand of the gpard) ; 
^^^c^nt1|pu^n4^five hundred cayalry (indudiog four tfaousapd 
<^f the gif a^d) ; sevfe^ thousjand artillery, apd two hundred and 
seventy pipces of cannon. The first and second corps, com- 
manded by Generals Reille and d'Erlon, are comprised in this 
account. 

. MAisha}' Grouchy acted on his side with the corps of Vftn- 
damme and Gerard, which comprehended tc^ether m% thQUsaad 
hqrse. Ipdwjiin^ ip^ptry, tljey mu?t have had a force espial to 
th^ firpt and second, that is from twenty-four to twenty-seveii 
thousand men. He had also the first and second cavalry corps 
upder E^celmans and Pajol, which may be assimilated with the 
^rdandfdurth, stated in tbe table at three thousand horse each.'* 

Thi^.ac^ui^ l^^ing d^iw^ up by one of the staff, fbt the pe»- 
^;^wfipTOp^npf]^olp(^i^l,ecoi^ Jt 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE BUKE OF wHlINGTON. ^ 

more tlMtb sixty-^five tboufsatid. The French regi- 
aents were the very elite of the army : but this 
was the first campaign which most of WelliDg- 
toH's Iroc^s had seen. 

The leaders were acknowledged to be the best 
generals of the age. Napoleon had often frankly 
confessed that the Duke was the second general 
in the world, reserving, with his characteristic 
vanity, the first rank to himself. ^ This acknow- 
kdgment was always followed by the lamentation 
that he had not yet had the good fortune to cross 
him. When he set out from Paris to place him- 
self at the head of his troops, almost his last words 
to some of his friends were, ^' that he was at last 
going to measure swords with this Wellington, of 
whom he bad no doubt that he should give a good 
account." 

was never intended to be published to deceive either the French 
^# tile ftlHeSw A fejkr trdopd, Ihowevcrr, joined Napcdecm in the 
loorning, and increased bib arpty to about ^ghty thoUsimd. 

The historian is perfectly aware that one writer only (Captain 
Batty, in his well-written " Sketch of the late Camp^gn in the 
l^etherlands,") has rated the French army so low. Som6 authors 
teive estimated the forces of Napoleon so higli as one hundred and 
Bfiy thousand men. Th^ have been dtiuded bjr tiie notord 
aiMl esousable wislk to do full ju^ice t<y the exploits of their 
countrymen on this glorious day. 

While the object of the historian is truth, the unrivalled skill 
of the British commander, and the unconquerable bravery of his 
A^^Js, tteed no ftrf^ dtidi exaggerated statements to gain tlie aj[^ 
]^laute attd gratitoJife of the preieAt g&^iktk6n, and the adnur»* 
tioA df ppBten^. 



Digitized 



by Google 



40 enARACTEKS 

Th^ Duke of Wellington had successively vail*' 
tjuished eve^y marshal who had been opposed to 
him, and now, for the first time, found himself 
confronted with their master^ Never, in the an*- 
faals of mtKiefrn warfare, had two generals of equal 
reputation met, or two whose system of tactics 
was so diametrically opposite. 

The plan of Napoleon was simple^ but grands 
It resembled that which, adopted by our naval 
commanders, has raised the character of the Bri*. 
tish navy to the very pinnacle of glory. The 
ivhole weight of his army was directed on one 
point, either where his opponent appeared to be 
weakest, or where success must be followed not 
merely by the discomfiture, but the annihilation 
of the foe; Regimetits, divisions, whole ai'mies, 
w^re sacrificed without hesitation to accomplish 
his favourite object. When one body retired in 
confusion another was immediately ordered to 
occupy its place. " Forward, forward/' was the 
Ohly t^ply to every intelligence of repulse or re- 
Verse; aiid Candour must acknowledge, that his 
calculations were usually right, and his efforts 
crowned with unparalleled success. 

The system of the Duke of Wellington was al- 
together the reverse. Never Was any general so 
sparing of the blood of his soldiers. He usually 
awaited the attack of his opponent. No tem«- 
porary or partial success could delude him to 
compromise the safety of his army : but his keen 
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ithd eagle-eye detected the first error, or the first 
confusion or indecision of the enemy, and, with 
a promptitude as characteristic as his previous 
coolness and immobility, he availed himself of the 
critical moment, and the day was his own. 

For the first time these renowned generals were 
opposed. The previous reputation which each 
had acquired, the kind of rivalry which existed 
between them, and the almost uniform success 
which had attended their different systems, would 
powerfully excite them to call into exercise all 
the inexhaustible resources of their genius. They 
likewise now fought not merely for glory. It was 
not one of those engagements that might be lost 
or won without much influence on the campaign. 
The fate of Europe depended on that day. 

Buonaparte had rushed on with all his accumu- 
lated force. It was the last effort of despair. No 
new levies were at hand to repair his losses. Vic- 
tory alone could procure him reinfoi*cements ; and 
if he was severely repulsed in this engagement he 
was undone for ever. On the other hand, if suc- 
cess attended him, the enthusiasm of the French 
would again be roused ; thousands and tens of 
thousands would flock to his standard ; the country 
which he now invaded would declare in his favour, 
and he would be enabled to protract the war until 
winter closed the campaign, and, protracting it 
thus long, would ultimately foil every attettipt of 
the Allies to crush him. The generals and their 
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42 PEEPARATIONS FOB THE BATTLE. 

troops felt how much depended on the event of 
tibat day, and never was a battle more skilfully or 
bravely fought*. As the troops of the respective 
armies advanced to their positions, Napoieon 
ascended an observatorj f a little in the rear, and 
on the highest ground in that part of the conntry. 
From this spot he commanded the whole of both 
lines. He was particularly struck with the fine 
appearance of some of the British troops. ^' How 
sleadily,"' said be to his aides-de-camp, ^' these 
troops take their ground ! How beautifully those 
cavalry form! Obeerve those grey horse (the 
Scotch Greys) ! Are they not noble troops ? Yet 
in half an hour I ^all cut them to pieces/' 

The Duke of Wellington bad despatched a 
courier on the preceding evening to Prince Blu- 
dk&Ty stating that he expected to be attacked, and 
requesting the co-operation of as many divisions 
as he co«kld spare. The Marshal promised to be 
with him in person, and proposed that, should the 
Frencb army decline the co«ibaty the combined 
English and Prussian troops- should become the 
asfiftilants. 

,« Napokon has nnce declared (with, how much tratb tht 
author presumes not to inquire), that the confederacy of the Allies 
was on the point of breaking at the eye of the battle of Waterloo, 
and if he had gained the victory, their union would have been 
broken asunder in eight and forty hotrrs. 

t This observatory had hem lately erected by fiie» I^rirtiseof 
Onilgei prepioalory to a sitrtey of the cdnnfcrjs 
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When the formidable forces nf tlie French were 
^U drawn up an the oppoiite heights, one of the 
officers of the Duke rentured to express some 
^lann, and wished that the Prussians were arrived. 
" The roads are heavy /' replied his Grace. " They 
cannot be here before two or three o'clock, and 
my brave fellows will keep double that force at 
bay until then/' 

About eleven o'clock the cannonade began, and 
soon became general through the whole of the 
Jinc^ At half past eleven, the left wing of the 
Flinch advanced agsuinst the chateau of Hougou* 
mont. The battalions which occupied the wood 
in front defended themselves with courage against 
the supeiior numbers that pressed upon them ; but 
after mamy desperate attacks the French pene- 
trated to the hou^e. The English were now re* 
infovced by the 2d brigade of guards, who, oc- 
cupyix^ the chateau^ and lining the orchard and 
walls, resisted every effort of the enemy to dislodge 
them. The French forced their way to the very 
doors of the chaieauj but were there received with 
so close and well-directed a fire that they retired in 
confumon, or were charged with &e bayonet . and 
OYerthrown. Again they penetrated, and again 
were dviv^i back. I^ less than half an hour 
fifteen hundred men perished in the orchard only, 
which did not contain more than four acres. 

A^t length tiie^ house and out-buildings were set 
on ^6. A most hoirible so^fie now commenced. 
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44 FIKST ATTACK. 

In one part the combat continued with unabated 
fury, although both parties were enveloped with 
flames. In another, the British, after having re- 
pulsed the enemy, were unwilling to quit their 
station although the conflagration rapidly ad- 
vanced upon them, and the building threatened 
to crush them with its fall. In one of the out- 
buildings the wounded of both parties, who were 
indiscriminately heaped on one another, perished 
by the most horrible of deaths. In vain their 
shrieks echoed through the M^ood. The com- 
batants were too fiercely engaged to lend them 
any assistance, and it was soon impossible to ex- 
tricate them from the surrounding flames. 

The chateau was now reduced to a mere shell, 
and the French were enabled to approach it with 
greater ease, but as often as they penetrated within 
Ihe walls, they were driven out with the bayonet, 
and at length, being foiled in every attempt, and 
having suffered immense loss, they retreated to 
the main body* The British had received orders 
not to pursue them beyond a certain point, and 
contented themselves with continuing to occupy 
the post which they had so bravely maintained. 

Had this position been carried the result must 
have been fatal to the British army* Immediately 
behind it were some heights which would have 
commanded and enfiladed the whole of the Duke 
of lyellington's lines* A reference to the plan 
will convince the reader, that had the French been 
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able to gain possession of it, and to bave planted 
their artillery precisely dt that Angle, their fire 
would have carried destruction through the whok 
of the British position. The reader will not there- 
fore wonder that this was selected as the first 
object of attack, and that that attack was con- 
tinued with such obstinacy. During the whole 
of the day the enemy ceased not to make the 
most desperate attempts to carry this important 
position. 

In the mean time, to cover his real design, and 
to prevent the Duke from sending reinforcements 
to Hougoumont, the action was briskly com^ 
menced through the whole of the line. But when 
Buonaparte was convinced that he had failed in 
accomplishing his first object, the fire of cannon 
and musketry became more terrible and murder- 
ous. Columns of French infantiy and cavalry, 
preceded by a formidable artillery, advanced from 
every point, ascended the eminence on which the 
British were posted, and precipitated themselveiat 
on their squares. In vain the French artillery 
mowed down whole ranks of their opponents. 
The chasms were instantly filled, and not one 
foot of ground was lost. " What brave troops V 
exclaimed Napoleon to this staff. It is a pity to 
destroy them ; but I shall beat them at last/' In 
vain the British reserved their fire until the enemy 
had approached within a few pace^, ^nd then 
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4d ATTACIt OiJ tbE tEFT. 

with one well-directed yollery, letelled whole 
i^ultdroifs of the foe. Other troops succeeded, 
ftttd the French pressed on to closer and n^re 
destructive combat. 

The principal massies of the French were now 
directed oil the left of the British, where were 
postied the divisions^ of Generals Picton, and 
K^mpt. The object of Napoleon in this attack 
was to Itirn the left of the Allies, and by separaiting 
them from the Prussians, cut off the retreat of th^ 
l>iike in thati clirectio*fi; The ^otch r^m^nts 
^splayed all the gaiHati«ry by which they had 
been disfinguisbed in the batt!e of the 16th, and 
sustained the principal brunt of the affair. 

A strong* cofeinm of the efiemry advanced aobidst 
the destructive five of tbe Brilisl^ aartiileryf with^* 
ou<! dieeharging' a* shot. Th^y gained the height, 
atid pressed o», dte«eftai«k^ tb cdrry the p^siti^. 
Sir T. Picton waited not for their attA^fr, b*f 
feym^ing his division- into a soKd' square- AdVauVife^d 
tb'the charge. The Frfench were appalled by tfie 
boldness of thfe maHeeu^vre. They he^itat^d, l!re# 
a« v^tey, turned and fled. Th^t volley wsur fatal 
to one of the bravest commander^ Which the British 
army boasted. Sir T. Picton^ received £? mti^lte«-» 
bait in his temple, and falling' expired vH^oufr tf 
struggle. On' examining the body, i* was disf- 
covered that he had received^ a; dangerous Wotittd 
on the T6th, which he hiad cbncealed' frdfa aif 
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except his valet, and notwithstanding which he 
bad continued to discharge the arduous duties of 
his profession*. 

♦ General Picton had been forty-five years in the army. The 
ftpst active service m which he was employed was in the horrible 
tmrfbfe c^the West iodiet, wheve he was sent wil^ his regiment; 
(the ^6th) on the breaking out of the revolutienary war. There 
he distinguished himself upon every occasion, and particularly 
at the capture of St. Lucie, and speedily rose from the rank of 
Captain to that of Lieutenant-Colonel. 

In 1797> he was appointed Governor of Trinidad. The in- 
jurious T^octs which were eirculated of hi» severity, while he oe^ 
QUpied tkat staiimi, were completely rebutted by the verdict of a 
British jury.. Firmness and decision always marked hia chari 
racter> but they were tempered by benevolence and humanitj. 
Notwithstanding the calumnies of a few individuals, the inha- 
bitants of Trinidad were so sensible of the benefits which they 
had received, undar hb administretioii) that, on his departufe* 
from the island they voted him 5000/. as a testimony of their 
esteem and. gratitude. Some time after this a dreadful fire 
reduced the capital of the island to ashes. A subscription was^ 
opened for the unfortunate inhabitants, and Picton hastened to 
return the 5000/. which he had received from them. 

After a lapse of some years he was employed in the disastrous 
expedition to Walcheren, and on the capture of Flushing was 
appointed governor of that place ; but catching the fever whose 
destructive ravages, thinned the ranks of the British army, 
he was compelled to relinquish his post and return to' 
England. 

He had scarcely recovered when he was appointed to the com- 
mand of a division in the army of the Duke of Wellingtbn in 
the Peninsula, and was the favourite associate of the hero in most 
of the well-fought battles of that protracted war. He was dis-' 
tinguished in the army by the honourable title of »< WelUng- 
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4S THE NINETY-SECOND REGIMENT. 

Notwithstanding this partial repulse the enemy 
pressed on, and at length succeeded in driving 
back the Scotch division, not, however, until every 
resistance had been made which the undaunted 
bravery of the Highland regiments could offer. — 
But the brigade of heavy cavalry coming up, sup- 
ported by the twelfth light dragoons, the enemy's 
masses were compelled to retreat. 

A column of two thousand men bore down on 
the position which was occupied by the ninety^ 
second regiment, which, from the losses it had 
sustained on the 16th, and the galling fire to which 
it had now been exposed, was reduced to two 
hundred men. This little, but valiant band, 
shrunk not from the unequal contest. They 
would not even wait for the attack, but forming 
themselves into line, and presenting a narrow, 
but compact front, charged on the centre of the 
column ; and had the French stood firm, their 
flanks might have closed round, and completely 



ton's right-hand ;** and contributed much to the uniform suc- 
cess which attended that unriralled General*s operations* In the 
battle of Vittoria, his diidsipn sustained, for more than four 
hoorsy an unequal contest against the main body, of iie French 
army, and received, at the close of the engagement, the warmest 
acknowledgmenta^ of admiration and gratitude from the com- 
mander-in-chief. 

It was at the peraonal solicitation of the Duke that he ae-* 
cepted the command of a division in the campaign of Flanders, 
where h$ tenmnated hw career of glory^ 
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annihilated the gallant Scotch. But the enemy 
was unable to resist the impetuosity of the charge ; 
the centre of the column was pierced, and the ' 
Scotch Greys, immediately profiting by the confu- 
sion, dashed in at the opening. The two regi- 
ments cheered each other, shouting " Scotland 
for ever !? and the enemy were, to a man, de* 
stroyed or taken prisoners. 

A column of French cavalry now advanced, 
with the cuirassiers at their bead, to endeavour to 
save their infantry. The Scotch Greys had been 
reinforced by the brigade of heavy dragoons, and 
the most dreadful engagement of cavalry which 
modem warfare has witnessed, now took place. 
'The impenetrable cuirasses of the French gave 
them a decided advantage over the English, who 
could only strike at the neck or limbs of their 
antagonists. But nothing could resist the deter- 
mined valour of the British, and after a long and 
murderous struggle, the cuirassiers turned their 
horses and fled. The slaughter was then dreadful, 
but the British had strict orders not to pursue, 
them beyond the lines, and the scattered remnant 
, of. the French sought refuge in the rear of their 
infantry. The forty-ninth and one hundred and 
fifth French regiments lost their eagles in this bril- 
liant afifair. 

It has be^a a matter of surprise^ that in an eh- 
gagen^nt so sanguinary and decisive, only tivo 
eagles should have been taken. The circumstance 
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admits of an easy expla^tion. Most of the Frencb 
regiments consist of four battalions, yet only one 
eagle is assigned to the whole regiment. In 
the British service every battalion has a pi^ir rf 
colours, so that a given number of English troops 
has dght times as many standards as an equal 
number of French- The e«^le ii likewise easily 
removed from the pole, and on the near approach 
of danger, the ensign endeavours to conceal it in 
his pocket, and thus save the honour of the regi- 
ment. To which it should be added, that in this 
afiair very few of tli^ regiments had eagles. They 
had been restored only to those who were pre- 
sent at the Champ-de-Mai, 

At this period of the engagement the brave 
Sir Willianl Ponsonby felL, He led his brigade 
against the Polish lancers, and checked at once 
their destructive attacks on the British infantiy. 
Never was a more timely^ a more brilliant, or a 
more successful charge : but the impetuous valour 
of two o( his regiments hmrrying them too hr in 
the pursuit, he galloped forward, attended by 
only one aide-de-camp, to restrain their rashness: 
He entered aiiewly ploughed field wherelheground 
was exceedingly soft, and being badly mimnted, 
his horse sunk in the mire,^ and was utterly 
incapable of extricating itself. At this instant 
a body of lancers approached him at full speeds 
Sir WiHiam saw that his fate was decided. He 
took out a picture and his watch, and was in the 



Digitized 



by Google 



ATTACK ON LA RAYE SAINTE« 51 

act of igiving them to his aide-de^arap, to deliyer 
to his wife aad family, when the lancers came up. 
They were faotii killed ob the spot His body was 
found lying by the i»de of his horse^ pierced with 
seven lapce wounds. Many of those whose unma- 
nageafaie courage led to the destruction of their 
ehiefy perished here, but before the day was ended, 
the Polish lancers were almost entirely cut to pieces 
by the brigade which this brave officer had led 
s^inst them. 

Napoleon again changed the object of his at- 
tack, and bringing up a numerous body of fresh 
troops^ directed them on the farm of La Haye 
Sainte. This was a point as important to carry 
as either the position of Hougoumont or Ter Lai 
Haye. If he was successful here he would break 
the British lii^e, and cut off the retreat of the 
Duke of WelUogton on die road to Brussds« 

Both parties felt the importance of the position, 
and nobly exerted themselves, the one to carry, 
and the other to defend it. As the respective bat* 
talions engaged were weakened or destroyed, per- 
petual re-infbrcements occupied their places, aad 
for more than an hour th^ contest was maintained 
with doubtful and equat success. At length the 
aufimunition of the Allies was expended, and the 
enemy penetrated to the farm, and surrounded it. 
Yet even then the German Legion which occupied 
it scorned to yield. They desperately defend^ 
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themse^Ives with the bayonet ; nor was the positioiif 
carried until all its defeaders had ceased to breathe. 

Fortune now seemed to smile on the French. 
Napoleon seized the advantage with all his cha^ 
racteri^tic promptness, ai^d pressing on with im-^ 
mense masses of infantry and cavahy, attacked the 
centre, which was now exposed. The first bat- 
talions that hd encountered, overwhelmed and 
crushed by superior numbers, gave way. Napo*. 
leon deemed the victory his own, and despatched 
a courier to Paris with the intelligence that the 
day was ijron. 

Had he now brought up all his reserves of in* 
fantry, or waited until the British squares had 
been thrown into confusion, by the tremendous 
fire of his artillery, or the desperate charges of his 
foot-soldiers, it might have been impossible for the 
unrivalled skill of the Duke of Wellington to 
have restored the fortune of the day. But fol- 
lowing up his advantages too precipitat^y, and 
believing that the new levies of the Duke could 
not resist the shock, he ordered his immense ca- 
valry to advance and charge upon the centre of 
the Allies*. 



* Napoleon seems to have been afterwards aware of the error 
which he committed in bringing up his cavalry too soon, be- 
fore the^ enemy had been thrown into confusion, or were beginning 
tp give way, and awkwardly apologises for it jn his buUetin. 
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Tke cirirassiers and lancers rushed on at the 
liead of the columns. They precipitated them- 
seires on the British squares. A few battalions, 
whb were slow or awkward in their evolutions, 
were in a moment cut to pieces ; but wherever the 
squares were formed the enemy could make no 
impression. In vain, with unexampled courage, 
the French cavalry walked their horses round the 
the British squares, and dashed at the slightest 
opening; in vain, when they arrived within a 
short distance, a few of them rushed on, and would 
have nobly sacrificed themselves, by receiving 
the fire of their opponents, while the main body 

' ** This done, the Emperor had the design of leading an at- 
tack upon the village of Mont St. Jean, from which we ex- 
pected decisive success ; .but, by a movement of impatience so 
frequent in our military annals, and which has often been so 
£at&\ to us, the cavalry of reserve having perceived a retrograde 
movement made by the English to shelter themselves from our 
battenes, hem wUch they suffered so much, craiwnedthe hdghts 
of Mont St. Jean, and chai^;ed the in&ntry. This movement, 
wliich, made in time, and supported by the reserves, must have 
decided the day, being made in an isolated manner, and before 
afimrs on the right were terminated, became fatal, 

<< Having no means of countermanding it, the enemy shewing 
many masses of cavalry and in&ntry, and our tw^ diyi^ons of 
cuirassiers being engaged, all our cavalry ran at the same moment 
to support their comrades. There, for three hours, numerous 
charges yvete made, which enabled us to penetrate several squares, 
and to take six standards of the light infantry, an advantage out 
of proportion with the loss which our cavalry experienced by tha 
grape-shot aod musket firing*'* . 
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waited to charge on the British ere they could 
reload their pieces, or fill up the chasms. The 
cool intrepidity of the allied infantry baffled every 
^attempt to break them. 

Other squadrons of French cavalry penetrated 
between the squares, and desperately charged on 
*he position which the Duke arid his staflF occu- 
pied. It was their evident object to signalize 
themselves by his death or capture. . His per- 
sonal escort was compelled to be continually on 
the alert, and was frequently closely engaged 
with the enemy. 

The British cavalry now took part in the action. 
It fiercely charged the cuirassiers, lancers, and 
chasseurs, who had penetrated the line, and the 
battle was bravely contested man to man. 

Napoleon saw the error whidi he had com- 
mitted, and the whole centre of his infantry was 
brought forward to assist, and, if possible, to dis- 
engage the cavalry. A close column of French 
pressed forward, overpowered every resistance, 
and marched on to carry the village of Mont St 
Jean, in the rear of the British position. 

The Duke of Wellington felt the critical situa- 
tion in which he was placed, and, presenting him- 
self wherever the danger was nipst imminent, led 
on in person several successive charges. When 
any of the squares appeared to waver, or were almost 
broken, he threw himself into the midst of them, 
and the consciousness of the treasure which was 
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then -committed to their care, rendered them firm 
as the adamantine rock, against which the spray 
harmlessly beats. At length he succeeded in 
arresting the progress of the French, and snatch* 
ing from them every advantage that they had 
gained. They were driven from the eminence 
which they had carried ; the success was vigor- 
ously followed up, the farm of La Haye retaken, 
and the combatants again occupied the positions 
which they had held at the commencement of the 
atfair, except that the French continued to occupy 
a small mound on the left of the road from BruSr 
eels to Charleroi, and from which they could not 
be dislodged, till the grand advance of the British 
army at the close of the engagement. 

With the greatest difficulty the Duke could now 
restrain the impetuosity of his troops. Where- 
ever he appeared he was hailed with enthusiastic 
shouts, and eager demands to be led against the 
enemy. The soldiers were tired of standing for 
so many successive hours exposed to a murderous 
fire, and their energies confined to merely driving 
back the squadrons which rushed upon them. 
" Not yet, not yet, my brave fellows !" was the 
Duke's reply. ♦' Be firm a little longer ; yon shall 
have at them by and by/' 

Tbe attack on the chateau of Hougoumont had 
recommenced, and continued during the day, but 
at no period were the French for a moment in 
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posse3aipQ of it Bringing forward, however, 
some strong bodies of infantry and cavalry, they 
made a circuit round the chateau^ and advanced 
to the eminence by which it was commaiuled. 
Here, as intke centre, the enemy's cavalry boldly 
penejtra4:ed the squares, and for a while appeared 
masters of the position ; but the British <b*agooii8 
coming up, a strange and awful scene of confusi«A 
ensued. , The artillery of the two armies was yet 
opposed and poured forth an incessant torrent of 
round and grape shot. Suddenly the artillery 
would wheel round, and massive columns of in«* 
fantry would advance and either engage in a closei 
and destructive fusillade, or charge with the 
bayonet; whije in the rear of the allied infantry, 
the cavalry of the two armies maintained a gallant 
and doubtful combat. 

«, The thirtieth regiment sustained several charges 
of the cuirassiers. Protected by their iron breast- 
plates, they galloped up to the very bayonets of 
the infantry, hoping that some heart might fail, and 
that the smallest opening might be made through 
which th^y might penetrate; but not in a single 
instance, did they succeed in making the least im-. 
pression. Th$ horsemen bad no sooner passed 
than the regiment again deployed into lipe that 
jts fire might be more extended and effectual. 
They had scarcely completed the evolution, when 
the word was again gjyew, " Refor^i square ; pret 
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pare to receire cavalry/' The cuirassiers re- 
peatedly walked roand this gallant regiment, 
eageriy watching for an opportunity to dash in. 
< The commanding offiter of one of the squadrons 
resorted to a ruse-de'-guerrej which does credit to 
his ingenuity but not to his honour. He rode up 
te the front of die regiment, and lowered his 
sword to the colonel. The officers who stood near 
were deceived . " They surrender, they surrender !'' 
was the general cry, and the regiment would soon 
have been thrown into confusion. General 
Halkett was not so easily imposed upon. He sus- 
pected the offer of surrender made by a corps of 
cavalry whom nothing hindered from effecting 
their escape. " Present, fire," was the prompt 
reply, which probably saved the regiment from 
destruction. 

Quitting the thirtieth, the cuirassiei's rushed on 
the sixty-ninth, who occupied a neighbouring po- 
sition, and, coming upon them before the squar6 
was completely formed, committed dreadful 
slaughter. But, ere the day closed, th6 brave re- 
nmins of the regiment nobly avenged the death of 
their comrades. 

The' first foot-guards were fdr a moment almost 
cut off from the rest of the army, and surrounded 
by the enemy^s cavalry who repeatedly charged on 
every side of the square at once. Their loss was 
necessarily immense, but as the soldiers rapidly 
fell, no chasm was for a moment left. The files 
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ware dosed, and the square gradually diminished^ 
nor would they have surrendered though cut off to 
nearly the lai^t man. At length the British cavalry 
CMne to their loelief, and the few fine fellows who 
wtere left effected their escape. 

In' every part of the field the intrepidity 
of the mlties prevdled, and the French were 
dfiven bi»kto tteir former positions, with im- 
mense loss* 
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CHAP. III. 



Fresh Attacks of the French; — Thirtieth Regiment; 
First Foot Guards ; — Dangerous Situathn of the 
Duke; — His invincible Resolution; — General De 
Lancy ; — Sir Alexander Gordon; — Lieutenant- 
Colonel Canning ; — Captain Curzon ; — Fiiry of 
Napoleon ; — Approach of the Prussians ; — Their 
skilful Position ; — Attack of the Cavalry of the 
Guard;— Last Attack of the Infantry of the 
Guard; — Noble Gallantry of the British Guards ; 
Repulse of the French ; — Advance of the British 
lines ;— Total Rout of the French ;— Meeting of 
Wellington and Blucher ;— Pursuit of the Prus- 
sians ;— Dreadful Slaughter of the French;— 
Sensibility of the Duke of Wellington ;— Humanity 
of the British Soldiers;— Loss of both Armies,^— 
Reviezv of the Battle. 

Now commenced an uninterrupted series of 
attacks, through the whole line, but principally 
on the centre, sometimes with infantry, at other 
times with cavalry, and then with both united ; 
while nearly three hundred pieces of artillery 
played on every part of the British position. 
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TJde.jsteughter was dreadful; yet it would have 
b^ein. greater had not^the ground been thoroughly 
soaked with the rain. On this account the shots sel- 
dpm rose after they had once touched the ground, 
and they neyer bounded aloi^ as when the ground 
is (dry. The shells likewise frequently buried 
th^HiseIyeft> and when they exploded, produced no 
o^f^^,e0ect than existing up. a treoiendous foun- 
tain pf mud. 

» The combat had continued with unabated fury 
n^a,rly six hours, and almost cme third of the allied 
fosii^cq was kiHed or wonnded. The Prussians so 
lo^g and ardently wished for, did not yet arrive. 
T^ Ouke began to fear that they had been em- 
p][oy^d.or defeated by the French corps which 
had been left to observe them. 

The r^erves of the Duke of Wellington were 
now all in action, and the French reserves were 
not yet brought forward. His troops were dimi- 
nished in numbers and worn out with fatigue. 
The brave Scotch division was reduced from six 
thousand to less than two thousand men. The 
sixth divi^on bad been almost destroyed without 
firing a gun. The spirits of the soldiers b^an 
to ((Irp^, and it required the utmost exertion of 
tbe,^ffi.cers to prevent them from yielding tp 
d^l^f^r* They scorned the thought of retreat; 
they werp even eager to be led against the enemy : 
but thus to stand and be murdered without re- 
sistance; was m(%re than they could bear. They 
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were tired of having nothings to occupy llieir ki^ 
tention but the dreadful roar of the artillerf , thie^ 
fan of their cooipanions around them, and the 
mournful cries of the wounded. An indiflbMtice^ 
to life jras fast spreading through their rankle, 
and they resigned themselves to their fate, with- 
out an effort to avoid it. The mind of the 
Britidh Commander was a prey to the most anxious 
suspense. He feared that success was noW more* 
than doubtful. Should another hour pass, and 
Blucher not appear, the batde was inevitably ' 
losrt. Yet he was cool, collected, and appat'entiy 
cheerful ; and while one regiment continued firm 
at its post, he would not resign the contest. An 
aide^le-camp now came with the information 
that the fifth division was almost destroyed, and 
that it was utterly impossible that they could 
l(H)g« maintain their ground. ^' I cannot help it,'* 
said he, ^^ diey must keep their ground wilSi 
myself to the last man. Would to God! that 
mght or Blucber were come.** 

The gallant General D^ Lancy now fell as he 
was anima^ttg and leading back to the <$barge a 
battalion of Hanoverians who had got into con- 
fusion. He immediately felt that his wound was 
mortal, and as the soldiers eagerly rushed for- 
ward to raise him in their arms and bear him Into 
the rear, he insisted on being left to Ms Ikte; 
addinig^ that that time should not be wasted oh 
kim, whicbmig^hft be useftiUy employed iU assist- 
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iug iMlby a hitwt £^Ww who might bt e&abled 
a^Mo to* figlM; Iw couptity's batUaft* 

They 4>beyed him and r^red, but when, on the 
felkMidng moraing, ih^ bloody field was again 
traTenied^ ami tboae who had wvviyed the suffer- 
ings of the night w^re reaioi^d, he was found yet 
Imn^ and to the satisfaction and joy of his 
fnends, hffpm weie ^itertained of his recoyery* 
These hopea^ hofwever , wiere feUacious, Mid he 
^^ in a few days^ pr^^Uy a martyr to his own 
generous disiater^tedness. He te£t a widow in- 
conaolaUe feir his losst, to whom he had 1)ean 
nwrr ied only a ftm days. 

8ir Alexander Gordon was ea^mestiy and a£feo- 
tionately remonstrating with the Duke that he 
exposed, his invaluable life to greater hi^ard 
than any pvivate soldier, when a bullet laid him 
low, close by the side of a beloved conunand^. 
The Duke keenly felt his loss, especially con^ 
nected with the peculiar circumstances that at- 
tended it, and in a letter to tl^ Earl of Aberdeen, 
the toother of Sir Alexander^ expresses him- 
self in the simple and genuine language of the 
heart. 

'^ I cannot express to you the regret and sorrow 
wUk which I contemplate die losses the country 
and the service have sustained ; none more severe 
than that of General Sir William Gordon. The 
glory resulting from such actions so dearly bought 
ia^ no consolation to me, and I cannot imagine that 
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it 18 aiiy to you ; bat I tnitttbereBiilthMlmBni# 
decisiye^ that little doubt wiU remain that our 
exertions will be rewarded by the attainmeiil of 
our first object ; then it ib that the glory of &m 
actioDB in which our friends have faUen» may be 
some consolation*/' 

Colonel Ferrier of the first life guards now 
bravely fell. He had led his regiment to ike 
charge no less than eleven times, and many of 
fliese charges were made after his head had beea 
laid open by the cut of a sahre, and his body hai 
been pierced by a lance. 

Lieutenant-Cc^nel Canmnig likewise now closed 
his career of glwy. lie had been sent by tiie 
Duke with some important ordets to a 
part of tiie line, He had executed his ( 
a»d was returning when a grape-shot struck 
hi the breast. Ashe fell, his friend Lord Mardi 

* A writer in one of the periodical journals lias adopted €l» 
just and subUme idea of the Duke in the following baauliM 
ftanag^; 

I would not check the tender sigh. 

Nor chide the pious tear, 
Tliat heaves the heart, and dims the eye, 

For fiiend or kinsman near. 
£v*n wheo their honoured rdics lie 

On Tictory's proudest bier. 
But I would say for those that die. 

In honour's hi^h career, i 

For those in glory's grave who sleep. 
Weep fondly, Imt emltbg we^* 
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(the eldest s6ii of the Duke of Richmond) hast- 
^led to his assistance. The Colonel, with diffi- 
culty, raised himself up, and even in his last 
moments, sensible only to that enthusiastic lore 
for his commander which the Duke of Welling, 
ton so well knew how to inspire, eagerly in- 
quired, " Is the Duke yet safe?*' " He is my 
friend/* was the reply. A smile of joy played 
round the lips of the dying man, ^^ God bless 
lum!'' he exclaimed, and then seizing the hand 
of the young nobleman, he feebly added, " and 
God bless you,'* and expired. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Canning had accompanied 
the Duke of Wellington as aide-de-camp during 
the whole of the Peninsular war, and had borne 
an honourable part in every action and siege, from 
the battle of Corunna to that of Orthes. On the 
return of Buonaparte he joined his regiment at 
BruMiels, and was preparing to lead it into the 
field, when be received an unexpected message to 
wait on the Duke of Wellington.. He was re-- 
chived by his old commander, with all his accus- 
tomed cordiality, and on the next day was re- 
stored, without solicitation, to the situation which 
he had occupied during so many campaigns. 

Another hero must be mentioned here, namely. 
Captain Curzon of the 69th, the fourth son of 
Lord Scarsdale, and aide-de-camp to theJDuke. 
He was sent with Lord March on a service of im- 
portance, when a grape-shot struck him on the 
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breast. As be fell from bi^ horse, he affectionat^y 
and with a smile exclaimed, ^' Goodbye, March/' 
In Tain his noble friend rendered him every pos- 
sible assistance ; the tide of life ebbed fast. At 
this moment a movement of the French cuirassiers 
threatened an immediate attack on a battalion of 
Nassau troops, stationed near the spot on which 
he lay. Lord March saw the danger to which 
they were cp^posed, and hastily endeavoured to form 
them into square. As hfe was thus employed, and 
animating the soldiers to wait with firmness the 
coming attack, Curzon lifted his head, and feebly 
crying, " Well done, March ; that's right, my 
brave fellow^ well d<me, well done ! " breathed his 
last*. ' 

Napoleoji was furious at the obstinate resist- 
ance of the British. He incessantly took snuff 
in liyrge pinches from his waistcoat pocket, vio- 

III i I I ■ ■ ■ ' I ■ M ■ II !■ I I . ■ ■ ■ ■ * " 

* Two heroes of meaner fame, but whose gallantry was not 
^exceeded by any whose fall has been deservedly honoured with 
the grateful applause of their country, perished in those bjcody 
encounters. Thome, the celebrated and unrivalled Somerset- 
shire wrestler and single-stick player, had been in the life- 
guards about two years. It is confidently stated, that he iictually 
cut down nine of the French cuirassiers by his SQ{)erior gtie/igth 
and agility, when a shot from a carbide laid him low. 

Shawe, who before the war was becoming celebrated in Lon- 
don for bis pu^listic skill, was attacked by six of the French 
imperial guard at the same time. Four of them fell beneath his 
Bsrm, but the veniainiBg two were rilore sutkessful and saerifleed 
him to tbe maiieB of their companions. 

F 
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lently snuffing up half, and throwing the rest from^ 
him tvith a strong extension of the arm. *^ These 
English are devils/' said he, " will they never b^ 
beaten ?** A moment afterwards he added, " I 
shall beat them yet, but it is a pity to destroy such 
trave trqops/' He then, turned to Soult. " How 
well these English fight ! but they must soon give 
way ; don*t you think so ?*' Soult, who had some 
experience of British courage and firmness, re- 
plied, that «* he doubted whether they would ever 
give way/' *' Why ?" quickly and somewhat in- 
dignantly asked Napoleon^ " They will suffer 
themselves to be cut to pieces first,'' was the an- 
swer which terminated the conversation. 

The firequency and impetuousness of his attacks 
were now redoubled,and hehegan to expose himself 
to the thickest of the fire. Although no credit is t^ 
be given to the accounts of the desperation with 
which he-sought every danger, and liis apparently 
fiirm determination to die on the field, yet he 
evinced much personal courage, and was always 
collected, and in full possession of the inexhaust- 
ible resources of his genius. Seeing the guide 
frequently flinch at the shower of shot that fell 
around them, he said ^' Do not stir, my firiend ; 
a ball will kill you equally in the back as the 
front, and wound you more disgracefully/' 

The French author of the " Relation of the 
Battle of Mont St. Jean" says, that '^ Bucmaparte 
now contemplated with a look of ferocity the hi- 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON. 07 

tfeous spectacle of so frightful a butchery. The 
more the obstacles to his success multiplied, the 
more obstinate he became. He was indignant at 
these tinforeseefn diffilculties, and far from hesitat- 
ing to expose and to annibilMe an army whose 
confidence in him knew no bounds, he ceased not 
to send forward flresh troops, and to ord^r them to 
charge with the bayonet^ and to carry every thing 
beCc^e them, tie was often told that at various 
points the affi&ir wa» against him, and that his ' 
trodps begnflTto waver: * Forward, forward,' was 
his only reply.*' 

A general sent t6 infortn him, that he found him- 
self in a position which be could not maintain 
owing to the dteadfdl fire of a terttery, and to ask 
what he should do. " Let him -ctttiry the battery,*' 
wsir the reply, and Napoleon abrtfptly turned his 
back on the aide-de-camp. 

An officer no# approached 'with the intelligence 
tbat'the Prussians were advancing in the rear of 
hii^ right wing; Buonaparte was, or pretended 
to be incredulous. He furiously dismissed the 
oflScer, and affirmed that it was the corps of 
Grouchy, and that his success was now certain 
imd complete. 

Another "messenger rapidly followed, and con- 
firmed the intelligence of the former officer. Na^ 
poleon WonW not yet believe the possibility of the 
fact ; but when he heard the firing of thVPrussrrin^ 
light troops, and ^aw some of their battalions di^ 

f2 
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bouching from the woods, he suddenly turned 
pale, but said not a word. 

No blame can be attributed. to General Bulow 
that the Prussians were so long in coming up; 
They had to cross the narrow bridge over the 
Dyle at Wavre, and to add to the delay which 
this caused, the houses in the street leading to the 
bridge had been set on fire by the French. The 
infantry passed with difficulty, the cavalry and 
artillery with greater, and the ammunition was 
compelled to wait till the fire was completely ex- 
tinguished. When they were arrived at St. Lam- 
bert, the defiles and the badness of the roads oc- 
casioned a further and unexpected delay, and it 
was with the utmost exertion that they reached the 
scene of action before the fate of the day was de- 
cided. As soon as two brigades were arrived, 
Bulow commenced the attack. 

By referring to the plan the reader will see 
how well selected was the spot at which the Prus- 
sians issued from the woods. It was proposed to 
advance above Fritchemont, but the peasant who 
guided them objected to this, and proposed to de- 
scend lower down the vale, and penetrate nearer 
Planchenoir, and more in the rear of the Freocli 
reserves. " Then," said he, " we shall t^ke 
them all/' 

The moment at which they arrived w^ xw^t 
critical ; and one shudders tp think th^ jthis in- 
portant affidr depended on the knowledge md 
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fidelity of a single peasant. Had lie guided them 
wrong, — had be led them into>a neighbouring 
hollow way impassable to cannon,— or had Bu- 
low's army comcf up one hour later, the British 
would hare been compelled to retreat, and conse- 
quences inevitably fatal to the whole campaign 
must haye ensued. 

For a while Napoleon mused in silence. He 
felt the critical situation in which he was now 
placed, and not believing that the main body of 
the Prussians could come up for some hours, he 
hoped that success was yet in his power. He de- 
termined to attack the weakest part of the British 
line with his whole concentrated force, and thus 
eiideavour to beat the Duke before his reinforce- 
ments could arrive. Leaving, therefore, the sixth 
corps to keep the Prussians in check, he brought 
forward the whole of the cavalry of his guard, 
and directed it on the centre of tiie British po- 
tuition. The shock wi^ irresistible. The allied 
troops gave way ; the heights were carried, and 
several of the guris were in the power of the 
French. But the Duke of Wellington was on 
the spot, and nil was soon repaired. He placed 
bimsdf at the head of some English and Bruns- 
wickers. He addressed to them a few sentences, 
with which he well knew how to inflame their 
ardour, and led them against the enemy, who, 
fluked with success, were proudly advancing to 
the very rear of his lines. In a moment the vie- 
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tory was rescued frpm their grai|>. The artillery 
which they^hud taken w^s abandoned in haste, 
and tbeiy fled witb.precipitation. 

In this period of the engagement, the Prince of 
Orange received a musket-ball iu hi» arm, which 
lodged in the shoulder, as he was rallying some 
of his troops who had shrunk from the impetuous 
atta.ck of the French. In a previous stage^of the 
combat he had ba^n hurried away by the ardour 
of the fight, and made prisoner ; but a battaUon 
of his troops rushing to his assistance, immedi- 
ately effected his rescue. 

In the mean tm^ the troops of Count l^b^\x 
had repulsed the advanced guard of the Pru^si^wis, 
and driven them again into dpe wopds. Wjth^iut 
weakeninghis first line, or disaUipg himi^lf from 
continuing hii^ murderous phairges against the 
centre of the British^ he had despatched nevly 
one hundred pieces of cannon^ and the whole ^f 
the reserve of his right wing against the Frus^iaM. 
Animated by this sucqeos, and at the same tii^ie 
sensible how neoe^s^ry it was for him to avail 
himself of i^ Nitpoleon c^useid it to«be an- 
nounced jto his troops that General Grouchy ap- 
proached, and would cut to piepes the few Prus- 
sians who were boVering on his right ; aod tb^ 
xiutti^g himself at the head of his guard, ponsiiiting 
of fifteen hpiD^pnri i»en, he made one last de- 
jperate efibrt on the centre of the British. He led 
them on till he can|f to a jh^Upw pwt oi tilie roiMl» 
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where he 8l^{^ed under a rayioe, protected from 

Ihe fire of the British artillery. Here he ha^ 

t^ngued faiB troops. He reminded them how 

•often he had relied on their yalqur in cases of 

^emevgeacy, and tlmt he had neyer appealed to 

them in vain. He told them that the enemy, di- 

initiished in numbers and almost annihilated, 

could o£fer no effectual resistance, and that they 

liad nothing to encounter but an artillery, which 

was indeed numerous and formidable, but which 

they would easily carry with the bayonet. Th^ 

answered with a shout of enthusiasm, a^d the cry 

of " The Emperor for ever !" was distinctly heard 

as far as the British lines. 

The Allie)*^ imagined that Napoleon Was about 
to attack them in person, and &r from being inti- 
midated, rejoiced that they would haye an importu- 
nity of shewing him of what the soldiers of Wel- 
lington were capable. The Emperor, however, 
remained secure Under the rising bank, and his 
brave and devoted troops defiled before him under 
ibe command of Ney, and ascended the emiAenee. 

They marched on with a firm and steady st€|>, 
and in dead silence. The iilte of die battle -; the 
fate of Eiarope depended upon them. The fire of 
the Alttes abated ; and with indescribable fedings 
of aoKietyi^awe, aiKl admiration, theycontanplated 
the approach of the chosen troops of France, the 
lMttttdi<»is who w^re &e tenror of Europe, and 
mho had neyter yet been vanquished. But the 
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pause was only momentaiy. Every cannon seemed 
to open at cmce on the foe, and swept whole ranks 
away. As the front ranks fell, others in an 
instant rushed forward to fill up the chasms, and 
with stem and uubrdcen front, the imperial guard 
continued to advance. 

Some Brunswickers first attempted to oppose 
them : but after an ineffectual resistance, they 
were defeated with immense slaughter. The 
French penetrated within the lines. It seemed 
impossible for the Duke to rally a sufficient. ftm^ 
to arrest their progress. They carried every thing 
before them, and once more, in this strange and 
evefttful battle, the victory was Napoleon*s. 

In a hollow of the ground, immediately in front 
of the Freilch, and protected from the fire of their 
jartillery, lay a regiment of the British guards. 
The Duke of Wellington was close behind them. 
He had placed himself on a ridge, and declared 
that he would not move from it. This was suf- 
ficient to render his troops invincible. They 
wouW now,^ as Soult had justly declared j rather 
have stiiSei^d themselves to be cut to pieces, Uian 
txpo^c 1hfeir*fefe!oved commander to peril. ' 

The redoubted imperial guahl still advanced. 
They apprmched within a hundred yards, when 
<%e I>^e s(uddenly exclaimed ^' Up gu^^ik^ abd 
at tttrtn?* ' The un€ixpected apparition ' of this 
fthe^body^*f men staitle* the FreiftA fcwttnliwis, 
aA(i>«hey-budd€Bly paused; but tmniediately re- 



Digitized 



by Google 



OP THl FRBNCH. 73 

coyering tfaemselTes, they advanced more rapidly. 
At a given signal, their artillery filed off to Jthe 
right and the left. They approached within 
twenty yards of their opponents, and were in the 
act of dai^ing upon them with the bayonet ; when 
a volley was poured upon them by the British 
which staggered them, and literally knocked them 
back with its shock. A secoild volley threw them 
into greater confusion, and ere they had time to 
deploy or to manceuvre, the British cheered and 
rushed furiously upon them. They waited not to 
receive the attack, but suddenly turning fled in 
disorder. 

The British were eagerly pui*suing, when a 
regiment of sharp-shooters, which had accom- 
panied and protected the advancing column, at- 
tacked them, and did considerable execution; 
but the British immediately rallied, and again 
cheering as before, charged on their new antago- 
nists. They likewise refused to receive the shock, 
and followed the route of their companions. 
Again the French rallied, and opened a galling 
and destructive fire on their pursuers, but as soon 
as they were within charging distaaoe uniformly 
gave way. 

Napoleon saw the whole, from the hollow in 
whicb be was concealed. He gn^Bhed .his iteeth 
^ith rag€u . He wiirtied to rally the fugitives^ and 
leaA\timm oa to, one effort more ; but BertranA 
and Bronet threw Aiemselves before bim, wd re- 
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presenting havr much the safety of France and the 
army depended on ibis life, besought him to for- 
ebear. Napoleon suffered himself to be persuaded , 
and seeing that all was lost, hurried from that 
j)art of the field. 

The main body of the Prussians had now ar- 
rived, and althongh they were Iw-avely opposed by 
the troops of General Lobau, whom not even these 
new assailants could dishearten; perceptibly 
^ined ground^. At this critical conjuncture, 
intelligence was brought to Blucher that the corps 
which he had left at Wavre was pressed by a 
superior force, and that they could with difficulty 
maintain their position. This news, however, 
made little impression on the hero. A reverse at 
.Wavre he well knew could easily be repaired. 
The decisive battle must be fought on the 
ground which he now occi^pied. Without, there- 
fore, pausing a moment, or despatching a single 
battalion to General Thielman at Wavre, he 
pressed more vigcwously on the French. The 
troops of General Ziethen likewise now arrived 
on the left of the British position • 

*■ Tke PnmMOB esoMdfy adcnofwMge in tMr oftcktl Ac- 
count, ** that the enemy did not lose his presence of mind;«- 
that a murderous conflict ensued, and that the combat long re- 
mained uncertain.'' It betrays unpardonable ignorance and illi- 
1»ertflity to assert, as some recent visitors to Flanders have done^ 
dbeti the fmch tme 4eiieient in courage, or that the battte 
wmfm^'^i'w. 9iMkwritfen live iBDtttwai^lM^w much dicydt* 
tract from the gloiy of the victors. 
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The countenance of Wellington again bright- 
ened into a flniile. ^' There gdes old Blucber at 
last," he -exclain^d. " We shall heart them yet/' 
TliedecisiTe moment had arrived, and the Duke 
promptly availed himself of it. He ordered the 
nrhole line supported by the artillery and cavalry 
.to charge, tiis troops replied with one universal 
about and bastened to the attack. Nothing cpuld 
o^esist their impetuosity. The .French fought 
with bravery and desperation ; but fthek- firot liine 
wtas speedily broken through ; the second afforded 
little more resistance, and complete confusion imd 
route ensued. 

Four squares of the old imperial ^ard yet re- 
mained* With jthese N$^leon endeavoured to 
cover his retreat, which was now inevitable;; h^t 
they were embarrassed and borne away by tlie 
orowd of fugitiveB, and unable t0 re«fit Ihe 
ovierwhelming forte of Engliah and Prussians 
"which now pressed upon Iheo^ They defended 
themselves with a ^(alhaitry iw,hich excited the 
admiffttion lof ibHr foes. The Duke of Wetfing- 
tM would have ]»revettted the ^useless sacrifice of 
their tiveg, and suaamoned Ih^m to s^irender. 
B6t, with a high sease of military honour which 
we are compelled t» regard with respect and vt- 
aeration, though we think that.it was here ef* 
roneoiis and overstrained, they rinsed to, yield, 
and slowljr retreating iaeh by ittdb, were aloiott 
entirdy aanihilated. ■ t 
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With their destruction the contest ended. No 
further resistance was opposed; and the con- 
querors had little more to doy than to pursue the 
fugitives, and massacre those who would not 
surrender. 

Near La Belle Alliance, a farm in the rear of 
Napoleon's position, Wellington and Blucher ac- 
cidentally met, and embraced each other with 
transport. The son of Blucher says with great 
naiveti, * Father Blucher embraced Wellington 
in such a hearty manner, that every body who 
was present said it was the most affecting scene 
that could be imagined.' Blucher proposed to 
continue the pursuit^ during the night with his 
troops, who were comparatively fresh, and Wel- 
lington, recalling his battalions, who had been 
more than twelve hours under arms, and whom 
fatigue and want of food had completely ex- 
hausted, drew them up on the hill, and giving 
the Prussians three cheers as they passed, returned 
to the bivouack of the foregbing night. 

The tremendous scenes of the day were sur- 
|>a8sed by the horrors of the night. The sun had 
long gone down, but no friendly darkness shel- 
tered the fugitives, and an unclouded moon, near 
her full, lighted the destroyers to their prey. The 
French fled in a confusion as extraordinary as the 
lengthened and murderous contention of the day; 
Lancers, dragoons, infantry, artillery, and cui- 
rassiers ; guns, waggons, tumbrihi, and carriages 
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of ^Tery description, formed one mingled and im- 
penetrable mass. The road was often literally 
choked with them. Not even the fear and despera- 
tion *of the runaways could open a way of escape, 
until the impetuous charge of the pursuers broke, 
through all impediment, and swept away every 
thing before them. 

Some few officers, with Marshal Ney at their 
head, whose treason to his Prince and his coun- 
try not even the noble intrepidity which he dis- 
played on this falal day could expiate, endea- 
voured to rally the scattered troops, and form a 
. feeble rear-guard to check the furious pursuit of 
the conquerors. For a moment they succeeded. 
Some battalions of the guard obeyed the voice of 
their leaders, and endeavoured to protect the retreat 
of their army, but the first charge of the Prussians 
broke and dispersed them. Again they rallied, 
and again were overwhelmed. At length all the 
regiments were completely dispersed, no attempt 
at further resistance was made, and every one fled 
vrith the utmost precipitation. The confusion 
increased every moment, and at the distance of 
thirty miles from the field of battle it wa3 ixnposh 
sible to rally a single squadron. 

The Prussians continued the pursuit duriijuif 
the. whole of the night, and, it must be op^fess^d^ 
lyere tQo intent op the work of death. It xaay bp 
pleadjed^ QAt^as.a, justification, but as some e^ 
plajturfpioii, of tj^ fi^Q<}ious joy witl^ whioh tth^y 
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followed and destroyed the fugitives, that a mu- 
tual and deadly hatred animated the Prussians and^ 
the French. In tfa^ battle of the Hlh the former 
had asked) and the latter had ^iv^n little quarter^ 
and on the night of the 18th the slaughter of the 
fqrmer day was amply revenged; A Germ^Mi ofL 
ficer states, that ^Vin the town of Genappe alone^ 
six miles from the field of battle, eight hundred 
lay dead, who had suffered themselves^ to be cat< 
down like cattle/' The Brunswick cavalry, though^ 

-they had borne their full share in all the fatigaefi^ 
of the day,' petitioned that they might be per^ 
ndtted tojpioin the pursuit j The destruction cm 
the field of battle had not^ in their estinimtion^ 
sufficiently atoned for the death of their belovedb 
leader^ They neo w eagerly headed the . chases, and 
their savage ferocity knew no bounds^ Not a man 
whom they could sacrifice to the manes of their 
prince was spared. As they charged through • Ge^ 
nappe^ General Duchesme, who then conftmandedt 
the resur*guard of the French, was standiiyg atthe 
gate of an inn. One of the Branswiek black hus^ 
SM3, perceiving that he was a superior officer^ 
rode up to him» and instantly cut f him doim, eK^" 
claiming, " The duke fell the day before yester- 
day, and thou also shalt bite the dust.'^ 
In serial of the villages the officers repie^tedly 

^ittenqited* to rally the troops, andUo maintein 
themselves under protection of the houses. Btit' 
aujnexplieable panic had seized on every heart,. 
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and they whose bravery had, a few hours before, 
excited the wannest admiration of their enemies, 
were now incapable of the least resistance. The 
dram or trumpet of the Prussians was no sooner 
heard at a distance, than they forsook their ranks, 
abandoned' their hasty defences, and fled in 
every direction with all the rapidity which their 
fatigue imd exhaustion would permit. 

It was at Genappe that the last stand was made. 
The French there found some cannon which had 
had been early withdrawn from the fields or which 
had not reached the scene of action. These were 
speedily placed in the most advantageous posi- 
tion. Some waggons and carriages were over- 
turned, and the streets completely blockaded. 
Intrenched behind this defence, they awaited 
with seeming resolution the approach of the 
enemy, and commenced a brisk fire of artillery 
and musketry. The Prussians halted for an instant, 
and bringing up a few light pieces, directed them 
on the French intrenchments. But after a few dis- 
charges, they were unable to restrain their impe- 
tuosity, and rushed on to carry the place by assault. 
The French were panic*struck. They abandoned 
a position which they might have long success- 
fully defended, and thus saved the wreck of their 
army, and once more betook themselves to flight. 
The Prussians and Brunswickers galloped through 
the streets, and massacred, without remorse, every 
Frenchman who fell in their way. No resistance 
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was oflered after this ; yet the slauj^tercontinue^ 
with unabated fury. 

Those of the French who had early escaped 
from the field, and who had been able to continue 
their flight without much impediment, did not 
expect to be so closely pursued. Worn out with 
fatigue, and fainting from want of food, they 
halted at some of the villages to recruit their 
exhausted powers. But they had scarcely tasted 
their repast, when crowds of fugitives precipitated 
themselves upoii them, exclaiming that the Prus^ 
sian9 were coming. , The blast of the trumpet too^ 
soon confirmed the intelligence, and they were 
driven from one bi vouack to another until the victors 
were glutted with slaughter, or they were unable 
longer to continue the pursuit from mere fe- 
tigue. 

At Charleroi, Napoleon himself attempted to 
arrest the flight of the troops. He planted a com-, 
pany of grenadiers^on the bridge with fixed bay-, 
onets. But the immense crowd which pressed^ 
on, continually urged to new efibrts by the cries, 
of "The Pipussians, tjie Prussians!" reiterated in 
the rear, overpowered all opposition. / The gre- 
nadiers were totally unable to stem the torrent, 
and it was not until they had passed the Sambre that 
the French dared to imagine that they were safe. 

At break of day the feeble wreck of the French 
army began to arrive at Charleroi and Marchi- 
enne, where they eagerly pressed on, to repass 
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the Sliflibre. Three days before they bad proudly 
trarersed these places as conquerors. Now they 
stde fearfully throug;h^ as if dreading to be re- 
cognised, or to find an avenging enemy in die 
peaceable inhabitants. 

The most melancholy part of the cavalcade was 
the long column of wounded, who clung to each 
other, as if they sought cdnsolatton or protectioA 
in the contemplation of each other's misery. 
Some of them crept slowly along on foot. Others 
were mounted on the hov^es which they had 
forcibly taken from the waggons that had been 
abandoned on every step of the road. They were 
pale, enfeebled, and covered with the bloody 
rags with which they had hastily bound up their 
wounds. 

As they appi^ach^ the bridge the horrible 
scenes of Genappe were renewed. The road 
taken, suddenly became considerably narrower. 
It had previously, been completely filled with the 
strangely mingled column of the retreating army^ 
But nowi when the space was contrftcted^ all 
passage was obstructed. Hor^emen^infantry, atid 
carriages rushed on, contencting who should 
cross first. The stronger unfeejiagly thrust aside^ 
or trampled upon the weaker, and too often drew 
their sabres, or their bayonets pn those who of' 
fared any resistance. Many were crushed by the 
wheels of the waggons or artillery, so that at 
length the heaps of dead bodies, continually in- 

TOIi. II. 6 
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creasing, formed an almost insurmountable ob- 
stacle. 

At this dreadful moment the enemy appeared* 
The confusion now redoubled. Some hastily cut 
the traces of their horses, and springing upon 
them, abandoned their carriages, and forced their 
way through the crowd. Others turned off 
at the foot of the bridge, and driving furiously 
al(mg the banks of the Sambre, sought for a 
passage, and at length madly plunging in, were 
swept away by the torrent. Many hundreds who 
had been congratulating themselves on their 
escape^ perished here at a distance of thirty miles 
from the field of battle. 

Part of the army, which had early retreated^ 
hoping that the pursuit would cease here, and 
that the Sambre would afford them a secure de* 
fence, had bivouacked on the right side of tiie 
river. The neighbouring meadows were crowded 
with groups of soldiers, hastify cooking that food 
the long want of which had deprived tbem of all 
remaining strength, or stretched on the gras&» 
enjoying that repose which was even mere nece^ 
sary than food . But wjben this scene of confusion 
c<mimenced, and the shouts of the Prussians were 
heard, their slumbers were immediately broken, 
their food was left unta^ted, and once more they 
betook themselves to flight. 

A little beyond Charleroi two roads f>resented 
themselves, one of which c<»iduGted to Avesiiei^aiHl 
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the other to Pfiilippeville; Napoleon , confident of 
victory, had formed no regulat* plan in case of 
retreat. No general was at hand to direct their 
route, and the army divided, as inclination or 
chance determined. The greater part' pui-sued 
the road to Avesnes, while others tuhied to the 
left, and fled towards PhilippeTille. Great num- 
bers abandoned the high road, and, as their only 
refuge from the enemy's cavalry, threw themselves 
into the neighbouring woods. Thus the army 
became gradually dispersed, and at length nearly 
disappeared. 

Wandering through the woods, wherever chance 
directed their way, they spread alarm through 
the country. The unfortunate inhabitants now 
received the first tidings of the success, and the 
irreparable defeat of the French army ; and at the 
moment when they were congratulating themselves 
that the theatre of war was so far removed fi'om 
them, learned, to their unutterable despair, that 
ttiey would soon become the prey of an enemy 
whom a victory so dearly bought had rendered 
ten-fold more ferocious. The fortified towns 
quickly closed their gates against the fugitives, 
who brought with them disordei* and despair. At 
some places, the runaways were forcibly driven 
away, and thus being compelled lo spread them- 
selves over the neighbouring country, they aban- 
doned tfaemiselves to every species of excess. 

Wliik the galbiBt Blucher was employed in 
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I^rsuffig <he flying enemy, the Dute of Welling- 
ten slowly led* hii army over the fidd of battle- 
The noiite andeonftision which so lately reigned 
wi^rebeardno morefy and all was hushed and still ; 
flfdre when the moans of the wounded, or the ago- 
ttizing shrieks of the dying burst upon the ear. 
The moon riding in unveiled majesty shed a pale 
atid tnouraffil light on the horrors of the scene. 
When the Uuke contemplated the piles of dead 
which were heaped on every side^ and thought, 
with the lives of how many brave fellows the glory 
€fS that day hiad been bought, and how many 
heai^ts even the joyful news of this victory would 
sadden, the sternness of the soldier was forgotten ; 
iiie feelings of the nmn resumed' their power, and 
hebnrst into tiears*. 

' ■ r I. f ; i.^ :. 

* How different were the feelings Which his opponent dis- 
jflayed on similar occasions ! When a body of recruits joined'the 
army, the favourite expression of Napoleon was, ^* Ah ! there is 
more food for the cannon." As he rode over the scene of con- 
lititbny after one of his bloodiest victories, white the dead And 
the dying were trampled on at every step, he betrayed not^a 
single emotion of pity, but turning to one of his officers he said 
with a stnile, ^ My fmth ! there il tf fine consumption." 

Ws^^confldeirtial vale* thus described his visit to the ^Id 0# 
bftftle after the victory of Prussian Eylau: « It was pierdhgly 
cdd. i3onie of tfie dying yet^ breathed. The ifmfmetise heaps of 
d^aid bodies, and the black cavities which tl*B blood had made 
in^ihesnow, formed a horrible contrast.' 'The offieew of the^taff 
w4i%' {^A)&imdly afeitfteA The Emperor alone '^rftem plate* 
tlii^«cen0^4id«H(r«kidbki0d%itii<jut eii«ttMu :! fdnhed my 
horse some paces before his; I was curious to observe hitfl in ^ 
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l!i» troops were worn oat witk fisrtiafuef :»aii4 
tifeded the refreshment of sleep, but to their ever* 
lasting honour be it recorded^ that joot a mau in- 
dulged in the repose which nature so much re* 
quired* They retrod ibe field of death. They 
sought for their wounded companions. They 
elderly afforded them every assistance in their 
power, and haying hastily dressed their wounds^ 
despatched them to the hospitals of Antweip and 
Brusseb. Nor was their humanity coi^iied to 
their countrymen, even those who so lately tbimted 
for their blood, those by whom their ranks had 
heen thinned, shared in their tender eare. lathci 
Mt wing alone, more than ^ve hundred French 
were indebted ibr their lives to the generosity ; and 
compassion of the British soldiers. In evtery 
part ^ the field the troops were seen dilig e nt ly 
employed in coniftructing litters, and carefiiHy 
<K>nveying both friends and foes to a place of re- 
fuge and comfort. 
* Ib many places a still mfore interesting seene was 



Mtuation so iuterest^ing. You would have thougfit ^ibot he waa 
devoid of all human affectioDs. Not even one transient glance 
o£ fHty heamed from his cold and knpenetiable couivtenancfu 
|{e4poheiiHiithei;U;iiio8tindtffie»nce of the events of the prcii* 
/aMs^g^er^^g, isr h^ |)asse4 b^ore a :groop pf , Ruspui g^_ 
.ii$idiers>. ^hf» ha^ &^ tog^&er in defending the: po^oi^.^ 
iigBcd to ttma, the horse of one of Us aktes-detcw^ «tfurte4. 
The £m|ieio« peiveived it^ ' That horse/ tiaidhe <:<ddfy, fis f 
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presented. The Tvound^ ]Brjitish soldiers, after 
their own injuria had been attended t^, were 
seen carefnlly and tenderly staunching the woiinds 
of those whom a few hours before they bad met 
in mortal combat. This was a specstacle whieh 
none but a British ari&y wcmld have afSorded) and 
it formed a fine and affeeting contrast with the 
nturderous occupati(m of the !fo4mswickers and 
Prussians. 

The very close of the battle had been destruc- 
tive to many of the British officers. Sir Francis 
'D'Oyly, of the first foot*guards, fell in the very 
last dharge to which his regiment was led, and at 
the moment when the enemy was breaking ftnd 
preparing to fly. Colonel Fitzgerald, of the se- 
cond regiment of life-guards, likewise fell as he 
was chewing his^ men to pursue the f» yvbo Imi 
given way, and were retiring^n coniusion. 

Almost the last shot which was fired cm the 
British wounded the gallant Eari of Uxbridge in 
the knee. He had personally led every charge of 
cavalry^ He had exposed himself wherever dan* 
ger threatened most, and was not wounded until 
almost all danger had ceased. The chair is yet 
shewn in the form pf La Bell? Alliance in which 
his loi-dship sat, and endtired the amputation of 
his leg without one groan or contortion of ctynn- 
tenance. His noble exclamation in the midst of 
the operation, 19 still remembered by tbose who 
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were prenent. " Who would not lose a leg for 
gueh a victory ?" 

The loss of the British in killed and wounded 
was acknowledged to be more than ten thousand 
men, but it actually doubled that number. The 
Prussians did not arrive until the affair was nearly 
decided: but the (^position which they ej^pC'- 
rienced, though short, was obstinate, 9jA many 
were killed in the pursuit. Their loss amounted 
to five or six thousand men. The loss of the 
French was immense and incalculable. It could 
not be exactly ascertained, because thousands of 
the soldiers, dispersed by the rapidity of their 
flighty never rejoined theii: regiments. But it is 
well known that, including the corps of Grouchy, 
not more than forty thousand were ever rallied or 
broii^ht again into the field. In the short cam- 
paign, thereforeltof four days, no less than eighty 
thousand men were lost to the French army, and 
of these, at least sixty or sixty rfive thousand 
were -killed, MTpunded, or prisoners. More than 
tl^*ee hundred pieces of artillery were taken, and 
the whole materiel of the army *. 
' Thus ended the day of Waterloo ; a day which 

' III I I 'I'l I I I ■< H I » ■ I I»««iii.— ■Ill ■ I I I 

* It 9boi(Llii l>e JTCCorded to the honour of the Kiu^.of Etance, 
thfkty anxious to spare the hves even of those who might be in 
arms against him, he sent twenty-live thousand pounds to Lord 
Wellington so early as the 30th of May, requesting him to in- 
sert in the Order of the Day/ that 6very soldier should receive 
twcDty duUings for each French^prisoner which he might bring in. 
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iriH ereriHluae f^roudiyreBplendeiifin t^ ftntihlw 
of Britain^ and be fadd miasting remeMlirahc^ 
%y. a g^tefiil wi^rld . N^ver did Frante irt lier 
Iua^iteitday6> sehd into tbe ^Id a ndbiet dtttiy 
tbantbat^bicfafmigbt at Waterloo; It \^as entirely 
teiBpisad o€ vet6raji8^ Miiom many years of ser* 
vieefaMlr a^ciifttom^ toall the mftnoeuTres of ^ar, 
and irendered expert, foaiiess, determined, and in 
tbeii' Ofwn estimation, invincible ; — whose devo* 
tion te^ their leader was chl^alroos, boundless, 
and aubltme ;-^-who were animated by the dead- 
^lesitMtredBgainsi their opponents ; — who fought 
to amnge their own private wrongs, as well as 
m^ injuries of their, country ; — who had sworn 
to conquer or to die ;— who had, two days before; 
overcome the most celebrated general of northern 
Enrope ^*-*and who, flushed ^ith victory, were 
now rufiiMng on a retreating foe^ from whom in- 
deed they ^cpeeted a brave and obi^nate resist- 
aoK^, but wIkto they were sure of <ionquering. 
This army was nnder the command of a general 
vfho had vanquished and ov^i*rtin every state of 
Europe, and who had shewn, by the events of the 
four last days', that his eagles, lately checked in 
ftyfiirt flight, were once more triumphantly expand- 
inghtheir wiiigi», and promising ag^in to soar to 
tte vopjFiiihnacte of glory ;— ^a general whiD ag^in 
displayed all those super-eminent mfilitary talents 
which he was once supposed tp possess, and wtib 
jldwayail^d]iillisdf of all &^ of his ttffffpf^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE BATXIOC* ^ 

^A/Ck atfctU) pvaniptitu4e, ttd r^sohitfoorwhiej^ 
m B(y former combat were eiiceUed. 

Against. tkiB formidable and overwhelming 
force, the BritLih gener^ could only produce* an 
jMmy inferior in number ; somewhat dispirited at 
the retreat of the former day ; a little in awe of 
those who bad vanquished the Prussiaiis, and com* 
pelied the veteran Blucherto flee ;-*^n army, the 
greater part of which had now for the forst time 
taketi the field ;-^-an army composed of various; 
and perhaps discordant materials, and port of 
which might possibly deceive and betray bim in 
the hour of peril. Yet with this dig^fwrity of 
force the illustrious Wellington fought and con- 
4)uered. 

The courage and impetuosity of the French had 
nev^r been exceeded. Charges more desperate 
modem war fore Aui not witnessed* They even won- 
dered at themselves, but they wondered more at 
the cool intrepidity with which the Bi^itish sus-' 
tained the shock, and beat them baek almost with-* 
out effort. In some instances the French were 
enabled to avail themselves of the slow or awk- 
ward manoeuvres of inexperienced soldim^ : they 
then^yverwjielmed the British squares, and almost 
annihilated their oppcments. But where the batde 
could be contested on equal ground ; where- their 
antagonists were, prepared to receive' the shock, 
tbair j^Oitmost fury was abruptly lUapped. Under 
tM eje;<rf ^ British leader, mi animated by the 
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example of British soldiers, the wlu>Ie of the allied 
army performed prodigies of yalour. 

Napoleon bad well studied the character of the 
French, and the system of warfare which he 
adopted, much as it has been censured, was best 
suited to their peculiar energies, and was the 
truest proof of his genius. The French soldiers 
are cs^ble only of active courage. Their feel- 
ings must be highly wrought up : their energies 
must be called into full activity, and then they will 
effect wonders, and are almost invincible. Ar- 
dent, impetuous, enthusiastic, they brave every 
danger, and surmount every obstacle. But of pas- 
sive courage they are incapable. When coal deter- 
mined resolution is necessary, they too frequently 
deceive the hopes which are reposed on them. 

On this principle Napoleon adopted his en 
avant system of tactics. TheVbrilliant success 
which attended his career, until rendered insane 
by ambition he embattled the world against him, 
is a proof that he had calculated rightly. Never 
was this more decisively shewn than in the en- 
gagement of Waterloo. While the French vrere 
employed in a succ^sion of desperate and mur^ 
derous charges, they were all that their commander 
could wish. That the positions of their.ibes were 
not carried ; that the day was not speedily their 
own, was owing to no want of gallantry on their 
part. Two days before they had beaten superior 
ntimbers, and older troops. But the Sritish c^m- 
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maiidery and Ibe British Mldiers, displayed an in- 
vincible obstinacy, on which Napakon had not 
calculated ; which wmdi have foiled the attack of 
<he bravest troops that the world can prodvee, 
and which most ever be regarded with admiration 
and astonishment, i While the French were ac- 
tively engaged, not even the unparalleled reso- 
latton which the Allies displayed could intimidate 
them. At the voice of their commander, they re- 
turned again and again to the charge with undi- 
minished alacrity, and, at the very close of the day, 
the last and desperate attack of the guards was 
accompanied with the loud and rapturous shouts 
of " The Emperor for ever I'' 

But when the British were in their turn the 
assailants, the scene was suddenly and completely 
changed « They, whose Iwravery had excited the 
warmest applafie of their enemies, became the 
veriest cowards. The first line was easily broken. 
The second oilered no resistance/ The whole 
army abandoned itself to a flight more disorderly 
and dii^acefol, than any which the annals of 
ancient or modern warfare record. The old guard 
alooe^ who had never yet been known to yiel^}, 
tOBBiakked firm to tibeir duty. In a retreat of forty 
tmles few attempts were made, and not one with 
ittica€n»,.to.4rtttrieve the day, or to save the JxiiseF- 
aUe wneek » of ithe army ; and at>the dawn of ^the 
Aioeeedittg >da|r, not a single baAtaliion could be 
rallitdv and the whole of this immense force was 
completely diapened« 
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In both active and passive coqrage, tine atU^ 
under a British commander had shewn tfaemselvef 
decidedly superior to the French. The tremendpus 
and murderous charges of the foe were received 
with a Courage that never faultered* Though 
their ranks were thinned, and their squares dimi* • 
nisiied ; they still presented a stem and unbroken 
front. Although at the close of the day spme of 
the battalions were nearly annihilated, and the 
soldiers began to murmur, and almost to desps^ir^ 
yet they did not disgrace their character or their 
cause. It was not the murmur of fear, or the de- 
pression of cowardice. It was the complaint 
which protracted inactivity produced ; theirresistr 
ible and intolerable pain that arose from the long 
repression of their energies. They murmured not 
because they were forbidden to retreat before a: 
superior and impetuous foe, h|^ because they 
were restrained from fiercely rushing on him, and 
convincing him what British valour could do a$ 
well as bear. The moment the Duke ordered 
the general charge, every bosom swelled, every 
head was erect, every cheek was flushed, every 
eye glistened with delight, and one universal 
shout proclaimed their e:sultation. Though 
enfeebled by a contest of seven, hours,, their 
strength and activity were in an instant restored. 
They p«*€«$ed on to the attack ; and in oae moamtA^ 
the day was llieir own.^ They had* withstttod, 
vdfhout confosion or fear, iniiumerable cfaar^ 
of the enemy ; but the first charge which they 
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were permitted to make was successful, and the. 
Freucb weredriven in total disorder from the field* 
The victory was not more owing to the un- 
equalled bravery of the troops, than to the skill, 
the gallantry, and the firmness of their illustrious 
commander. In all the great atchieyementt 
which he had hitherto performed, he had n^yer 
maintained so arduous a struggle, he had neveif 
^ gained so complete and glorious a triumph. In 
the whole course of the well-fought day, not one 
error can be laid to his charge. He penetrated, 
he anticipated every intention of the enemy ; and 
asifhehacl possessed the power of multiplying 
himself, was always found precisely on the spot 
where his skill and influence were most necessary 
to animate or direct his troops. Jle was prodigal of 
his person to an extent which nothing but the ex- 
traordinary nature and important results of the 
contest could warrant. Wherever danger was 
most imminent, there he was uniformly present. 
Did he require a charge more than usually 
desperate, he led it on himself. Did any of his 
sqiiares appear to faulter, he instantly placed him- 
self in their centre, and there awaited the attack ^ 

of the foe*. His staff rapidly fell around him; 

1 - ' - ■ - ■ * 

• ** If such a tnut,*' 6ttid Mr. Whitbread, «' were iworded in 
hkifirji ifr'lialMg occurred teti eenturict ago, whK what ediotfoii# 
of i^^iix^cki^ ai|d gen^mis enthnsia^n wonM H be rea4 f To 
see a copvnander^ Qf his emmence, throw tumself into ti bpUow;. 
sq^uare of infi^ntry as a liecure refuge, till the ;rage and torrent of 
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Eveiy ©ne, except tiw Spanish General Alara, 
suffered in his person or his horse, yet he conti* 
mied fearlessly to expose himself in the very 
thickest of the fire. 

Often in the day he iwas urged by his officers, 
and whererer he appeared he T^as entreated by 
the meo to lead liiem against the enemy. It does 
him in^finite credit that he restrained the impa- 
tienqe of bis troops till the decisive moment, and 
liiat not even the pcnijal but brilliant success 
'whicfa attended the operations of several periods 
of the day oouM tempt him to depart from the 
prudent and well-digested plan on whicb he had 
determined to act. 

Had he assumed offensive operations, he couli) 
sei^cely hope to beat the superior numbers and 
veteran troops who were opposed to him ; or bad- 
he been victorious, all he could have eflEectedy 
inferior as he was in cavalry, would have been to 
have compelled the French to a hasty^ but or:* 
derly reti-eat ; and before Blucber could have beent 

the attack was past ; and that not once only, but twice or thiice 
in the course of the battle, proved that bis coufideuce was placed 
not in mj one particular corps but in the whole Bntisharoiy.. 
In that mutual confidence lay the power and strength of the 
troops. The Duke of Wellington knew he Was safe when he 
thus trusted himself to the fidelity and valour of his men ; and 
they knew and felt that the sacred charge thus confided to them, 
could never be wrested from their hands.'' 
Vebate on the grant to the Duke of Wellington, Jtm 23, J815r 
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up, tbey would have been intrenched behind #ie 
Dyle, and have bid defiance to the united attack 
of the Allies. 

Until the arrival of the Prussians, the impe^ 
rial goards and the sixth corps under Count 
Loban, which afterwards so long sustained, and 
even repulsed the eflforts of Bulow, had not 
fired a mu^et. They would have been im* 
mediately brought up to sustain the onset, and 
would have completely employed, or perhaps 
ultimately foiled his troops, who were diminished 
in numbers, and worn out with ftttigue. By 
simply maintiuning his ground until the reinforce- 
ments which he had been promised arrived on 
the flanks and rear of the enemy, he entertained 
tl» hope, a hope which did not deceive him, that 
he might not only defeat, but cut off and destroy 
tbe army^of Napoleon. 

Merefy to have repulsed the French would 
harve been to little purpose. The exaggerated 
statements of the victory of the Itth would havef 
roused the enthusiasm of the people. The army of 
Napoleon would have been speedily reinforced ; 
while by bribes and promises, he might have 
silceeeded in disuniting the confederacy, and pro- 
ducing the most fatal effect on the campaign. It 
was necessary to strike some decisive blow. Wel- 
lington anxiously awaited the favourable moment. 
He felt all the tortures of suspetise^ and sometimes 
he wa6^ fitarly a prey to despair. At length' 
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^. VrtilUfy cl the Prusmna was heifd oto 4k 
I^ ^ftff a violent aad coiu^ulsi?e ftfUffle tte 
Freoeh h^gan to waver. He p^tseived ibe fiiBt 
ayipi^jto^ of indecisioA, fear aadcUaorfkr* His 
•j;fi^eiK of <MeAce wap ioatantly abandonecL He . 
lyw gav^ loose to tUe tong .restrained and iwe^ 
petuoua v^nr. of his troq[is. He led on tbe wjbole 
line to the charge, and the decisive blow wm 
struck* It produced all the consequencQi which 
the sagacious.mindof Wellington had predicted. 
The tyrant was hurled from his .throne and jtbe 
deliverance of Europe accomplish^. 

The glory of the Duke of Wellington had now 
reached its highest pitch. Even Napoleon had 
long acknowledged that he was the second Captain 
of the age» and on the fidd of Waterloo he con- 
quered the only General, who, in the opinion ^ 
the world, had ever been considered as his rival* 
His name will ever occupy the first and uoat 
honourable place in the long list oi British he« 
roes. 

If any thing could add to the lustre of hi* famf 
it would be the singular modesty ^ith which he ; 
relates the glorious and important events of ^ 
day. The concise simplicity of his despatch to 
government, forms a beautiful contrart with tbe 
French account of the victory of the ,16th,. anA 
even with the gasccmades resp^ing: the contest of 
the 18th, which not even the consciqaweif of 
irreparable defeat could repress. The ouMMty 
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ftttd afladodk^, whieh » iMIer to his mbtKer breathes 
afO'Ettore bofioarable to him then even the natch- 
kia victory wtaeh he had atchieved. The heart 
urivich dictated the foHowiB^ aentence waa framed" 
in llie tmc monld of hononr. Speaking of Na- 
poIeoA he says, ^ He did his duty, — he fought 
the batfl^ v^h infinite skill, perseverance, and^ 
bravery, and^is I do not state from any personal 
motive of claiming merit to myself, for the victory ' 
is to he ascribed to the superior physical force 
and coBitaaicy of British soldiers/^ 

Had this formed part of a public harangue, 
its sincerity might have been doubted, but in- 
tended only to meet the eye of a beloved mother, 
from ^hom the most secret feelings of his bosom 
would not be concealed, and to whom the pen 
wo«ild fiiittifnlly delineate the unfeigned senti- 
mettlBi of the heart, it will immortali2e him ; and 
will be ebosen as the proudest, and most charac- 
terisiio motto to some distant, and faithful, and 
glowing record of his atchievements. 

in a letter to his brother, the Hon. Wellesley 
Pole, headcnowledges with honourable frankness, 
" ttfit he had never fought so hard for victory, and 
never, from the gallantry of the enemy, had he 
been so near beaten/* 

Among the maiQr poetical effusions in praise of 
Wenington, with which tl^ press has groaned, 
and tlK tediousiless and tameness of which have 
provi^cNlft iad degeftcMcy of mddem poetry, not 

VOJL« II. « H 
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one has equalled ifae following q>irited stanzas of 
Moore, written some years ago^ Their exquisite 
beauty will rescue them from oblivion, without 
any commendation of the author of the present 
work. 
While Hi»torJ^3 muse the memorial was keepiog, 

Of all th.e dark hand of Deatiiiy vfeaLyei, 
Beside her the Geniuftof Eria stood weeping.; 

For her's was the story that blotted the leaves* 
But oh ! how the tear in her eye-lids grew bright^. 
When, after whole pages of sorrow and shame, 
She saw History write. 
With a pencil of light. 
That SlumM all the volume,, her Wellington's name. 

* Hail, star of my isle !' said the spirit all-sparkling 

With beams such as break from her own dewy skies ;. 

* Through ages of sorrow deserted and darkling, 

Fve watched for some glory like thin^ to arise. 
For though heroes Fve numbered, unblest wad their lot,.. 
And unhallowed they lie in the cross-ways of fiune. 

But oh ! there is not 

One dishonouring blot 
On the wreath that encircles my Wellington's name. 

And still the ^t crown of thj toils k remwi^gr 

The grandest, the purest, e'en ^Aou hast yet kntwiu 
Though proud was thy task other nations unchaining, 
FSir prouder to heal the deep wounds of thy own. 
At the foot of that throne for whose weal thou hast stoodj^ 
Oo plead for ^ land that first cradled thy hme^ 
And hn%ht o'er the iood 
Qf her tears a^d hec blood, 
Liet the rainbow of hope be hec WelUagloa's mm^^ 
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The fallowing list of our illustiioHS hi^ro's £u 
TOfeaxk victorieft^ mmj not be unacceptable to the 
reader. 

Roleia Aug. 17, 1808. 

Vimiera., Aug. 21, 

Corunna Jan. 16, 1809. 

Oporto May 12, 

Talavera . • . July 27, 

Bmaco 4 . Sept. 27, 1810. 

C<)iimbra • Oct. 7, 

BaroMA March 5, 1811. 

Fuente de Onor. . May 5, 

Almeida. ..... ^ . May 11, 

Albuera . . . . ^ . . . May 16, 

Arroyo del Molino Oct. 28, 

Ciudad Rodrigo Jan. 19, 1812. 

Badajos ..«..,. « April 6, 

Madrid ........ May 14, 

Aloiaree May 19, 

Salamanca ..... ^ July 22^ 

Cagtalla ........ May 12, 1813 

Vittoria June 21, 

Pyreneea •....*. July 2&^ 
26,27, and 28, 

%t. Sebaertian i.s. Sept. 9, 

Bidassoa ...*.. Oct. 9^ 

Pampeltma . - . . . Oct. 01, 

Neive Dec. 9, 

10, 11, 18, and 18, 
h2 
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Orthes F«b.^,.1814. 

Toulouse April 10; ' 

Quatre Bras • • • . Janei 16, 1815. 

Waterloo . • , June 18, 

But while- we dwell with .fond enthusiasm on 
the glory of vth^ British and tiieir illustrious coqu- 
mander, the obligations which they owed to the 
Prussians must not be forgotten. Had it not been 
for the opportune arrival of Bulow the British army 
must have speedily retreated, and the day would 
haye been lost. Though the repeated efforts of the 
enemy had hitherto been baffled, it was not pos- 
sible but such heroic exertions must have a limit. 
The corps of Lobau and the formidable imperial 
guards would have been directed on the weakened 
and harassed battalions of the Allies, and though 
no route would have followed like that which 
disgraced the French, yet the position must 
have been abandoned, Bjrussels exposed, and, as 
Napoleon affirms, the confederacy dissolved, and 
his throhe assured. The important assistance 
dierived from the Prussians, cannot be better de- 
scribed than in the words of Wellington himself, 
and they iafford another specimen of that -candour 
and modesty which niore pleasingly and attrac- 
dvely displayed the merit which they seemed to 
conceal. 

* I should not,' says the Duke» * do justice to 
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my feelings, of to Marshal Blucher and the Prus- 
sian army, if I did not attribute the successful re- 
sult of this arduous day, to the cordial and timely 
altsistance received from them. 

The operation of General Bulpw upon the ene- 
my's flank was a moSt decisive one, and even if I 
had not found mysdf in a situation to make the 
attack which produced the final result, it would 
have forced the enemy to retire if his attacks 
should have failed, and would have prevented 
him from taking advantage of them, if they should 
unfortunately have succeeded/ 

Blucher was confined to his bed, from the effect 
of the contusions which he had received on the 
16th, when a messenger from Wellington infoimed 
him that the British and French were in sight of 
each other, and that an engagement was mo- 
mentarily expected. At this intelligence he forgot 
his bruises and his pains, and promptly issuing 
his orders, was in less tbun an hour at the head 
of his troops, and in full march to the .assistance 
his friend. ^ . 

At half-past four o'clock two brigades alone had 
been able to clear th^ defiles of St. Lambert, <and 
reach their appointed position. With these the at- 
tack was instantly commenced. As the other divi- 
sions arrived they successively engaged, and it was 
no.t until half-past seven thai the^ corps of Zietheu 
appeared, and forming a junction with the left 
wing of the British decided the&te of the day. 
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If during three hours the French were able to 
keep IB check, and sometimes to repulse the 
yigorous attacks of their new assailants, amounting 
to forty-five or fifty thousand men, it is easy to 
eanelude th^t it must ultimately haye gone hard 
with the Briti(di had not the Prussians arrived. 

Both aations equally claim a share in the ho- 
nours of the victory ; the British for having so 
long sustained the determined and furious attack 
of Miperipr numbers, and for having at the close 
of the d|iy thrown the enemy iqto confusion by 
their brilliant charge ; and the Prussians for oo- 
cupying all the French reserves, when they were 
about to be directed against the weakened lines of 
the British to whom the contest was becoming 
every moment mare unfavourable, — for producing 
that impression of being cut eiff, which caused the 
unparalleled <;onfusion and dismay of the ehemy, 
trnfoa? prav^ting the possibility of their rallying, 
and efibcting the total dissolution of their army by 
aa active and incessant pursuit. In truth they 
have an equal title to the honours of the day, and 
tibe united namea of Wellington and Blucher will 
descead to posterity, as the conquerors at Water- 
loo and tiie deliverera of Eurc^. 

.. I MriU coo^ude this long chapter by au extract' 
(i^im the ^fj^jnent de€«ptic» which I^rd Castle- 
rwgli gave o^ thia qH-inter^tiag qontest in his 
fpaedi. on % action fi» |H[es««ti[«g this t\»v^ of 
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the liouse of cotnmoDB to Wellington and hie 
brare associates. 

" Never*' said he, " among the mighty atchiete- 
ments which have swelled our military renown, 
since the illustrious Duke of Wellington has been 
placed at the head of our army, has it been my 
lot to submit to parliament a proposition founded 
on an event so glorious as that which calls for the 
expression of our gratitude to*day. It is a triumph 
of such a character, that, without disparagement 
to those actions in which his great getaiushas been 
formerly displayed, it may be truly affirmed that 
it never "happened, even to him, to confer so great 
a benefit on his country before. It is an atchieve- 
ment of such high merit, of such pre-eminent 
importance, as never graced the annals of this or 
any other country until now : and when consi* 
dered, not only with a view to the immediate loss 
inflicted on the enemy, but with reference to the 
moral effect which it must produce on the war 
now commenced, aiid in the issue of which the 
fate of England, of Europe, and the worW, aire 
so closely bound up, it opens before us a prospect 
so cheering, and so transcendenfly bright, that no 
language can do justice to the feeliiigs it must na- 
turally inspire. 

" There was something in the situation of thehos- 
jtilearmies, which, without detracting from the high 
Boerit and military skill of the great commandevs 
wbo placed the allied force in the position tiiat it 
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^ifxnfpBEsd, gave die tnemy a dedded i^iranta^e. 
It had been necessary to distribate the combined 
ai*m^ where austeaance could most conyenieiitly 
be.' procured, there to await the arrival of tlie 4n- 
.nuiDttable 'forces, by which one simultaneens 
ILtten^t was tso be made to crush the power of Ae 
.enemy^ Ere these forces were. collected^ tbe 
^nerny thad an awful adi/antage, and might ebooee 
iOn what part of the scattered troops be woaM 
..dtreot^bis first attack. The Duke of Wellington 
aod Prince Blucher could not concentrate tbar 
forc«s» without leaving a lai^e portion of Belgium 
02(posed. 

. /' It was the evident policy of Buonaparte to at- 
tack some point of this extended line before the 
BusaiaoB arrived* Whatever might be the risk 
of .assaiUng the . arm^ies under the Duke of Wel- 
lington and Prince Blucher, it is obvious that if 
he could bring them into action, before they were 
supported by the armies advancing to co-ope- 
< rate with them, the chance of success would be 
greater, than that which would remain to him 
^alta^ they had actually got up. Buonaparte con- 
j sidered.this^ and formed his resolve widi all that 
. jttdgflMHt.and decidon of character which be- 
longed to him, when he determined on the for- 
r watd movement which terminated so glorioasly 
: lor the British and their Allies. He advanced 
with the flower of the French aitny, brought to- 
gether from all parts of Europe where they had 
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4>ee»fMtiiODet8,Bffid com^cnti^ tbi» despe- 

rate attack. Tliey were in ft high stete of or* 
I^Duotion before ttie return of Booaapartelo 
France ; aEsd since his restoration to power, emy 
eare and preparation has been accumulated tipOQ 
them to add to their efficiency. To this wiaw Ap- 
posed a young and green army, the greater part bf 
which had nerer been in action before ; aa lirdQ^, 
composed of different nations, and therefore^ m^e 
difficult to manage ; and an army ht inferior in 
numbers to the French. Yet for uiife^hours d4d 
it repulse all the attacks made by the French army, 
directed by Buonaparte in person. The power- 
ful and often repeated efforts directed against it 
■wholly failed. During the whole of the day, the 
British stood immoveable, nor was there any 
species of heroism, or of military science, which 
cOnld adorn a field of battle, which was not here 
displayed by the Duke of Wellington. 

** He owed much to the illustrious warrior of 
Prussia. Had they not done as they did, the 
British commander, coniEastently with those mili- 
tary principles by which his conduct is regulated, 
could never have acted on the offensive. Had 
they had not shewn themselves as ^y had done, 
to ensure complete success if the attack made any 
iaqvression, and to prevent disaster if it failM ^ the 
Duke of Wellington would not have been able to 
take that couma whicfa the energy of his mind 
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prompted* and which was encouraged by the exr 
ample of his pennon. It is painful to reflect that 
that inyaloable life was exposed to more danger in 
this action than that of the meanest soldier. The 
common soldier had only his local duties to per*- 
form, but the Duke of Wellington was every 
where in the heat of the action, and every where 
in the presence of danger* 

'' Having remained on the defensive for nine 
hoprs, the moment at length arrived, when he saw 
there was a prospect of acting on the offensive 
with success. He then ordered the line to ad- 
vance. Theshock was irresistible. The French 
could not resist our attacks as we had resisted 
theirs. Their ranks were broken. Their first 
line was thrown into disorder on the second, and 
they soon betook themselves to flight, in the 
£^eatest confusion. What the final result may be 
I cannot presume to predict, but it is glorious to 
reflect, that the Duke of Wellington was enabled, 
at the close of a day in which he had obtained a 
most splendid victory, to hand over the pursuit' to 
the Prussian army, which, compared with the 
English or the French army, was fresh and ready 
to receive the charge. 

" It must however be acknowledged, that the 
plan of Buonaparte, tbough completely frustrated, 
.was not unwise, for if he could not beat the forces 
under tbe Duke of WelliAgtoii and Prince Bin- 
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cher while they were unsupported, he could have 
no hope of finding a more favourable opportunity 
when the Allied annies had reached the frontiers. 
But defeated by the valour and military skill op- 
posed to him, he is now thrown back upon France, 
and new strength is added to the confederated 
powers/' 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Fi^ht of Napoleon. — Nan^atv Escape at Genappe.— 
Arrival at Paris. — State of Parties there — Con^ 
Jerence with the Ministers. — Determination not to 
dissolve the Chambers. — Fou^hi. — The Princess. 
Hortensia. — The Council.— rTumultuous Meeting 
of the Duties. — Decided Condtict of La Fayette. 
— Declaration of the Chamber that their Sitting 
was permanent. — Grand Council in the Evening. — 
Their Determination. — Agitation of the different 
Parties. — Meeting of the Duties. — Motion for 
the Forfeiture of the Crown. — The Decision sus- 
pendedfor an Hour. — Irresolution of Napoleon. — 
Interview with Lucien. — Regnault. — Solignac. — 
Abdication of Napoleon. — Reflections on it. 

Napolson remained in the hollow under the 
Btitish lines, nntil he had witnessed the defeat of 
his last hope, the hitherto invincible guards ; he 
then hastily retired to his former position near the 
farm of La Belle Alliance. Here he beheld with 
vexation, rage, and despair, the superb charge of 
the whole British Kne, the feeble resistance which 
his troops opposed, the stnmge and irremediable 
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€oiifii8ion which so soon parvaded his whole army, 
and the noble stand which was made by the re* 
maining battalions of his old and favourite guard. 
During the day, except when he had yielded to 
momentary fits of rage at. the unexpected and un- 
conquerable obstinacy of the British, he had been 
cool and collected, and had fought the battle with 
more than usual skill . But- he was now suddenly 
bereft of thepowers of recollection aiidmotion, and 
stood an image of horror and despair. Some 
occasional indistinct and in(M>herent expriessions 
of admiration of his faithful and devoted guard, or 
of fierce indignation at the cowardice of the rest 
c^ his troops, alone shewed that he breathed* In 
vain his officers^pplied to him for orders ; in vain 
one messenger after another demanded what was 
to be done in difierent parts of the fields He 
beard them not. He was incapable of reply. 
'' My guard, my faithful guard \" he exclaimed. 
A moment afterwards he added '^ Ah ! the game is 

indeed lost, and /' He was now surrounded 

and borne away by crowds of fugitives. Some of 
his ofiioers who had not separated from hint durijiig 
the battle, broke through the crowd, au4 foroed 
him along with them, almost unconscious of life. 

For a few moments they sought refuge idi the. 
icottage of a shepherd, near La, Belle AUia^^r^ ; 
but the PruaiM^ui hussars begaii tp sc^r^th^ fi^ 
in^very direction. Napolepn had no](v j (^pn^w^u^ 
recoveied JbvUnself : but it had beiq^me tiap9B8»i^li^ 
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to ismie any wders* Heluidiioudes-^e^campby 
whom to send them, nor did he know irfaere to find 
the commander of a single diTision. He waa there* 
fore compelled to abandon his army to th^r &tei 
and to seek his own safety in' the most rapid fiigl]^ 

As Napoleon and his suite issued from the cot* 
tAge and galloped across the plain to reach some 
of his equipage, they saw several parties of Prtt»« 
sian hussars busily employed in the work, of plun* 
d4r or death . Fortunately they were not perceived ^ 
and Napoleon was conducted in safety to one ol 
his carriages. He drove furiously towards Ge- 
nappe. Having arrived there he fotmd the streets 
completely thronged with carriages of every de* 
scription. They were all obliged to defile over 
one bridge, and in their baste to rush on »id efibet 
their escape, they inappeded each other's progresty 
and produced the most iatal confusion . For moM 
than an hour he remained entangled in the crowd, 
which resisted every effort that even royal audi€l> 
rity could make to open a passage. Every XM^ 
ment new crowds of fugitives, cavalry, in^sktrff 
gttns, baggage-^waggons, and carriages stf every 
kindi rushed into the place, increased the Pi* 
mult, and rendered the passage of the bridge 
impracticable. 

To complete the horror of the scene the I^*s» 
sians now approached. Their sho«rts wer^-diiN 
tinetly heard, and the shrieks <^f Ihe mi^erabto 
mretches who were perishing undft* tJfcir sabres. 
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The streets were hastily barricadoed, and every 
pvq)arati<m which fear ordespair could suggest was 
made for a last defence. The issue of this contest 
has already been described. The Prussians brdce 
through every obstacle, and entered the town at 
fall [^>eed. 

The carriage of Napoleon was soon recognised, 
and the conquerors dashed at it, hoping to secure 
the most invaluable of all prizes, the person of 
the Emperor himself. The coachman was on the 
box, and the postilion had mounted the leaders, 
and they were making a desperate attempt to force 
their way through the throng. The Prussian 
officer who headed the foremost troop eagerly 
caHed to the coachman to stop, bat he only lashed 
his horses with greater violence. The hussars 
then ci:^ down the postilion, and killed the leadets, 
while the sabre of the officer brought the coacb* 

man from his box with a single stroke^. He 

- ■' • -■ . ■ ... - ■ ' , 

* The carnage of Napoleon was afterwards brought to England 
by Major VonKohler, into whose hands it fell, and is now exhibited 
(Jan. 1, 1816) at Mr. Bullock's Museum, in Piccadilly. The 
hiitary c# this rehicle is remarkable, and many circumstances 
render it «i object of much curiosity. It was built at BruBsels, 
to convey Napoleon on hia ^1-fated expedition to Russia. It 
tittv^rikd as far as Moscow, and constituted almost the whole of 
die equipage, cither of himself or his army, which 'escaped in 
his disastrous retreat. It afterwards carried him to Dresden, 
and brought him back a second time in disgrace to FVance. 
Alter the oamp&ign of Paris, it bore him to the shores of Ute 
Medteernmean, and was shipped with htm for Elba« It was 
there used in aH his excursions round that' island ; indeed h^ 
would n^ver enter any other vehicle. Whea he planned hi$ boW 
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then viokaoAy tore open the door of tbeearriage, 
and dficmued the prize his own. As he opined the 
door, he saw the Emperor escape fhmi the oppo« 
site side, and ere the Prussian could hastily pass 
roiuid the carriage, Napoleon had mounted a 
horse, and was instantly lost in the throng. In 
his haste be drofvped bis hat, his sword, and Ins 
mantle, wfadch were found in tibe road l>y the side 
of the carriage, 

attempt to regtun his throne, his troops were suffered to take 
neither equipage or baggage, but the favourite travelling carriage 
of Uie Emperor was carefully shipped, and landed at Cannes. 
Hhi UimaipliaHt journey to Paris was performed in it, nor would 
he quit it, although the state carriages were despatched fiom Paris 
to conv^ him in triumph to his capit^il. When he deps^rted to 
join his armies in the north of France, this chariot again accom- 
panied him, and in it his political career seems to have terminated* 
It mudi resembles a modem fashionable English traveling 
carriage, except ihek it has some appeuance of faeaviiMss. Iti 
colour i« dark blue, bordered with gold» and aEuMs^i^i^ triitb 
the Impet^al arms of France. The lamps have a curious ap- 
pearance, one is at each corner, and another in the centre of the 
back, which enlightens the interior of the carriage. 
. The interior is arranged in a way of which no description can 
convey an adequate idea, and the author recommends thoae who 
have lihe opportunity, to ini|>ect the most perfect apecimeo of 
elegance and convenience which was ever beheld. It is a complete 
bed-room, dressing-room, eating-room, kitchen, ^nd office. 
Packed up in the most ingenious way, are a complete breakfast 
service for tea, coffee, and chocolate, including a spirit lamp ; 
sandwich ^rvice, consiiting of plates, knives, forks, spoony 
salt, pepper and mustaid boxes, decanler and glasses, a drestii^f 
case, containii^ every possible article for the toilette, a complete 
wardrobe, a bedsteMl, bed, mattrasses, and all so arranged as to 
be found in an instant, without incommoding the traveUer. 
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Tke peasant wfao had hitherto acted as guide 
had not yet quitted hinat. He had forgotteii, or did 
not knotr that there was another bridge over the 
river art a Mttle distani^e frorti Genappe, hy whicW 
the Emperor iriight have contiftoed hi^ i^treatt 
without impedtmeRt. 

Attended by a few fahhftll officers, Napoleon 
now galloped fariottsly towards Charlerof . As he 
passed he was frequently recognized by the fiigi- 
tiv©5 who crowded the road. " There ^oes the 
Emperor — ^The Etdperor for ever !*' they cried to 
one another* As often as these words riesounded 
in his ears he redoubled his speed. The enemy 
followed close at his heels. The enthiisiasnl of his" 
followers might impede and betray him, and his 
only h^pe conskted in e&cting his ?scs^ unab- 
s«¥ed attd itnknawii. Ha4 any ^auBiher of Im 
troops coRected around him, he could ne* ha^e 
abandoned them, and their appearance would/ hame 
attracted the attention of the en^my^ and directed 
th^tt to their prey. 

A Mtfle before he arrived «t Charier^be haUe4 
and a fire being kindled, partook of the fmk re« 
freshment which he had tasted during fbtrrfiten 
hours. He was now accompanied by eight of his 
confidential officers. He her^ dismissed his guide, 
and ageAm teki»g boi*se jMUSsyed Im Qom^.to 
Chftrleroi. 

Here he made 6ne indfectual attempt to ftHty 
the fugitives, but totally failing 16 accoinpfigh his 
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object, hastened towards Philippeville. The gates 
were shut, and he was obliged to submit to the 
interrogation of the guard, and await the arrival 
of the governor before he could gain admittance. 
He entered with his little suite, and the barriers 
were again closed. 

. The news of his arrival at Philippeyille was soon 
spread abroad, and the fugitive soldiers who 
thronged every avenue to the place, and whose 
numbers every moment increased, halted under 
the walls. They were influenced to this by a 
double motive. They thought it their duty to 
rally round their beloved general, for he was yet 
beloved by them*, and once more united to him, 

* Mr. Simpson, in his visit to Flanders, witnessed some extraor- 
dinary and truly sublime instances 6f their undimiiiished attach- 
ment. As he pasiied through the hospitals at Antweip, one man 
was pointed out who had tossed his own amputated arm in the 
air with a feeble shout of " The Emperor for ever !'• Another, 
at the moment of the preparations to take ofiP his leg, declared 
that there was something he knew of would bure him on the spot, 
and save his limb and the operator's trouble. When asked ta 
explmn this wild temark, he said, < A sight of the Empc^r.* 
Tb^ ia[^)iitatiou did not save, him. He died in the surgeon's 
hgnds^apd his last words, steadfastly looking on his own blood, 
were that he would cheerfully shed the last drop in his veins for 
the great Napoleon. 

A singularly wild and almost poetic fancy, was the form in 
which a third bore his testimony to his enthi^siasm £or his chief. 
He was undergoing with matchless steadiness the extraction of 
a boll from his left ade. In the middle of the operation he ex- 
elaimed " An inch deeper and you will find the Emperor T* 
Simpson's Visit to Flanders^ p. l6. 
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tbey hoped to find in his name and in his genius 
a defence from the dangers to which they were 
exposed. Napoleon was anxious to proceed to 
Paris to counteract the machinations ofhisene* 
inieS) and to find the means of repairing his losses. 
The affectionate zeal of his soldiers would have 
delayed his progress, he therefore ordered thegates 
to be kept shut, and though he had now the power 
of rallying himself or by means of his officers, a 
safficient force to check the progress of the pur- 
suers, yet as that would interfere with his own 
private designs, he suiBered the disorderly flight 
of his army to continue. He even sought to com* 
plete and hasten the route, and for this purpose 
secretly despatched some emissaries from the town 
who making a short circuit, and theh suddenly pre- 
s^itkig themselves on the road frem Charleroi, 
vociferated *' The Prussians ! Thie- Prussians }** 
The scheme perfectly succeeded. They who were 
so eager again to see their Emperor and form a 
sacred guard around him, felt their former panic 
return, and hastily fled in every direction, spread- 
ing wherever they went the report that the Em- 
peror was blockaded in Philippeville. 

After having passed some hours at Philippe- 
ville, and eudeavoured to take that repose which 
bis wearied powers demanded, but which di; 
straction and dei^air would not permit him to 
enjoy, he continued his route to Mezieres, and at 
4ie upproaeh of night arrived at Rocroi. • He was 

i2 
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solicited to remain here by an immense crowd of 
the inhabitants, who hailed his escape with the 
most rapturous shouts, but he peremptorily vefosed 
their request, and hastily resuming his journey, 
arrived at Paris at nine o'clock on the evening of 
the 20th. 

During the absence of Napoleon from Paris, 
the different parties into which the ministry and 
the chambers were divided had not been idle. 
Many were Ae secret conferences wWch had beai 
held, and intrigue had been busy in every depart- 
ment of the government. All parties were agreed 
that if Napoleon was victorious at the outset of 
the campaign, his influence over the army and 
the people would be so great» that resistance to 
his government would be vain. They were there- 
fore ready to rally round him with appatent zeaK 
and to assist him with the united eniergies of the 
nation. The independence of France would thus 
be asserted ; all foreign interference, so humilt^ 
ating to their pride, would be defeat^^ and tfacgr 
consoled themselves with the hope thai; all the pro- 
mises which Napoleon had givcH to r^fard tlie 
liberties, and consult the real welfare of France 
would not, could not be violated. 

But should disgrace and defeat attend his ^fkt 
enterprise, many had determined to caM off his 
yoke, and to cause him to abdicate the throne 
which he had usurped. Scume, with Fouch^ at 
^eir head, hoped to prevent the d^solttticit of 



Digitized 



by Google 



AT PABIfi. 117 

France, by making their peace with the Bour- 
bons, hbA again recalling that fomily, whom they 
Ousted the new and severe lesson which they had 
recerrad had at lengdi taught wisdom. Others, 
believing tMt the allies would be faithful to their 
declarations, and permit them to choose their go« 
i^enment and Aeir chief, proposed to offer the 
crown to the Duke of Orl^ms, the only one of the 
ill-^vised family of the Bourbons, who seemed to 
haveimbibed those principles of moderation, which 
the king really possessed, but had not the firmness 
to make them the rule and guide of his admini- 
atratiott. Another party, whose leader was the 
rvirtuotts La Fayette, hoped that France might at 
length be permitted to enjoy some splendid and 
sablime constitution approaching to the boasted 
but delusive models of the ancient republics. 

These three parties formed the decided majority 
of die.<kpaties, and a considerable proportion of 
die peers. They would all cordially and zealously 
unite in accompiisbing the abdication of Napo- 
leon, and combining the greater part of the t^ 
l^its and influence of the government and the 
j>eapie, they would be irresistible. 

The faithful adherents of Napoleon were com- 
parativdy few. They consisted of those who were 
indebted to him for their honours and emolu- 
ments, or whose zeal in his cause, and the crimes 
vduch they had committed for his sake, would 
expose then to the vengeance of the Bourbons. 
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To these might be added a small uiunber of con* 
sistent and Yirtiious men who felt th^ sacrednees 
of an . oath, and iM>uld not m soon violate that 
which they had taken to de^qd the perami and 
the throne of the £m|>€ror. The chief of these 
was. the severe find iefl^xihle Carnot, 

Napoleon bad diligently watched the formation 
and designs of these, parties, and <many mere the 
conferences between him, lus brother Lueien^and 
some conj&dantial friendsi, respecting the measures 
which it would be ladvisablje for him to adopt. 
Xucien, misled by the affection, which he bore his 
brother, and somewhat compromising the con- 
sistency of his character, strenuously advised 
that, if reverses.should attend the opening tof the 
campaign. Napoleon should avail himself of the 
powers which the constitution gave him, and by 
dissolving the chambers, deprive his en^nies of 
the opportunity to injure him* He added, that the 
urgency of circumstances, and the necessity .of 
deviating from those measures which suited only 
a state of peace, and providing for the defence of 
the nation in a more . expeditious way than the 
slow and tedilius forms of the constitution allowed, 
would afford him a colourable pretext, and justify 
him in the estimation of the people. The .vanity 
of the Emperor, and the fondness for. despotic 
principles which, supposing. him.to have been. sin- 
cere in his determination to respect |he liberties 
of the French, still lurked in his.bpsom, inclif^ 
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him to listen to this advice ; but some doubt of 
the practicability 6f so bold and decisive a mea- 
sure, ittore apprehension of its consequences, and 
(miety the historian add >) a resolution which he had 
not yet quite abandoned to reign a constitutional 
monarch, prevented Napoleon from acceding* to 
the advice. In fact, nothing was determined, and 
ihe Emperor departed for the north, hoping that 
9ome brilliant exploit might render unnecessary a 
scheme so hazardous and objectionable. He was 
fully consciousr how much depended on the open* 
ing of the campaign, and this accounts for the 
frantic eagerness with which he followed the suc- 
cesses that be at first obtained. On parting with 
one of his confidential friends his last words were, 
" I have lost one game ; but here goes, double or 
quit.'* - 

As soon as the news of the battles of Charleroi 
arrived in P^ris, the exultation of the friends of 
Napoleon knew no bounds. Their most sanguine 
expectations were exceeded. The moderate party 
likewise rejoiced in the intelligence. The glory 
and independence of France were deitr to' them. 
Their opposition to^ the Emperor was abandoned, 
and they were preparing to call into action, in his 
favour, all the resources of the country. On the 
following day a second bulletin was published,' in 
the true style of Napoleon. The eneniy had been 
overthrown at' every point ; the Prussians were 
dfs^j^crsed, Jlnd wotild giv^ no further trouble ; the 
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' English v^ere faat retreating to BniKBgels, and the 
Tictoriou» columns of the French pressed qlow 
upon them. The days of JeiMt, Austerlitz, and 
Marengo, were not to be compared with Ae en* 
gagements of Quatre 3fas and Ligny. 

Two days of paipful suspense and ^nxious ex^ 
p^ctatioQ. now passed» when on the 20th^ in the 
afternoon, it began to be whispered that affairs 
were not gping on well, — that the army had sus^ 
tained a great and irreparable defeat,-;-that Jerome 
was wounded, the Emperor killed, and Wellington 
find Blucher in full march for Paris, The citjy 
noyif poured out its iyinpiense population. Every 
9treet was thronged. All hastened towards the 
Thuilleries, and eact^ one anxiously inquired of 
his neighbour what .was the news. The most 
ridiculous and the most horrible stories were cirr 
ciliated, The Buonapa^tists hoped that Ns^o- 
leou was pjceparing in his mmal way for the full 
efife^t of the news of some brilliapt and decisiye 
yfctory^by the preyious diJisenuRation of doubtful 
or unfavourable 4ntel)ige|ice; But every moment's 
arrival of travellers and couriers from the north 
weakened the hope to which they iondly clung, 
and when at length it was rumoured that the Em- 
peror had arrived, the real state of affairs was suf- 
ficiently plain. JHis arrival was the infallible 
signal of some dire and irreti:ievable di^ster. 

At nine o'clock tj^re^ qJl^furiots covfared w^ d»st 
entered the courts of the pajace of JElysee. They 
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W€re 90t iiunediately reeognised: by iiie ciW<( 
apd the gatef were npidly eloaed behind fhem*; 
Fr<Hn the first daK^eadkcl Geberal Drotiet, who 
advancing to a frieiid that stobd by, squeend bioi 
drnvulsively by the band, and taititlered« ^^ We art 
all done for I" Tht (bird caiViage drefw up and 
prevoited all fuither explanation. It wte opeiied, 
and ia the bottom lay a perEion pale,' exbauated^ 
and bia arm in a alii^. As he slowly alighied^ 
Napoleon^ who waa behind httB, pnriied him 
alonf^ threw him down on Uie firtepa of tite palace, 
spcungvforward^ rudied up the itairs, and entered 
the apartments without speaking a word, or look* 
ing at aaii^le person, His atteftdants hastened 
after him* As ' be iqpproached the dodr of. the 
saloon be saddenly firtopped, cast a look of inex* 
presstble fmgutsb on Drduet, exclaimed-^^^ Dis- 
honoured ! disipraced I" And hnhry ing into theapartt 
mm^ threw himself on^one of tfaesofttH and eovered 
his face Witih Jm hattds« These weire die first 
words be .had spoken during the last fimr and 
twenty hcmrs. . . 

Presen% he aroai and entered his eabtnet^ 
Soffie despatdales were laid befoteihim* One was 
firom. 4j^printesli Hortensia. He ire<;4gnised thie 

"■ ■■ ■■M l I ; ' I I ■! r ill 1 1 »i i < ■ i > ) ml f i i • ( r ill T i ilf 1 1 1 ■ I 

^1 for muck va^u^blf iqfonnatipii. resp^ctiiy t\m eiwatB of 
this and the following night, the author is indebted to an in^ 
teresting pamphlet by M. St. Didier, private secretary to Na» 
pol«oii; a^tWecf *«* lf\iits de PAMimion de TEmpereur Na* 
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hand, and eagerly seizing it, pressed it to Ms 
lips. Having i-ead it he immediately wrote ^ 
reply, and demanded some refreshment. Some 
soiip was brought him, and he ate it voraciously. 
He then ordered his Secretary to write to the 
Duke of Bassano (Maret), and to Count Regnault 
^e Saint Jean D'Angely, requiring their imme- 
diate attendance. Having taken off his boots he 
ordered one of the pages to wake him as soon a^ 
the ministers arrived, and throwing himself in his 
clothes on a sofa instantly fell into a sound sleep. 

The author makes no apology for the minute- 
ness of this detail. The most trifling circumstances 
connected with the close of the career of such a 
man as Napoleon acquire unusual interest. 

M. St. Didier gives an interesting account of 
an interview which took place between him and 
General Drouet while the Emperor slept. Drouet 
had not quitted Napoleon during the whole of the 
battle of the 18th. His opinion of the affair is 
Aerefore impoi^tant. > The detailed account which 
he gave of the engagement, in the chamber of 
peers, will be preserved in the appendix. 

" After the first advantages at Charleroi,'' said 
the general to his friend, '' and the brilliant afihir 
of Fleurus, we lost every thing, from two evident 
causes, to which a third might be added, which 
was more strongly felt, but not so well proved^ 
The first of these causes is the inflexibility of Uie 
Emperor, who, at the end of two daya of victofy> 
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was desirons of astonishing the world, of giving^ 
confidence to France, and spreading consternation 
over Europe by a third decisive triumph. This waft, 
a sublime but frantic project, which must neces- 
sarily enthrone the conqueror in the opinion of the 
world, or, if vanquished, lead him to a scaffold :-— 
a project which was seen into by the prudent 
Wellington, and which he disconcerted by leading 
on its heroic and extravagant author to the very 
gulf in which his power, his influence, and almost 
his very glory were to expire. In reality, the third 
battle, which we call the battle of Mont St. Jean, 
from the name of the village which was the prin- 
cipal scene of action, and which the enemy will 
call the battle of Waterloo, from another 
village occupied by the English, or that of La 
Belle Alliance, frcHU the name of a castle, whicli 
was occupied as the head-quarters of Blucher : — 
this third action, after balancing the victory by 
turns, which made it (if I may use the expression) 
fly backward and forward from the French cbloUri 
to th^ose of the Allies, from noon till eight in the 
evening, has demonstrated how the negative qua- 
lity, patieikce, could disconcert the combinations 
of a rash and impetuous general. Here then is 
the second cause of our defeat. The prudent ccm- 
queror of * Sdamanca, of Toulouse, of Vittoria, 
by a iooanceuvre worthy his immortal genius 
(tiiough a» it was purphased with the loss df some 
ci hk% choicest troops), c^ni^trained the &epj 
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victor of the Pyramids^ of MareDgo, (^Aaaterlitt, 
of Friedland, of Jena, to lower hia humbled laur 
jreb before those whom he had so often vanquished* 
I shall attribute the third cause of our defeat, to 
intrigue, to corruption, to treason* These, united 
together, have produced mistrust, mmnttlligenee^ 
fear and disorder. History will search into these 
•onrces, which I can but point out ; but to which 
the Allies (whose bravery I am nevertheless vary 
ready to admit), and above all the private eniemies 
and the personal competitor of Buonaparte^ uo- 
doubtedly owe their success. Let them make 
hi|ste to secure their triumph, and to make the 
best use of their victory, for the lion is not dead^ 
but only wounded/' 

The treason to which Drouet refers has neter 
been proved, imd in fact had no existence. The 
Allies owe not their success to any ^^ nastrust, or 
misinUUigencey but to their own invincible cou- 
rage and the skill of their conunanders. When 
the French found that thi3 troops who were ad- 
vancing on their rear, and whom they had been so- 
lemnly and repieatedly assured were the reinforce- 
ments of Grouchy, were actually the Prussians,— 
when Blucher and Ziethen, joining the left wing 
of the enemy swept every thing before tbem»*~ 
and when the British, whom they had been taught 
to believe were nearly annihilate<1> and incapable 
of further resistance, rushed upon them with re- 
sistless force, there needed no treason to {M'oduce 
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tlkat tmtTersal and &tal panic which withered the 
laurels of Napoleon, and hurled him from his 
tlirene. 

The night was fiir adranced when Napoleon 
awaked, and the ministers arrived. As the Secre- 
tary placed iiimself at the table to take notes of 
tiie proceedings. Napoleon remarked his paleness 
and agitation. " What !** said he, ** Drouet has 
been informing you of the affair. An evil which 
may be repaired is not a great one, and even if 
it were irreparable we should submit with becom- 
ing resignation.' Sit down and write." 

The bulletin of the battle of Mont St. Jean 
was now drawn up. Napoleon dictated the 
greater part of it, and then gave it to Regnault to 
correct. The Emperor now paced the room with 
rapid strides, biting bis nails, and taking^ snuflT 
every moment. The correction of the bulletin 
was finished. Maret had a cold and reserved air, 
Regnault was more affected. He stood at the 
table unconsciously drawing lines with his pencil 
on the bulletin which lay before him. Now and 
then he raised his eyes, and regarded Napoleon 
with a look of anxiety, pity, and affection. The 
Emperor continued to pace the room with more 
rapid steps; at length he suddenly stopped. 
^ Well ! this bulletin r he exclaimed. 
* ** Here It is coirected,** answered Ae Count. 

** Let us see,'* said the Emperor. 

ftegnaiilt b^gan to i^d it. The Empat>r 
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frequently interrupted him, " It was gained ! It 
was gained! The victory was mine." Whea* 
the bulletin was concluded, he added with a sigh* 
" It is lost ! and with it my glory^'' 

Count Regnault. — " You can oppose fifty vic- 
tories against one defeat/' 

The Duke of Bassano. — " This defeat is deci- 
sive ; the Emperor is right." 

The Emperor. — " They are not accustomed, 
to conquer, they will abuse their victory." 

The Duke. — " Those to whose cowardice 
Wellington's bravery has given a triumph, are 
more your enemies, than the English and Prus- 



sians." 



The Count. — " The republicans will lament, 
but they will endeavour to profit from the circum- 
rtance." 

The Emperor .-r-" They will do well, at least 
the gloi7 and liberty of the country will remain 
untouched. If the roysilists should prevail, it 
it is only from their being supported by the 
strangers." 

The Duke. — " The courage of the royalists, 
is in the head of Wellington, s^nd in the arm of 
Blucher." 

The Count. — " That which is most pressing is 
to stop Wellington and Blucher " 

The puke.—" How > the arayr no longer .exists,^ 
and the frontier is ui;icovered." 

The Count. — " The frontier is uncovered, but 
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the army exists ; nothing more is requisite than 
to rally it/' 

The Emperor. — " The army will rally of 
itself; we must re-organize it, and repair its 
losses/' 

" The Duke. — " Can you depend on Manriial 
Soult and Grouchy ?*' 

The Emperor. — " Grouchy is an honest but 
weak man ; Soult has given pledges/' 

The Count. — " The army will reorganize itself, 
but the brigades are incomplete/' 

The Emperor. — ^' Let the ministers be con- 
voked forthwith. I wish the chambers to be made 
acquainted with every thing this very night." 

The Duke. — " The pai-ties are about to put 
themselves in motion." 

The Count. — " The parties, in motion for a 
considerable time past, are about to recognise 
each other, to measure their strength, and to make 
attempts." 

The Emperor. — " So.n^uch the better: their 
masks will fall off, and, the public? will know 
ikenu as for me, I have,. Jong since, — Call the 
ministers. A report must be drawn up: — the, 
truth must be told. If all patriotism, if all honour, 
be not dead, wiU the chambers refuse me men and 
money?" . i 

The Duke. — " They will spea^ of sparing the, 
water and the engine, when the house ijs on 
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The Gouiit,— >* A dietalomfaip has been foolishly 
objected to. It is the measure which, at this day, 
would saye every thing/' 

The Emperor. — I have commenced a constitu- 
tional naonarchy. — Convoke the ministers/* 

The Dtike.— " No dietatoi^rip! but at the 
same time no indignities ! — If we are attacked we 
will defend ourselves/' 

The Emperor. — " Ah, my oW guard ! will they 
defend themselves like thee ?*^ 

Regnault now took his leave, but Maret re- 
mained with the Emperor who, notwithstanding 
hisfetigue, gave audience toCambac^s, Decr^s, 
Caulincourt, and €aniot, who hastened to him as 
soon as they heard of his twrrival, and eagerly 
proffered their services. The dictatorship was 
again discussed, 'but Napoleon would not consent. 
The danger of the chambers proceeding to ex- 
tremities against him^ and even depriving him of 
the crown was hinted. To this he would not 
listen for a moment. He affirmed that the thing 
was impossible. They couM not so soon forget 
the oitth which they had taken to him. At all 
events Awe truth should be fairly told them; he 
would put their fidelity and patriotism to the test, 
and he did not doubt that he should ' afterwards 
be able to foil any attempt which they might 
make against him. 

Napoleon had never fully confided in any of 
his ministers. In addition to the general police 



Digitized 



by Google 



INTSRVIEW WITH POUCHB^ I^ 

of Fouch^ he liad ettablklied a piirate police of 
his own, by whose meaas he was enabled to esti- 
mate tk^r fidelity, and to arrive at many truths 
which they would willingly have concealed froai 
him. An agent of this police was now introduced 
who reported to him the proceedings of the dif- 
ferent parties duriifg his absence, and their present 
intentions and strength. He had just begun to 
peruse the document when Fouch^ arrived. He 
ptofessed his deep regret at the events that had 
occurred) ^d bis unshaken fidelity and afiectiou. 
He^ndeavcHired to calm the agitation of the Em- 
pei!or. He assured him the evil was not irremedi- 
^le ; that the parties were tranquil, and meditated 
|io design s^^stf, his person or authority^ and that 
^ might confidently rely o^ their zealous co-ope- 
ration in re-organizing the imny and defending 
the country. On these grounds he opposed the 
dismissal of the chambers, and the assuatption of 
u^ dictatorship, as measures which were perfectly 
unnecessary, and which must occasion much dis-^ 
fliatisfaction and disgust. 

Mapokon listened, to him. with embarrassment 
and doubt. He hoped that the minister of the 
police might be credited in the r^ort which he 
gave, but he had pYivate reasons of his efwn for 
suspecting it. The Emperor expressed his deter- 
miuation to adhere to the forms of theconstitution, 
and to respect the existence and privileges of the 
chambers, and be rather abruptly dismuMed the 

VOL, II. K 
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jDioiater at^ointuag a meetiiig of 1^ oouncil at 
tight d^tlock) when the state of die public feeling 
Bugfat be disciisaed, and tfie necessary measures 
a^lopted.^ 

Ia this proceeding Fouch^ acted with much 
dissimulation* He had long determined that if 
Reverses attended Napoleon, he #ould abandon 
his cause, and courf the fayour of the Bourbons. 
Knowing Ihe decided and impetuous character of 
Napoleon, and his latent inclination toward^ 
despotic power, he feared that he might asStime 
the dictatorship and dis(tolTe the chambers before 
any preparation could be made to resist him. 
ffis object^ theirefiore, in this visit was to delude 
ind impose upon hte miMet by a false report of 
the state of parties. He hoped that thne m^ht 
t^os be gained ;'--^at the chambers might be <m 
Aeir guard ;--4hat they might be able to rally 
i^Dund t|M^ a sufficient defence, and that the am- 
bitious projects of Napoleon or his advisers might 
be rendered abortive* He succeeded ; or rather Na* 
poleon was not then so unprincipled or so much a* 
deB^ta» he imagined. The fevourable moment for 
assuming the dictatorship was lost, and France was 
mted from deieastation and ruin. In this Fouch^ 
displayed ^ome dexterity, and perhaps flattemd 
himMlf thathe was guided by truly patriotic vieirs, 
but it will be difficsl* to deny ^at he wilfully 
a^d deliberate^ deceived and betrayed^ ^ sove- 
reign whom he hM swern CothfiiUy to serve. 
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Wh«i FoucW was departed, the Einperor re- 
mained absorbed in thought. " Every thing,** 
said he to himself, "is according tpfaim tranquil, 
and I have only to speak to obtain all that I can 
desire. Which then, is right, this report or he? 
Ah ! Fouch^ is a traitor : I have long suspected, 
long known him, I will, I must believe this re 
port which accords so well with what 1 anticipate, 
and which has never deceived ftic/' He then 
commanded his secretary to make three copies 
of the report, one of which he sent to Carnot, and 
another to Regnault asking their advice. The 
third copy he retained himself and burned the 
original. The substance of the document was as 
follows : — 

*' The uneasiness is universal, but the more 
concealed as it becomes more general. There 
are meetings almost every night at the house of 

C a principal c^ent of the party of the Fed^fes. 

Another meeting at the house of L is com- 
posed of Royalists. This meeting is by no means 
' dangerous, nor will it become so, but in case of 
the enemy's success. The deputies are less tSmid. 
Yesterday one bf them proposed that during the 
Emperor's absence a commission of surveilitance 
should be appointed, composed indifferently of 
members of the chambers, or other persons, to 
which commission Prince Joseph and the cduricil 
of regency should be obliged to render an account. 
This motion will be made on the first news of 

k2 



Digitized 



by Google 



190 INTEBVIEW WITH 

guccess, under the pretext that the Emperor ivill 
seize that occaaioa to extei^ his constitutional au- 
thority. The royalists and the republicans of the 
assembly will come to an understanding. They 
will come to a much more perfect understanding 
should there be a reverse. The royalists wish it, 
and it is certainly believed that they will organize 
more than one reverse, which will be imputed to 
thp Emperor, Vh^^ spirit, they say^ begins to 
^roop. This is what they also say of Carnot, on 
f ccount of bis late report. The patriots, however, 
do not wifih for disasters, but if any should hap- 
peij,; they will be ready to profit by them/' 

The agent of Napoleon had rightly estimated 
the public feelings, and the Emperor might have 
p];€^dicte4 what afterwards occurred. But his va- 
nity would not let him suppose that they aimed at 
h^ abdication. He would not believe that they 
or !l^ra9ce could do without him : and he mere;ly 
anticipated some rigorous exactions in favo^^r o^ 
liberty as the price of the assistance which they, 
afforded him. 

Th^ Princf^ss Hortensia was now introduced. 
She had always been a favourite^ with Napplepn, 
and w,as sjupposed to have considerable interf^t 
If ith him, an interest which she never exerted for. 
i^ny biad purpose. Report had. confidently ^oken 
oftl^e intii;nate s^id inpestuoqs co^noxion wjiiqh. 
»iili8«?ted between tljem, but public ppii^ipnlil^^-, 
wjiiie agreed that she unifojrpdJy exerted her infl^* 
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ence over him, however it might have been ac- 
quired, in advocating every cause of justice arid 
mercy. 

She was pale, agitated, and nearly fainting. 
With all the eloquence which her affection for 
him could inspire, she urged him to endeavour 
to obtain a peace. She painted in sad and me- 
lancholy colours the calamities which hung over 
France, and the dangers which ^reatened him- 
self—and she besought him, by his love for 
France, by his attachment to her, by his regard 
for his own safety, to dismiss every ambitious pro- 
ject, every thought of revenge, and, ere it was too 
late, save his country and himself. He listened 
to her with impatience and ailger. He often strode 
across the room, then suddenly seated himself, 
and in a moment started up again, and replied to 
her only by half and disjointed sentences. He 
often repeated with vehemence, " The Bourbons, 
the English, dishonour !*' till at length, in a mo- 
ment of greater passion, stamping with his foot, 
and furiously striking on the table with his hand^ 
he threw down some books on her foot, ^hd con-^ 
jgjiderably hurt her. 

Uncertain whether this personal violence ^ais 
intended, her tears redoubled, and she could 
scarcely support herself. Napoleon was sensibly 
affected. He took her affectionately by the hand, 
exprei^sed his sorrow at the consequences of his 
unruly temper, and promised that as for as the in- 



Digitized 



by Google 



134 COUNCIL Of 

terest of France and his own glory woiild permit, 
he would think of, and grant her request. H<er 
countenance instantly brightenied, her fears and 
her pain were forgotten. The cloud for a mor 
inent left Napoleon^s brow. One of those ex* 
pressiye and insinuating smiles played upon his 
lips, which sometimes formed so strange a con- 
trast with the usual coldness and sternness of his 
countenance, afnd affectionately saluting her, he 
led her to the door and dismissed her. 

It was now nearly eight o'clock, and the mi- 
nisters were assembled in council. Napoleon 
joined tl^m with greater cheerfulness than he 
kad felt since the fatal day. The question of the 
Dictatorship was again discussed. Lucien vehe« 
mently urged it as the only means of averting 
from bis brother the disgrace which his enemies 
were preparing, and the only means of saying the 
country. This was opposed by Fouch^ on the 
pround which has just been stated, that the loyal 
and patriotic sentiments of th^e chambers rendel^ 
such a measure perfecjtly unneceipsary. It was 
likewise opposed by Carnot, m rescmWiDg too 
muGb the despotism by which Napoleon's fonner 
govaPiOBent )iad been characterised, but be added, 
that having professed himself the friend of Napo- 
leon, he would zealously defend liipn to the Imt, 
extromity, add would rather aep bis master assume 
the pow€r o{ DictatQ^^ and assert ^ bis ooastfttnt 
\tioMl priviJegi^in-dissobmg the.chambers,'ilHUi 
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fluffer him to be drivai from his throne %^exr 
teraal or interoAl violence. Regnault wamtjr 
supported the wwmption of the Dictatorship. D^ 
tri^ i^d.DaTouitwere inclii^ to the same opi- 
nion. Cambac^res sided with Fouch^ and Camot. 
Napoleon said little. He attentively listened to 
the arguments of eithar party, and at length ex- 
pressed his firm determinatioik to throw himself 
on the loyalty of the chambers, and concert with 
them the measures which the present ^critical situ- 
ation of France required. 

White the council was d^berating on the form 
of the. message to be delivered to the chambers, 
4be deputies met. Napoleon had ordwed a bul- 
letin of their proceedings to be sent to him by a 
co^Mential agent every quarter of .an homr. The 
&rat bulletin filled die court par^y with ialan». 
La Fayette had appeared in the tribune, «nd had 
iiiaved that the sioiags of the chambers should be 
)deebu>ed permanentt and that ev^ry attempt to dis- 
«ol¥e them shotild be resisted and punished as 
Mf^ trefson; All questikm respeetmg the dic^ 
tatoraliip was now at an end, nmkjss the £a^ror 
WB» nescdv^ to odd line bbrrors of ^vil war to 
the oalamities which were nowdtieastt^^ng the 
£Fo<iCiers,:aai.thv«ttitetted to penelrate to 4lie ^very 
;hcnrt.of FraoDe. 

M Theconnoitntts for % while hBt in Astonish- 
4m!Ukwkdfmt\ bu« die nest intalligence recalkd 
iimai».jiimtwt^^ stpd ^A^wid #eai all 
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the danger which thrrateoed Napoleon and his 
party. The ministers were ordered to appear in 
the chamber of deputies, and there answer to any 
questions which might be put to them. At first 
they hesitated whether they would obey this un- 
expected, and peremptory and unconstitutional, 
summons. Napoleon wajs indignant at the insult, 
and at first insisted that they should not appear. 
He even spoke of putting himself at the head of 
the few troops in Paris, on whose fidelity he was 
assured he might depend, and marching to the 
hall, to dissolve the chambers by force. No 
one but Lucien was found sufficiently bold, or 
.faithful, or unprincipled, to second this rash pro- 
posal. His ministers warmly urged the impolicy 
of a step which mi;ust be fatal if not attended with 
complete ii^uccess ; and entr^eated that he would at 
least delay any decisive measure: until be had 
^ascertained the real views of the chambers^^ and 
the relative strength of the difierent parties; H^ 
consented, and even professed to renounce every 
d|?sign against the exttstence and indepeitdeAee 
Qf the ch^unbersi unions he should te compeUeid U> 
defend his.person or his throne against thcor^ tma- 
ffpn^able projects. . v 

; A discussion nowcommeaced on.the£Qm ixf 
the communication which Napolem should make 
lo the chsmbeirs of the evente wlwh hftd passed, 
^nd the natures of his: pr^dnt wis]bes:,aQ^intf» 
tiipiis,:;wh«» skwcawd and:mflfr« parei^fttoryismtt- 
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mons arriTed, requiring the immedkte attendance 
of the ministers in the hall of the deputies. The 
council broke up in dismay, and nothing was de- 
termined, except that an extraordinary nieethig 
should be summoned in the evening, consisting of 
the ministers, the presidents and secretaries of the 
two chambers, and the principal civil and military 
authorities. 

It has just been stated that the deputies as- 
sembled while the council of the ministers con- 
tinued their deliberations. La Fayette had ob- 
tained intelligence of the subject which engaged 
their attention, and which had been so often dis- 
cussed in the private assemblies at the palace. 
He was sufficiently experienced in the manoeuvres 
of revolutionary times, to know that not a moment 
was to be lost, Itnd that all depended on strikingthe 
first blow. He therefore managed that the cham- 
ber should meet at an earlier hour than usual, aufl 
the Presidaat'had no sooner taken the chair, than 
he prts^fiteduhimsfelf at tlie tribune. He had 
hlfh^rto teiken no share in their dis^ussidns. 'He 
hakt^ngled with none of the parties, birt Had kept 
ini^c^lf perfectly ak)Of; as if hie were coiiscibas 6f 
disgrace in belonging to the government which 
JNapoleott had instituted. ' His appearancie therje- 
(6te excited ttie greatest surprise and the most 
lively eispectation, and a profonnd silence reigned 
throtlgfc the whole^asi^rtibly. 

^XSSmlktoftn/' saidrte, " for the firsttime during 
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many years you hear: a voice, which the dd 
fiiends of liberty may yet recognize. The country 
is in danger, and you alone can save it. 

" The sinister reports which have been circulated 
during the last two days, are unhappily confirmed. 
This is the moment to rally round the national 
colours, — the tri-coloured standard of 1789,— the 
standard of liberty, equality, and public order. 
It is you alone who can bow protect the country 
from foreign attacks, and internal dissensions. 
It is you alone who- can secure the independence 
and the honour of France. 

^^ Allow a veteran in the sacred cause of free- 
ydom, at»l a stranger to the spirit of faction to sub- 
mit to you some rescdutions, which the dangers of 
the present crisis demand. I am assured that you 
wiU feel the necessity of adoptiagthem>-^ 

^' Art. 1. The diambar dedar» that the inde- 
pendence of the nation is maaaiead, 
. *^ II. The chamber declares its sittings pelv 
jmuient. All attempte to dissolve it, ^hell be cott^ 
ittdered high treason. Whowev^ abidl raider biiii- 
M^f culpable of such an attempt, shall b^' oonai- 
lAesed a traitor to his country and condetnmed as 
such* • 

^' III. The army of the line^ and the natiwMd 
guards, who have fought, and still %fat for the 
liberty, the independence, and the 'territory of 
France have merited well: of the oountapy. 

>' IV. The Minister of the Interior is invited 
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Msemble tl^ principfl^l officers of the Parisian 
national guard, in order to consult on the means 
^f providiug it with arms, and of completing this 
corps of citizens, whose tried patriotism and zeal 
offer a sure guarantee for the liberty, prosperity, 
and tranquillity of the capital, and for the in* 
violability of the national representatives. 

'' V. The Minister of War, of Foreign Aflfeurs, 
of Police, and of the Interior, are invited to repair 
to the Hall of the Assembly/' 

No opposition was made to these resolutions^ 
^ alarming and so bold. The court party was 
taken by surprise, and absolutely thunder*struck* 
The leading members were noiw with the E«i«> 
peror, and the others had not the courage to fiM^t 
the impending storm. 

After a sbort oJMservation from M. Flaugergoes^ 
wbO' ei:pr€ssed his winh ^^ that the ministw 
ought to be summoned without delay, and re- 
quired to eommonieate every particular of the 
4^eai which the army bad sustained, and thereat 
dei^M of the Emperor," — and a still bolder n^ 
mark from anotlier m^nber, '^ that in a few mo» 
mente the chamber might be dissolved, and that 
they would have the regret of losing by their das- 
Jay, an opportunity which might not be regained," 
ihe propositions were aU carried by acclamaiioii, 
e&cept the fourth;. Thia was for ike present sus- 
pended, w conveying an invidious ^iRrtinction be* 
tween &e ttoofis o£ the Itae, and Ibe mftional 
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guards, and imputing to Napoleon an intention t(r 
avail himself of the assistance of the troops 
which they had no doubt existed in his mind, but 
of which he had not yet given any actual proof. 

Although the fourth resolution was not adopted 
by the chamber, the national guard availed them- 
selves of the hint. They immediately assembled 
at their respective rendezvous, and a picquet was 
sent from every arrondissement to do duty at the 
hall of the deputies, and to charge themselves with 
the protection of the national representatibn. 

The resolutions of the deputies were trans* 
mitted to the chamber of peers, and there adopted 
with scarcely more discussion, and without amend- 
ment* 

These steps decided the fate of Napoleon. AU, 
except himself, predicted the speedy termination 
of his reign, but be was yet unconscious of danger. 
He saw in these measures only the expression of 
the fears which the deputies entertained lest lie 
diould dissolve them, and re-establish his former 
ctespotism, and he ^did not doubt, that when these 
apprehensions were removed, they would zeal- 
ously coroperate with him in endeavouring to 
save their country. 

The day passed over without any event of con- 
sequeiice. The chambers exacted from the mi- 
nisters the most positive assurances that no designs 
were harboured against them: and the minister 
vi war especially, was compelled repeatedly to 
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deny that the troops had received orders to sm^ 
round and intimidate or- dissolve the assanbly. 
The different parties regarded each other with 
distrust. They were mustering their respective 
forces, and it was easy to foresee that a speedy ex-*' 
plosion was inevitable. 

The citizens of Paris anxiously awaited the re- 
sult of the impending struggle. Groups with- 
out number assembled on the walks, on the quays, 
en the bridges, and on the boulevards. At the 
aj^roaeh of the police they dispersed, and then 
formed again without ceasing. The passengers 
looked at each other distrustfully ; they addresse<i 
each other with precaution ; they answered with 
hesitation and ambiguity. No one dared to utter 
wbat he feared, what he hoped, what he thouglit, 
or what he knew. Fear and silence reigned in. 
most o£ the gro4:tps, who were collected together 
h(y a troubled and irrepressible curiosityy and dU^ 
united by a terror still more alarming. At lengths 
tjieir desire of information, and the interest which, 
they fe]t in the passing events, unchained tbeiv 
tdiigti^. Some scarcely dissembled tiie joy which 
they felt. Some venture to speak of the abdicar . 
tioEn, the trial, the death of the Emperor. Oih^rs' 
foi:^Iy anticipated the -return of the Bourbons, 
and cries of '^ Vive le Jtoi/'^ were -occasiQaally 
hu^rd:^jbtut th^ msuority still consider^ the iUr. 
tejrecit^ xiyf^J^apc4?on a»d th« pe(^le, to be^ ibse? 
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panbly unfted, wad crieskof ** Vive fEmpereutl** 
drowned every seditious shout. The federis, and 
the inbdntaute of the suburbs were loudest in 
their vociferations. Many broils ensued, and some 
blood was gdied ; but the mild, yet firm condttct of 
the national guard prevented much serious mis- 
chief. 

The funds which had been gradually sinking 
since the departure of the Emperor, and which on 
the first news of the defeat of Waterloo had been 
as low as fifty, began rapidly to rise, in propor- 
tion as it became evident that some attempt was 
in comtemplation to remove Napoleon from the 
siupreme power. 

Two persons were this day tried for distribut- 
ing seditious libels, and though the facts were 
jW[*oved by the clearest evidence were acquitted* 
Their advocate in the course of hk defence made 
use of many expressions against the character and 
government of Napoleon, the least ofiensive erf 
whidh would, in other times, have doomed him to 
a dungeon for life. 

At night the Imperial committee assembled. 
Thiscommittee was composed of the ministers hoW- 
tng departments ; the ministers of state ; the pre- 
sident and four members of the chamber of peer^ ; 
the president and four vice-presidents of the re* 
presentatives ; the heiads of the dvil and military 
authorities of Paris, and some state connsellorSf 
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peers, representatives, mid citizens, if ho were in** 
Tiled by the Emperon The friends of Nap<deo» 
were the more numerous party. 

The sca[ie8 which had been witnessed in the 
streets were here repeated as the members gnu 
dually assembled and awaited the coming of the 
Emperc^. Some were meditative and silent ;"— 
others endeavoured in the most artful way to sound 
the intentions of their associates, and all most care* 
fully disguised their thoughts and intentions. 

A secretary announced the approach of the 
Emperor, who was preceded by his three brothers. 
All the assembly rose. He saluted them respect- 
fully, but with some embarrassment. They then 
reseated themselves without waiting for any pre- 
vious command, and a profound silence sue- 
ceeded. 

The Emperor, attempted to speak. He waa 
pale and agitated. His hand which he extended 
on the table wa& ahnost convulsed. The distress 
under which he laboured, evidently affected his 
audience, and produced the most favourable im- 
pressions, and many abandoned the offensive and 
almost insulting propositions which they had in- 
tended to make. 

He spoke at first in a low and almost unintel- 
ligible tone. His sentences were imperfect and 
disjointed ; but by degrees he became calm and 
master of himself. He frankly acknowledged the 
full extent of the disasters which the army had 
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experienced. He spoke of the couc^er .aad 
devotion of his troops with the warmest jbAt 
miration. He candidly acknowledged the faults 
which he had committed in the opening of the 
campaign, and on the bloody day of Waterloo. 
He praised in the highest terms the unconquer- 
able bravery of the British, and the unrivalled 
talents of their commander. He confessed that 
he Jiad now no resource but in the affection, fide- 
lity, and zeal of his people ; and entreated the ad- 
vice of the committee as to the measures which it 
vas necessary to adopt. 

A , murmur of approbation ran through the 
whole assembly, and not a few of his auditors who 
had come to the meeting with hostile feelings,, 
became cpiiverts to his cause. 
. Count Regaault * opened the debate. 

' * Regnault deSt Jean d'Angely was an advocate before tbc. 
tftFoliition, and practis^ed at the town from which he has tak^i his 
titles He was deputy to the states-general, and, though he took 
no leading part in the dissensions of that assembly, established 
his character for moderation and liberality. Under tlie reign of 
Robespierre he shared in the persecution wWch awaited every, 
rational and true patriot. He was proscribed, and with diiicalt^ 
escaped. He appeared no more on the political theatre until tjie 
consulate of Buonaparte, whose cause he zealously espoused. 
For this he. wag uiade counsellor of state, and president of the^ „ 
council. 

He faithfully adhered to the fortunes of his master during all ' 
thetl' vicissitudes, biitnever displajred any mean serviHty,6r was* 
concerned m'any of the atrocities which disgrax^ -the rdgn of 
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♦•^The glory of France/' said he, " is in the 
army. Her honour depends on the restoration of 
<mr losses. Her liberty and independence are con- 
nected with the strength of her defenders. Tile 
safety of the country consists in their number, their 
discipline, and their exploits. A great reverse is 
to great souls but a salutary warning. Let us turn 
to the triumph of principles, that misfortune which 
at first sight may appear to compromise them. If 
victory has ceased to crown our standards, are 
there not other palms besides those which are 
sprinkled with blood. The olive of peace may 
still flourish upon our menaced frontiers; but 
that it may bear permanent fruit it must be 
planted by heroic hands. Already does the army 
rally ; but our astonished eagle afflicted at the 
absence of its defenders, demands that we should 
fill up those glorious vacancies, which unheard-of 
sacrifices have made in their ranks. Will you re- 
fuse to recruit with heroes this heroic army ? By 
enlarging its battalions, or, at least, by filling 
them up with devoted men, you will second the 
public enthusiasm — you will crown the wishes of 
the nation. Far, however, be from us the desire 
of revenge. The only conquest for which we 



Napoleon. He was tupposed to be the best scholar in France^ 
and had acquired the happy art of securing the warm affection 
of his friends and the esteem of the most yirulent of bis politieal 
enemies. 

VOL. n. L 
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%ht is tbat of peace ; but in ordef that we may not 
be compelled to beg it on our knees, it ig neceaBafy 
diat the aiuaber of our sddiers should corretpcmd 
with their courage. A nation defeated, but which 
nerer will be utterly vaiiquiahedy sboHM iK>t pre- 
0ent the reed of peace, bat when leaning up^ 
the massive club of her combats. 1 conclude with 
moTing, that the chambers make an appeal ta 
French yalour, whilst the Emperor is ivmtmgy^f 
* peace in the. moi^ steady and dignified manner/' 

La Fayette next rose. Every eye ww fix^ 
upon him, and the moat profound ailence reignad 
through die assembly. Napoleon was agitated 
almost to suffocatic^:!, but he speedily recovered 
himself, and assumed the appearance of indiffi^r- 
ence and unconcern. 

^^ In love for my country,*' said bcr ^* and 
ardent wishes to save it from the dangem whiok 
threaten to overwhelm it, 1 will not yield to the Iwt 
speaker. The sincerity of bis i^trlotism I am.a0t 
disposed to doubt ; but it is with pain that laiB 
t^unpelled to say, that die measures whioh ite 
proposes, would hasten and aggravate the calam- 
ties that we all deprecate. Th^ fine army. imHk 
which our northern frontiers were covered is w^ 
more. It can oppose no effectual resistance to the 
hordes of foreigners, who have already passed o^r 
borders, and whose course is marked with de- 
vastation and blood. It is under the. Wj^)l3 of 
Paris alone that our scattered troops will be i^bk 
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to imite, and dki^iute with thd enemy the pos8e»- 
«m] of the (ia|»tal of the tmpire. 

Of the isstie of the eontesC I should not be 
doubt&l. At the voice of their government, ftUd 
to defend the liberty, tihe ibtegrity, and the inde- 
pendence of hi« country^ eVery Ftenchmaa would 
fly tb arms, lind the invaders would be chased 
from our soil with sad d^comfiture. But thongfh 
the triumph would be certain, the contest would 
be long and dreadful. Our firuitfol fields would 
be laid waste, and our rivers run wilfe bl^od. Is 
it necessary to expose our country to these cala- 
mities ? Is it necessary to fill it with widows and 
orphans ? Are there no means by which peace 
may be obtained without comi^romising our ho-^ 
ncmr? 

The last speaker has proposed that pacific over* 
tures should be made to the Allies ; that while an 
appeal is made to French valour, the Emperor 
should treat for peace in the most dignified man- 
ner. But with what prospect of succesa will he, 
or can he treat? Hate n^ our enenries pledged 
themselves to a line 6f conduct which, adopted 
when the issue of the contest was uncertain, and 
while all France appeared to have rallied round 
the Emperor of their choice^ will Mot be readily 
nbandoni^ noir that victory has crowned their 
efforts? 

Mingled sentiments of affiection and respect pre- 
Tent me from being more expUdt. There is but 

l2 
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^eiDMMre which can save tbe country, and if 
th6t ministers of the Emperor will not ^vise 
Inm t6 adopt it) his great soul will teveal it to 

This speech excited many murmurs from the 
court pafQr, and much applause from others. At 
ttre close of it the Emperor tast his eyes down, 
and immediately raised them again with a smile 
^f disdain* 

■' The Duke of Bassano (Maret)* could not con- 
tain ^is indignation. He proposed, with little 
jpreface, that all who for twelve years had made 
parts of different factions, whose common object 

■ j y 11 n i « II ■■ ■ ■ I I ■ ■ I I II I I I 

* * Maret wag the son of an apothecary at Dijon, and at the 
%egihning cfihe revolution came to Paris without money, friewb, 
t>r credKC. I cantiot give abater account of him than by a trans- 
ktion ftom the very interesting publication of M. Pradt^ the 
Archbishop of MechHn, entitled " Histoire de TAmbassade en 
Pologne.** The curious nature of the extract, will be admitted 
asatt apology ibr its length. 

> ** Who then b Uits Duke <^ Bassano, who unfortunately fcr 
Fmnoe Has been oomieGted widi every epoch of her rerolutiaiiy 
fh>m the short-hand writer's box in the assembly, where he fint 
became a politician, to the highest honours of the Ministry, and 
wIk) embarrasto the world to resolve the problem of the intrinsic 
worth of au upstart journalist. 

A mediocrity of talent combined with the most insatiable aon- 
bttiou, — a high opinion of himself exhibited in the nlinutest 
trifles,— a^SyfrartHfm of vanity,— a Phylinthud with a heart of 
uron^'-'an apparent display of sensibility, without the actual pos- 
uteinon of the smallest portion of it, — a sublime gmus in a coterie 
#r baU*rDom,««-« pretension to univeiari talents, and universal 
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plaoed under 4he«unFeiUaB6e of a lafOdre; iev^te 
folice. ^^ C$meik^09e^ififs$ohe*pnm^^^f'm^ 
he, " who from Paris, from La Vend(te, from Lijile, 

biiowl«}gte4^-«iFiiJgar hnitattcm 4rf his rafHitlsrsrrtWn^eil^ept ef 
tenrilify, — ^tbe nvowlitjy and the eloquence ot tbe Si(,onit^\uy— tueh 
is the Duke of Bassano, one of the scourges of the age. 

These imputations are severe. They inquire proofs; I feel 
that justice demands it. When we attempt to detfir^ne a man 
from the reputation to which he has at(aine<i,r— ^en>ejibQ him 
of th^ treasure of his good name, we ought to be a^Md at jUl 
points; but when the influence of a man is found to be connected 
with the public calamities of his time, when his fortune and his 
fame are nourished by the disasters of the human race, — ^when 
blinded by pride, a little puppet atlas, attempts te ehMPgehkn- 
«elf with a part of the burden of the world, and when his vanity 
persuades him that he he can sport himself with that weight, t^ 
h^yy fcMT ordinary powers, — a weight in rcahty not so (^ppressii^ 
as his peAon is sacred, — when he sports with the interests of so 
many men, so many natimis, and sacrifices them to his caprice or 
bis folly, can we be too severp ? Is it not our right, and oi^r 
duty, to invoke, and to cause to speak, with a voice ofj^uttder, 
those three sisters who ought never to b^ separated, ju8^i^,mo- 
mlity, and history. Is it not oar duty to t^^ar oiOT th^ l^ask ffOfi 
a juggler, who scatters around ionumeilible calaaiities^ with, ap 
impudent and undisturbed cojuntenance, and, who oft^ pbt^uns 
the homage, even of his victims. Tbese Tartufes of seosibili tyir^ 
these cold-hearted ambitious men, these slaves of every jwaster 
who will sulBcientLy bribe them,— who pursUeas their only ob- 
ject, the increase of their fortune, or th^ gratification of their 
* passions,— who trample without remorse pn theju; equais»^an4 
regard their superiors as idols ; these men have been tffpjoi^a/ch 
spared,^-let us render to every one th^t which is his di|^, jaofi 
Ut the B^ke of Bassana> who has so often^hud r^o^r^.t^ 
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from Teulouae, 'ftvMi Manseilks, anel from Bo«n 
d^uix, feed the \»pen of Ibe Court of Cihoat^ and 
the ahitBosity of Eurot^e wbiob they kave ikteT'^ 
mined to imite ia one coalition. Eselwie thetr 



flattery to deceive others and who has succeeded only in 
deceiving himself, know that his character has been truly 
appreciated. 

The Duke of Bassano made his debut in X79O9 in the box of 
a Journalist in the Constituent assembly^ His only support wa» 
derived from reporting the debates in the Moniteur. He at 
length ingratiated hin^self with the proprietor of the paper, and 
acquired an inferior share in it. This introduced him to the 
society of some of the leading members* His flatteries and his 
servility soon gained him the patronage of Roland, Brisot, and 
Lebrun, and he accompanied M. Chavehn in his Embassy to 
London, at the period of the death of Lewis XVI, and was on 
the point of supplanting his superior, when they were all driven 
from England. He was sent back on a second mission, but not 
allowed to proceed further than Canterbury. 

The diplomacy of the Convention had nothing in it to alarm 
him, or to shake the robust fibres which form the tissue df hi^ 
heart. He was soon afterwards despatched on a mission to 
Naples, but the Austrians disconcerted his schemes, by arresting 
him, and Semonville, the Ambassador to Constantinople, and 
some other incendiary at the entrance of the Valteline, Restored 
to France, when the consulate was established, by being ex». 
changed for the daughter of Lewis XVI, he succeeded M. de. 
Lagarde as Secretary to the Council of Government. He held 
that situatiop until he was appointed Minister of Foreign affws 
in the room of M. de Champagny, This office had long been 
the object of his ambition. The labours of the Cabinet, always 
a little obscure in their nature, presented a scene too limited^ a 
theatre too confined for the exertion of his supenor talents* He 
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fdnotkns. Watch oTer the inferiop agents witb 
HMte Mrietaese^ and you will have produced the 
di>uble efiKect^of diacoDterting the foreign enemy, 



would he mimster 6f France, and of Europe, for rn the present 
situatioin of politics, the French minister of Foreign affairs was 
nothing less. 

TheDukeof Bassano thought, that a brilfiant appearance, a pd- 
liteness too common to be flattering to him to whom it was ad- 
di'essed, and too general t6 be capable of being applied to any 
pirticufer person, formed the grand essential of a minister, and 
would conceal every defect. 

His eloquence is dull, Embarrassed, never precise, never lu- 
minous, and always tedioUs. His principles change with the 
circumstaiicEs of every case, or are comprised in present cdn- 
veniettce, fbrce, and the long catalogue of sophisms of which 
French diplomacy has been composed during twenty-five years. 
His dAys are spent iti hunting, in attendance at the palace, in 
repasts prolonged to excess, and in lounging with every one who 
win give hiiti bis company. At length the hour of w6rk arrives, 
and that is generally tlie pieriod when nature requires repose. The 
hour of midnight sounds. He then thinks of the duties of his 
office. — He shuts himself up in his cabinet. — He calls his clerks.—. 
He gives them no respite. Woe to him whom sleep then over- 
powers. Towards ^re o'clock in the morning the minister re^ 
tires to repose, and leaves to hife unfortunate dependents the 
kbour of ti^xidng to souie luminous orders, the sublime con- 
ceptioniy of which they had been made the depositaries. Demos- 
tihenefi/ isdd tiiat his works smelled of oil . Those of the Duke of 
Bassano had no better odour, and I can affiriu that I have nevei* 
received k despatch frbm him which cduW bear the light 
of day. » 

Flattef^is the Mimrt in^ to •gaiu'tbe hiHmt of the Bake of 
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jomI €f sMDgtIieiikig' the gOTenui^^t md iitk 
friends. Had this measure been adopted, a 'per- 
son ii*ba now hears qie, and who well'ui^erBtftnds 
me, would not smile at the misfortunes- of ti^ 



f Bassanck With him every thing must be flattered, every thing^ 
admired, even the little dog of the Duchess. A person w^l ac- 

:<|uainted with the foibles of the minister has said, that tbat dog 
has made many Senators and many Prefects. He posaessesi a 
3ove pf neatness, which descends to the veriest trifles. It. is 
amusing to hear him recount all the little niceties of his domestic 
economy,— *to dwell with energy on the minutiaB of every part 
of his establishment, and even to see with care and precision^ he 
trimmed liie rose-bushes in his garden. _ ^ . 

The Duke of Bassano is celebrated for the steadiness of his 
friendships. This is with him a point of religion ; but I have 
detected him in one flagrant instance of impiel^ towanjs ibii 
' divinity. 

Towards the latter end of June M. d'Andf^^ formeriy wril 
known as president of the constituent assemblyy arrived at W^- 
eaw« He had been sent for from Vienna by the Du^ of Bas- 
saMo, where he resided. The reason of his joum^ he knew not, 
neither did I. The Duke told liim to stay near pate, and to 
w<ut for orders* M. d' Andr^ was the author of all ths^> Duke's 
good-fortune by causing a box to be fitted up for him-and his 

.• journal in the body of the assembly. 

He shewed me a letter from the Duke which wan to serve as 
his credentials with me. It was full of eSEpressions of affeeHon, 

: and precessions of eagerness to see him* It stated that a wisk to 
see him again and to be of service to him was nearest the heart of 

» tlie DiAke^ I was persuaded that M. d' Andre was an intimate 
ftiend of the Duke, and that his fortune was secure. I had only 
known M. d*Andr6 by seeing him in the ossembfyg and we were 
then attached tp^b£fapent parties. I have ein^e iejpett^ tbit I 
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knew him so late» for I foimd him, in every respect, one ciAe 
most worthy men with whom I was eva* acquainted. 

Some weeks passed over without any intelligence from the 
Duke. Several letters were written to him, but they vemained 
unanswered* I endeavoured to calm the impatience of M*. 
d'Andr^, who^sometimea determined to set out for Wilna, and at 
others to return to Vienna. In fine, the whole campaign passed 
away without the Duke communicating any message, or writing 
a single line. On the retreat from Moscow the Duke arrived at 

' Warsaw, and dined with me four days in company^ with M. 
d'Andr^^ without addresmg" one word to him, or giving any 

* repfy to his demand of an audience ; and when indignant at this 
forgetfulness not only of the duties of iriendship, but even of 
conunon politen^s, I aideavoured to impress him with the ne- 
cessity of not departing without taking some notice of a friend so 
dear, he acquiesced in the propriety of my observation^ and 
taking him aside, addressed to him a few words at one of the 
wmdowB, coolly proposing to pay the travellirg ^cpenses (which 
besides were most strictly calculated] of a man whom he had 

' brought more than two hundred leagues, who had qnitted every 
employment, at his request, and whom he was now sending back 
when ^ thermometer was twenty-five degrees below the freezing 
point. Thus ended the drama of his friendship for M. d'Andr6. 
£Tery spectator was overwhelmed with mingled astonisfamesKtand 
indignation^ 

I am willing to idlow that the Duke of Bassano possesses all 
thalseisibility wUeh his firiends attribute to him, and which ftey 

. extol f^ highly r but let them ^cplain. to me in what that sen-* 
J^^itfi^iii^fh^^ whidbt c^Nounands a secietar^r to write and re* 
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this insfiraation ; tfa^ Duke of Bassano attempted 
to proceed, and to explain what he had said, but^ 
the indignation of the assembly was ^xti^^Bic. 
Hiisses and the most violent expressions of eeiisare 
drowned the yoiee 4d 4he s peaker . 

proach me because 1 tesfified some regret at the burning of Mos- 
cow, which inculcates the horrible principle that I ought to re- 
gard the calamity with enthusiastic feelings, and use it as the 
means of exciting the enthusiasm of ot|jiers — enthusiasm excited 
by a calamity, a parallel to which has not afflicted the human 
race since the burning of Troy J Let them explain to me in 
what his sensibility could consist, who, when he was informed 
tliat thirty leagues of country were laid waste, and every human 
habitation reduced to ashes, on the entrance of the French army 
into Lithuania, coolly replied, " This is nothing, they have yet 
scarcely passed the frontiers." — Who, while French and Rtas- 
sians, friends and enemies, were perishing by thousands, and by 
every horrible kind of death, enjoyed undisturbed the comedy of 
Wilna, for the company which acted at his command, and for 
his amusement, did not cease to play a single evening, during 
the whole of that unfortunate campaign, — and who, to fulfil the 
orders of his master, will inflict bnhis fellow-creatures a thousand 
indignities, and overwhelm them with every species of misfortune* 
and to whom the misery of nations is nothing, and servility and 
blind obedience to his master, the highest object of hh am- 
. bition. 

The only act of the Duke of Bassano was to read the secret 
thoughts and wishes of the Emperor. It was curious to see with 
vhat an air he contemplated and listened to him. It seemed as 
if he was gazing on the countenance of a divinity. He compre- 
hended* he admired every thing. I never saw a more perfect 
devotee. The repression, the annihilation of his own powers of 
thought were carried to a state of absolute perfection. He saw 
and felt only as the Emperor pointed the way. He wrote to me 
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TleMiheraftioA amtintied d uring seTeral bonn. 
M. LaDJmnaiA and Comtent hi no equivocal twjmSy 
attpported die fiaiitimente of La Fayette. Another 
ntenber spoke of the poaiibility, or eyen the ae-> 

■ '»«- ■'■! Ill I I I II II " ■■ 

on the 6ih of July, " Tbe despatch which you sent me, charmed 
me, but the Emperor said that it was bad, and he is right." 

As to his talents, we may judge of them not only from the 
Moniteur, of which he was one of the principal editors, but from 
the acts which have emanated from him in the course of his mi- 
nistry. Among other articles, I entreat the reader to peruse his 
report on the declaration of war against Prussia in 1 8 13. Be- 
cause the Emperor was about to make war against Russia, it 
was necessary that Prussia should be erased from the list df 
nations. This is a fair specimen of the logic of the Duke of 
Bassano. 

He carried to perfection that system of juggling and deception 
by which the political charlatans who have governed during so 
many years have constantly endeavoured to pervert facts, to mu- 
tilate and to torture them, to extract poison from them. A 
system invented in an age of liberty and illumination, to assist 
one man in precipitating millions of men to ruin and death, by 
means of ignorance and darkness. *• My throne is founded on 
the Gazettes!" said the Emperor. 

These disastrous and destructive deceptions arrived at their 
hdght at Wilna. When the armywas perishing on the snows 
of Russia, and its miserable remains were endeavouring to escape 
from the horrors which pursued them, the Duke of Bassano was 
giving f&tes, and proclaiming victories. Thus all suspicion of 
the truth was lulled asleep. The corps diplomatique was com- 
pletely deceived, and at the close of one of his festivals, he gave 
them but six hours' notice to prepare for tkeir departure. They 
travelled when the thermometer was twenty-five degrees below 
the freezing point, and the American minister, Barlow, <fied 
dght days afterwards of an inflummalion of llie lungs. 
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eemtf of a ehtnge in the form of go^ernmtnt, 
*' when/' aaid he, '' the question ia how to defend 
the ind€|>eadeice of the nation, the liberties of the 
Bation should not be mere chimeras, and her 
rights words without meaning/' 



The duke boasted to me of this political manoeuvre. He 
esteemed it the master-piece of diplomatic art. But he heard 
Bot the exeemtioiit which were lavished on him by those whom 
be hkl .deceived and betra^red. 

The Duke of Bassaoo prided himself in imitating Napoleon 
in eveiy thing. Because the Emperor was a warrior, the Duke 
of Bassano fancied himself a general. Because the Emperor 
liad charged him with the correspondence of the army in Poland 
While he praceeded to Moscow, he began to lecture the general 
ai^ to diftct thmr operations. I have often heard the militaiy 
say that his audiaices and military projects were perfectly ridi* 
culous. He had embroiled and perplexed every thing. 

Because the Emperor was concise and abrupt, the Duke of 
Bassano thought it a mark of genius to speak with the utmost 
positiyeness on every subject. I will give one example. Ashe 
passed tlwough Warsaw he spoke to me of the remounting some 
of ^ the regimepts which he had ordered in Moldavia. .^ an-; 
^^ed, that the horses, being brought from a great distance, and 
jaot bei|)^' broken in, could not be serviceable before the month 
pf Majr». I^e answered with briskness, * Sir ! we take a horse, 
we.plape a man on its back, and immediately we iiave a body 
^f cfivalry.' 

I Bc^cause Napoleon waaalways accustomed to attend to his own 
wftpts before those of any other person, Maret thought that every 
one ought to sacrifice bis direst interests to him. 

Public opioion has charged him with the most violent inclina* 
^on for every proceeding which could foster tl^e ambition of hif 
master at tbe exp^ns^ of every European state. He i» reprq^cbed 
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The republican tendency of tills speech #dd 
fovoaraMy received by part of the assembly^ Anfl 
Serverely censured by others. The Emperbr courd 
tot refrain from many sneers of contempt dhiitlii^ 
the progress of the harangue, but ftarlng^ the 
turn, which the debate was now taking, and 
dreading lest some resolution might be pro- 
posed which would be fatal to his power, he 
beckoncid to Carnot and Lucien, and conversing 
with them a few minutes, in a low voice and with 
much warmth, (he former addressed the assembly 
earnestly deprecating violent measures, and en- 
deavouring to conciliate all parties. He concluded 
by moving that the chambers should be invited 
to treat with the allied sovereigns, through an em- 
bassy of their own choosing, and that the n^ini- 
sters should propose a law for the raising of men 
and moneys 

The impossibility of this measure being at* 

.1..^^ „, .it ■ f ■■ ■■ . ■ r. \ ■! - ' J [-1- -ij I n -nil. : 

with baying declared against the peace which Napoleon might 
hare obtained at Dresden, and which would hare left France 
yet flourishing, notwithstanding thexlreadful reverses of the Rus- 
sian campaign. He is likewise reproached wilb obttinately per- 
ftsting in the same hostile dispo«»ition after the battle of Leipsi^, 
and during the negotiations at Chatillon : and to crown these 
ierious accusations, he is said to have borne a coti^demble ^rt 
ib the return of Napoleon, and an irrepressible zeal to maintain 
at the head of the French government, who would be as fktal to 
ber, as useful to himself. During the short session of the cham- 
bers, he distinguished himself for his zeal in defence of Napo- 
kon I and Napoleon II, as if one of them had ncyt been ep<Higb»'*' 
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tended with success was api^reutto every one. 
Whea they had declared that they woold nev^r 
treat with Na]K>leon or his family, was it to be sup- 
posed (hat the Allies would be deluded by a mere 
quibble, and treat with any deputation from the 
chambers, while he still held the reins of power ? 
They had likewise solemnly declared that tbeiy 
would not }ay down their arms until Napoleon 
was rendered incapable of disturbing the repose 
of Europe. Was this purpose effected while he 
retained the Imperial title, while be had the re- 
sourees of France at his command, and not even 
the disastrous day of Waterloo had weakened the 
stability of his throne. 

. By adopting, however, this measure the object 
of both parties was answered. They equally 
]»^ished to gain time to strike some decisive blow, 
for which neither was yet fully prepared. The 
assembly broke up. No one appeared satisfied, 
and it was easy to see that some great event was 
at hand. 

Before they separated, one of Ae members who 
had taken no part in the debate e:SLclanned, with 
a voice purposely meant to reach the Emperor's 
ear, ^^ M. de la Payette has struck at the root of 
the evil. I admire Napoleon ; but in order tloA 
9t\i Rranee and that posterity may think as I do, 
one great act is still wanting. Is there no one so 
much a friend to our happiness and glory as to 
I»oint out t» lufti how h^ may still add to it ?'^ 
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* Scatter^ partiei of the fufitiv^g begtenew 
te^urrii/aefiN>» tlie north, ^iid thoogfa shome awl 
despair lowered cm their coiiiilettances, tiM^ 
fltill Tocif<mdad, with uDabsted enthiisiacni) their 
fitfvtHirite 8ltt>ot of '' The Emperor for ever I** 
The ifihftbttantt of the suburbs began to be agi- 
tated. Mauy designs agatnrt the independence 
of the chambers were attiib^rted to them* It 
was well known that deputations had been sent 
M> the palace of Elys^e, demanding anm, and 
Ifaey were ready to assemble at the command ^ 
the Emperor, and repeat the dreadful seests 
^hieh had disgraced the former periods of the 
revolution. 

The night was spmt in aetife prqiaratMm. hj 
dm enemiw of Na|H^on and the true friends of 
Frames. It was necessary to tske some decisive step 
are rant e troops arrived, or the banditH of the sub- 
urbs had been enabled or required to arrange tfaaaa- 
setves in tembie and irresistible array. Tbe na» 
tional guard was already embodied. It had o»- 
aqui^o^ly deefored its de^ennination to de&nd 
tbe reppQseiitatives of the na(ion> and if theap^ 
pOMti^B did not assume too formidable a shape, 
its patriotism fitugirt he relied on. Napoleon was 
already in a situation to offer nuftch resistance ; 
and a few days, or even a few hours, he wonld 
be enabled to collect a force which would rendbr 
ai^l 4beif efibrts iruitless. 

Tl^ conttttutional m&mv^mtfh ^ BourfaM 
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ToyjdkDti^ and Ae federalvii fo^Ui«M%iill mfited- 
in detenniiuiig te effoet tbe.aMicalMii.of Nqpo» 
Ic^n. Tbeeyes c^ the pec^le wem^tiAddttilyittid 
almost fliagically openedt and it ia not toamudi 
to aay» tbat all tbe taleata, Yirtue, and. patiMiiam 
of the chambers, and tbe respoctehle part of die 
population of Paris, entertained the, same widi 
and ibrmed tbe sane resolution* 

The deputies met early on the following mora* 
ing. Theopeniag of the debate was :umisiially 
tumultuoos, andthe president was obliged te* 
peatedly to declare that he must adi}<mm the aa» 
sep^bly, if ordar were not obsenred. A oomnittee 
had been appointed on the preceding day to con«^ ^ 
cert with the ministers ihe measures of public ^ 
safety. Two hours passed, and they did not apt 
pear with their report; In truth, while the Em- 
peror refused to adopt the only plan by which «the 
country could with certiunty be «aved, and may • 
attemptof the dMMibers to compel him to rib^ticate, * 
wotiM probably hare produced open defiance, and 
inevitably led to the most dreadful consequences, 
it was difficult or impossible to advise any me^- i 
suDps whicb were likely to be effi9oti»l« 

The impatience ofthechaBQfber increased every ' 
moment. One tnember declared that the depu- 
ties were responsible to the country for tbe time.^ « 
whjch they wei:e losing :. aw>tb«r». without ,a|Me t 
k^ or psjGtfieeiJ.pre|iQMdv^lluitvth»' chamber'- 
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BhnM pmtmi kt Mee to^ adopt thM^ decishre 
HMMiHires wliu5h the dangem of the country ren^^ 
^rad ifldti^peiiiiable. The agiti^ion and tumult 
coaU'imloDger be restrained, and some Tioleni 
proceeding' would hare taken place, had not the 
r c yurlia r o1 the committee suddenly appeared. 

It was General Gfenier ^, afterwards one of the 
members of the provisional goremment. He 
stated, that after a deliberation of fire hours, the 
conmtttee bad resolved, '* that the safcfy of the 
coimtry required that the &nperor sbrald consent 
to the oominatton by the two chambars of a com- 
miMira, charged to n^otisfte directly wiMi the 
coaleaMd powers, stipidating only that they shouM 
respect the nalkmal independent the territorial 



* Greniery before the revolution, was a private aoldier ; but 
poesessing more talent than is usually found in liis station, and 
being of a bold and totiiosiastic character, and a violent jacobin^ 
be daabgmkedUtiMdf USthe MimAutionaiy tueetings anddubv 
whi<)hwmA|aMi|Mia<mrFi«gnaB^ Tiria 

recQpupende^^llim^ ^ notioe of ma^jr of tbe office wbo t^ 
an active part in the pplitical events of the time. Greaier was 
taken from fhe ranks, ancl rapidly passed through every inter* 
medfartedegr«eun^, in 1795, hevrasmidea general 

Thongfa potseinng'tiiptrior ^ilttiai at a |>ritate soldier, lio^ 
Mw^btaia^mttehr^liMMsim Ho «» nmdlf 

employed in subo^di^te.situatioDs, hnjL in t}i0in it is^said^l^ 
adnbited much capacity,and amassed a conaderable fortune* He 
was now regarded as a friend to moderate Fiberty, and tbougti 
not p tl H is UI ' dl 'ertrao^nary talents^ yet Inclined t6 'serve fait 
C0M«cr«^aiMtedilyald«4edftwir4ha|«lfa4f4ilyi.: '^^ 

you II. M 
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people, el adopting Buch comtitution^ ^ it nuiji 
AM^Lprtfi^; ami tlial these q€9<>tiiii(mk8luwid 
kit suppMted by the pjiqwpt ^eteiopeaoieiil^, d the 
Mtiooal fovce/' 

MufOMiffi 0f (^fappvobfttlqa wer^ hjeps^ from 
ev»7 paot vi the hall. Th« vepcirtef aali^ated 
iJM ofa^ctions which mere sea^y to be im^ «ikl 
e^mtioxb^dy ^^ Gjsntleinm, ^thki artiete appeajs rt^ 
mb iwuffieitot It (kies i^ol fulill tbe ob.^ whi^b 
^ ebaiBfatf . pn^p^ea. to itseif, beoamse it mmsf: 
Jm^pdU tiiat^^pw (teputajtMUd will n^ be advutteil. 
i would nat tbereiere t:urge tile a<l^lftaa of dua 
tMWHiie^ bad I nolji^eqymi to baliAYe that yam wll? 
aaea recai^sa a waaaagei ia iKhiofa the EmpcpNM^ 
will declare his wish, that the elBfeet of this should 
first be tried, and that should he then prov^ an 
i^yincit)le obstacle to, the natioi;! being admitted 
tp ti^eat fq^ itj3 in^fi^j^i^nj^^ be* wiU be r^y to^ 
. mak^ Wihi)^i^ei:'sa0e^6oe vm^h^ daoaaadadiol hMH/'. 

The^ BautmuvS) wbkh balbre wei^ aii<Bciea4|hf 
unequivocal, were now redoubled, and broke out 
intp the niost yiolent and uijiversjtl exclamatioqs, 
of indign^]tiqft. %l^ nnyority o^ the a^ieAiMjr 
QOnjiMbved: %W pwpowl aa ai^ a;^iiiJl afetaupfi of 
V^$tfi9ktQm taigaiA tsuDBt aadk takukioelhe' cbainhenF 
to adopt a plan of 'proceeding which he weliknew 
npittat, l[^e unsqpcessf^l, hoping tha|: in the in- 
tjfiriiH^ apn^ ^Pff^ttuni^ wpoilii .pre*w| iismll <rf 
rasbtiijg^ Tjipantkwipi owri' cjtahliijMhifp k4a:»ti|Maft& 
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Imted ikspDtitfi^ oa the nuns of their in^^ 
pefidence. 

Niq^eon iindMihtedly imhed to gam tiamf 
that he flitgilt bring kimielf to aome reaokrtioii ; 
bttt no more faTourable opportunity coidd preaent^ 
itaalf than he now poaaeased of dieaol^ifig the 
chanabera. A conaidanable body of troopa bad 
that morning arrired from the soutfiy with wUcfa 
be might hare executed ady pmpoae. 

The real atete of the case aeema to* hare been, 
that NapetoM had not snfficient greataeaa of 
mind volontarily to make the 8acrific||^hich wsb^ 
reared of hm, and therefore wiahed to procraa- 
tinale aa iong aa poaaibte^ hoping that sovne nncs* 
pected erent, hanrever improbable, might render 
that aaxmfioe unneceaaary ; but etther he had not 
saffioienily recovered from die panic W Waterlao to 
attempt the diaaolution of the chambers, ot he waa* 
sweemfy raaolved mo(k to depart froi» the pfineipka 
of tint eonatitutioaal monarchy which he had ao^ 
lately Bwora to re^^ect. Tbeohambera howe^ner 
were jnstified by hia former character, and the 
impnidcnl zeal of aome of hia friends^ in the ink 
terpretation which they put on hia preaeQt con« 
dtoct, and the dangers of dietr country ware too 
uiipcfitto permit them to delay a movent, in^ ra^ 
moving die only obatade to ita* aafety. 

Altar nuich tinmilt M. Ducbeani^ pnaauMd lma« 
self in4ie tribune. <^ I do not bettove,'' aaid he, 
^tfepitAe|pii3^a€tpropoaadtbythe.conii^ 

m2 
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ble of attaining &e desired end. Our diHfiters are 
great. This cannot be denied ; it is sufficiently 
provedbythepresenceof thecbiefof our armieB in 
the capita. If there are no bounds to the'national 
energy, there are limuts to its means. The champ- 
bars cannntoffertiegotiations to the Allied powjersL 
The dwumenls which haye been comn^unicated 
to OS provie that they have canstan4y refus^ ^Jl 
the overtures whteh have been made to tb^ni, iind 
they have declared that they will not treat with 
you M long as you shall have the Emperor at your 
head/' x. 

The president intmupted the fi^aker, to an- 
nounce that he had just received an assuraojce that 
they would speedily receive the message to whioh 
the reporter of the committee had referred. TI^s 
interruption, at the very moment when the orator 
was come to the very point at which they.wewe»o 
anxious to arrive, caused fresh dissatisfaction a^ 
tumult. *' It is a concerted plan,"" exclajjOQL^ 
some^ ^^ to make the assembly lose time.'' ":' Some 
plot la concerting," cried others. " Proceed, 
proceed," vociferated the majority, " there is no 
niddle coarse." 

]>itobesne continued, '' It is necesssry that ye 
lAould be certain of finding in -the devflope^ok^^t^ 
of the natioiiid foro^ a defence sufficojently ii;ik* 
posing to svppoct our negotiationsi and treat with 
suocess-cott/^raijig oar honour and independence. 
Gan^ 4ftat force be developed ^ €vk it be cUyeloped 
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with i^ftffitient rapidity ? May not circBmstanees 
again lead victorious armies to the capital, theft, 
and tmder their auspices, will re-appear that aiir 
cient family/* (Never ! never ! cried masiy voices.) 
**1 freely express my opinion. What may be the 
consequences of these events ? We have only one 
certain means left, which is to engage the Em- 
peror, in the nanve of the safety of the state^ in 
the sacred name of a suffering conntry to deckre 
bis abdication.*' • - 

The whole assembly suddenly rose, ^^ Seconded! 
seconded !" repeated a hundred voices. The up- 
roar was incessant, and the president's bell waa 
unheard. At length, during some little pause, 
the president addressed them. ^' I cannot hope to 
iirrive at any result if I do not repress the agita* 
tion of the assembly. The safety of the country 
depends on the determination of this day. I en- 
treat the chamber to wait for the Emperor's mes- 
sage." 

^^ And 1 also,** exclaimed General Solignac. 
At the sound of his voice a dead silence instantly 
prevailed. No man stood higher in the estimation of 
of everyparty than General Solignac. His courage, 
his itiflexlbility, and his patriotism were universally 

* acknot^Tedged : ^nd the remembrance of the irre- 
*^fedncileable hatred with which he had been pur- 

* sirfed by the Emperor, who during five years had 
eatgtrty availed himself 6f eveey opporttraity to 

^ »iortI^'attd^in«mft hHH, beeautehe had P«ftisedto 
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be the servile iBstrument of bis ambitidii) excited 
the greatest curiosity to bear what would be his 
sentiments, and what measures he would advise. 

" And I also/' said the General, " I share the 
uneasiness of him who has preceded me at this 
tribune. Yes ! we ought to consider the safety of 
the empire, and the maintenance of our liberal 
fnstitutions, and while the govemment is disposed 
to present to you such measures as tend to this 
end, it appears to me important to preserve to 
the chamber the honour of not having proposed an 
object which ought to be the free concession of the 
monarch. I move that a deputation of five mem- 
bers shall be appointed to proceed to the Emperor, 
which deputation shall express to his Majesty the 
urgency of his decision. Their report will, I 
doubt not, satisfy at once the wish of the a^sembty^ 
and that of the nation. 

This proposal produced universal satisfaction, 
and the president was about to put it to the vote 
when the General again appeared in the tribune, 
*' I wish to propose an amendment to my motion. 
Several around me have intimated to me that we 
shall soon be informed of the determination taken 
by his Majesty; I consequently think it necessary 
that we should wait for one hour to receive the mes- 
sage which it appears is to be addressed to the 
chambers : I therefore move that we adjourn tcf 
that time* (Considerable disapprobation was here 
expressed.) Gentlemen !'' continued the General^ 
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>^ we^l with to daye the conntry : but c^aa w^ not 
eoDciliate this anatiimouB sebtimefit with the 
liiud^ble desire that the chamber should preserve 
the b<»ieur of the chief of the state, (Yes! yes! 
excfoinied nearly the whole assembly). Ifli:^* 
{guested that we should ^wait until this evening or 
to-HBorrow, some considerations might be op^ 
posedi but one hour/' "Yes! yes! to the 
vot^" was the general cry, and the chamber ad- 
jowned* 

It is necessary now to return to Napoleon. On 
the breaking up of the council on the preceding 
evening, the ministers remained at the pxalacie, 
and mmf of them urged in the most respectfiil 
but earnest* terms^ his voluntary abdication. They 
,psui|ted in glowing colours the impossibility of 
resisting the progress of the invaders, and thehcfr- 
^ible d^vai^tian to which a protracted resi&tanee 
would expose the country. They insisted on thfe 
avowed det^mination of the Allies never to treat 
with hioa^ or to sheath the sword while he he}d the 
fetus of power. They stated that they had served 
him with undeviating fidelity; — that they bad 
placed at his disposal all the re^urces of France, 
,— ^a^d that their warmest wishes bad followed him 
t^ the field ;r— but that since fortuije had decided 
,9gai9S^ him, .th9%h their affection and rei^pect weife 
W4 4ii»i»ished, they had a sacred duty.to their 
coui^iy ,|Q' disahargse^ and they w$re e<t9ipel|ed 
no longer to conceal that he fi>rtted thie only ob- 
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i^dQ.to tl)e salvation afid happineas^f'mtiei^— 
Tbey, defitcribed theglory which woiildattacbtoia 
sacrifice 90 great, m noble ; they spoke ol the 
g^ra^ful emotions with which his name would be 
pi^ofipunced to the latest posterity ; and the in^i^ 
pr^ible happiness which would crown his fiiture 
days, when he witnessed or heard of all the bless* 
ings which his country would derive from his 
^^efpus selMenial,— rra happiness which the most 
Pf olpngod or w^tcurious reign could never bestow 
}i founded Qn the tears and blood of France* 
. These arguments were urged ia vain. The 
(Uling passion of Napo^leon was ambition: ntA 
tl^at legitimate {u^'inciple whose honourable aim is 
the approbation of the wise and good, but an itt>» 
9atiaA>le and vicious craving after extended power. 
To regain the throne from which he had hemk 
driven, and to maintain himsdf there, he had 
dared much* He had obtained the prize at whioh 
his lefforts were directed. Only a few dig« ago^ 
the voice of the assembled nation bad proclbimedl 
him tilie monarch of their choice- To resign, ia 
^ first moment of fruition, the oJyett m which 
aljl his desires were concentred, was more than he 
(pould resolve to do. 

The night was passed in discussion^ and it was 
pot until the chambers had actually assemfoied. in 
4he morning that llie conditional poroiiise wasiax- 
lorted frpm hm^ that if the negoti^atiow^ciif Abe 
jpiiaml;iem failed^ he wo^ld^ w^ the gfifcrifioe 
ilfhicl; V^S required. 
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- Hetlieh rt^ed to hk <Abmet, and atv*aited wHIi 
tiir nlOBt anxtmifi 8ue|)eii8e the proceedings of 1}^ 
ebambers. He wrote a thousand notes to his 
ndnfisters, now retracting his conditional promise^ 
tli^i again confirming it ; at one moment re- 
mifing to end the business by the dissolution of 
dfee ebambers, then trembling at the hazard of 
the attempt. Every note was destroyed as soon 
00 wrkteit, and die room was strewed with th^ 
fragments/ Bulletins were brought to him from 
the two chambers every quarter of an hour, 
imd his countenance brightened up, or became 
g^omy accNirding to the nature of the newsf. 
Several of the ministers and counsellors of state 
entered die apartment, but he had not sufficient 
Qommand of himself to listen to them, or to ad- 
dbress them. He then began to employ himself in 
signittg some of the numerous papers which 
eovered the table. He particularly selected many 
promotions in the legion of honour to be con- 
ferred on tiiose who had distingtiished themselves 
at Waterloo, and he searched the whSlfe^eap for 
tvety panton which he quickly signed without 
reading, as if he were determined that if his po- 
litical career must now close, it should terminate 
shy the pleasing exercise of mercy. 

Prince Lucien was now announced. He alone 
wtth'tbeftiiliiftilBertrand, had strenuously opposed 
ih^ abdication of his brother, and persisted in 
lirginf i^qfr to iHiBol^ the chambers atid Citrsh hik 
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enemies by one decisive blow. He bad beuiA of 
the tmnultaous opening of the sitttngs that aom- 
ing, and was well assured that a motion would 
«>on be tnade that Napofeon had forfeited the 
crown. He now came to make one laat efibrtete 
it was too late. As soon as Ns^poleon saw him, 
be guessed the purport of his visit, and turning 
suddenly pale, be seised bim hy the arm and bifr- 
ried him into the garden^ diflt their confioRMe 
might be private and undisturbed. The eaiiy 
part of theif conversation is unknows, bat the 
concluding sentences were overheard. Napoleon 
was trembling and agitated. Lucien's voice be- 
trayed the strongest emotion^ Afiectim for bis 
brother and anger at his obstinAcy wete etidently 
mingled. 

Lucien.^— Where then i» your £rmaes0 ?-^Lfiiy 
^ aside these irresolutions — ^you knoir whadt it mUl 
cost not to dare.*' 

Emparor.— " I have dar^ too nnich."'! 

Lucien. — ^' Too much and too httle^-*dare this 
last time/' 

Emperof . — '' What i another eigbteeath Bnh 
maire?*' 

Lucien.—" By no meana — a decree quite con- 
stitutional. The constitution givea you tbis 
right." 

Emperor. — " Th^ do not kiye flie cdMiitUf0Q9, 
they term it old blotted waste paper. And if tli^ 
oppoae tibe decree-^'" 
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L«ckn.->-^' They tre in such a case rebeli, 
and, what is still better, they are more easily dis- 
persed/' 

Emperor.-^^^ They haye appealed to the national 
guard, which is not attached to me ; it will come 
to their soccour/' 

Lncien. — ^^ The national guard possesses no 
force but that of resistance; when called upon 
to Mt, the shopkeepers will think on their wives 
and their business/' 

Emperor. — '^ An eighteenth Brumaire might, if 
it should fail, lead to a thirteenth Vendemaire/' 

Luoien. — ^^ You are deliberating when you 
should act ; they are acting, not deliberating/' 

Emperor.—" What can they do ? They are 
mere talkers/' 

Lucien.-^" Opinion is on their side ; — ^tbey will 
pronounce a forfeiture/' 

Emperor. — " Forfeiture ! They dare not/' 

Lucien.— r** They will diwre any thing, if you 
dare nothing." 

This hint at the declaration of a forfeiture irri- 
tated Napoleon to madness. He had never con- 
ceived that they would have either the power to 
effect, or the boldness to attraapt it. He belieyed 
that it was only necessary to persist in his refusal 
to abdicate, and wjien they saw that their object 
could not be accomplished, they would unite with 
him in endeayouring to repair the losses of the 
campaign. The blood which muM be shed in the 
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contest, the calamities Irith which his couritry 
would be oTcrwhelmed were esteemed of Httte 
iiccotitit, if he might possibly succeed in retaining 
that scejptre without which Kfe would be of im 
"value to him. He scrupled to dissolve the 
chambers, yet he would reign at all hazards. H^ 
would retain the imperial state, though France 
iand'Europe were involved in one common ruin, 
but he would not violate the oath which he had &6 
lately sworn to reign a constitutional monarch. 
^ The hint, however, at the probable declaration 
that he had forfeited the crown roused his wiNest 
passions, and he sent in great haste for Davonst 
the minister of war, and abruptly inquired what 
force he could lead against the assembly if he 
were compelled to proceed to extremities. Da- 
TOttst hesitated. He either was convinced that the 
fbrtuni»3 of Napoleon were declining, and that 
by any violent and unconstitutional measure he 
should involve himself in his ruin, or he was 
determined to attempt nothing against the li- 
berties of his country. He at length replied that 
he was too well acquainted with the enlightened 
iknd patriotic views of Napoleon to believe that he 
-^seriously meditated any attack on the representa- 
tives of the nation, and that no force, which he or 
the world cduld muster, would be able p^nna- 
nently to triumph^ over the independence of 
France. ^ * 

^ '' 1 uiider*tand your repKed the JEfflperqr. ^^ My 



Digitized 



by Google 



DJSTKACTION OF NAPOLEON. 17? 

sun is set V and he abruptly quitted the apart* 
Qieot. 

Lucien returned to his carriage, and i^as heard 
to address a secretary, " What would you have? 
The aMTioke of the battle of St. Jean has turned hii^ 
hfoad : he is a lost man V* 

Napoleon hastily retired to his cabinet^ and sc^ 
cured the door. He there remained an hour, and 
np one dared to iaterrupt him. He was heard io* 
cessantly and rapidly pacing the room, and 
uttering the most violent exclamations. At length 
he rang for some coffee. It was served up to him 
by a child whom Napoleon had particularly distin- 
guished, who was often commissioned to wait on 
him when bis servants dared not expose them- 
selves to his temporary insanity, and whose inno- 
cent countenance and interesting prattle had some- 
times succeeded in lulling the troubled spirit of 
.the Eniperor to rest. 

Napoleon was now sitting in a fixed posture, 
witb his head leaning on his hands. He notic^ 
not the entrance of the child, who stood some 
minutes before him afraid to disturb him. At 
JengJh be approached nearer, and with mqre sen- 
sibility , than his years indicated, thus addressed 
the Emperor: 

^'Eatsome! Eat some, Sire! it will do you good!*' 

I^ftpoleon gazed steadfastly upon him, h^t 
spoke not. 
The child c^gpaio presented tbe re|reshm^. A 
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iem itlarted on the dttdc of the Emperor, aiul 
he took the coffee. 

^' Are' you not from Goneaae ?" mid he, 

^ No, Sire ! I am o# Pierre FAte/' 

^^ Where your parents hare a cottage and a few 
aores ?" 

." Ye«, Sire !" 

" Ah ! tb^ are hai^y." 

.He noiw returned to the chaaober of au- 
dienee^ where two of his secretaries were em* 
ployed in openings some doqMulehes. They pre- 
sented him with a letter. The following was its 
substance : 

^' Naiture had done much for yeiu,^-^fortuDe still 
more. Born in an age of illumination and free^ 
daaoL ; succeeding to all the power of tbe reva^ln^ 
tion, when experience, too-deariy bcnighty had 
warned us of all its fatal errors, yon should hare 
established that epoch which was always the oh* 
ject of our wishes, in which genius would em- 
ploy vevolutions for the purpose of infusing phi- 
loaaphy into the science of politics, and conduct- 
ing the nation to happiness. That happiness 
consisted in the stability and dignity of a legiti* 
qiate goyernment, approired by the free choice of 
the people. It consisted in the liberty of the ci- 
tizens, — liberty without licentiousness, and the 
enjoyment erf rights honoured by the perfelrmance 
of duties. Behold the benefits which France ex,-^ 
piect^ from your judgment, youf tale^its, and 
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your gmtitiA^ I What Jbw tk^ r«ceivedt She has 
been called to support with her treasures and bev 
blood an aioj^ition always devouring and never 
satisfied. Sha hm been pi?e«ented with the plmn-* 
tom of glory imtead of the duhstaqtial blessings 
of liberty ; and after unheard*of sacrifices^ now 
find» herself exposed to the ra^e of embattled 
l^i^yrope, and trembling on the verge of destruction. 
" The chastisement of a hero (for if Attila, 
Gengis, and Tamerlane were heroes, you are one 
also)i always ci09si»ts in his &1L Yours is re- 
solved upon ; and that history may find it legal, 
as well as your contemporaries may think it legi- 
timatey it is the public authority which is about 
lo jj^onouuee it. Your accomplices cannot ex-r 
dUttiu that it k &e work of Calnuick bayonets. Yoi» 
n^^ hpwever, anticipate it. Reserve to yourefelf 
tbe: h^Miur o£ descending from a throne, that 
you may pot be torn from it. This is the advice of 
an^ hojiest enemy, who often admired, but who 
x^y^r feared you ; and who, at the price of hi# 
bl^od», wouJd have wished to have reverenced m* 
y<|u4h6 saviour of the world, of which you haiwa 
b^an the scqurge. That enemy cannot leave him. 
wboija J^^^ own genius and the nation will have 
u^e ^ soyeii^gn, without pronouncing that word 
wj^l^h at frieud (provided he has one remaining) 
should not withhold, Abdicate. 

:* ^hi^i lettei* has b^etn attributed to M. Regmault <te Watiov 
author of Cinq Mois de VHisioire de France. 
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*^ Abdicate ! 1 abdicate !'" exclaimed the Eat* 
peror, crushing the letter between his hands ; 
" What think you of it ?'* said 1^ to two of his 
counsellors of state who then entered the apart' 
meht. These were M. Boulay and Count Reg- 
nault. The former was silent. 

" I understand you/* said Ns^leon, turning 
pale, '^ you are of the same opinion as the anony* 
miHis writer/* 

Boulay was silent. 

*' And you, Count Regnault, what is your ad- 
vice r 

" Sire ! 1 have sworn fidelity to you ! I have 
kept my oath ; and I would now die at the foot of 
your throne in defending you from insult. But I 
have duties to my country to perform, and they 
imperiously require me to declare to your Ma- 
jesty, that you can no longer defend the independ- 
ence and rights of the nation/' 

Here General Solignac was announced. As 
soon as the meeting of the deputies was suspended 
for an hour, he hastened to the palace to endea- 
vour to save the honour of that chief whom he 
still respected, though he had been insulted and 
disgraced by him. " Solignac !** exclaimed the 
Emperor, with terror and amazement ; '^ I have 
not spoken to him for five years. What can he 
want of me ?** 

The general was introduced, and the ministers 
•lid seeretaries left the apartment. With much 
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fi^Kdgr the general explained the purport of hit 
liii9sion. He stated the dispomtion of the cham- 
bers, and the niethod by which he had succeeded 
in ayerting for one short hour the fiartal decision, 
and he entreated the Emperor to prevent the dis^ 
grace of forfeitnre, by a speedy abdication. 

The word foifeiture again excited a slorpi oi 
ungovernable passion in the breast of Napoleon. 
He was absolutely beside himself. He lavished 
twery species of abuse on the chambers and on 
the general. But Soligitac would not be diverted 
frombisparpose. He was determined to take no of- 
fence whatever the Emperor might say. He there^ 
fore suffered the tempest to pass, and returned 
again to the charge. He li^oke of the glory of 
the Emperor; that by a voluntary abdication it 
might be preserved and heightened, but that a 
decree of forfeiture would for ever tarnish its 
lustre. He appealed to the feeling^ of Napoleott 
as a brother and a father. By sacrificing his own 
greatness to effect the ^Ivation of his country, he 
secured the gratitude of France, and that could 
not be more naturally and pleasingly displayed . 
than ia the honours which would surround his 
limaily ; and on the other hand Solignac reminded 
him, that all connected with him must share in his 
disgmce, and be involved in his ruin. All these 
arguments were urged in vain. Napoleoo wa# 
resolved to brave his fate. . . ' 

The g«n«Nd, as hia last resource^ pn^posed 

VOL. II. n 
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#:meaaure wkich he w^uld fsdn have othei^PMW 
avoi4ed»diat Napqleon should ididic«|l)e in favomr 
p[ his son, Ue would not thea have e^tte4 him- 
fejif to no purpose ia redavBuuig the thrcHne whifiti 
he had hefoye abdicated ia favour o£ the BcHif hous* 
Napoleon would yet live and rei^A in the pin- 
ion of his son ; or if he were at firstexcluded irom 
all share in Ihe goyenunent, yethis bro^ors woul4 
be the most natural and the most likely gusrd^i^wi 
of the in&nt prince^ and by degrees the afiectioB 
aad gratitude of tl^ son, might smooth the retiim 
of the fatber« if not to the imperial dignity^yel to 
public ]ife>wid though not the ostensible^ yet h# 
might become the actual rater of France. 

These ideas . wcare eitli^ stated by SoJignac^ or 
lapidly presented tfaemsdves to the nond «f JNn^ 
poleon, and beginning now to ptjnceivethi^.lMi 
situation waa desperate, and the auccem of resiflfc 
ance more than doubtful, he donsonted to abdtcaftt 
m favour of his son« The general l^t> hjn.opi 
opportunity to retreat. A secretasy . mss : m^amr 
moned^ and the following declarationi«uae4iatMj( 
drawn up. ,^ 

'' Frenchmeo ! In eommencii^ war for ma4# 
taimpg the natioQal independence, I re^ed ^m 
the uniw of all efforts, of all wills, ^nd >||(f 
concurrence «f all the nati<mal anthorijbief, .1 1^ 
reMon to hope for success, and I hvavfd^^Jl^^ 
declarations of the powers a|peanst oie^ n , . 
, piijQuips^m^}^^ tft m^cj^i^^iefl., lo^^ 
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tif^il^n «M:Hfice t6 tk^ hatr^ of Ifie eneini^' of 
Vtwa^e. May tbey prove sincere in their decla- 
rfHioiM, imd bate really directed thein only against 
my p(6wef. - My polifieal'lK'e is terminated lind 1 
ptf^o^^itn iay 8*ta tmdei' tbe title of Napoleon IF, 
Emperor ot the I^mch. 

Thfe prt*»Bt Aertbfers trill pi'dvisioiially form 
file tio^iSl of the gbvemment. The interest 
tHti^ I' few ih iniJ^ soii, Induces me to invite the 
chambers tb form the regency by a laW vriilhoiit 
dihty; ■ •' •...■. 

IMite «1 ftir th* public saftty, in order to re- 
Main an itidejifeiideiit naltion. < 
(Sigfied) Na^oleow.** ' 
' Sollgnac ha^n^ to the assembly with this im- 
pufkaatf^iper'' It w«e received with every mailc 
^retiptek.' ■ T faey who hftd been most eagerin theiir 
<#i«8 fot* bis aMKetttton or forfeiim>e were'the for^ 
ttnoe^U/^eUpifimt^ their gratitude lor the sticrifice 
#hf^ Bif^iidq^itn^ bad made. La Fayette pro- 
p@Mid-'fbiBft"Ms peirtson and interests shoald be 
^teeUdtixiH^iTilke pM%tetk)ki of the national horibtit', 
and the i^esolution was carried by; aedlifmation. 
Ht^Hitm, Wfa6 UkA iat€&df piWei^lrfsttrvleto his 
«itoi»«^%y the sidviie' which he hiad lately giv^ft 
&Uonapartfe,'Was ^a^r to sl»e# that tio change of 
tKVfenmstihdes cf6tdd diminish hi^ sfffectiOn fof bi» 

mBm-mtiiiii^i-^ ■■■■ ^■" ■ '■;■" 

" Gentieiien'**"SiBid he, *• f am no linger a 
llklistter; l^'wctt a citiken ; 'f am a I'episesefittative of 
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the people, and I have a right to olaim thi4 title, 
for I have proved myself auch evea itt the cabinet 
0f the Prince, towards whom you have still a (|uty 
to perform ; and here I am 4iertaia that no one 
will disavow the sentiments which I am aihojat to 
expiress. 

Yt>a have had at your head a man wlmm you 
have proclaimed greats This man posterity w^ 
judge. He was invested by the people with^s^r^ 
reign power. He has laid it aside without reserve, 
withont personal consideration. The cfaMabtf 
should become the inteipreter of thesentimefits 
which are due to him, and whidi the nation will 
preserve towards him. I propose that the presi- 
dent and bis bureau shall proceed to Napoleon to 
express to him, in the name of the nation, the 
gratitude, and resj^ct with which it accepts the 
noble sacrifice which he has mlide for tVe iv4€* 
pendence and happiness of the French peiog^.'*- 

The motion was unanimously carried, and tl^e 
president Lanjuinais, attended by the vice-prwi* 
dents and secretaries, proceoded to the. paLaii?^* 
Buonaparte received them surrounded by ^U hisfor-^ 
mer ministers, by all the grand officers of bis house- 
hold, and by a strong body of hisiguai^. AtMQ^" 
mep audience had he exhibited so n^uoh impenif^ 
state. It was an excusable vanity whicb> m^P^^ 
wic& once more to appear as asaiiereign.b^foKe,^^ 
retired for ever into Ae pfrmteiwalb9 of life.- .BfiP- 
naparte waa firm, and coHeoted^ - > He i«as iffiApW^ 
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^id^Qsted from the effect of previoas agttattoti, 
"but WAS now serene and eren cheerful. 

Lanjiiinais approached with more than usoal 
respect. His countenance was agitated and bis 
voice trembled. He said that he was commissioned 
to express the deep sense of gratitude which the 
deputies unanimously feh for bis generous com- 
pliance with their wishes, and the imperious de- 
mand of circumstances. When bis throne was 
cdnnectei with the glory and the happiness of 
France, or while it could be supported without 
the hazard of the trtter destruction of their native 
land, they had tallied raond him, and would 
have defended him with their lives. But the re- 
verses of Waterloo had again exposed their be- 
loved country to the invasion of a million of armed 
fijreigncTS, who had sworn never to make peace 
with 'Napoleon, but who had otherwise solemnly 
)^romilied io respect the independence of the 
French J and to acknowledge the prince of their 
choice. Nftpolecm's resignation of the imperial 
power was the only expedient which could disarm 
the fury of the enemy, who, when the object 
against' whom alone they professed to set them- 
nelV^ in artray had ceased politically to exist, could 
' ii6 Ibng^f eoflststently carry on the was*, and in pro- 
^^^i^tknif ad tike sacrifice whicfarhe had ntade was 
^IhoSjIiM^nft to* Prancev ifadr gratitude to him >n- 
9tf&8^; ' Vbe^temnttation of his political Hfe con- 
^Mltt/l^«e<he^ tiostoglorious ptm^vof hi? wMe 
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tioBf their ^wermgUr thejf lav^d aud bonmifM 
bysMks^ lilie fii«(t and 10001 iUwteifwcb ol Xhm titi^ 
ksm* . fife SMuGety and hia dewea^ iateresta wauld 
j^lha gb^eot of tbra* iBf^ik tender Mliciliide, aad 
li«}ef^«#naid€»ped aathe noa^si^ed depopteonfr 
«Mtted to thdr cai?e. 

: BttOMfiarte replied, '' I thank you lor tine MSk* 
UmysjEOn^^ymm ^asptmrn I t^mm momi Hkm obanhavi 
taMnAHPoeitb^aifinka'aiid ta piaea Aem «& tiba 
be9t state of defence. Thoae who tvtiab. forpe^ae, 
oiigirt to {Miapare foe ivar. Bo- Hot ^eitpoaa HdB 
great natimi to tha OMycy of the foretgvier, Imt 
yoa be dve^pointed in your hoftt^. !& ivtotewr 
fitnatioa I nay be pla^d, I aball be Impfffii 
f^rs^picebe fi^jaod iadapendent. In traoaler^ing 
thfi;.right whiah Enmce baa given ma to ipiy wm 
I make Uiis^eat mcrifice oxily for tbe weliftfre* •«£ 
the nation, and the interest of my aon, ^^bom I 
ti^tafore {NPQclaim eai|iero(r/^ { 

The prasidcot observed that tbe asuemidy bad 
wxA deliberated on thia {loiQt, ^md had ohiir^ 
Idiairidi no cofumimon. . i 

f i. told you ao/' ^id .Buoiiapa«ta afid^ to 
Lackn^i '' I d«l ttot think tbat.tbey casidd onrcmUi 
do it-'* .?f .Tell tbe assewWy^" to contiAiied^o^itit 
ii^.ta the fteaidenl^ '^ that I seconunead tt^i tbett 
mjt fmBi:^ that I abdicate in favour 1 of jDogi^ sw/^ t 

Tfaiia ended the ift»Utig{aU^ofNapcJ«0m Xh«t 
its >tBntt|itttiaD YT^ as.jgloisiaiia aa theaeeieniWiy 
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teeiMdl wiiUttg'4» ooroider ii the Mrthcris net pic* 
{Mffed to asiert, nw doM :he feelduiposed toasiBiit 
Id : glowing aikgioMS wUc^ they prcoioaMed ob 
faiBOMiAict. The ohMstMiacy wi A irkidiiie resisted 
the earnest and repeated entreaties of er^ fHend, 
eoMsptkig Liiciei»<— an ebstiDttcy wfaioh^ cmM nett 
he conquered, until it was thnodered in his eara 
that be oust either voluiilartty abdioiDte or be 
fiarcably derthroapd, praws that it was aa extortei 
sacrifice; that Ae victim was dvi^ged to tiie dtais 
and straggM to escape the blow. 

SoBiethtag^ however, nay be said aa an apology 
ibr ccmsiderable reluctance to resign all fall 
honoiMrs sa latefy regained* He was psrsnaded 
tiiattbe maasare originated with, aadl Was warmly 
Wyporteri by those who were more influtoced bjr 
faaatiMty against himself, than Isrve for their 
oamtry. lie was convinced that his idbdicatioA 
Would not have the effect which many sanguine 
patriots imagined ; and that Ike war was directed 
maaro against the miKtary spirit, and tiie national 
bESbsgrity of France, than against himself, fie 
believed &at the intelligence that be no longed 
Mgaed oifer the FVench, wonid not delay the 
maorcAi af the hostile leaders a single hour, whiU 
bis iokttcips, dispirited at die loss and disgrace of 
dKiV dliefi would oppose bnt a blight r^istaooe 
to^ due- progress of the invadeh He knew not 
ishstt mAf^ h€ aMenpted againsi his liberty or 
ewniiliwlifey vri^hehad resigned the power of 
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d^ttdiog hupielf^. He ^ad oo ^fuarcmt^^bi* Jie 
,i9ight. npt< full arictini lo -the jealeuay lof 4iie 
^{^ctwnfif. qr bf ddiviered into the hancb of the 
foireigii enemy frjom whom he had no mei^cy to 
expect. 

These conuderationii preawd upo» his ouod, 
afid sufficiently accQuat foe the i^M^iiiaoy whkh 
he displayed*. The last of them hadperhapsitbe 
greateat weight ; for when it waa propoaed that ibe 
should, abdioaite. in favour of hia aoiit and .ntidar 
such a government^ he had a laoral aaaiiraaoe y^t 
he should tie secure from insult or dentation, 
he immediately yielded. 

To these confederations might be added his 
natural ambition, his sense of. suatidniag smms 
ii^uaticet his wish to defied himself .<» the kat 
ei(tremity wjben the whole world had comtpmd 
to hunt him down, and especially tlM& cmiTiotiMi 
that his situation was not quite de^^rate. The 
army was at his disposal. The Federates of tte 
suburbs were ready to rise at a wonoL The \Am^ 
sembli^ migl^t be easily dispersed. The National 
guard could yield no effectual r^iataaoe, or 
would probably becpn^e iqaetive^ spectators of dM 
transaction: and though he mu^t. ultimately. fat 
crushed by the overwhelnjipg fprce,of Jus,^)|s^il 
adver^ries, aided by the bai^s o{ FrenchmeQ 
whom his violence would have driven to^rmsi 
yet he might have carried on a partisap war ,faf 
Several years; he might havei Jl^pjg Ji»aii)|wiied 
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4i1iiiiM^inthe very capital: thei*etie mi^i hMve 
ii)ctorted ei>ndition8 favourable to bis persotial 
s^nrity, and probably leaving him in possession 
jof considerable power ; oTj ere he conM be coA- 
pletely reduced, a thousand circumstances might 
dissolve tile confederacy ^inst him,^a con* 
£9d«aey>fi>raied of many faeterogiheous and' diV 
4xmtimt maierials. No doubt existed in the kniml 
^f 'any w^informed persons, thatthe gbvemmetii 
^f Napoleon was far more agreeable io' the ma- 
jofity ciftftie French, liian the return of tbe^drejaded 
admifiiitr*ti<m of the Bourbons, and the tnomeiit 
the confederacy dissolved his triuiiiph was secure. 
Hough he Had hitherto fkiled in accomplishing 
Ibeir disunion, yet if driven to ' extremities he 
iii%ht bffiSr many tempting' baits which would try 
^e firmness of sevefttl of the most efficient of the 
ciMleseed? powers. 

* If thet«fbre the reader is not disposed to issent 
to the high^own complitnents which were now 
heaped upon Mm by many staunch constituiion- 
^ adfeti^, and even* by ' some sttfrdy repiiblicans, 
and which Aeir exultation and rapture at fTie re- 
moval of the principal obstacle to the safety of their 
natidn, will both explaih and excuse, yet every 
Hberal mind will acknowledge that some praise 
fe due to him. A sacrifice yielded in such cir^ 
cumstances, and half-extorted, will weigh little 
a^inst the atrocities of which he had been guillyi 
and the evils which he hiad inflicted on mahkina 
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during the long course of his fatal career, yet can- 
dour is willing to yield to it all this merit wMch 
it deserves. 

It likewise cannot be denied that if his yolun- 
tary abdication desenres some praise, his steady 
refusal to violate the moderate principles with 
which he had commenced his reign is more to be 
applauded. Though be knew the hostile dispo^ 
iition of the chambers ; — :though tke constitution 
gave him ihe right to dic^ve them ;^-^tiiougb it was 
evident that their dissolution alone could pre^nt 
some explosion dangerous or fatal to his pswer, 
and many of )m friends, with Lueieo at iheir 
head, urged him to ^toK>lve Ihem, be was nnde^ 
viatingly firm^in kns r^usal. ^* I hi^ve eiHnmented 
a constitutional monarchy .-^I have already dared 
too much,'' was his constant reply. 

This conduct surely merits approbaticm, and 
half iQcltnes us to believe that he had learned 
moderation by the ebastiisement whidi he had re* 
ceived, and that his premises to respect the liberties 
of his comitry would jaot have been illusory; 
However ibii may he> his expulsion from the 
tiirone on which he had again established himsdf 
was anecessary sacrifice to the peace of Europe, 
and a just and salutary retribution for U» tmner 
ambition and dqpravity. 
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jfypamttmni of a Promional Ga&ir$ment f^^Hm- 
ia^ott i^the Peers to proclaim Napokon II ;^^ 
Indignation of Buonaparte ; — Disposition of the 
Federates; — Indecision of Buonaparte; — Napo- 
kon II acknowledged by the DepiUies ; — Hj^and- 
nation ^ the Propriety of this ;^^Iletreat ^ 
Bwmaparte to Mahnaison ;'^New Tumulti at 
Paris ; — Departure of Buonaparte for Roch-- 
fort ; — Commssipners smt from the Chambefs^ to 
treat for Peace* 

The nation was left withcmt a goTenunest by 
Hie abdication of Napoleon. The first care of the 
chambers was to appoint a committee wha 
8^,ijijjd proTJaio^ally assumie i!k^ chii^f comvi^d. 
Three were apq[Miinted by the ]omer houae, and 
two by the Peers. They consisted of Foneh^ 
the Duke of O^nto, the Minister of PoKce,^ 

* Fouch^ ia the scm of a biscijiit bak^ H Ntnt^ tleueq^Ycy) 
lu« init edacatiiou at an OwtcMie, and as soon as he arrived at the 
pn^x age» entered into holy <»dknu Hi3 distiDguiflhed talaots 
99f9m reined him to the honours of a profeBsonbipa In the eurly 
period of the revoIvtiM^ and m the piibbc i^taftion vhich pve* 
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Caulincourt, die Doke of Yicenza, Minister for 
Forei^ affkir8,f Caraot Minister of the hiterfor. 



ceded it, Fouch^ became an active partisan of the popular partjr, 
and iv^Mndently mingling too much political discussion with his 
theological lectures, he was reprimanded, suspended, and im- 
prisoned by hit supcariors. This persecution increased ralber 
^ihan repreased bis sea), and such was his influenceover the niipds 
^ bk pii|pi)s» that, early in 1788, most of them q^uitted Nantfs 
Mid joined the revolutionary standard at Rennes. 

When all monastic institutions were abolished by the national 
assembly, Fouch^ renounced his profession, and sealed his abju* 
ration by marrying. 

, ) In: I789» ihe Jncobin Club was established at Nantes. Fqucji^ 
. was one of its earliest and most violent members. He was im- 
med lately elected secretary to the club, and soon afterwards 
president. 

In 1792 he was elected a member of the national convention 
for his natite town. He had no sooner taken his seat in that 
chamber than he allied himself to the most violent party, and rk" 
coinmend^ or supported aU the bloody acts which disgraced that 
dreadful scene of the revolution. He made his debut by se- 
conding the motion of Marat, who demanded the trial of the 
unfortunate Lewis and his Queen. 

tie Was soon afterwards sent with the infamous Collot d'Herl)bis 
to Lyons which had reristed the conventional authority. The 
atrocities which he there committed were disgraceful to human 
jnatui[e, and not even the services which he has since rendered 
It'rance and Europe can eflace the foul and hideous blot. 
^ The murderous Guillotine was too slow in its office. Hun- 
'dieds of persons who were merely suspected of incivism, or 
whoi(^ property was denrable to the assassins, were huddled to- 
gether in some open field, and swept down by the discharge bf 
caniion. Som^imesthe relatives of ihe conden^ned were com- 
pelled to dig 0ve graves whidh were to coiliaiii fhe ^i^ef<5ted re* 
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CieneMlGrenier,aBdM. Qmnette^. They opened 
tbetr pfoceedifig«» by the following proclainatiaa« 



mahfc of those whom they loved. The destined Tictiins wete 
then placed on the edge of the grave, and the musket <Hr camion «f 
the demons in human shape precipitated them into the pit. 
The relatives of those who had been murdered were again dragged 
forward, and compelled to throw the earth over the mangled and 
still quivering bodies of their nearest and best friends. Three 
hundred were sometimes thus destroyed in one day. 

A letter from Fouch6 and his worthy colleague would be 
deemed too ferocious for any but cannibals, were not its authen« 
ticity beyond dispute. The following is an extract from it. 
" We listen only to the voice of the nation, which demands that 
the blood of the citizens which the rebels have spilled should be 
avenged at once in the most summary and dreadFuI manner. 
We are convinced that this infamous city ccmtains not one inno* 
cent person ; we are therefore steeled agiunst the tears of repentr 
ance, and nothing shall or can disarm the terrors of our severity. 
We will respect your decree for the annihilation of the city of 
Lyons. Lktle has yet been done to execute it. The ordinary 
mode of destruction is too slow. Republican impatience de- 
mands more speedy and effectual measures. The explosion of 
the mine apd the devouring activity of fire, can alone expr^ the 
oipnipotence of the people." 

From Lyons, Fouche proceeded to Toulon. He thence writes 
to his former sanguinary companion in terms which make my blood 
curdle while I translate them : — *^ And we likewise^ my friei^ 
have contributed to the surrender of Toulon, by spreading^^ter- 
roramong^ the traitors who had entered the town, and by exposipg 
to ^their vi^ the dead bodies of thousands of their accompliqes, 
. L^ua,i^ew <^nelves terrible; let u* annihilate in our anjg^r, 
and at c«ie single blow, every conspirator, every traitor, that #e 
r^"?^ff^ ^ pun, the long torture of punishing th^xa as kings 
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'' Frencbmeik ! WiiMn tlie pariod ef a few cbyii 
giori0uii suGMfleesaiid a dreadful reremehaTe «^ 
tftted your destinies. 

would do. Let the perfidious and ferocious English be assaifed 
from every quarter ; Let the whole republic turn into a volcano,'^ 
^id pour lorth the devouring lava upon them. May the ia- 
&mou8 iidand that produced these monsters, who no longei- 
belong to the human species, be buried for ever in the waves. 
Farewell, my friend, !— tears of joy run from my eyes, and 
orerflow my heart, 

P.S. We have but one way of celebrating our victory, we 
shall send two hundred and thirteen rebels this evening to the 
place of execution ; our loaded cannon are ready to salute them.** 

In a letter from La Vendee his language is even more hoitible. 
« The day before yesterday, I had the happiness to see eight 
hundred dwellings of the brigands detftrdyed by lire; t6 day I 
have witn^ssiKl the shooting t>f nine hundred of these brigands ; 
and forto-mony>\^ I have prepared a civic bap^sfti (drownii^g) 6f 
one thousand two hundred women and children, moth^i^, 6i$ters, 
frives, daughten, or «ond of thef acctinsed brigttnds froni La 
Yieadi^ In two days, thr^ impure geneNtt^dns df i^b^Ts fHai 
fltaattcft have ceased to be any more." 

. Soon aftei^ards the monster Rdbespieire met his fate ; v^lR^ 
aecusKtions pouring in fittrtn all (juarteri^ aginnist llifis the ni^ 
sanguinary of all the instrumoits of his criadty, FdUfh^Wlt^^^^ 
pefied fitim the convention ass a disgrace to any asseihbfy off which' 
lieinigteb€?ataetabfef. ^ >^ 

In 1797 heagain appeai'ed in public liife as a c'oinmissafyf fsl 
tbefoHowingyear wfiis appoinrted aWibassador to Holland ; ancPin 
]f99 he was Made miibister df {k^ice, which sittiirtioii hi'r^tt^^ 
uuttt'MOe. ^ - i> r ^' 

Hie disgrace h^ sufi^red by hiaf expulsion froth flte cl^MvelhthM 
faai a salut^ effect uponr his mind. To PoucMr ^t itikMSIt 
of police, many unjust -prikreedii^ have been attributed, but'8iV 
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. A ipr^Mt sacrifice .i^^ayred neceaMty to yoiar 
peacet a|i4 that of the world, and Napoleoi^ 



ivoi'si ciKuiiCB Innrc scknowiodgedt tnat niB cnsrscter whs uUf" 
gather changed* He was no longer the ^bmiisivB or the wittng 
agent of cruelty and muirder, but seemed to wish to aAone finr 
the atrocities that he had formedy commitlbed, by ende«roiifiB|^ 
to save from destruction, the devoted victims of as sanguinary » 
monster as the detested. Robespierre. He was the uniibni^ tbe 
iutxepidy and often the successful opponent of ev^ ryramucal 
and oppressive measure of Napoleon. It is well knowft that he 
eaq[>rc8sed his detestation of the murder oi the Duke of Eqgfacin» 
iu termsso strong that they were never £»rgivea by the iyt$g^ 
The virtuous Moxeau found in him a constaut and {earless advp^. 
cate^and it was by ,his means that that iUustn^ui general escaped 
mi iipMmunious death* The per£dio«8«]q[ieditioa agaiait Spain 
1^09 vehmentlgr repiohated by hiou 

It was no^ merdy in puUic 1^ that his chaiaetereiid oeadnet 
appea£e4tobeohai4^* Xa Us donestiG civole he was baleved 
andLidioUaed* His ^charities weie b<Mi«dkss» thou|^ no* < 
tfitioi^ ; and aeaily Iwa thouHad loiiis were dbtri b ^ te i 
3gear fcom his piiwile pune* among those wha had auffncdy 
mther from his own former crunesk or the qpranajr of his pwmak 
master. 

.J(I]s.,c|^pQ|9itioa to Na pole o n's ujusttce .beemees^ J«i|^ aa 
^tematic and kioorngible, that he was dwmisseil fsom Uaefice 
i(f j^gOd^ But tb^ vast machine of the Fsan^b police eauld oaty; 
be meni^^ but by him who had first arranged its.. cdmplieatQds. 
parts, and in 1805 he was re-ipstated in bia farmer silkualioo. . 

. '^jl^per^i^o^ towUch the police of France wm braaght by 
]^tK^,wi^ admirable. It is supposed that mere than *thraB 
bundled thousand persons were ^employed by bim^-f^^iDsieviifi 
^f);if9fl^in|re .kufFf^ ^ <3^ othm*, and fr^spi wh««ft,heieotiited 
^^^f#%4^Hwl^ dpilyjaccownts of the ai( ^o i yj^ luo gtpriiriiar 
ooavj^t^ 0^ imA^ ev^ individual in the ^mfil^,. 
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dedicated the imperial power. His alxfiicati^D 
forms the term of his political life. His son is 
proclaimed. 



The Emperor once expressed some doubt of the accuracy of 
Ins intelligence, and the possibility of his arriidng at many of 
the ^cts which Fouch^ pretended to know. The minister was 
piqued, and pledged himself to relate to ^e Emperor eVery ac- 
tion which he performed, and erery conversation which he beM 
during the following day. Napoleon used every precaution ta . 
prevent the possibility of b^ng overlooked. He shut himself 
in his cabinet. He admitted no domestic to wait up<m him whose 
fidelity had not stood the test of many years service. He wrote 
sever^ despatches with his own hand, and committed them io 
mesKBgers who had never deceived him. 

On tbe next morning Fouch^ entered his cabinet, and faU' 
before him a detailed account of the preceding day. He toUt. 
hUn every pa«on who had he&n admitted to his preteaee, mod Ae 
nature of their conversation. Srane of the coi^n^oceB btA 
paned without witnesses and w^eof 'die most imp^M-tait and 6m* 
Hcaie nature. He gave hka ihesubstaace of every <tefp«tel)^«d 
vdated a thousand little contrivances ei Ni^<4ton to eltsAa iw- 
spection ; but be acknowledged that he knew not what became 
of the Emperor after a certain hour ; that he could not tMMt 
Ais from his agents^ but tfmt they were ready to relate the nHieie* 
if required, to the Emperor himself. Na^^kon be^ly tepXM 
tlyit this was perfectly unnecessary,— th^ he was quite mIMM» 
and he added, that the latter part of the evening had a^ ben^ 
Wj^esit in the best company. » 

OoL the restoration (^ Lewis XVIH FoucI^ was contiai^ia 
his office, and happy would it have been for that monwrdh had he 
fiiteiied to the counsels of ti^s^bkaad patriotic advnev.' i^faaa- 
aever been questioned by any cami^ miDd, that the Duke ^ 
Otrai^ was sincerely disposed to uphcdd the thtone^^tiieSoiil^' 
bona, and that be preferred the constitutional government of die 
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Ybuf new constitutioD, which possesses as yet 
only good principles, is about to undergo its ap- 



l6gttittate monarch, to that despotism which he had uniibrmly 
op^csed. Y«t it cannot be denied that he latterly ranked among 
those whom the unwise councils of the family of the monarph had 
disgusted, and rendered suspicious, and perhaps it would be dif- 
ficult for the Duke to prove that he was altogether ignorant of 
the plot for the return of the Corsican. He accepted the same 
office under Napoleon on his re-assumption of the throne, be- 
cause he believed that the tyrant, like himself, was reformed, and 
because he did not expeict that Europe would have made a com- 
mon cause against him. He retained that office, because he 
thought he might confirm the waveringresoliitions of "Napoleon, 
and prevent a rekpse into his former despotism. He served his 
cotintry by continuing the minister of Nciiik>leon. He turned him 
from mtmy prt jetits of revenge, and saved the lives of thousands, 
wbtf- wf^ tmexmnpled ingratitude would now rejoice to see his 
blAodlUMT'oii the^soiiRM. Aft^^^ defeit of Waterloo^ he 
esMmd MmuMMp^pare f^ the return of the Bt^rbons as the 
ODlf fli«iiis"<(^^fn^fi^ hts ifl-foti^ country from the horrors 
wMoirtbrefltone^to ovarwhelm her. 

Onf^dtettern <rf:Leim» from* Ghent, be continued to retain 
his ;n(tt«ti«iii, and to offertoithe moMffdh the wisest and the best 
adMoev«nd he ttt lett^ retited^^ th^ tnitnstry, ot rather was 
dMmmflfsmitf becfttiseh^ wotMnl^suictioR the disgrace and 
di — imMlUiJit tff lib gantry, noP ^e iiis countehan^ to those 
fmnMn and re-aetionary measures whicA would have brought' li^ 
Fflmce itf^lg^vtifed sulfefing^lliAii she has yet endtired: 

t Cta*itec#«e'4ff *We» kti^W^h ^btt^n^ been one of th^ prih- 
ci]^ift»rou*lt« of^8uoftaptt«, atid*the agetf! of most of his 
•trt»e«k" * •«» >fese-««l mtfi^ofiht Diikte bf'Enghein; 
afl«Mi4lm efflcenr, td t)i^tiiEt&H>T«ft1'hort6ur, had iHdi|hli^tIy re- 

Vol. n. o 
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l^catioD, aad even tho^e priociples ate ta be pari* 
fied and extended . , ^ 

* There no longer exist powers jealous of each 
other., The space is free to the enlightened 
patriotisfn of your representees, and the peef^ 
feel, think, and vote as the public opinion di^ 
rects. 

After twenty-five years of political tempests, the 
mcunent |ias arrived when every thing wise ,ajq<l 
snbliine that has been conceived respecting socia) 
institutions may be perfected in yours. 

Let reason ; and genius speak, and from what- 

II I . I I l _ " ,| 1,1, II 1. W 11 ^ I I II I M ( I ■ ■ 

fused to bav€ ^y , ooncem in so 4iabolic«l« IftnwctiQD, mW «ret 
stamp dit^race and in&my on his name. 

j; Quinette was formerlj an advocate at Soissoos. He was 
elected a member of the national convention for the deparment of 
PAin. In 179^9 he was one of the commissioners sent' to the 
army of General Dumourier. He and his colleagues n^efe-tteijltf 
by ifnit Cleoera^ and delivered to the A«P^ans,; by ^M^fint; he 
was imprisoned at Maestricht, dien at Cobkntei nfterv^Kkat 
Wurtsburg, then at Spielberg, and finaUy at Fribourg in the 
Brisgaw. He was detained more than two years, and was at 
length exchanged with his colleagues for the present Duchess of 
Angouleme. He was afterwards elected a member of the ootia^' 
cilof five ^ndreil,^ and dunng the reign of the DiK»t«iy ^ras 
aj^pointed minister of the interior. Wh^ Buonaparte^ assumed 
the consulate he was dismissed, but appointed prefect of the 
Somme, to which were attached some other offices of emolument, 
He h^ld these situations until di^ letumof tfaeBouibon^tA^ 1S14*' 
lie jwas^lievcr sttHKMedio poesesa ei^rMrdiaaty abqW^ bift «n» 
jog^^^^i^^tatiw^ of alkj)«pl tud feonfiHtinan. ,v. ; ,. t ?x 
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eyer side their voices may prot^eed they shall be 
heard. 

Plempotentiaries have departed in order to treat 
in the name of the n,ation, and to negotiate with 
the powers of Europe that {^ace which they 
have promised on one condition, which is dow 
fulfilled. 

The whole world will, like you, be attentive to 
their reply. Their answer will make known 
whether justice and promises are accounted any 
thing on earth. 

Frenchmen ! be linited. Let all rally under 
circumstanees of sueh great importance.- lietcivil 
discords be appeased. Let dissensions be silent at 
this moment in which the great interests of nations 
are to be discussed. Be united from the north of 
France ^tp the Pyrenees, and from La Vendue to 
Marseilles* 

Who ia he, who, born on the soil of Prance, 
whatever may be his party, whatever his political 
Opinions, will not range himself under the na- 
tional standard to defend the independence Qf the 
country > . 

AnBiM may in part be destroyed, but the ex-» 
perience of all ages, and of all nations proves that 
an intrepid nation combating for justice and 
liberty cannot be vanquished. 

Tiie i«^eror in abdicating has offipred himself 
as a sacrifice. The m^db^s of the government 
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devote tbem!(elT«s 'hi ae<(^epting fram y^ur re|fi&- 
sentatives the reins of state. 

(Signed) The Duke of Otrawo ^ 

June 24. T.BJEniLtBR* Sectfetwry.'! 

The second paragraph in thin proclamaticm had 
produced a very animated disenssion iiii both 
chambers, and an exceedingly curious one in the 
chamber of peers.^ From" the silencei ef l^oth 
liouses respecting the 'condition on Trhicb Napo- 
leon had abdicated, and the observation ef the 
president of the deputies, that he had no oom- 
mission id speak on that head, the frieiKbiof Ns^o- 
leoh be^n to fear that some plot wa»*m agitatinh 
unfavourable to his dynasty : they sospected that^' 



^ jperlier mfbs QrigiQally an advocate. Ife wa& a member of 
the convention, and voted for the death of Lewis XVI. During 
the horrible domination of Robespierre he was a zealous sup- 
porter of the tyrant, but escaped the fatewbich dvenvlielfi^d his 
cb) tei^es. He was aflcrwardv a memfasr of* the ^eutieiitofifive 
hundred, whetthe.miule t))e inffU|i9i](s pvog^si^o^ ^^h^t .tb^ 7^^^ 
l^tives of th^. etpigrant^ should be detained as h^st^iges, and, 
made answerable for their good behaviour. This proposal was 
rejected with indignation, and procui*ed him the nickname of 
BerlUt Otagi (Hostage Berlin). ^WI^nffBtfonapdrte became 
cowhilbe.wap m^de chlqf J^^dg^oftht «!9Hrt C^^ctonitpl^^andt 
was cdebtated for ,tb^ d^4^rMy ,wit^ w^^bj Ije poptriv^. tft fifid. 
•some plausible ground for th^ condemnatipa of every vessek 
His talents were universally respected',— while Iiis rougb and 
Bru^l mannd^ cbntinuatly recalled to ifecUlc^fan the patV^hicb 
helikid! bbrnc/iar^iedj^edfal M^ti^^S 
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fb^<ielu6ive theory of a republic would be again 
4|t^iiipted, or that the recall of the Bourbops wm 
in contepiplation. They, therefore, hs^ped to 
brin^ <iie^ .matter to the test, and the very even- 
ing of the day on which N24;>oIeon had abdi- 
^eated Prince Lucien opened the business in the 
chamber of peers^ 

^* We have to consider/' said he, " how civil 
^ war is to be avoided. Is France an independent 

^ or free nation? The Emperpr is djead — Vwe 
PEmpefMfl — The Emperor ha^ abdici^d — Vwe 

^kktRmfertmirl There can be no actual cessation 
I^twten the Einpef'or who dies or abdicates, and 
his successor. Such is the m^im which forms 

* . the foundatk>n of a coiistitulional,inpp;irchyf ; y^ll 
interruption is anarchy. I move Uiat, in con- 
formity with the constitidional act whieh4ias been 
jforthe second time sanctioned by the chamber 
of peers and that of the representatives, the 
chamber of peers, which hay^worn fidelity to the 
Emperor and ike censtitutions, and which lately 
ift the Ohanrp de Mai, in the faqe of France and 
of all Euifop'e j[)roclaimed them, shall by ti spon- 
t3^epus fjnd ^y^iaanimoMs vote declare before the 
French. fieiJj^le la^d foreign nation^^that it re9ogr 
jmw NiipoteoQ^II a# Eauperc^ of the French* I 
^SSiiSA^^^ f^\ exmiple aod si«H»ar fteteiity to 
lim.' If a factious minoritj^ Should attacifc the 
^ywjsly sind.the constitution^ it is not in 'the 
f^woijpfipr of f>eer# jtfaat t^^ito^ "^ill b^ foni^!^ I^ 
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isndt in the chamber of peers, idiieh Iras^fmtt^ 
exdmfii&B'df devotedn^Ri that tibe £Eu;tious will findf 
astti^ort'' ^ 

Several memberaH-" Seconded /' ^ 
Count Ponteconlant*. It is painftil'for me 



* Pontecoulant was nobly descended. At the breakipg out 
of the revolution he was sub-lieutenant in the body-guards of 
which his father was major. He espoused the popular cause with 
all thei^io l e nc e of youthful ardour, and underwent eonsideral^ 
pensecutioa from bis femily on that account. He was elected a 
membiei^f die natknak coBTentioQ for thedepartaent o£ Cabrados* 
He.'ttieFe conneotad himself with tha enlightened and pi^ri<|tic 
adyocatjes of rational and moderate liberty. He voted that the 
King was guilty, but proposed that he should be imprisoi^ 
until a general peace and then banished. When the Mountain 
party prevailed, he narrowly escaped tlie destruction in which the 
leiflkrsof the liberal party were involved, and made Ins escape 
fromPariii. AfCo* the deserved &ll a£ Robespierre he resumed 
his seat in the convention, and gained modi credit for the zeal 
with which be defended the colleagues of the monster who bad 
so lately thirsted for his blood. In that he was assisted by 
Cahiot, and they succeeded in laying that spirit of re^edieo 
whoch threetened to deluge France widi blood. 

Uttdertlie directory he was elected a member of tke ceiutieil 
office hundred^ and distingoished himsdf by his wateh6il aod^ 
zealous opposition to every arbitrary and unjust measure. When 
he perceived the despotwm^at which the directory aifloed, he wbs 
so deeply impHcsted in a plot to overthrow them eiid preaerve 
the liberties of his country, that he was sentenced to be deported 
t» Ci^cmie witb Kch^pra» and Barthelemy. He aga^i eflfeote^^ 
Uaescape^ and never afterwards deemed it prudent toicsiiiiB» 
bis seat in the oouneiL 

BucHMperte knew how to estimate his vmrA, and j«oaUiiqr' 
him from fab retirement, appointed him prefect of Bn n s ifc 
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* OF tstb^keHs. VSfH' 

to ^h^ ati #piiiioa ut oppesitioil to^^the ^Int^ 
s|ieakear« What I M^uld nat have said duraig^ tte 
prosperity of the Emperor, I shall now stattefi^nsi^ 
adversity has struck him. Ni^leon ift^myr baie^ 
faotor. I un indeb^d to him for every thingi 7 1 
iremained faithful unto him until he re l e ased me 
from the obligations of my oath, and gratitude for 
his benefits will bind me to him until I draw my 



^pqt 



viAikfa srtttaliMi he filled doping many yetiv, widi liMtdur to \asBL^ 
seUy and adrantage to thoee over wfaom kepieiided; > He$ wai' 

[ually beloved and respected by all parties^ and-waaone^ the 
very few who have passed through the various sta^ of the re^ 
volution, and taken an active part in them, without one stain on 
bis honour. 

In 1805, he was appmnted senator, and on^ the relttim of 
Lewis eneateda peer. This seleetioB gaveumvenal satisfisietiaii. 
Towards the latter part of the short reign of Lewis he toc^ little 
share in the dtiseussions of the peers. He deeply lamented the 
folly of ^e court, and the ill-concealed intentions of the royal 
family, and would not sanction those proceedmgs whoae evident 
toHteney was to prepare the way for the estabHshment of the 
ancient despotism. He shared in Ae geaeial uneasiness^ . but 410 
cme has accused him of being implicated in any plot against 
thestate^ or of being privy to the dcngn of recalling Ni^o« 
leon. 

He was one of ^ peers of Napoleon, andrntheshflartfleslBona^ 
ofv1iia*paclianunt sttll shewed Umself the detannmed friosd of 
jnstioeaind liberty. The eppoMtiim wMdi he led In ^irdebite 
ajgainst the proposal of Lucien does him credBt. He waa after* 
wunte appointed one of the conmussiooera to treat with t^ AlUfid I 
Powers for peace. The friends of their country kanentedtseaei 
livioaarie^iaied Itom the lirt of peers wheBr" Lewie i^^ 
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lasfebnsatbw 9ut it ia pra^mi- ib«t we sbeuid 
aiotifi a Manner contrary to, the practice of eYmy: 
deltbenatit^ assembly. If I rightly undeinitood 
what WM aaid, it is wished that we riiooM adopt 
apropositioa witiidut deliberating on it. £iit I 
ask the Prince by what title does he speak in 
this chaiKtbi^i! ? Is he a Frenchman ? I cannoi 
recognise him as such, I should doubth^ss be 
ready to own him as^a Frenchman on accoimt of 
his sentimentsiyhia talents, and the services ha has 
performed for liberty and national indepaadence. 
I wish to adopt him as a Frenchman, but be whoM 
invo|kes the qonstitution has no constitutional 
title* He i3 a Roman Prince, and Rome forms 
BO pMt of the French . territ^y. 

Lneien.— *^ 1 wish to reply to what is peHsoiial 
to nayseif." 

Pbntecoulant. — " You may reply when I have 
CQ|M?liwfe4, Re§p«ct, Pripc^, the equality 9f which 
you havei often aet. aa example. The preceding 
speaker has advaneed an inadmissible propositioti. 
W^ cannot adopt it without renouncing public es- 
teem, iVithout betraying our duty, and the country 
^hftfteiftfetyiahpiapeid i^Qw h^aadfl. The firsktMng 
toihe c»BSiifered .is, wk^tbsv^ when a res9l«rtioi» 
has passed one chamber, and been adopted by- the 
other, it can be changed by One of the fractions 
of the legisjatiye authority, while the only ques*- 
tipA^ isi^ e?;wi]riiwit .The d^liheWtion <if this 
m^ingis conformable to the lawd, to the Em- 
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peror-8 declwdtioii) mirf^a the interestii of ffae 
French pea^. What is it that is proposed? 
The proclaiming of Napoleon IL I am far 
front objeetiitg to that course, but I firmly de-i* 
clare'that great as is my respect for the Em- 
peror, I eamiot recognise an infant for my king, 
or one residing out of France as its se^reign. 
In such a situation some old Senatus Consuhum 
would soon be revived. We should be told that 
the< Emperor was to be considered either u a 
foreigner or a dative, that the regency was 
^ foreign or captive, and another regency would be 
formed which would light up a civil war. 1 pro- 
pose tiiat the question betakfu into consideration, 
unless it be of such a nature that it may be put 
aside by the order of the day which prejudges 
nothing. A factious minority has been mentioned. 
Where is that factions minority ? Are we who 
wish for peace the factious ? I am far from sup- 
posing that it can be a minority which thinks 
it right to reject a resolution which would shut 
the door against negotiation, and which would 
tend to md^ens recognise as a sovereign an in- 
dividnvl^ who is not in France. I move that the 
diandeUor do either proceed to the disettssion, or 
pass to the ojrder of the day .^* 

Lucieni-^** If not ^n yours, I am in the eyes of 
all this BBtioft a Fpe0chmdii4---The nmiient that 
NapukMmtaMliCttted his son sptcceeded him* All 
that is to be done i% to publish a shnple declaration. 
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There is no grtani ftar an; deMberttmi. The 
Emperor has abdicated in farour of his son. We 
have accepted his ncrifioe. Are we now io mi^e 
hktt low the fruit of that sacrifice ? * We want not 
tfaet^nion^of lomignerB. In recognising Napo^ 
Icon II we shall 4io ofur. duty. .We. cali to the 
throne him whom the constitution and the will of 
the people baif^e already called to that station. 

fioi8sy^« — '^ I foresaw the difficulty which faais 
arisen V bu* I expected that onr decree of this 
morning would have averted it. T)iat decree pre- 
judges nothing, but it tenmnated the qnestienaT 
Hare we not had enough of foreign war, and is it 
inshed to give us ciril war also ? Let us not di*« 
vide ourselves. We accepted the abdication una^ 
nimously. The only thing now to be done as M>' 
appoint a provisional gov^nmeot. i hope w«r 
shall be able to stop the progress of the foMigner^ 



* Bois^ d'Anglas was bom at AnonDay in 1756^ pd was a^ 
advocate of the parliament of Paris, and Maitre d'hotit UyMon^. 
sieur, now Lewis XVIII. He is a man of letters, and in early 
life distingimhed himsetf for some excelletit papers presented t6 
tli^ aciMlesQy of inBcriptioiis. He was suooesnvely member ^ 
thp constituent assembly, the national convention, aodt the. 
council of five hundred. He was named a peer of France by 
Lewis XVin, and aftenvards by Napoleon. He was sometime 
president of the convention, and his conduct in that situation 
cmh&i bejvstifled. He was president on the day ki which his 
cQl^pifuctF«rniidwisafHmaated. :He ^^t tbe.sat)iit.^4fa# 
prelbmiMury discourse to the constitution of the 7€sv^^«, ,^ 
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bttti^e ratjnsit iiot fis^ tbe beiag ckEprtfed cf the 
means of treating with him/* 

JLabedoyere.— " I repeat what I said this mcNm^ 
iog. Napoleon abdicated in favour of bia 80tt« 
If the chamber of peers — if that of the r^H'es^ite* 
trves do not proclaim Napoleon II, the abdication 
id null and void. I have heard voices surround^ 
ing the throne of the prosperous sovereigfn, but 
they withdraw from it now that he is in-mis- 
fei:tune. There are persous who will not ac- 
knowledge Napoleon II, because they wwh to 
receive the law from foreigners, to whom they 
give the name of Allies. The abdication of Na^ 
poleon is indivisibly connected with the success 
^on of his son. If his son be not recognised be 
oi^ht to draw his sword, surrounded by French- 
nien who have shed their blood for him, and 
who are still covered with wounds. He will be 
abandoned by some base generals who have 
already betrayed him. The Emperor owes this 
to the nation. We have abandoned him once; 
shall we abandon him a second time ? We have 
sworn to defend him even in his misfortunefi^^ If 
we declare that every Frenchman who quits his 
standard shall be covered with infamy — shall have 
his house rased, and his family proscribed, we 
shall then have no more traitors ; no more of those 
I^aI|op^vres which have occasioned the late cata* 
starophes, and sraie of the authors of which per- 
haps sit here.'' . V 1 
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204 DEBATE OF THE PEERS. 

A great tumult now arose, and universal crie* 
of Order ! Order ! 

The Prince of Essling. — " Young man ! you 
forget yourself!*' 

Lameth. — " You forget, general ! that you are 
no longer in the guard-house." 

Labedoyere. — " Hear me !'*. 

Valence. — " I will not hear you until you have 
disavowed what you have said." 

Labedoyere. — ^" It was not to you, Count ! that 
I referred." 

Here the tumult increased, and the voice of 
Labedoyere was drowned amidst violent exClamfa- 
tions. The President covered himself, and tran- 
quillity was at length restored, 

Cornudet*. — " We are disputing on w6rds* 
The minutes of the chamber reco^ise (he abdi- 
cation of Napoleon. They will also record flie 

claim of Prince Lucien. That precaution will 

■ '■ ' ■ ■ ■ '■ " ■ ' ■ ■ .■■»■■ I j^ 1 

. * Cornudet vvas an advocate before the rerohitieiu Ife wi^ 
a member of the kgisdative assembl j, and afterwaida of the 
council of ancients in 1797» He was afterwards concerned in 
the 18th Brumaire, which invested Buonaparte with the su- 
piemje power. For this Napoleon was grateful, and bestowed 
on him many honours and einoluments. It should be added Umi 
Cornudety though zealously attached to hU beoefactM» was no 
servile instrument of tyranny, and sometimes bad the boldness 
pul^licly to oppose the arbitrary measures of Napoleon. By a 
curious coincidence he was created a peer by Lewis oh June 4th, 
1814, and recreated by kapoleon Junfe 4th/l8|'5.-^His oiiiiie 
is now erased from the list of peers. 
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suflSce to guard the rights of NapoleoD 11, but he 
i» out of Fraoce. To speak plainly, he is a pri« 
soner. Under these circumstances what ought to 
be done ? What does the public safety and the 
national independence require? The establish- 
ment of a provisional goyemment, capable of 
adopting.measures for the public safety/' 

After a protracted and atormy debate the pro- 
position, of Count Cornudet was carried. The 
provisional govamment was appointed, and the 
qu^atigiv respecting the «acceasi9n of Napoleon II 
wii» disposed of by the order of the day. 

This^ inattention to the condition on which 
Buoni^rte had abdicated, and evident indiffier-^ 
ence with regard to the continuance of his dynasty, 
alarmed, and enraged him* When the termina- 
tiion*, of- the debate, was repwted to himy he broke 
out 4iito an iingovemafale transport: of passion, 
deiflapedith^t .he reM^od his abdication, and.pro^ 
pbsed'tommroh without delay on; tbe (^Mynbrn^ 
and forcibly disperse them. 

He was confirmed in this by the mo\^ements of 
the inhabitiants of the suburbs. The rntelligeiice 
of' tive abdication of Napoleon filled them with 
it»e:3ipre8»b1e rage. Theyfcastily assembled, fu- 
riouiily vbctflerating *^Thfe* Empi^dr for ever*!'* 
It was in vmn replied that tbere was no Eibperbr. 
" He is our Emperor — he shall >be oiir 'Emperor ; 
and woe to thosie who would injute :or' disgrace 
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' Croivds of them ran to the Palace Elys^e^ 
and eagferly dewanded that the fimperor would 
^t hnmelf at their h^d^ and lead them against 
their enemies and his. Bi^trand appeared at the 
eomnland of hisoMSter. He thanked them in the 
nane of Napoleon for tlie affisetionate zeal which* 
they expressed) and assured them that if the Em- 
peror found it necessary, he would avail himself 
of their assistance, and confide bimselfi to their 
protection. He howerer requested them at pre-' 
sent to disperse, promisiiig that they should hei 
called upon when their services were required: 
By this artful harangue he avoided committing^' 
his iaaster*-*4be chambers could not ckHBjIlain 
that resistance was meditated, and the co^pera-' 
tion of the Federates was secured for any ^purpose- 
to which Buonaparte might direct their efforts.' - 

The conduct of the fow regnlaf troops wlwr 
were in Paris was more important, as it indvcated' 
the sentiments of the army, and the part ii4licli 
they would take- The soldiers, and even the- 6f^ 
ficers, became perfectly ungovernable. They feom- 
pelled every one whom they met to shout ^* The 
Emperor for ever V\ They insulted all who *ere 
su^iosed to be connected with the leading* mein of 
the chambers. The shops were hastily 6hue. Tht^ 
»eaflest alarm prevailed, and some diteadfbl seene^^ 
of bloodshed was every moment apprehendedl - ^ 

As fresh intelligence of the disindinatibn of 
the peers to prockdm tus^son feaobed hitt) Bitowsi- 
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parte lieoMoe more furious. He ordered amid 
and money to be distributed to the (ederattt, irlm 
QoatjiQued to crowd to the palace* He niustereil 
all the little iorce which. Aen ednstituted bis bodjw 
guard, and* prepared to sally oat and decide ^ 
matter by foiee. But maoy of bis best friends^ 
aud'the truest friends of their country earoestty 
be^ugbt bjm not 4o rush on hiB fate. ^^ The glo* 
rioup sacrtfiee of the xnorniog/" dieysaid, " se- 
cured |o him the gratitude of France, an4 the f^ 
probation* of. Europe; bul this impolitic and in*'' 
stee^, proceeding could not fail of being attended 
by the mosi ruinous consequences/' 

\^ I abdical^,"' he violently exclaimed, ^' labdi* 
cig^) IB favour of my son. Have they proelaimed 
him, or wUl th^y proclaim him ? They break their 
faitbrwitbme, and my resignation is null and void. 
Haiv^ Inot the army ; — have I not the Federates at 
my command. Cai^ I not now crush th^n in an 
iqatant ? And shall I suffer myself smd my family 
to\be betrayed ami destroyed 2^' 

'V Your Majesty may ipertainly accomplieb the 
purpose which you intend. You may disperse the 
chambers, and the resistance of the national gu^utt 
w«^i:ild. be inefficient to oppose you ; but be as^ 
s^ye^ that your powto would not last three days. 
3^^ thcL pt^rs conf^tute but one chamber. 
You kn^w not wjiat course the deputies may pur* 
sf|e. Ipd§ed yQH have reason to expect better 
tWllgSiir9mJt||§iR. .*i*d t^^ FiU bft 
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speedily followed by the fiteri. At lewt wait Urn 
result of to-morrow's debate, aj^ do not be guiltj 
of the ii^justice of violating the iod^^A^CMe of 
the representatives, when probably yoja wonkl 
wojuld have had no reason to complain of thran/^ 

This fbrcib^ and jurt f^^peal had its effect* 
Buon^^^te had absolutely started at the deaua* 
elation that he would not retain his power three 
days, and he appeared deeply to meditate on it. 

" Well !" said he, at length, "J will wait the 
event of to-morrow; but let them bewiare how 
^hey tri^e with me, or forget the terms of my uh- 
dication/' 

The night passed over without the exp^ed ex- 
plosion. More than thirty thoussM^ natiowil 
gfif^rds were under arins at their respective dep6ts» 
^d; strong, patroles paraded every streeij and bet 
haved with the 'greatest firmness axid, modefatioBi 
Theyi dtsperaed every group, ftompelted eve^ 
leotoerr to walk o^ and instantly arreatttd all wjhci 
were disposed to cause diaturbteK^i ^hatev^ir f»^ 
tbfey espoused. 

At an Gwly hour on the following morning, the 
chambw of deputies me*. After di^QSing of the 
ordeiB f^ thQ day^ M% Bi^rengper * ^ uftoved tbsU; the 



* M, Berenger was.origiaally a PhjMcian to the Ho^italat 
Grehoble. He did not app^ <m tUe politicalth^^e until 17$7, 
whk) he If as eki^ « inetsW of 4li# ciMiti^ 
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proTisional goTernm^t dhould be* declared col- 
lectivefy i^gponsiUe. 

M.Defermon immediately ascended the tribune. 
"Thattheprovisional governmen t/'said he,"should 
be responsible to the nation cannot admit of a 
doabt/ but in whose name does this government 
act ? Do we, or do we not acknowledge? an Em- 
peror of the French ? There is not a man among 
us who does not answer we have an Emperor in 
the name of Napoleon 11 (Yes ! yes ! exclaimed 
the greater part of the members). I am a repre- 
sentative of the people, and devoted to the iri- 
terests of my country. My opinion is, that the 
constitution should be our rallying point: How 
shall we look in the eyes of Europe and the na- 
tion, if we do not faithfully observe oui* funda- 
mental laws? Napoleon I reigned in virtue of 
these laws. — Napoleon II is therefore our sove- 
reign. (Yes ! yes !) When it is seen that we 
rall>' zealously by our constitutions, and that we 
have pronounced in favour of the chief whom 



for the department of Is^re. He opposed the despotism of the Di- 
rectory , and was deeply concerned in the plot of the Eighteenth 
Brumaire, which established the little expected, but more dread- 
fxil despotism of Buonaparte. In 1601 he was appointed Coun- 
sellor of State, and afterwards Count of the Empire, and Com- 
mandant of the Legion of Honour. He had the character of 
being an honest man, ftnd a friend to rational liberty. On the 
Tetttffi of Lei^,' in 1814, he was agdn named Counsellor of 
States and Director General of the indirect taxes. 
VOL. II. P 
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they indicate to Us, it cto no longer be said to the 
national guard' that we deliberate, becanse iro e» 
pect Louis XVIH. Let ns re^assare • the army, 
Which desiri^s that dur Mnstiliition should bfe pre- 
iServed. There is no longer any doubt as to th* 
mdinteitance of the constitutronal dyn^^y of Ni^ 
|K)leon.'' , 

The liTeliest eirthui^asni prevailed through the 
assembly. The deputies all rt)se, and waving their 
hats, long continued to shout ** The Emperor for 
ever!'' It was afterwards moved, and ordered^ 
that the general emotion which had been mai^ 
fested, should be mentioned in the mimites. 

M. Boulay de la Meurthe* next presented 
himself. His i^ech iscurioni, and tlnrows cori^ 
siderable light on th6 state of parties. ^ 

" The abdication of the Emperor, such as you 
have accepted it, is indivisible, and cannot bb 
taken only in parts^ I refefpect my colteigues, btft 
I have my eyes open. I perceive that we Irtie stii^ 
rounded by a niultitude t>f intrigues, of "A^^tions, aiid 
many who wish to have the throne declared vacant^ 
in order to place the Bourbons upon it. (Cries of 
no ! no !) 



t Boulay de la Meurthe had been a member of the NatioiuJi 
Convention, and had not escaped the contagion pf it§ extravap 
gance. He had been created a Count of the £mpire> and Coun- 
cilor of State by Napoleon, bat not employed on the retiimof 
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f ' Gentlemen, if the throne should be declare 
vmcm^ yon may reckoti on the abtduie ruin of 
Rmee. This country wmild soon experience ibe 
fliieeraUe iate of Poland (A member — and of 
Spain). The Allied powers would divide our 
finest provinces, mkd if <hey assigned to the Boor* 
bons a corner of the Empire, it would still be in 
the hope of possessing theuMelres of that last 
poftiwi. 

^^ i appeal to the sentiments of all good Fr^idh- 
mee. Nothing can prevent me from speaking the 
truth. I fear nothing. It is long mnce I hftfia 
offered the sacrifice of my life. I will now go 
iur^er, and lay my finger #n the eore I An Or- 
leans faction eidsts. Yes ! I know it. It is vaiti 
to interrupt me. I speak from certain information. 
It is howevar doubtful whether the Duke of Or- 
leans would accept the crown, or if he did^ it 
would perhaps be to rastore it to Louis XVIII. 
(A memher.~I can positively assert it), I moiie 
ihat the assembly declare and proclaim that itr#- 
eagnises Napoleon II for Emperor of the French* 
(Yes! yes!) 

Many members now spoke, and M. Manuel 
concluded the debate in a speech containing the 
soundest reasoning, and breathing the purest pa^ 
triotism. 

^' Gentlemen;! opinions are divided on tjb^e 

• j]Ufstion which occupies our attention. Some 

tiiiuk that it i^ necessary immeditttely ctoif«Dcia«)i 
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Napdleon II ; others believe that political cir- 
cumstanced require delay, and that the chamber 
ought not to explain itself till negotiations shall 
have acquainted us with our true interests. The 
powers whcl hav6 already once declared that they 
will not treat with Napoleon, nor with his family, 
will they consent to see his son reign ? Such is 
the objection made. 

" But in thus publishing our fears before all 
Europe, in a discussion which may be regarded 
as a real calamity, are we not teaching them to 
require such a sacrifice? Is there need of en- 
larging on this point ? 

*' I love to believe that in this assembly there is 
but one object, that of saving the country. Biit 
it must not be dissembled that Frahefe contains 
mor6 than one patty. Would you suffer each of 
them to flatter itself that your secret intention is 
to labour for it ? Would you desire, that in Order 
to deterinine^ your decision; the different partieis 
should raise each their standard, and collect their 
adherents ? What then would become of the safety 
of the country ? 

*' Yesf gentlemen, since this discussion ' has 
been opened, it is necessary, it is urgent upon us 
to recognise Napoleon II Emperor; but at the 
same time it is fit that France should know the 
motives which influenced us In the nomination of 
the executive commission, and that in composing 
it of wi«;e and upright men, we intended to form 
a council of regency. 
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" In conclusion I will address myself to those 
who appear to think that political circumstances 
require delay. I will tell them that this discus- 
sion has sufficiently made known our firm reso* 
lution to do every thing henceforward for France, 
and not for a family. If the foreign powers refuse 
to acknowledge Napoleon II, thi^e will still be 
time to come to a determination, and no one will 
balance between one man and twenty millions of 
men. 

" I move tjhat; we pass to the order of the day 
on the following founds ; — 

" I. That Napojeoi;! II is become Emperor of 
the French by the act of abdication of Na- 
poleon I, and by the power of the constitutions 
of the Eoipire. 

" II. That the two chambei*s desired and meant 
bytheir decree. of yesterday, in nominating a com-, 
mission of provisional government to assure to- 
the nation the guarantee necessary under the 
extraordinary circumstances in which it is placed, 
for its liberty and repose.*^ 

It was afterwards moved that a deputation 
should be sent to the Emperor to make known 
this decision, and that the members of the pro- 
visional government should take an oath of obe- 
dience to the constitutions of the empire, and of 
fidelity to Napoleon II ; but this was opposed as." 
imnec^gfsary, and the chamber adjourned. 
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The obstinate refusal of Napoleon to abdicate, 
except ia favour of his son, had rendered t)ie 
measures which the chambers now adopted^ ab« 
aolutely necessar}'. Had not Napoleon II been 
acknowledged, Buonaparte would have revoked 
his conditional surrender of the imperial throne, 
dispersed the Chambers, kindled a civil war, 
or, with all the convulsive energies of despair, 
have prolonged the foreign contest until the ca« 
pital was reduced to ashes, and the whole of 
France laid waste. But while they avoided this 
evil, they incurred the danger of another, at first 
fippearance quite as great* The Allies had de- 
. clared &at they would not treat with Napoleon or 
his &mily. They therefore could not, and they 
would not enter into negotiations with a regency 
or an. executive committee governing in the 
name of the son of Napoleon. A regard to their 
solemn declarations forbad it, and motives of po- 
licy rendered it altogether impossible. 

WhaJtever might be the real fact, they wouU 
naturally suppose that' the act of abdication m 
favour of, his son was merely yielded widi the 
hope of warding off the present danger, and sow* 
ing the seeds of dissension among the Allies. 
Under the nominal government of the child, of 
under the regency of the mother, the power would 
really be vested in Napoleon himself. Who would 
naturally have so much influence, as the father ^f 
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the yQun^ i^ing. Ad(} if Napoleon stiU direc^c) 
th^ affairs of France, the reasons for waj* con- 
tipued precisely tbe same. The world would yet 
have to fear his overweening an^bitionl The Al- 
lien would have no seicurity against the perfidious* 
ness of his character ; aijid thdr ^cred compact, 
m.^de in the hour of soberest, wisest deliberation 
would be broken, never to lay down their ^rm^ 
antil Buonaparte was effectually prevented frpm 
ag^in Jrouhling th^e repose of Ejijjrope. 

T^is evil then att^ended thie decision of the 
eh^ttibjers to proclaim Napoleon ][I, that ^ere was 
no hope of peace. They were sei^ible of this, 
^nd the cQflimi*sioner3 (t|?e ^ppointipeplt of whom 
will J3e mentiione4 prp^n^y) wh^p were despatched 
to the Allies, to enter into negptiations, were in- 
tfTu&ted with the fulleat powien? Jp ti^at on terms 
mosjt consistent with the honoujr ^f)4 independenc^e 
of Fr^9ce, w^tboult lim^jtation to finy particular 
f^Wiyly4?r^hi^ef. 

The ob^jtjiii^cy wd selfishness of Ilf^poleon, 
]|ilOiW£v^, pgr/p^ably ^ved the cpuatry firtw the 
QlQ9t ,^gr^y9jted[ calan^ities. Had he uncondl- 
tjjlWjpJly reigned, ^nd l;iad the chambers ap- 
pwited an executive committee to govern provi- 
yional^y m tibe n^me of the nation, all ti^ 4ff- 
Uirmkt jE^tions would ^aye taken ajrms, ^nd j^trxig- 
gi((ed lor .lihe ascendency ; amd Fr^nqe yvould have 
girj^W^ KUider the double horrors of civil and 
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foreign w%r. Or bad the firmness of the gicwem* 
ment repressed the factions, the eommissionef^ 
who were sent to the bead-quarters of the Allies 
would not have beeii received. The coalesced so-' 
vereigns had resolved to treat for peace only 
within the walls of Paris : nay, they had gone 
farther, Lewis had become a partner in the coa* 
lition, and the monarchs had pigged themselves 
to restore him to the throne. A secret tr^ty, tin- 
IfLnown even to his ministers, had been made be^ 
tween him and them, in which be had re^pur- 
chased the crown at the price of resigning some 
of the bulwarks of France, and levying on it the 
most Oppressive contributions. The Allies would 
therefore have pressed on, and Lewis would have 
followed in their train. 

This plain and unblushing violation of &eir 
solemn declarations, that they made war on Napo^ 
leon and his family alone, and would not otber-^ 
wise interfere with the right of the French to 
choose th^ir own form of government, and thw 
own prince, would have exdted a universal burst 
of indignation and horror. The whole popula* 
tion would have flown ta arms. The war would 
have become national, and it would have probably 
teitninated only in the utter ruin of France : or if 
a united people had repelled the innumerable 
bands of their invaders, a military spirit would 
have been rekindled in France, and a mtlitaiy go^^ 
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tarttnent estabHsbed, which would again hare 
tibaken every throne in Enrope to its very foun- 
dations. 

Napoleon II being acknowledged^ by the provi- 
sional government, Buonaparte had no longer 
cause fer (Complaint, and was deprived of er^y 
plausible excuse for revoking his abdication. He 
therefore dismiftied bis Allies from the suburbs^ 
and seemed tranquilly to resign himself lo his 
fete. But the mischief produced by the partial 
encouragement which they had received on the 
preceding evening was not soon repaired. The 
federates had now formed tliemselves into regular 
bands. They had procured arms of every de^ 
scription, and on the night of the 23d, they para- 
ded the streets, insulted the peaceable citizens, and 
even attacked some pickets of the national guard. 
In one . place they succeeded in overpowering a 
considerable detachment of the guard ; but as^ 
sistance timely arriving, the ring-leaders were se- 
cnred, and the rest dispersed. 

The officers and soldiers of the line no longer 
indulged in violent conduct, and more violent 
language. Since thdr chief had confirmed his 
abdication, they had no plea for the outrages 
which they had threatened. But their dknided 
and ferocious countenances shewed that they were 
ready to obey ^e first signal for rebellion. They 
scnipled not to speak in the strongest term» of 
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dii9|)pn>baticm of the conduct of Napoleon w 
abandoning them on the field of battte* Th^]f 
were indignant at his resigning the throne fii'ith* 
out a struggle ; but they unanimously d^ared 
tha^ it would be bis own fault if be were not yet 
their £mperoi% and that tbey were ready <o rally 
iQQiind bia and de£^nd bim with their Uvea, 

The governmeat watched these proGeediugg 
wilh ithe g^ateat anxiety, and well acqiaainted 
%ith tbe ambiti^<His aikd capricious character of 
Biiionaparte, £eared that theire mighl be mm^ 
nt^Btagem ia his pretended Ksignatioiii or tiM4 
br might yield to the e^ril counsellors who yet 
auiroui^dtd him, and jeodeavour to resume the 
croirii. 

. Tq th£ iminfdtate success of this atteeipt they 
could have opposed so efl^ctoai resislance.-TTf 
tqi>Ai tbepnefore waited upon bim in tiie naaae of 
tb# £onmittei^ and repeeaenting that biscionti^ 
niiA}ice in Pam befrt aiitye a daogerona fermecvte- 
tion in thet minds of sdl fMurfies, «fged fa&s fie^lOFal 
1^ jSome i^abce at a distance from the metropolis. 
Tibe miaiater likewise Mated the proprieif ot a 
pnacfatfnatkMi from him to Ibe amay, acknowlejig- 
iB^Ihe £Btet of bis abd^^ation, and trans&rring abe 
attagpance of the aoldievs to the proyjMonid^o- 

IWMMHt. 

^ liionapai^ bad comq^tad tmK^lf too f^ to 
refMe io jeo«^y wMi 4hia mpsomMe n^pj^aat^ 
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aiid issuing^tlie fbllowihgprodAaiationtothe army, 
.hnmediately departed for Malmaison :— 
** Soldiers ! ' 

While obeying^ the necessity which removes me 
from the French army, I carry with me the happy 
certainty that it will justify, by the eminent ser- 
vices which the country expects from it, A^ 
praises which our enemies themselves have not 
been able to refuse it. Soldiers! I shall follow 
your steps though absent. I know all the corps ; 
and hot one of them will obtain a single advan- 
tage over the enemy, but I shall give it credit for 
the courage it may have displayed. 

Both you and me have been calumniated. Meti 
very unfit to appreciate our labours, have seen in 
the maiics of attachment which 3rou have given 
n^, a zeal of which I was the sole object. 

Let your future successes tell them that it was 
the country, above all things, which you served in 
obeying me ; and that if I had any share in your af- 
fection, I owed it to my ardent love for France, our 
common mother. 

Soldiers ! Some efforts more, and the coalition 
JH5 dissolved. Napc^eon will recognise you by Hie 
Wows which you are gmng to strike. 

Save the honour, the independ«M*e of the 
French ! Be the same men which I have known 
yotr for Itiese last twenty years, and you wifi b€ 
invindble. * ^ - 

(Signed) TSkiimuBov.'* 
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This proclamation was fer from satisfactoryr 
It contaiaed no formal confession of having abdi- 
cated the crown. It spoke only of a retirement, 
which circumstances had rendered necessary, l^ut 
a retirement which might be merely temporary, 
or depend on the continuance of the circumstances 
which first caused it. It appealed too forcibly to 
the affection of the French army, and seemed 
purposely calculated to keep alive that devoted at^ 
tachment "to him, which had been the source of 
all the miseries of France and Europe. When he 
spoke of having been calumniated, and of the 
fidelity of his soldiers to him being, imputed to 
them as a crime, his intention could scarcely be mis- 
imderstood. The provisional committee, however, 
was obliged to appear satisfied with this address : 
and so far as it contained an actual acknowledg- 
ment of his retirement, it answered some useful 
purpose. 

It was now expected and ardently desired by 
the true friejnds of their country, that Buona- 
parte would have withdrawn from France, and 
sought an honourable asylum in some distant 
land. Had he been actuated by genuine pa- 
triotism in the sacrifice which he had lately made, 
he would not have hesitated to adopt this measure. 
As long as he continued in France, his name 
V^ould be the source of many delusive and dan- 
gerous hopes and projects, and suspicions and 
apprehensions as much to be apprehended. 
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However sincere be might be in renouncing the 
imperial sway, however disposed to assume the 
character of a simple citizen, he could not repress 
the imprudent zeal of his friends, or the factious 
proceedings of his enemies. Nor would the 
coalesced sovereigns treat with any government 
which might be established in France, while, by. 
his remaining in the country he might be sup- 
posed to influence the negotiations, or might 
again possess the power of disturbing the peace 
of France. 

Had Napoleon been actuated purely by patri- 
otic views, he would " have felt the force of 
this reasoning, and withdrawn himself from the 
kingdom with whose happiness his presence 
was inconsistent. But though he had resigned 
the crown, and seemed to have relinquished all 
intention of resuming it either by artifice or force, 
he had not abandoned every prospect of ultimately 
regaining it. He had likewise another hope ; 
should it appear that he was destined no more to 
wield the imperial sceptre, he trusted that his 
military talents and the known devotion of his sol- 
diers would induce the government to appoint 
him generalissimo ; little recollecting how unwil- 
ling they who knew his character must be to in- 
trust him with so formidable a power. He actu- 
ally applied to the provisional committee, soliciting^ 
to be permitted agslin to combat at the head of 
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M^ traopa^ no lofigtt ttS totperor, but as « aittplci 



: TJukb ficcouiite for tibe reluctaace wUfa »wliieh 
^quitted Paris, and for bm afterwards lingerifig 
idt ]\ffiilma^soa> notwitbstaiidi^ the hiats of soiae 
.(Of his ^counsellors that he was y^ too near the 
capital) and the urgent entrtaties of oHiers to save 
himsdf, ere too kte^ by a prudent retreat* 

The miogled siitactMneat and fear oC his 4k\d 
.ninkte)^ had provided a swift^ailing vessel in 
which he might now have fled froio Rochlbtt, 
witbiOHt molestation^ and sought refiu^ ea the 
hosf^itahle shores oif America. It was fortunate ibr 
Europe that his indecision, and the longing lil- 
geriag look which he still cast on the crown prf* 
Y^ted him from escaping while the opportunilgr 
^as afforded him. Under tibe protedftoft of ^ 
Am^ioan gdvernmfHit he might have maintained 
a secure correspondence with the fe# ndio yet ad- 
hered to his cause, and wouM have been D^^av^tad 
as acenstant ol^ect of terror and alarm ; the eoa- 
lesced sorraretgns mint still have smin^ned a 
military attitude ; and avaiiing himsdf of the first 
idistnrbances wluch occm^ed in France or any 
i^her country, he would have appeared in aoMe 
«mleoked4Mr mmMnt, and renewed the acene&^f 
devastation and blood £rom ivhich £ur<^e coulfi 
be delrwred ^nly fay tha ^d)solute destm^ion of 
(^s iiialitimi jeBistenoe^ 
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Ifi th^ meantime crowds of fugitrres frodi 
Waterloo poured into the city ; and many troops 
wei*e recalled from the south to the defence of the 
cafpital. As their numbers increased, their dispo- 
sition became more and more evident. Their 
rage at the abdication of Napoleon knew iio 
bounds. They openly announced their deter- 
mination to force him, even against his will, to 
appear once more at their head. Many tumults 
occurred, and almost every night human blood 
flowed in the streets of Parfe* 

A coilnexion between these events and some of 
the inhabitants of Malmaison was clearly traced. 
Buoilaparte himself was not suspected, but the 
rash zeal of some of iiis officers was accused : and 
jt might be pleaded as their apology, that 
though they did not act under the direct orders of 
> their master, they well knew that he would not 
have been di^leased had their efforts to reinstate 
feitn succeeded. 

In Consequence of these eventd, Buonaparte was 
wasted on by some of the members of the govern- 
ment, wtio urged in strong, and no very respectful 
.ternhs the necessity of his departure for Roohfort. 
'Mtn^haltercation ensued. Buonaparteaccused-theii 
of violating their sacred promise to respect his per- 
son and interests. *' Could this,** he asked, " be re- 
conciled with their prese&t wish aad endeavour to 
hurry him from the, kingdom like a transpiDrted 
fdon ? Was this the gratitude w4u<^ they vowed, to 
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banish bim for ever from his family and friepds, 
<and drive him to seek a precarious asylum in a 
foreign and distant land ?" 

In urging these arguments Buonaparte yielded 
to more than his accustomed violence. He forgot 
that they were no longer his slaves, and the com- 
missioners were then justified in forgetting the 
respect which would otherwise have been due to 
his misfortunes. The conference broke up with- 
out any amicable result, and the commissioners de- 
parted, plainly declaring that if he obstinately per- 
sisted in refusing to adopt the measure which they 
recommended, they should, without delay, pro- 
ceed to act as the safety of the country imperiously 
demanded. 

Buonaparte mused on this, and soon afterwards 
despatched a courier to say that he acceded to 
their request, and would complete the sacrifice 
which he had begun. He then set oi;it for Roch- 
fort with a train of faithful officers and domestics, 
amounting to forty persons, who were resolved to 
ally themselves to his fate. Two frigates had 
now been prepared at Rochfort, with which he 
might be enabled to force his way through the 
British cruisers who were already stationed off 
every port to watch the motions of Buonaparte, 
and intercept the fugitive. - 

Previous to this the chambers had selected five 
commissioner^* at the head of whom were La Fay- 
ette, and Count Ponticoulant, with B. Constar^t 
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as their secretary, who were immediately de- 
spatched to the head quarters of the allies, to treat 
for peace. The interests of the nation were com- 
mitted without reserve to their discretion. The 
inutility of resistance was evident, and universally 
acknowledged, and the instructions of the com- 
missioners were comprised in one brief sentence ; 
to obtain peace on as advantageous terms as pos- 
sible, and without violating the integrity of France, 
or tarnishing its honour. ^ 



TOI<. II. « 

j by Google 



Digitized b 



^ . . --'.It 

.- ,-. ' .• 1 
CHAP. Vt 



Affair at Wavre.^^Success of General Grmch^.-^ 
' His difficult Retreat. -^Battle of Namur.^-^Opera^ 
tions of Blucher. — His Proclamation to the Army. 
— Excesses of the Prmsians. — Operations of Lord 
Wellington. — Order if the Day.* — Good Conduct 
of the British. — Connexion of Lewis with the 
Operations of the Allies. — Remarks on the Policy 
of it. — Sentiments if Blucher. — Capture of Cam- 
bray. — Advance of the King.-^His Declaration. 
-^Remarks on it. 

General Grouchy had been detached on the 
morning of the 17th in pursuit of the Prussians^ 
while Napoleon formed a junction with Ney, and 
attacked the Duke of Wellington* H« obeyed 
his orders with alacrity and skill, and many skir- 
mishes took place between the rear-guard of the 
Prussians and the advanced troops of the French^ 
Marshal Blucher avoided a general engagement 
with his pursuers, and continued his retreat Aft 
Wavre, which he accomplished with inconsider- 
able loss. But towards evening a serious contest 
commenced in t|ie neighbourhood of that town* 
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Tb« river Dyle, w will be se^n by iospectioit 
ofthen^SPs run$ through the centre of the towni 
The Frenph bri$kly ajttacked tha portion of the 
Prqs8ian9, smd as J$lucber ha4 despatched the 
corps pf General Bulow towards St, Lambert, and 
some other corps bad likewise advanced beyond 
the town, that part of Wavre which was situated 
on tbengbt of the Dyle was carried after an ob«> 
s^n^te resistance. Night came on and suspended 
the contest. 

- Qnvth^ loUe^'in^ mor^ipg* Bl^cber reinforced 
a^QQfps of (jeneral Thiebnan whom he charged 
with the defence of Wavr« ; ajid to conceal his in- 
tonttoji of proceeding with the main bpdy c^ the 
army? and, effect a junction with Wellington at 
Waterloo, ordered, bin) to comoiience a furious 
attack on General Grouchy^ and if pos^ble, en- 
gage his attention during the day. This man- 
oeuvre waB adopted, and the principal purpose 
of Bhicber was answered. 
' TUi^man advanced to the attack, and such 
iwai^ ^ impetuosity with which he charged the 
^oerny, that he had neaily succeeded in driving 
Ihe French into a defile from which they were 
di^boxxi^^^^ faking all their artillery, and coni^ 
^liiig. tJbem to, repass the Dyle, which a corps 
Imd <txissi9d at (imale tp,take the Prussianp in 
SMiki jThe e*^lpnt dispositions ^^d un- 
4Mht^ibtVHry4^\he PrussMn General did mt 

q2 
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I6ng dVail tti fcsti'aining* ^n enrtmy ^qtlat ill 
t^ounage, and decidedly 9af^rM>r ib lAiArtj^^l^. 
^ Thevilkgeof Btelge, near Wavw, wajpftirtced 
fcy the French t new corps crossed the riv^atthrt 
point,' and the contest was maintained for several 
hours' in the centime of Wavre, till the whole town 
was on fire and nearly consumed. At length the 
iPfussians slowly evacuated it, and the Freneh, 
carrying the heights beyond it, pushed on to 
Rozierne, four miles on the road to Brui^sdls. 
boubting not that their Enlperor had as com- 
pletely succeeded against the BHtii^b, th6y looked 
on Brussels as their certain prey. ' 

Ai^General Grouchy was making his dispositions 
to proceed in that direction, and even calculated 
on arriving there before night, he received a mes- 
senger from Napoleon at seven o'clock in the even- 
ing, ordering him to proceed with the utmost baste 
towards St. Lambert, and attack General Buloiw. 
This intelligence startled him, for he had no coh*. 
ception that the Prussians could be in force in 
that direction ; on the contrary, he belifeve^ that 
he had been engaged with the whole iretoairis of 
the army which had escaped from Ligny, ' iaind was 
totally unsuspicious of the manoeuvre which iiad 
Wn practised by BJucher. No blame flitteiihes 
to him on this account, for, considering'' thef' ra- 
pidity with which he had advancied, it wte ita- 
IK>Bsible for him to be acquainted ivith'ttte *iritti»> 
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li^ijr.of titer di^reat diviaioi)^ of ttie eo^iqy, aQ(]f 
he coHJMfMly. attack tboae whoip be found in ^ont. 
i> vH^nft^pi'iepi^iMg to executes the ordws t))a| ho 
ihflid^rQeotYedt whea fr^h intenig^i?icpjarflYi&4 
is^Mioh (overwhi^ed him wi^th Qoofu^oa ^.^pd 
xd^^ain r< It ;iir{i» aBnQunc^d that the F^enpk wer^ 
ibeaten.^ Waterloo ■; that -the whoje aymy was 
dispersed ;^ thf^t the Emperor was missing, and tl^t 
all were, flyj^ig in . extreme and irr^i^rabie dis* 
order towards, the Sambre. T^e triumphal entigr 
^to Brussels was instantly ab;tndoned, a;^d 
, Gjroujchy haste^d to retreat befoi^e the victprious 
enemy should 4espatch aay strong columns on 
JpMis fl^qk awi rear ^xxd cut him otF, from Jfr^ynce^ 
^N^po^l^A lYith Jns accustomed rashn^s, and cal- 
XiiAlatiiig only OA success, had directed no 'plan 
^f retreat in case of. a reverse. Grouchy was 
ith^Qfo^e left to make his own dispositions, with- 
.out! knowing how far he, should coincide with the 
lKK>y^^li|ents, or comjproipise tjiie safety of the otjier 

: (ccttpj^ ...... • . . . 

K,, :p^J^^ scarcely begpun his retrograde, march, 
joT^tlfA Ihe Priissiaqs, whom this news ha^d inspired 
^twitttifresb coBfidence, turned on their pursuers, 
hr9li4<>9P^pai£»9(^dap,inces^an^ series of impetuous 
^^itfm}^^*: Jnjtb^ fir«(t moment of surprise, mor^ 
.r,tifi(j^ti^w*,,^d.despair, the French were upabl^ 
uto^m^^ l^jce^^ir assailants. Many columns 
iW^e,tftrj9W]^ \xip confusion ; a dreadful slaughter 
eosued^ and some pieces of artillery were lo^t, Gf?- 
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iieral Vandamttie ^wm wounded, tihd «he atmy 
of Grouchy had nearly «u<ftfed the itt*N6 r«i«i* 
•Strophe with the main body tmdfct th^ «ytotoaiid 
bf the Efliperor. ' 

Grouchy and Vaiidamme, however, bravely dl*- 
ichai^d the duty of Generals. They were deen 
^herfever the dtoger was most immi^t^nt. By 
tentreaties, and menaces, and violend^, th^y strc- 
ei6ed^ in tallying the fugitives, and thoiigh tlrey 
wei^ unaWe to reMore the fortunfe of the <lay, 
th^ presfetitfed h respectable front tothe^nettty 
land fchedced the f^ty *of hi^ pwnsuft. 

HfiiVihg arrived at Namur, GroOchy tti hoisted 
the defence of that place to Vandamme, while he 
continued his l^treat with the main body, tfee 
hmmuhitiot], and the wounded, through the ^i- 
tensive defiife which t^oridtfcts to IMnant. %Fof 
ihainy miles the nfcrrowtt** of thfe road w6ttM 
only permit Ihe match of single dokimns. The 
passage of the long train of carriages ptincipaHy 
laden with wounded was tedious and slow, and 
if the progress of the lenemy couM not be re- 
strained a few hours, the whole must fell lAfo 
their hands. 

So closely were the French pressi^ by their 
purtuers, that they had scarcely timef to cftise<hc 
^ates of Namtrr, ere the Prussians attempted to 
eoter with them pHe-mile. The French haitify 
lined the ramparts and commenced a deiltkHtct^e 
ilreon the enemy. Thecon^st longr^tlAtred 
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utttil ib$ arrival . of Ihe main body of ifiePrtUk 
aiaiis iwder Tliielfliaa^ who had.nowi^een joinM' 
by CjE^aiderable reinforeemeals which wets d^^ 
tached from the pursuit of tibe grand Freodi 
army. 

At six in . Ae evening the Pifusaians altempted 
an escalade. They were completely repulsed in 
^ firsf assault But again mounting the lad^ 
ders with determined valour, they carried the 
place. A murderous combat now commenced in 
the streets. The ground was disputed incli. by 
inch, until the streets were piled and choaked 
With, the dead- The French were at length com- 
pletely driven from the place, and precipitately 
retreated towards Dinant. In the defile beftween 
Nanmr and Dinant the contest was renewed with 
aggravated fury. The narrowness of the defile 
delayed the retreat of the French, and enabled the 
Prussians to press upon them with accumulati^ 
masses ; and though the real scene of action was 
limited in extent, the engagement was more san- 
guinary, where the opposite pwties came in con- 
,taet. 

Beyond Dinant the fury of the pursuit began ta 
abate, ' and Generals Grouchy and Vandamme 
entered Rocroi with not mwe than twenty-five 
thousand men ; having lost fourteen thousand in^ 
the affeir of the ISth, and the disastrous retreat 
which followed it. 

The grand French army contiiiued its disgrace- 
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di^vom[)94 tckj^olly t^ f^gititym^ ti^%\m^mtbuB 
four thousand men could be collected. Xivier 
1^0 >w^]^>^ Li^n the efibf tc^ to recall tlicm tor tUeir 
i^iHi^rda wefe more succe^afdl^ arid whenSoiilt 
and r Cir(raeb|r at length formed a junetio»y . their 
paited |<)i:cea amounted to forty thousand meai; 
^f>ucby 's cocpB had retained the pttoctpal paist 
9f,atSt»i'tillery and maieriel, but the troops^of 
^.ult wem UQt only destitute of canuouihiitalmoaik 
o^f^ms. , ' 

,Jxitf» mean time Prince ^uch^r afforded Abe 
ejiewy po^rqspite. On the day after the battle he 
fXo«f9fid ih^ JSambre and peoetrs^ into Fram^ 1^ 
jJSfs^u^ont. He here published the foU^wing 
energetic proclamation to the army, ivhiob, per« 
fectly characteristic of the man, /dAerMs » phioo 
ij^ ^his history. 

^^ BrPtVe Officers and Soldiers of the Army of the 
Lower Rhine Ir-rYou Ijayedonegreat things. Bifaw 
cj;>jcnpanioQS ia.arms ! You have fought twp hat* 
ties in three days. The first was unfortuna^i.a«t4 
yet y9ur couragp was not broken. 

You have had to struggle with priyi9i;|ion0, but 
you have born€^ tbj^m with fortitadp. Immow^ 
^hle in adverse fortune^ aftfsr the loss of a Uoodyi 
battlCvypu mftrched with fircqpess to figjh^ anoth#r^ 
relying qn the God of battles, find . full of cMir 
fidence in your copmandiers, as well as ofjier- 
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ami* pety^fed ^ftemkM, hito&ictfted With theiir 

< Jt WW with these setttiments ycAi achaoetd tii 
tiippft>rt tbe br»Y6 fingliBh, who were maiiitainiti^ 
die most arduous contest with unpamlMed firmu 
ness« But the hour which wm to decide this 
great struggle has struck, and has shewtt whd 
was to conquer and to reign in Europe, irhether 
an ad^entuner^ or goremments who are the friefhds 
of order. The fate of the day was still undecided; 
when you appeared issuing from the forest which 
eaacealed you from the enemy, to attack fais rear 
wath that coolness, that firmness, t!mt confidence, 
which characterizes experienced soMieri^, resolved 
to avevg^ the rererses they hkd experienced twd 
days before. There, rapid as ligiitnihg, you pe- 
netrated his ali^ady Wavering columns. Noting 
could stop you in the career of victory, ' The ^ 
eoiemy in his despair turned his artillery upon 
you ;> bat yon poured death int6 his ranks, an<} 
rushing upon him with resistless fbry, yoti threw 
his battalions into confusion, scattered them in 
every direction, and put them to complete rout. - 
The enemy found himself obliged to abandon 
to you t several hundreds of cannon ; and his arkny 
is disk^lved. A few days will suffice to annihilate 
these perjured l^ons, who were coming to con- 
sumnlate the slavay and the spoliation of the uni- 
verse; . - . • ■ * ^ ' . 
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AM gveat cpitRnBiiclers ludTe regarded itM im^ 
possibk immedikdyito mmv the combol milk' 
a beaten army : you have proved that tMs opiiii<m 
is- ill fiHiB4ed ; y^n hive proved, thart wBolate 
warrioi)» may be Tanqiiish<^, but that tkeit valmir 
fo not jrimken. ^ 

Reeei^^, then, my thanks, incomparable sol* 
diew i-^M^bjeots of all my esteem I You tevfe «- 
fQiftd ^a great reputation^ The annals of £mrc^ 
will etertilze your triumphs. It is on you, iai- 
ittofttable columns of the Prussian monarchy I Hakt 
dmdestinks o£the King, and faia august hoodet 
mil fidr ever npose. Nevei^ will Prussia cease to 
eKisti while your som and your grandsons ne^ 

( t ^Signdd) / Bi.tJGHBK%^^ 

From-fieautnont the Prussians advanced to 
Avetoes, where a considerable reststanoe was OKade, 
but the town was carried by escalade; and foriyw 
five pieoen of caoaon were taken. The town nui^ 
fered considerably, - for tiie tfury of the Pnissiant 
could not be restrained, and they were deter* 
mined to avenge the fe>nible devastation which 
the French troops had committed in their country 
in fbm»sr campaigns. In truth it must be ^c^ 
knowkjdged that to a oerti^n extent tfadr com- 
matadte wasnotanKious to restrain tbete exeesses* 
He wiished to make the people sensible of this 
calamities Mincb the inordinate ambition of their 
chief had inflicted on every surrounding nation ; 
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''•*^alMDili€8i£p0m i^liich <be impolitk ^eneredity 
bf tbesbtcreignR had saTed tbeM in the cmiii]Miign 
of tfce ^farmer year^ but which 4t wasiiow iiede«« 
iory t0 rctelittte upon them, to check the tortitileirt 
qnrit which i^edent eTe»ts had shevn still pra« 
vailed not only in the French army^ but tliraugb 
tins i»MS of tiie French popnktion. By giving 
them an actaal experience of the horrors -of ww he 
adi^4ed the only expedient which wtag calculated 
to humble their nuitional vanity, tmd to rediove 
tiieir iliilttary propensities. They had boasted 
that in the :ftMrtn^r contest they had nevw been 
beflteti, and ^at trisasou alone iiad rescued the 
Allien from mtter destrnctii^ia ; he therefbre tmw 
determined to convince theiii that they were * 
conquered Nation, and to give iJieni A deep feel* 
ing^ife, triiich wo^d ncrt soon be obUterWed*. 

J ■ . . ■ * . ' 

t ' ' J 

. ... ■ . * » t 

*. The IbUwibg l^ttev utoj^att^i^tvWi ^ Gscort of die K&iu 

reader will acknowledge that it was somewhat too seyere. 

" To Major-General Dobschutz, Military Governor, &c 
Sir, ' ' '' ' ' 

I mform yoa by this letter that the fortress 6f Aviefenes 'ft^ 
into out pd«^)thi§itooniiDg, ^ktidlfiat the ganison ard fitkoiiem 
fif n^r. .'ybey^irill ^ c#i«F^ed to Juliem. It were ^ be 
wiabedthat gomft trnopH jcould J>e. detached to relkYe thejsacoct 
on the T6«dv As for the ptdsonersi the oflicerg tuse to be con* 
ducted to Wesep, and strictly guarded in iiic citftdel. The 
soIdkiB'inr^^^stine^ for Cologne, that they may be employed 
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2JMJ SEVERITY OF THE PRVSSIANS. 

Pbiiiaps he ww right Th4 pervcMcd* c^hai^u^ter 
of the French, and their egregfoUiSt 0^fkftari^€iH 
irequired the severest chsustisement to reduce ^^ib 
to a temperature consistent with the sflfetjr and 
tranquillity of Europe ; and yet it is pilinfUl) iin as^ 
igt which boasts of Its citilizMion and hnmaiiity^ 
to h^ar cif atrocities that would have dfegraced the 
most birbatous times^. 

' Candour howeVer demands the acktiowkdgs. 
\neht that the excesset^ committ^ by the Prus- 
sians !n their progress through France, b6rino 
t^ompairson to the wanton and horrible demd* 
tatibn which marked the track Of the Freneh 
army through every Buropean country, and 
^hich seemed to form its ifevourite alid ^todied 
employment, during its occupation of PruMia. 
ItshouM likewise be add^, that very many of 
the atrocities which were laid to the charge of 
ihe' Prussians were actually committed by the 
French, who, dispersed in their flight Irom Water- 
lob, became the objecta of greatest terror to-Aose 
whom they should have defended, andpillag*fl, 
and even massaicred the miserable and defenceless 
inhabitants without mercy, ^^^ 

From Avesnes, Prince Blucher direet«li-la8 
course towards La Fere and Laon, at whiubptantes 
- ' ' • ' ■ ■ ■' I I ■ ■■ I ■ . ' ^ ' . ' 

ht working ;iii tbe fortifictttioiis. All aw to be treated with tho 
necessary iKventy. 

Bluchee.* 
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TVi^ChAViAtlO}^ OF W£LLINGT01^. Qj^jf 

tbe rwrick €>f the Erench army waa coll^c%igf» 
and, whidb wei>e likewige on the direct road to 
f^rJB. Detaching a corps on his right, he took 
possession of St. Quentin, which had been abanr 
4oned by the enemy. 

• The Duke of Wellington remained at Waterloo 
fm ibe 19tfa to provide for the wounded, to rest 
his troops after so severe an action, and tp re-or* 
ganiae them for further operations ; and on the 
2(Hh he marched to Binche, a distance of thirty 
miles. • There he issued the following ord^ of the 
4ay,. which, so far as the regulations of the army 
were Concerned, was highly honourable to him: 
0&fi^£R or THB Day, Jun£20, 1815. 
*^ As the army is about to enter the French ter- 
ritory, the troops of the nations which are at pre- 
sent under the command of Field Marshal the 
Duke of Wellington are desired to recollect that 
their re&q^eetive sovereigns are the allies of his 
Majtety the King of France, and that Franfe 
•thcarefere ought to be treated as a friendly country. 
'It is then required that nothing should be taken 
either by the officers, or soldiers, for which pay- 
ment is not made. The commissaries of the 
«rniy will provide for the wants of the troops in 
'tbe usual manner, and it is not p^mitted, either 
to offic er s or soldiers, to extort contributions. The 
cominissaries will be authorised, eith^*^ byl^ 
marshal or by the generals who command the 
tro<^ of^ the respective nations, in liases where 
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lUmbr pto^imm ar^ not supplied bjr im EggUak 
CfMHiDWt^^ffy, to ttake the proper. raquiaitioBci, fyf 
wlmh regular receipts will be giveo ; and it must 
J^4toktly qnder$to04> that they i will thexnaelTeb 
be held respoiisible for whatever they obtaia m 
the way of requisition from the iahabitaiut$ of 
Fi«ni:e,.io the si^me luaqper iu which. they woul4 
hte^^Qteemed^aocotiB^table fo? pwscbaseB made fyf 
their owo goverumeHt ia th$ serev^ dominiofistt 
Vrhiich they belopg. 

(Sigoed) J. WAfTijiM^ A-AG/' 

f. The fiiturQ'bifltQriaawiU delight, to ir^fsovd^ .^Afl 
while the population pf the aorth of Fr^pQe* ^ap 
expcHiod to the alwost unbridled lipeatioumess of 
the PrujMiian trc^opsy and ta the mm^. atrocitAs of 
Iheif owfi disbanded aud fei^ociaua sc^di^rsy 4b« 
ptY>gi*^s of the English army was ucrt di^jt^ed by 
mkt m^eae of umiecessary deyastatipA or cruelty. 
The Fceuch ware literally/' treated spi a friefidlf 
wuntry/' , . 

The, English soldiers weveiiieis?g|^ly q^arlared 
on the iubabitauts of the diffeneut towns tbrougb 
Wihich they passed, but tjbey rendered tbem^eiTO» 
as little burdensome as possible to their b^tjs* 
They punctunlly and liberally paid for er^ry tbt^ 
i^Ubch they required, and when tbey de|MMrted .i|i 
the morning, <hey were usually fioUqwed by tb^ 
bjbesswgs of the ai»toni*«d mi gnM#f«l inb»bit. 
,»nts. . . ■ ........... 

.) The Pr^ssiftn fiodiEpglish »riHie»»d¥fU)06diii 
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oieirly ^arallai litos toivards the! csqpite} 9f Francd, 
but tke cMiDtiy preaenteA to each a stroaffelf di(- 
fenent appearance/ The Prussians found ooly 
depopulated and deserted vi^ages^ The[ WT'etehed 
iBhabttonts bfid fed far into the woodd# md tba 
liolditrs^ had they beeo otherwise disinclinied to 
plfUfederi inrere often ccmipeUed to br^ak open the 
mecteit jreeesaesiin i4d)ieh the pronieioifii wd pre<* 
pl^rty o(f ihciftt^TW were coacealed ; and it too 
frequently bappeoedt that the hamlet which hud 
afforded shelter to . the troops during the night, 
irw, early em the (olUymng morning, eoiveloped 
ififlasieiL; 

After theBritiish hid ftdranoed a few stages into 
Frairoet the report «f jl&eir uoderation aiid good 
oetoduet preceded thesa, and the inhabitanls Ivan^ 
ifuilly awaited, or even welcomed their approaeh. 
They i^agerly produced every accommodation in 
Aeir power, and often nefosed tt^ reeompeme 
which the soldiers, faithful to tke orders of their 
ishiefof uniformly otfcred. It will hereafter be re- 
corded, that iri tlifts glori0¥s campaign they >fi«it 
eonquered this French by th^ir vakmr, in the field 
irf Waterl<k>, And agaia >bVercaaie. them by the 
naexiMplted geneinisity of thmr eoaduct duriag 
their march to Parui. T\m latter was the pr#iides( 
md mos* honooraUe.viietoiiy. •*' 

Tki/t Prassiana woddered mi^ and* sotaletimea 9i« 
diculed, and even censuted* the forbearanoe#f 
IbedBtilUha faM the Didst fmiiislfid (in maintain. 
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ingf th€ strictest discipliiie, ia wio^ he -ip^^ ^nHHf^ 
ingly seconded by all the troops xmdw jiis^siWK^ 
mand. ; t 

Many instances are recorded of the §edl9XQiM>. 
liare of the British to lighten the horrors of HPim 
and to treat as friends those who resisted not titeir 
passage. The harvest was adv^mcing to aii^twify. ' 
Their l*oad often lay through fields of cwn^ mhi&re 
the path was narrow, and o^er which a ft^u^ 
army could scarcely pass without doiiigjDiucfa im- 
willii^ injury ; but tte track of the BritiiAi troops 
was scarcely to be distinguished even here. Where 
the path would not admit of their purraing their 
mairch in solid columns^ they unifonnly^ batted, 
and broke into files of three or two abr^t ; <Nr » 
even proceeding singly, left behind then no odk^ 
traces than the grat^l ^[^anse of die vtHagcoL ; 
But their applause, prejudiced as they isere "^^ 
against the invaders of their country, and «iqpe* ^ 
daily against their most inveterate and deadliest ^' 
Ibes, the English, constituted the noblest wrea^^^ 
that could adorn the victor's brow* - ^ m 

That part of the proclamation whkh identMis i^ 
the cause of Lewis with that of the AIKe» fafta^^ * 
more dubious character. It ib evidently in dhrMt - 
opposition to the solemn professions of tbe tt>ff - < ^ 
reigns that they made war on Napoleon alone, . ; 
and would not otherwise interfile with the in^. ^ 
temal government of France. . . . v 

ft would hayjebeei^ well if at .th« oatsetof .dte ^^ 
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ijaHWlilUr fhr Attieg h^ nnequiirocany declated^ 
}JMt tiMy foogkt for the tranquillity and security of 
JSurofe ; and that having already suffered so much 
fi#m ^ ambition of French rulers, and the mi-^ 
titary fliania of the French people, they would 
not lay down their arms until they had extorted 
from France suffldent guarantees that the peace 
^ the world would not again be disturbed ; and 
t^ only io for as these guarantees were cod» 
cemedy woaUI they Inteirfere with the form of 
gawrament, w the election of the prince. This 
would have been a plausible and justifiable ground 
for war, and weuld have left them at full liberty 
to ad^ what meamures of precaution they deemed 
neeessaiy. 

Thi^ might then have eoimistently adopted the 
cawe of Lewis, for they might haT^ urged, and 
Hm rfMomng would hatye been unanswi^pable, that 
tbegoTerftmentof the Bourbons alone afforded 
fhk guarantee. Hie administration of the young 
Napoleon, or of any regency appointed to govern 
hi his name, could never haVje been satisfactory. 
It would, in reality, have been the government 
of Naptrfeon himself. The i^egency of the son 
WoiM ndt have consented to the utter disgi*ace 
or poetical deataruc^n of the father, or had it 
so eoittenled, d6 satisfactory assurance could have 
been given, that intrigue or natural affection 
wouUnot soon haye restored the fatal influence 
•f BoiOAaparto^ and again exposed the peace of 
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the world to hazard. No rcgetfcy df the ma* 
would or could have interdicted all comsiiinica* 
twn with the father, aud even in the most distant 
climes,, the spirit of Napoleon might, and pro- 
bably., still would have directed the a£&irs ot 
France,.. 

, The establishment of a republican form of go- 
vernipent would have afforded np suiSScient gua-^ 
ra«xtee, for the republic of France had hitherto 
been, the focus of disorder and outrage. 
J The governpieht of no military chieftain would 
have given the requisite pledge ; on the contrary, 
it would have constituted the triumph of that rest- 
less and military spirit which it was the interest 
and the duty of Europe to repress or destroy:* 
But after the Allies had limited the oly ect of the 
war to Napo^on and his adherents, and had ]n*o- 
fessedth/eir solemn determination to respeetthe 
i^jidependence of France, to identify themselves^ 
i?^ith Lewis was b. breach of their promise, M^ieh 
cannot be easily excused. 

The sioiple truth was that Lewis had purchased 
tl^ir alliance. ; He had^given them all the gua- 
rantees which they could require. He bad con.-, 
sented to yield the most important bulwarks o€ 
FraiMJe ; . and so ;to ^expose the frontier, that noiQp-* 
po^i^o^rcoul/i ever be effectually made to tbft 
march :)Qf ft hostilei^army <)n the capital.^ Tt^ 
could nqt ea^pect this from, any govenxRMnt, oc 
^y gpyf W9r freely chwqn.. T|iey coiiM iiq|* 
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6tlrerwise extort this, but at the price of the blood* 
ormilllohs. ■ : 

' If the simple expediency of the thing be re-* 
gfardecl,'*th6 Allies were justified in determiniiig* 
to relnistate the Bourbons on tlie throne, but tin** 
fortunately that measure, so expedient, could not 
nx>w be adopted without the violation df a solemn 
pfedge. . . - 

It has been pleaded diat the- Allies did not ab- 
solutely pledge themselves to reint^tsite the Bour- 
bons, bat only conditionally, and provided it 
could be aceomplished without irritating the 
people of France too- far, or spilliiig too much 
blood. When the secret treaty of Ghent is pro- 
duced, a treaty which was strangely executed 
unknown to the accredited confidential ministers 
of the king, it will be seen how far this statement 
is correct. At all events, if they were flot forcing 
L'fewis on' his former subjects with the point of 
iAe bayonet, they were deludfng* the French with 
their specious promise^, until such measures were 
adopted; krid Le^s/bad adv^nfced so far into the 
ctthtktry in* the rear of their armies, that it'wouM 
be im^sible to prevent the resumption of his 
ei*own. 

'It Hsts been said that much warm altercation 
took place on this subject between som^ of the 
AtHed powers. ' Blucher, whose rigorous itoeft- 
mires have just been described, wished to have 
ijcted an open and honest part. Me i>vx>ukl not 

b2 
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have connected the Allies with the Bourbons, 6r 
With any prince or any government^ but he Would 
Bay@ marched direct] V on Paris, and levied 'kcOn- 
tributioj} to defray the nhole expense of the waf ; 
and having severely retaliated on the Prendh ^l 
the calamilies with which they had visited' other 
tia^ttons, — having wrested from them all> thi^f 
sfrong border towns, — ^having laid their frontiers 
ttqBiciently open, — having perfectly convinced 
them of the folly of opposing the wi&h of united 
Europe ,^ — ^having deprived them of every vestige 
of their former triumphs, and completely impo- 
Terished and humbled thetn, he would have left 
them to choose what government they pleased, 
and to fight it out among themselves. 
I There is a blunt and stem honesty ia this pfro* 
posal, which is strongly characteristic of the hero. 
No principle, no profession would have been vior 
lated ; every legitimate object of the wair 1iroul4 
have been accomplished, and no obstacle coi:Lld 
hip^e been immediately opposed to the success of 
the plan. While the Allies contented themsi^Ived 
witfe jsajiiolg/ " Qioose what goveriimeiif, or ima| 
prince you please, but we will take carb ffairf^jfoa 
^ shall hot again have it in your power WBecbme 
3*^!^ terror the tyrants of Europe," Ih^ Fi^dn^h 
J could not hiave complained. They wbuld' KaVe 
been mortified and indignant They would' ^Ve 
bifared considerable resistance; yet they vrould hot 
have had sufficient stimulus to unite against the iur 
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^irader, tout would rather have split into difierent 

partibs^ ai^d ^ accouiplished the work of the AlHes, 

by, destroying one another, and exhjausiing tiie 

strenglb ai^4 resources of the country. Yet how 

soon lliisid^rad^d and distracted state of l^rance 

might again have been pregnant with danger to 

Europe^ as in former periods of the r^Vofution, it 

was impossibly for any human foresight tq predict. 

It has been confidently reported that* BlvMcher 

was so intent on this proceedin^^ aii^g ^ ^^.^%* 

nant at the clemency shewn to the French^' and lihe 

apparent Inreach of faith in the Allies, thkt fi^e bad 

nearly resolved to defend the independei;ice,'6f the 

provisional government against any power wh^ch 

might attempt to force on th«n a prince, conjfrary 

to their will. For the truth of tiiis tfie author 

will not vouch ; but soon after the arrival ,of the 

, Allies in Paris, he displayed many symptoms ^of 

;. disfgust at their proceedings, anjl gradual!)^ re* 

tired frbtti all active <iommand. 

* It was natural, for the reasons above stated, 

^ that the coalesced sovereigns should wish, and en- 

t,4^^our to promote the restoration of the Boiir- 

^. bojQB ^ and on their arrival atlParis they might have 

, oBTerod efficient allurements to die provisional 

^(ipye^ment, t6 indAce them to recall their legiti- 

. Jfff^i^ mon^archi ancltp sanction his return with an 

^ Af^arance. oi the natiooial wish. This wmUd 

f haiw been the nost deeent mode of proceed^g. 
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Ti^e obj^t4wpMidvba,veljeto Ob easily 9fi€»mp^^4§ 
au^inany of, thfi.^eart-fcltiriungs which no\i:.e3as$ 
Jjefwei^p I^e^is and hii^ ,sp*bj«ct8,i and between the 
jpr^pch people . and the. Jjilli^^ might j^^yp ,beeu 
avQided. , But the DuV^pf WQUingtaa, iouw^-, 
diajtejy after, tbetbattlevpf \Vater4op, i4ientified .tj^p, 
qauseof |^ewi& with that of the sover^g?ft^, ,not 
only Ja the proclamation wh^ch ha^ been in^t^, 
but.byfjther. proceedings wlii^h will prjesently.be 
s^fited. Whether he wafif authorized to 4o this.bj 
tjbie Allied ^monarchs, qr took the rei^onsihitity Qf 
fhe* Qie^iirev upon. himself, is npt ye;t publi^y 
known... There s^re.niAny myi(l)eriy$s at^eBdii^ th? 
grpceedingsipf th^ Allies, ,a»/4pftili^ Frenqh provi- 
i^pnal gpyerpmeutf.frpia thep^riod of the b^ttlatpf 
Wate?:loo, >tQ , l^et^e^tor^iop of, the liip|f> which 
tjlljie,^lwe;HG^u»iifaYi^l., > . ukI * • ,/ ». . '- 

Oar^hp^g^tji jth^. D^u)f^e,Qf; Wp^Uington continued 
his March to Malp^aqu^t*^^ a jdista^cje of seveu- 
t^eij^iles,.^JHg^^^^^ 
and iijjim^ia^te}^ p^|ibli^^4 a prp^l^a^qij, A^hi,9h, 

fxpl^nati^jj^fj^h^^ 

^^^ ^itil^Upt-^ilte ' tc^^^^^ celebrated Vi<;i<yrfgatil^ 
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MkA iitet <i^ \^re p)edgCK)tQ rantore bim to his 
throne. ' ... 

** Dated HeaeL-qnastteri^ M$lpidfu9ii June 2l. 

** i acquaint all Frenchmen that • I » enflter their 

country at 1^ head of a. victoriQus army, not ip 

an enemy, tfbe usurper ej^cfepted, y9ho is the enemy 

of humati nature, and with.i^hom bo peace aad 

no truce c&n be marititained. I pass your bcfund- 

,aries to relieve yen from the iron yoke by;wbich 

you are oppressed. In consequence of tliis deter« 

tniflation I have given the foUonving orders to my 

army; anfl I demand to be. informed of any one 

whp sh^tll presume tordisobey them . Frenchmen .! 

know that I have ^ rigl^t; ^i require ,tbat tbiey 

.should coquet tb^n^elves ill a mami;i^r t^iat.wili 

enable me to protect thepi aga^in^ those by vvheiQi 

th^y yfould b(^ injurfed* It is tl^refore n^qe^s^ry 

that they should copdply ^ith the re^uisitioiysf^^bait 

will be made by persons propeyjlj apthpfi^efily, f!q^ 

<which a receipt will be givqn, which J;t;^ley^ will 

quietly'retaii},) and avoid all cfanmun],cation or 

correspoiiid^q^ i w;th . the usurper and ; bis a4- 

iheirents. ii AU> ,:<ibose p^r^pns ,who sjjall , absent 

th^«9aselvflp from, tJ^wir ,<Jwplling?J, ^fter ,^^i? epr 

4ranpeof this arnjy i^t9.Fif^nc;9i» and all tho^ m:|;io 

;rfiallb/BfqW>^.#tacted jl,o ,the^^rv¥:e;flf % u^t»^ 

partisans and public enemies, andfj^^^^opei^ 
almBlbe.fJ^T^^ ^9r^^tanbs«rtW^ 9^ tfoft^ifes. 
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to; Cattetf^Cambr^m, a tliMaiMie d#M:#^tt^^^^4^ 
ttkfl^ tirheiic^ bfe^vtespafellecl ^ccft^^ 16 tb^t^tft 
to tAKe^Cambrey.^^ 1%e eomiimnd^ tff Ubil^ mh^ 
^as* fntrdklieif to GeiieMi Coltilt^, M«h6*^x«cii^ 
fhe 'tbittflaifiMibii cQhfided to faittk'WMIl^ gtt^A^ti 
and promptitude. He firat summoned tbe tbWb 
itf'tKe Mme df lewis XVffl; tiW tlilal«*«^re- 
j*ifeWd,'fe fe^ cannon shot were fired bh eaeh^iMldb, 
1*ttlibut doihgr miicb mischief; Night ptrtlin edd 
%6r flitf firing, when another conferenee* tftkitig 
^lace^ 'between the General and the besiie^d, and 
<te^ttnnatifag in^ffiectusdly, ihe British cenitiiandl«»r 
lost > no time by commencing a regular silfege. 
iFUte ciitdnistdnces of the AHies i^^onld not admit 
W ibis. He waited not liiittl his bafterte* fiatf e* 
ftfctW-a^ practicable l>reach in the walls, bttt after 
Vcc6iw!*iMng the Jjlace, determined ta trttempt it 
ttt once by escalade. . ; * 

The walls were iti most placer fifty-five iieHin 
tifeight* but this discouraged not the Kitinih^^ps, 
^ho,' tkking ad^totaj^ of some places wh&t« the 
tittnpiarts were ratlter lower, attacked the *o#ii' Al 
#E^rdffibrent))6ints,atereryone of which they #feif4 
crowned with complete sqcciess. Th<e town was 
presently their own, and the "^rrisoii t^treati^ 
m<^ Vhie citadtfl, With the Ibss of bi^ hiiiidl*«^flA 
'«iaHf'pH)90Bei«< ^' :'^-.::N 1. ....^-:. 0> 

make bll the itsistance wiiich was expected, 
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#fS^ it withptit tbaobaervotioii hqI ,tbe/ffir|^|Maji^ 
(t^ fti^teiali]^ hud^d ladders to thf,.3rit^i ^jr^ 
jt^w^lb) ^nd ataiited tbem jta c^iq|» tfir iMttJ^fk 

Some dj^nedatioDSf and disorder follawed t)^ ei^^ 
tra^c^of the British into Cam bray, bi»t ncr^i^odne 
;thaii WMUtterlyiinai?oidal^»coosiderii)gt^t;ii)e 
t^VHn was ^sarried by storm. These ^ispud^ 
soon ceased^ and tiie troops did not disgme&tbe 
phaiMtj»r which tbey had acquired for bumtwit^ 
as well as for yalour.^ ^ ,.. 

The toTifn being in the hands of the AUief>^p|fl 
tl^e citadel, lo^ot shewing itsetf disposed to igttop 
much annoyance, was not immediately s^mLwat^^ 
but a messenger was. despatched to the Kjog to 
hasten his progress, and to give him the,h(>9o,i^ c^ 
jllimmoniqg and taking the place* ; 

Thje news of the victory of ^e 1^|) readi^ 
the monarch at Ghent on the sucoefding day,^^ 
0led him asid hiil little comrt wittte^uU^n,*-- 
Whea the intoxication of their joy was>passed, 
p^ <byt^.weve spent in deliberations on the courf*^ 
ph^ ^ ivould be propier to pnrsae; The hmt 
djSf|i|^ iqmI Ijibjeral part of his niinisteni nrgod lum 
to remain for some time at Ghent, and^nottosofm 
tb. s|MciL9tio9 J9 bi» ptfs^ikw the ifnipti^jp pf tfo- 
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raignirg . into t I'rancejf ' m^ the ciilwuties/ fviii^ 
tkey most becessarily inflict on. his p0op^. 

• ^' 'Let it appear/Asaid theserenlightenedristi^kt^fk - 
men, ^^ thatt the war is carried pn^b^twoen th^ 
coalesced soTCPeignn-anid the: adh.erer>t9 of £|iv>ff^ 
parte, and not between tb^ Kil^g^of France and 
bis subjects. The Allies are sufficiently strong to 
overeome all yonr eneaues, and^your presence^ while 
it could add little to their numerical for<;i5, .^puld 
impede their op^ations, tjarqw suppiicioi^ pn the 
sincerity of, their professions, and r^ise agai^t 
ibem an unnoeessary and murderous opposition,. 
Your unwillingness to appear while the^bl^Ojd.of 
Frenchmen continues to flow, will be attributed 
to. an amiable and hpnourable feeliqg, and will 
make I a tfayourableiixipr/ession on the minds of 
your subjects. , But, were lypu to advance in cou- 
junctioti wfth^tbe. Allies, : it wpuld shew that you 
are determined fto; .be kin^ again, wheither they 
will have it so pr not, and woyld .infallii>^ causae 
machiindigftati^n-and disg^st.,, You hay^ friends 
enough among the.AJlliesi, and secreJt frienc^ - 
enough at * P^ris,* to. ■ ;toke ; ,eare of your, int^ ri?^ 
ttojpe, while vyouiwill havf^.tbfi >weifitiof ,l>eM[ig B«^ 
exiled by the affi^Uon;^d,$d^fty,ctf.^yXM|^ wihr 
jecils, and not tforced iip|W(th«pi ;by4he^ajf9m^ 

of fWieignei»M' .!:.. >u; h, /,..(} },/riii: ;^i/ \ Mj. 

., i^lMs.r«asai¥ng,jiKhi*Gi^ll^tftI^^ 
welUdi^ppi^ittijMllvQyMjlAy/e ii«^«|inaQH«rf i^dbl«, 
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and to which the monarch was inclined to liftea, 
pleased not the impatient and fiery -epirit of the 
princes of Jiis family. They were anxious, to re- 
turn to power that they might commence theiv 
work of revenge. They disdained . to think that 
Ibe l^itimate monarch should wait to be recalled 
by the fickle voice of the rebels. They would 
hare him march) like a king) at the head of the 
Allies, and trample all opposition under foot. 

At this critical moment arrived* a messengev 
fi*om the Duke of Wellington, congratulating the 
nionarch on the victory which again assured bis 
crown, and inviting him to accompany the armies 
of the coalesced sovereigns as their acknowledged 
ally. Toi this, advice, and to the urgent, and even 
ftirious requisition of his family, he unfortunately 
yielded ; and returned to Paris, preceded by t\k» 
innumerable battalions of foreigners, and evi- 
dently forced upon the people without the le;a^ 
regard to the expression of their will. 

On the 22d he quitted Ghent, and oii the 33d 
arrived at Mons. Thence he proceeded on t^e 
morrow for Cateau-Cambresis, from which place 
he despatched \zsk officer to ^mmon the citadel 
of Qao^bray in bis namie. Th^e garrison obeyed 
t))0,«iMnmaos and c^pitul^t^d. 
-,,,On> the, fellowiftg day he entered^ (^B^ray, 
wl«cli the .Duk«sii9if Wellii^tOn, as if he wa$ det^r^ 
ilVH[ije<ir,tQ?4[|ipHosft^ theMAUies b^jHMid tjbe po^^it 
bili^ytfif retractiugi .delivered iu form tq iMmh 
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M titftuU Kittg^^ bf PNi^e. Tbe inUabttattts tif 
l^mlbray ii't»i^ not at fin^ easily reooftSiledH) ^fm 
Usurpation of Buonaparte, yet tbey hadl ^vMlIfy 
imbbitl6di;«iidhad madeno attemplit^lfarQ^ off 
ttid yofae^ on tlie contrary, when ^mie^^of Mb 
iroopr passed through tlvfe town to proceed to title 
l^h ^ "frontiers, they departed atnidst tfaeaedtoilh 
ttdnt W ttre Mhabitants, ^ikl tfaie airir^Mtt^^<ed 
^M»h ^ gtoutof '' The Braperorfbr e^t^V' ^n 
lii entry of lieMis they exhibited dnei^of <b«e 
^hMtaifees bf the tersatilityofthe^Fi^cbt^wadter 
lii^lfif&h ^¥6' smiled and wondered in'ifte early 
part of our Work. As soon as lDfteUig^nc«rarri^?bd 
ihAti the king approached tiipe tmm^ nr^aftiid of 
.hoM^ was ftmned by the youngs men oftfaef most 
liespecXible ^lattiilJeB, vthb immediAteAy pitoTetoad 
to meet hrai^n^^ a trinmpbal ai^ waa^uisldilf 
e^cted atthettitkmiice of tfae)ililce. The prip- 
ci^l^ yonng ladies ateembled at ^he art'h, utad 
jScattered fr>^ers before the monarch -eb his fv^ay 
to the H^tel de ¥iMe. The progress of Ute^WHg 
hid been- impeded 1^ crowds -of people ^^bo 
8octed from all the neighiMinring ^ftkgtfs 
[t6 ^e on the procession, aai^ /H^loAMie^'tHl^ 
fetin^iiack to hisdominiotas, atad it wastf^ois wbfin 
iihe entered the city. The aicckm4tlokis ifieire ito^Kliidi 
ISO unifTerftal^ so rapturous, and itppav^rt}yra#if|«. 
^ttr^ ttiat it was dilBSieoltto bdieirettotr*^^ 
lortnight b«fore^ the Same people^ hMlThwhiA ^mfk 
•houlii as lond, and as tihiyenal, tht troops who 
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i»f thex AllifB, jand the dreaded retur^ lotnA^ 

^7. TSikf^fpo^^atmbvmef^^d the bMBe^i<iwidU(tiv 
Ave topoarali ia^nuoipli to the Town^HaJj*;/ Xht 
ii^hole loMb VM ilioiiiiimted for tmh.Bi^t»i]^f 
4ot^i]|^ tfaattime^ the gquareS) tbefitSMts^'aild:lh0 
Idie^bDttlevwdau wete illed with gsoBiMs mhonen- 
pipessedi dieiji^ >traDsp>fitoby sijigiags>4wciiig,:md 
g|i9ati«^^3vi)tfamit*a nraltet's iateilQm^ > Tie 
{Iiil^)e^pulati(ia«aei90d to haye abaHdoMdrita^ 
,ton^dtiriiim0fji9.« Such totbe^c^le^ yetiattte 
^d^onifitar ol.thefrench I 

. The mooarch was here ad]nsed to publiilia 
{NsyclittatioB) iitf}iGatifve of Us fotura pufpwes, 
^d cdoola^ to allay tbe sw^ioocia and fieaqa <if 
his forwv subject II ki as folhyurs :t-*t 

LbWI^ XVIl| TO THE FexHcs Pfia>pi.«. 

f < T^ gWbes ctf* my kingdom at last! open beflsm 

we.^ Ihaateato bdngibackmjrni^leisQhjiMito 

«lirtr4ii]fy,-^to imtigate tiieciJlaiiiities ^Bi'hieh I^b«d 

wished to pref entr-^to place ttr^seff a seeondtitfe 

^bf(tiireeii ;4tii6 AlUes aad the French artfiies, ki the 

h^p^i^Mtt the iSeelings of eonsidandtion ofwidcbl 

«tt^ b0 Idbieiohjeet^ way tend to their presesraAMi. 

.bu^m ikiki^oaly^my in which I hat^ widb6dF4o 

^^k0^Plf^ tht^ war. I havie not p^i^tlidf My 

^^pHlMse-^ my^ family to appear in for^igd raldcs, 

^yUM^iii^i^itrai the <co«itAgt of Ihow ofioiiy 
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servants who bad been able to rang^ themselTteir 
around me. ' 

Returned to the soil of my country, I take 
pleasure in peaking confidence to my people. 
When I first re-appeared ^mdng* you, I YoutfA 
men's minds agitated and heated by conflicting 
passions. My views encountered on every side 
nothing but difiiculties and obstacles. My go^ 
vemment was liable to commit erroi-s ; perhaps 
it^id commit^ them. There are times when the 
porest intentions are insufiScient to, direct, and 
sdllie thn^ they even mislead. — Experieitce alone 
could teach; it shall not be lost. Air that can 
save France is my wish. 

My subjects have learned by cruel trials, that the 
principle of the legitimacy of Sovereigns is one of 
the fundamental baser of social order ; — the only 
one upon which, amidst a great nation, a wise and 
weH^drdered liberty can be established.^ — This 
doctrine has just been proclaimed as that of all 
£ul'ope« I had previously consecrated ifrty my 
charter, and I claim to add to that charter all the 
guarantees which can secure the benefits of it. 
. The unity of the ministry is the strongest' that* I 
can <yffer. I mean that it should exist, and that the 
frank and firm march of my council should 
guarantee all interests and calm all inquietudes! 

Some have talked latterly of the restoration of 
tithies and feudal rights. This fable, invented hf 
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tfaeco0imon enemy, doien not require confotation. 
It will not be expected that the King should stoop 
to refute calumnies and lies. The success of ihe 
treason has too clewly indicated their source* If 
Uie purchasers of natioiial property have felt 
alarm, the charter should suffice to re-assure 
them. Did I not myself prdpose to the chambevsy 
and cause tO'be executed, siales of such property? 
This proof of iny sincerity is unanswerable. 

In these latter times, my subjects of all classes 
have given me equal proofs'bf love and fidelity. 
I wish them to know how sensibly I feel them, 
and that it is from ailrbng all Frenchmen, I shall 
delight to choose tho4e who are to approach my 
person and my family. — I wish to exclude from 
my presence none but those whose celebrity is 
matter of grief to France, and of horror to 
Europe. ' 

In the plot which they ciontrived, I perceive 
many of my siibjects misled, and some guilty. — 
I promise— I who niever promised in vain (all 
Europe knows it)— to^swdoh to ttiisled French- 
men, all that has passed since the day when I 
quitted Lille, amidst so many tears,- up to the day 
when I re-entered Cambray, amidst so many ac- 
clamations. 

Btit the blood of my people has flowed in conse- 
quence of a treason of which the annals of the 
world ' present no example. That treason has 
Bumtanmed foreigners into the heart of France. 
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tfeep^ totJ^edigoity of my cmwui to ^ \ai^f^ 
of px Pi^^^ to the r^pfMe of Eorope, fa esfypept 
from pardoii the ioBti^Qr^ ^ au^oi^ c^f t^fi^ 
]^OTrib])e plof. They «(hall 1^ <)ea^gfiiMed tptlm 
ve^^aj^oe pf tl^ laws b^ i^ two ^h/uph^ff^, vU^ 
I propose forthwith to assemble* 

f r^^^in^, mffih ate th^ s^tufl^^inis wlikh he 
brings amotng you, whom tiinie h^ not beea id^ 
to cha^igi^, nw t^amities, £»tigi»e) i^r injustice 
ma^e to $iff9f^ The King, whoae fathers reigned 
for eight c^ntaries over your^, returns to conse« 
cral)e the reipain4er of his days in defending and 
consoling you.-HGiiven at C^llapnbniy, the 28th oi 
Juj^e, 1815, i^nd of our re%n th^ twenty^rs^« 

JLbwis/' 

tn this proclamation there is somethiti^ to cf^ni* 
mend, but more to blame* Vfhea the faults of 
%s ^rj^ief administration are candidly ad^now« 
ledged, an4 the sovereign condescends to proo^ise 
1l|#t the e)(per^nce of die cckuuequences i>f these 
errors would not be lost, BOfi he adds, ^ AU that 
can save France is my wish,*^ we reeogn^se d^ 
liberal, and virtuous, and patriotic monarch, who, 
had he not been mis](ed by the evil counsels of those 
whom adversity had failed to teach moiAeratioii 
and wisdom^ would have ccmtinued to rei^ oiV& 
Fr^ee secure and beloved. Qut when we hea» 
Urn principle of legitimacy again imprudent!^ a«d 
up wwi ^ e s sa r ily l^nought lorw^, we lear that the 
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eieperience of fortner e^rs and reicent calamltrei 
had indeed b^en loM: 

This part of tibe proclamation is a repetiticm of 
that refusal to owe his crown to the affections of 
his people^ which first displeased and disgusted 
ttose who wouM have been ^e steadiest defenders 
of his throne* 

WkeA b^ame df'the principle of legitimacy on 
hi0 first reatui^ ? Wasf it then proclaimed as the 
d^otrtne of unitai £iiro]pe ? Was it acknowledged 
hy> Ikt norkrmg^B who would have treated with 
Nn^koia^ ai the le^ibate monarch of France, 
ha$l he^QK^t shewn tibtat he was lost to all moral feel- 
ing, s^nd insensible to eirery obligation of public 
£itith } Ww H ar.knowlo^fed by the sovereigns, 
wjbien* ttof dnfe of them pleaded the cause of the 
anoiaiit^igliimg femily,^ but '0n the contrary re- 
cqgniM^ r^the^ u«idc^ dght of the French to 
chi90«t i^r^^ci^^^ and the dynasty which 
thiiy tbai^gbt prc^^? Or-in "^hat dedaratiofn of 
the AiliM,-8aVe the order of the day of the Duke 
of WelHpigton, was.the .principle, of legitimacy 
mbiSt&Ai W^hdrefaad they avowed tbemseli/^s the 
chanlpiona of ih^ difinrfe vigbts of kings } Had 
they avowed it in 'tlbs^» piibhc manifei^oes, in 
s^l^efa^ ijQtfWdrdsasiclc^ dnd expressive as language 
tiosjbi funmh^ Jftiey had yielded to the French tlm 
i$t|^t:dOliehooitijig whdtn j^y jdeased, with one 
ctMiliitfn^;. Bid.^ they avow it in the confer^met 
wyb;tl<4ieJ^ar^$h cootuilisflroDeist^hibh weiis atthflt 

VOIi. II. • • 
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moment carryiog on ; or did tbef not uneqiuTOb- 
cally state to La Fayette and his oolleagueS) thdt 
they meant not, and wished not to in^rfei^e -widi 
the internal government of France ? If it had 
been proclaimed as the received doctrine of «U 
Europe, it was in those secret treaties which weve 
known to have been concluded with Lewis, but 
which have never yet seen the light Either the 
Allies had pledged themselves by secret engiaga- 
ments to that which they had solemnly disavowed 
by every public act, or Lewis uttered a palpable 
and miblushing falsehood, when he asserted that 
*' The doctrine of legitimacy had just been paD^ 
claimed as that of all Europe/^ 

The proclamation goes on to assert that Lewis 
himself had consecrated the principle of legiti- 
macy by bis charter. He had so: but it was at 
the expense of good &ith and eommon bonesfty. 
He journeyed to Paris in cooliequencejofhia sup- 
posed and implied assent to the conditions that 
were proposed to him, and when he was firao^y 
seated on the throne he forgot the principles to 
which he had virtually subscribed by accqitiug 
the conditions, and laughed at the easy eredubty 
of those whom he had deluded. 

The author is unwilling to animadv^t on 

, other parts of this imprudent declaration. He is 

unwilling to point out the pitifiil quibble with 

which it commences when the monarch aSrfliS 

that " he had not permitted any prince of bis 
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famitj to appear in the ferei^ rankd, ncnr any of 
liiift' fiiid^ftil sttligeetB to draw thdr swords in "hin 
t&me^^^ at iSm very time that he availed himself of 
4ke assistance of an army of foreigners whose 
eoiiT8e>^as tracked by devastation and blood, and 
4rhese evid^Eit, if not avowed purpose, was to hum- 
ble and punish the people of France. 

He is unwilling to notice the shameful denial 
of an intention to disturb the disposition of the 
national property, when a thousand circumstances 
proved that the courtiers and the princes, though 
mtt Ae monarch, eageriy anticipated the period 
when the alienated property of the noblesse would 
return to its original proprietors. 

He is unwilling to animadvert on the incautious 
Areat which was held out, of iniicting the most 
signal vengeance on the authors and instig-ators 
of tiie plot. They were, or were supposed to be, pre- 
cisely the persons who now held the reigns of power, 
and whom it should have been the poHcy of the 
monarch to conciliate, and not to irritate and 
drive to despair. Was it to be supposed that they 
wtrald tamely yield when the king had pledged 
}tittidelf to punish and destroy them as traitors ? 
Did this threat, in which the vengeful spirit of 
Ihe princes of his house is clearly to be recog- 
nisied, shew any disposition to spare the effusion 
^ human blood, or was it not the plain and evi- 
dent way to prolong {he contest, and to arm his 
^ etiCTiies with all the energies of despair ? 

8 2 
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The same objection may be urged agaimt die 
impolitic threat of ^^ baairiiing from his pre^^ 
sence those whose; celebrity is a matter of grief to 
Fi-anee, and horror to Europe/^ To whom did 
this refer, except to the statesoien and warriors 
on whom it depend^ to welcome himuwith accla^ 
mations to bis capital, or to repel. him tntil bt 
entered it amidst its smbhing rains ? 

This proclamation did inuch injury to his 
cause. It rendered those desperate whd wotild 
otherwise gladly have submitted,, and it again 
disgusted and alienated the frienJds of inodemtkm 
and rational liberty, who would hare formed the 
best support of his throne^ and who, combming 
the greater pairt of the property, talents,, ^d 
power of the country, must ultimately prevail; 
The more toUghtraed friends lif Lewis^ eindvof 
their country trembled, and predkled tfaei spckhfy 
commencement of those scenes of re^^etion #iid 
revenge which would have %itdted the ^eojploi 
disgraced the gcverrimentv aiul lead toa'dreadfiri 
and r^n)^aUsca;tiistr<!q[^« i. .-^ 
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J^r ogress of the Allies ; — Journey of the Commis- 
sioners to Haguenau ; — State of Parties in Paris ; 
-^^Unswo^sfui Attempts of the French to obtain 
,0 S^/^i(f^enmn of Arms ; — Patriotism of the Re- 
pre^mtatro^ f^-^Sitge of Paris ; — Convention for 
its Smrentkr ; — Pqpylar Feeling at Paris f—^ 
Conduct of the Chamb^s ; — Retirement of thQ 
Arnm i-^RcTpntry of the King^ 

yifi^hE^ the troops of Prince Bluchep* were cop* 
tiBuing their ^vance to Paris, apd met with little 
,{ffK>siti0n ia, their prosrreni, the miseraWe wrf(jk 
^f ^tjbe Jl^i^ch Vttiy Hfldfr 3p^lt and Grouchy 
was hastening in a parall^ direction, by forcfd 
aiid almost inerediMe parches to outstrip the 
enaq^y* and ^ist in the defence of the capital. 
At Villars-Coterets the twp arn^ies cawe in con-i 
tuot. A severe engagement ensued, in which the 
French were defeated with the loss of pix pieces 
of cannon and (me thousand prisoners- I'hey 
were likewise driven froin the road pf Soissops, by 
which they b»d hope4 to p^etrate to Pw^s 
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They then endeavoured to take the infid trf - 
Meaux, but here they were opposed by the corpei 
of Bulow, and repulsed with the loss of five ban**" 
dred prisoners. They however eventually mic^- 
ceeded in arriving at the metropolis before tbe^ 
invaders, and Grouchy brought with him the 
greater part of the artillery which he hod at 
Wavre. The Prussians continued ta ad vance, and 
on the 29th of June had arrived in the neighbour-' 
hood of Paris. 

The Duke of Wellington halted at Cateau to 
allow the pontoons and some necessary stores to 
come up, and on the 26th attacked Peronne. 
The horn-work which covered the suburb on the 
left of the Somme was carried by storm with 
tfifling loss, when the town surrendered on con- 
dition that the garrison should lay down their 
arms and be allowed to return to their homes. 
On the 28th Lord Wellington M-as at St. Just, 
and on the 29th and 30th, passed the Oise, and 
established himself with his right at Rochebourgy 
and his left at the Bois de Bondy. 

While the capital is thus invested by the vic^ 
torious armies, we must state the proceeding of 
the provisional government. 

The commissioners appointed to treat for peace 
repaired to the head-quartere of Prince Bluctrar^ 
whose army had advanced one day's iilarch before 
that of the Duke of Wellington, and requested m 
suspension of arms while they proe^eded to the 
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faBad-^qoarters of the Allka with pacific overtures. 
To tfais-the Prussian General gave a peremptorjr 
refasah '•» In ^ain tfaey . represented that the osteiv 
siUe objeet of the war no longer existed ; in 
vadn they assured him that they possessed un- 
limited powers^ and were ready to discuss any 
proposition ; in vain they offered, him the most 
solemn pledges of the honesty of their intentions* 
He woald not .agree to an armistice for ti single 
hour. Within the walls of Paris alone would he 
listen to overtures of peace. They pressed him 
to declare the object for which he now fought, 
and what the Allies really required. He would 
aiplain nothing, he would listen to nothing short 
of unconditional submission and the possession 
of Paris. Their passports he could not refuse, 
and after much unpleasant altercation they pro» 
ceeded to Haguenau, where the coalesced so- 
vereigns had now arrived. 

They were received with much apparent kind- 
ness by the allied monarchs, and the conferences 
immediately commenced. The French plenipo* 
tentimies related the events which had recently 
happened in France. Th^y declared that Napo* 
leon had not only abdicated the throne, but that 
die government was adopting the proper mea- 
ssres to prevent his ever exerting the lea^t in- 
fluence on the affairs of France. They were in- 
terrupted by the demand of the British minister^ 
that Buonaparte shpuld be delivered uncondi- 
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tj[aiiaU!)r< taio die> pmmr * nC the Allies;. Tfa»fH»- 
p(^aitian. expited tlie irfniirat atitoiiMimeiit and in- 

.lUSD&tijQii; and La Fayette immediaiely r^Mcd 
that Napoleon having Toluntarily abdicated ;that 

^^ jwght beno obstacle to the welfare of Erance^ 

jj^^ierson was under the protection of the national 

j^tftud^ and: honour, and that when it was pio- 
^o9iEid to the French people to commit aowtt #f 

:]ai)4?iiampJed treachery, he did not expect that a 
pmsoner of Ohmitz would be selected as the ^lest 

X medium for its execution *• 

. The monarchs felt the injustitce and impolky of 
this demand, and immediately waved it. it was 
not however their wish to enter into any neig^a- 
tions, or explain their real intentions. Tbqir 
therefore delayed the con^repces <m the most 
frivplous and absurd pretexts. In fact they had 
determined to pursue a line of conduct, jqstifiable 
in itself, but which they did not yet da|^ to 
avow. They had not only resolved to restenre the 
Bourbons, if it could be accomplished i^iihoiit 
the extremest hazard of their universal discom* 
$ture and destruction, but they were, fully beat 
on efiectually humblii^g the vanity of th^Frefi^, 
and crippling their power. The avowal of this 

* It has ^cen already et^ited that La Fayette bad bad situ fiidea^ 
experieuc:e of the tender mercies of the Allies in his five ^' ears' 
" imprisonmeBit in tbe dungeons of Olmutz, and that be was re- 
leased by the z^oue and determined interfen^nce of fiaonaj[iarll 
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delotmined op|MMMlion, which aitghthave beoD 

:£ih} 4o theii* j^ojects, or evtn to tb^ exitfU 

^ Two conferences passed and nothing wm de- 
leided. > The commissioners were as ignorant 
tts^ at first of the wishes and demands of the AIKel. 
Ldagerdelay wonid have been fatal to their ebnntrjr. 
^he allied armies were pre»iing on to tbecapitel 
with Lewis in dieir rear, and baTing gained pos- 
session of that, would dietnte the harshest And 
mmt hnmiliating terms. In a third conference 
tiieiefpre they urgently re()uired some projet or 
uitimedum from the Allies^ unequivocally declar- 
ing that no question was prejudged in their minds, 
and that tl^ were empowered to treat on every 
point relative to every thing and every person. 
One would have thought that this appeal could 
not have been evaded, and that some explanation 
4nnst have ensued. But the Allies had yet an- 
o^€^ resort. A fresh objection was started, that 
it was useless to enter into any discussions from 
which no decisive result could follow, because the 
Bnglish ambassador was not invested with power 
to tre^t with the new government. 
" This objection, which a sincere desire of peace 
would have instantly overcome, was fetal to all 
further proceeding, and the commissioners de^ 
pi^rted, perfectly unacquainted with the demuid* 
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of.tha AllittSt but haviog receiTed a positiTe as^ 
stiFaDDce, that ^^ the fbreiga liourte made no pre^ 
tensions to interfere with the foroi of the French 
goveminent/' . . ^ 

HowHfar this assurance could be reconciled with 
thedecjarputionof tlie French monarch, that." ther 
pnnciple^of legitimacy ha(^ been proclaimed a9> 
tbatef .»11 £urope/' and with the declaration oC 
the proYifiional government, a few days aftclit 
wards^ that '* the generals of the allied powers, 
bad deebtred.that all the sovereigns were pledged 
to^replaoe Lewis XVIll on the throne," the author 
pvesumes not to inquire. He has already stated^ 
his opinion, that the error lay in the first de- 
claration of the Allies, which should have con- 
fessed that the war was undertaken not only, 
against the power of Napoleon, but the unqaiei 
and dangerous spirit of France. Much of the 
mystery and contradiction which marked the 
transactions of this period is likewise to be al^ 
^ibuted to a disgraceful proneness in almost all 
courts and cabinets, to accomplish that by in* 
. triigue and deception which might be more ho* 
nourably and effectually obtained by candour aafl 
honesty. That there was a dereliction of prin* 
ciple in the later proceedings of the Allies CMinot 
possibly be denied ; and had they imagined that 
they should have gained so eas|r a conquest, they 
"Would have sooner declared that their grand oh* 
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jeel wag to secure the tranquillity of Europe from 
the dangers to which the ambition and power of 
France had so often exposed it. 

The commissioners had demanded a suspen^ 
ston of arms until the requisite docmBetits could 
arrive from England, but this was peremptorily 
refused, and they returned to the chambers, dis- 
appointed in the principal object of their mission, 
yet much consoled by the delosiye promise^' that 
the independence of the national choice would 
be respected. When they arrived at Paris, thf^ 
found the Duke of Wellington and Prince Blucbei^ 
ready to enter the capital in consequence of a con^ 
vaition concluded in their absence. 

In the mean time the capital was more tranquil 
than could possibly have been imagined, fiuo* 
naparte had removed far from it, his Action 
had ceased their tumults and intrigues, and in 
fact might be regarded as completely extinct* 
The provisional government was moderate and 
firm. It appeiu*ed to have, and it doubtless had 
the interests of the country at heart. The dit 
ferent parties reposed on its wisdom and patriots 
imakj and awaited in awful suspense the termina* 
tion of the contest. 

It seemed to be well understood at Paris that 
Lewis must return to his capital. Every offensive 
caricature against him and hisfemilyxlisappeared. 
Yet no violent exclamations of loyalty were heard 
in the streets, and no factious tumults disturbed 
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tte profceediffgs of the ohuiibenb The Mpwf 
wntetives b^ftn and bontinucd a& examiimtiaciof 
the ad^tiiHial act, and proceeded to ^afraagevrnth 
as much calmnesa as if they were at peace wiih 
tibie work), the ^rand principka of tfaatoonstiiution 
which France demanded, and to wUeh the reigning 
Prince was to be required to subscribe. >^ 

AH parties, not excepting tiie most aealons 
royaKsts, were agreed in the confidei^ce whieb 
they reposed iii the proyisional govemineitt, and 
their unshaken determination to resist die ift^ 
waders. They who had been implicated in tM 
various scenes of the revolution, awl in its last 
fatal period, trembled at the impolitic deelatatiiM 
of the King, that he would inflict exemplary 
punishment on the instigators of the plot: — th^ 
army was uneasy, because Blucher had requiTjBd 
as a primary condition, that they should suirendal 
themselves prisoners of war, and be<^ausetbey hiid 
no favour to expect from the monarch who had 
been driven from his throne by their defection * 
-^and the royalists, began to suspect that the 
cause of the Allies was different from fliat of the 
monarch, since they refused eveiy kind iift dttift 
ference and explanation ,— the ordinancies feid pfe* 
fects of the King were treated with n^ kindi 6t 
ceremony, but altered, removed, dr^btisedi as it 
suited the convenience or pleasure of any ^fth6 
Allied generals ; — the plan on which th6 ©tik# 
iof Welli ngtoti had commenc€?diiis progress was no 
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longer ftllowed^ and many fortreflses^ which InuI 
hvmg out tbe white flag, and professed their wiU^ 
ingness to stttoiit to the monarch, were atiiU b(mii 
bardedacnd destarojed without mercgr. 

A' flmt altitode and a Tigorous reeistasnee wene 
^lerd^Nre necesaarily imposed npon alL The pa^ 
^otic party eaid the army eonld not be axpe^ted t^ 
surrender unconditionally, and res»^ tb»iM^hres 
to eisrtaia|»enieeution or de»bniction. Thd royaU 
ists were willing to tempome. By immodisltf^ 
aeknotrledgittg tiieir legitimate sovereign before 
tbe armies of the Allies were on the spot t6 sup^ 
pi^t his clanmsy they would excite the most dreads 
folcMPtmotions. and deluge their country wMl 
blood, while by restraining thetr hopes und wilb6i 
foi*. a short pmod, they contemplated their ^rtain 
9mA .fall aeoomplishmient. They were not pre* 
pared to submit to <h;e coalesced soVeregns^ whose 
intentlpiis were .80 mysterioui'aiid iqfipenetrable^ 
Ittd certakily. m some respeeCs at Tarianee; with 
tlje interests and wishes of the King. 
L Thto^f^rtt&iaticKnft Tirbieh^ hadtbeen^codmiebced 
I)jr. BAo^tiafvte ^ii^eie hastily eompieted ; &f&* rem^ 
nfint ^ the army oi Ale kvotAfuiider S6«}t and 
fitoui%.a]Miffid; other tro6p»pgo]^ed in from the 
Molh; .tha^ndtiondi fwrd vbluntier^ its service; 
the, federttlesi aruued thelnael?^ ' with e^^nnesii t 
alMfdiii^ aohittfittlkito^^^^ 
mufii indiffisrence, none ventured dpwcdy to ^i^ 
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: While * the goverrimefit aasumed! a detertniaed 
attitude, it neglected no possible meaM of airertin^ 
the threatened danger, and fMrdeimng.tliat peace 
to which the nation sighed. Repeated 'overtures 
were in vain made to BhK^her^and Wellington to 
gbtain an armistice. The Duke of Otcanto then 
despatched a memorial to the Duke of Welling^ 
toO) partly in the character of a friend, and partly 
in- that, of a minister, which did much credit to 
his talents and his patriotism. 

" Paris, June 27; 1S16. - 
" My Lord, 

You have just illustrated your name by new 
victories over the French. . It is you especially 
who can appreciate the French nation. ' 

lu the council of sovereigns, united to fix the 
destinies of Europe, your influence and your cm»- 
dit CMUiot be less than your glory. 

Your law of nations has always been* justice, 
and your conscience has ever been tbe^ii4eof 
your policy. 

The French nation wishes to live un4er a 
monarch, but it wishes that that monair^h shoi^ 
lire under the empire of the laws. > »i < y 

The republic made us acquainted with th$ 
extreme of liberty. The empire with the extKOif 
of despotism. Our wish now (and it is immosre* 
able) is.to keep at an ajtial .distoJice iixim.b«4i 
these extremes. , . . ; - 

All eyes are fixed upon England. We do 
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hot oUf m to be more free tfaaE she, we do tiot 
wisb to be less. 

The pepresefatatiTes of the nation are inces- 
santly employed on a civil compact, of which the 
component powers, separated but not divided^ all 
eontribute by their reciprocal action to harmony 
and unity. 

From the moment this compact shall be signed 
by the Prince called to reign over u,s, the' sove- 
reign shall receive the sceptre and the crown fronl 
:the hands of the nation. 

In the existing state of Europe, one of the 
greatest calamities is hostility between France and 
England. 

' No man, my Lord, has it more in his p6wet 
than yourself to replace Europe under a better 
influence, and in a finer position. 

Accept, &c.^' 

To this no answer was returned, nor indeed 
i*ras it possible for the Duke of Wellington to no- 
tice it without deviating from the line which he 
Jiad marked out for himself, viz. to follow up as a 
igeneraltiieadvantages which he had obtaitied, and 
to leave the discussion of every politic)al siibject 
to the coalesced sovereigns and their council. He 
<?ould not notice it without divulging what it 
was^not prudent now to discover, that it was 
^keir determination to restore Lewis to his throne 
unfettered by any conditions, and to defend him 
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tgainst all who would abridge hia prero^tiv^, of 
fetter his power. 

M. Otto also returned iroiii an uusucceittfal 
miteiou to England. 

The Prince of Eckmuhl, as the head of the 
aiwyy likewiieie made a fruitless appeal to Blucher 
and Wellington*. They deigned no reply to his 

* Head-Barters, ai La Villettey JuHe 30, 181*5. 

Mr LoKDf — Your hostile moveiueDts continue^ although, ac* 
oordiog to their dedaraticiut, the motives of the war which the 
Allied Soveragns make upon us no longer exist, since the Emperor 
Napoleon has abdicated. 

At tlie monient when blood is again on the point of flowing, 
I receive from MarsAlal lihe Duke of Albufera a td^graphic de^ 
tpatch, of which I transmit you a copy. My Lord, I g^ua- 
lantec this armbtice on my honour. All the reasons you might 
have had to continue hostilities are destroyed, because you caji 
hare no other instruction from your government than thsLt which 
the Austrian generals liad from theirs. 

I make th& fomnil deihand to your Excellency of ceasing all 
hostilities^ and that we proceed to form an anpnistice^ anraiting 
the deciaon of congress. I cannot believe, my Lord, tli^t my 
request will remain ineffectual ; you will take upon yourself a 
great responsibility in the eyes of your fellow-countrymen. 

No dther motive bht th&t of putting an iviA to the effusion o^ 
blood, and the-interests of my country, hkve dlcttaled this tetteif. 
. If J present myself on the field gS battle with' the i^Ua of 
your talents, I shall carry the conviction of there combating for 
ih& most sacred of causes — that of the defence and independ- 
ence 6f my countSy ; aud wbatever may be the result 1 shall me* 
rit yoiir est^h. 

Aec^>ti>iji3it Lotd^^e iCttlh^eeof my bigh^ d^hsiderati^*. 
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communication, but pressed on to accomplish 
their object, and arrived under the very walls of 
Paris. 

Neither the government nor the inhabitants 
were intimidated, or rather they were armed by 
indignatiou and despair. Although the thunder 
of the cannon was distinctly heard at a distance, 
and hourly approached nearer, not one voice was 
heard in the chamber of the peers or the deputies, 
or even ia the streets of Paris, to plead for sub- 
misipon. Nothing could afford a clearer proof of 
the fatal effect which the mysterious conduct of 
the Allies had produced on the minds of the 
French people. 

An address was received from the army which 
breathed the most entire devotion to the national 
cause ; but it was mingled with some imprudent 
and unnecessary philippics against the Bourbons*. 

*. Reprbsbvtatiybs of the People ! 

We are in pre8ence of our enemies. We swear before you and 
the world to defend^ to our last breath, the. cause of our inde- 
pendaice and the national honour. 

It is wished to impose the Bourbons upoi|us» and these Princes 
ase Bf^elod by, the immenBe uujority of Frenchmen. If their 
return could be subscribed to, recollect, Hep^-esentatives ! that 
you would sign the annihilation of the army, which' for twenty 
yean has been the palladium of French honour. There are in 
war, especially when it has been long conducted, smccesses and 
ravefses. In our successes we ha^e been seen great and ge- 
nerous. If it is wished to humble us in our reFerses, we shall 
^now how to die. 

VOL. II. T 
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Addresses as energetic were received from tie 
national guard, from the federates, from the miv 
nici{)al body, and from all the constituted au-^ 
thorities. AH were animated by one spirit, and 
the tity presented the strange spectacle of a uni- 
vfersal altid determined resistance against the Allies 
of a' ikionarch, to whom many of them wished to 
submit, and whom all were convinced they must 
soon receive as a master. 

In these' critical circumstances the chaihbers of 
peers and representatives deemed it expedient to 
make anotlier exposition of the principles by 
which they were actuated,. and to appeal to the 
courage and patriotism of the people. The follow- 
ing document was published r 

I ■ I i i ' ■ 1 t i I I .11 I 

The BourboM j^r^ient -ilo. guarantee to the natba. We re- 
ceived them with seotimeots of th^ mp^ generous confidence, we 
forgot all the calamities they had caused us in their rage to de» 
prive us of our most sacred rights. Well ! what^ return did they 
make for this confidence ? They treated us as rebels and van- . 
quished. Representatives ! these reflections are terrible because 
they are true. Inexorable history will' one day relate what' 1^ 
Bourbons have done to replace themselres on the tbtMie ^ 
France; it will also tell the conduct of the army, of 4h9t am^ . 
essentially national, and posterity will judge which best deflierved 
the esteem of the world. 

Camp at VilettCy Jtme^Oth. 
(Signed) The M arohal Prince df Bgkmuhi,, mhiister at War^ 
Count Pajol, commanding the firvl corps of tsamtltfi' 
Count D'Erlon', commanding the r^t'wi^ - wi 
Count Vandamme, general in chief, 
and fifteen other generals. 
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" Frenchmen ! 

" The foreign powers proclaimed in the face of 
Europe that they were only armed against Napo- 
leon, and that they wished to respect our inde* 
pendence, and the right which belongs to erery 
nation to choose the government suitable to its 
manners and its interests. 

Napoleon is no longer the chief of the state. 
He has renounced the throne, and his abdication 
has been accepted by your representatives. He is 
removed from us. His son is called to the em-* 
pire by the constitutions of the state. The coa- 
lesced sovereigns know this ; and the war ought 
to be terminated, if the promises of kings be ^lot 
in vain. 

While plenipotentiariee have been sent to the 
allied powers to treat for peace in the name \)f 
France^ the generals of two of those powers have 
refused any suspension of arms. Their troops 
have hastened their marches under favour of 4i 
moment of hesitation and trouble. They are at 
the gales of the capital, and no communication 
haiB informed us for what object the war is con- 
tinued. Our plenipotentiaries wilt soon declare 
whether we must renounce peace^ In the mean 
time, rf sistance is as necessary as legitimate, and 
huns^imity, in requiring an account of the blood 
uselessly shed, will not accuse those brave men 
who only combat to repel from their houses the 
scourges of war, murdier, and pillage ,*--*-and to 
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defend with their lives the cause of libeily, and 
of that independence, the imprescriptible right of 
which has been guaranteed to them even by Hie 
manifestoes of their enemies. 

Amidst these grave circumstancte your repre- 
sentatives cannot forget that they were not chosen 
to stipulate for theinterestsof any party whatever, 
but for the whole nation. Every act of weakness 
will dishonour them, and will only tend to endan- 
ger the future tranquillity of France. While 
the government is employing all the means in its 
power to obtain a solid peace, or, should that not 
be obtained without comi^romising our honour, to 
repel the battalions of foreigners, what more ad« 
vantageous to the nation can be done than to col- 
lect and establish the fundamental rules of a mon- 
archical and representative government, destined 
to secure to all citizens the fi-ec enjoyment of tiiose 
sacred rights, which sacrifices so numerous and 
«o great have purchased ; and to rally for ever 
under the national colours that great body of 
Frenchmen who have no other interest and no 
other wish, than an honourable repose and a just 
independence. 

Meanwhile the chambers conceive that their 
duty, and their dignity require them to declare, 
that they will never acknowledge, as legitimate 
chief of the state, him, who on ascending the tiirone 
shall refuse to acknowledge the rigiits of the na- 
tion, and to consecrate them by a solemm com- 
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pact. The coMtitutioiial charter is drawn up ; 
and if the foiice of ariQis should . succeed in tem- 
porarily imposiog; upcm us a master ;-*-if the 
destinies of a great nation are. again to be de- 
livered up to the caprice and arbitrary will of a 
small number of privileged persons, then in yield- 
ing to force, the national representation will pro- 
test in the face of the whole world against th^ 
oppression of the French people. 

Your representatives will appeal to the energy 
of the present and future generations to renew their 
claim both to national independence, and the 
rights of civil liberty. For these rights they now 
appeal to the reason and the justice of all civilized 
people/* 

Many persons have affected to smile at this un- 
expected proof of the nece^ity of Buonaparte's 
caution on his departure for Waterloo: ". While 
the battering rams of the enemy were shaking the 
gates, they, like the patriots of the lower empire^ 
were employed in the discussion of abstract prin* 
ciples/' The fict was, that they placed too much 
reliance on the promises of the coalesced sove- 
reigns. : They doubted not that, as in the last 
year, their independence would be respected, 
and the voice of the representatives of the people 
would again determine the form of the govern^ 
ment) and the* reigning, dynasty. Having leai^ned 
wkMlom from experience, they wei^ determihed 
thaC ho Jiasty and indigested constitutiota should 
afford a^ pcetext for the neglect <^ s5me df iti 
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principles, odd the violatioti of others; atid that 
the ofcgect of their choice should 5 now at leasts 
solemnly accede to a charter emanating from the 
representatiyes, and dictated by them, before he 
was permitted to wield the sceptre. 

Had tbey reflected how improbable it was that 
the allied monarchs would have sanctioned a prin- 
ciple so contrary to the usages of their own states, 
and the introduction of which would be ^fatol to 
their power, or could they have suspected that the 
sovereignty had pledged themselves to restore 
the Bourbons to the throne, to force them on 
the French with the point of the bayonet, and 
to put th^n in possession of absolute and up- 
restricted power, they would have spared them* 
selves the trouble of these discussi<»is, and the 
morti€cation of finding that they were productive 
of no good purpose. 

But were they indeed productive of no good 
purpose ?— ^ The force of arms,* and the deceptive 
measure of the Allies have succeeded in imposing 
upon them a master: but should the well-dispNOS^d, 
but weak and irresolute Lewis^ suffer himself to 
be misled by the rash and wild counsels of his 
femily and courtiers ; should > the wdent wishes 
and imprudent threats daily uttered jtt the ThuiK 
leriesbe accomplished, and the despotism tyf the 
ancient regime be for a while re-esta&lii^ied> 4bis 
noble appeid to par^sent a«d to future genera- 
tions-will not have been miade in vai». Thou- 
sands and ttes of thousands will an^wel? to the 
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t^Wj and defend the outraged rights^^of theii* 
country. 

JVIarshal Blucher had proceeded on (he direct 
road from Senlis to Paris, and on the 30th of 
June attacked the village of Aubervilliers, where 
a severe engagement took place between the 
Prussians and the French, who having rallied 
under the walls of their capital, appeared resolved 
to defend it to. the last extremity. The village 
was taken and retaken several times, but at 
length. remained in the bands of the Prussians. 

Had the Marshal followed up his successes be 
would next have arrived at the heights of Mont- 
martre and Belleville, the scene of the principal 
contention in the last campaign; But these and 
the whole of the north of Paris were strongly for- 
tified, land could not have been, carried without 
immense loss. I^luices bad l;k^wise been formed 
on the little rivers Rouillon •nd La Vielje Mar, 
which flow to the north of St. Denis, and which 
enabled the French to inundate the whole of that 
part of the country* The obstinacy with which 
the village of AuberviUie|-j? l^d been defended like- 
wise shewed the danger of attacking Paris on that 
point. Blusher therefore on- the ftftern9on of the 
30th, filed of? to the right, j and crossed the {Seine 
%t St G^rmfiin, to attaqk, the dty oa the south, 
where it had be^n Jeftcoippletely y^jdefended.. 

Many intplJIigent officers had rewionstrated with 
Napoteoii on tb« folly, of confining his whole ^t- 
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fentio A td the north of Paris^ whic^ wair alreadf 
strong hy nature, and entirely neglectmg the 
plains oh the south. With characteri«rt(ic ob- 
stinacy he persisted in asserting thart if would 
neyer be attacked on the south, but that sho«kl 
the Allies unfortunately penetrate to the capital, 
they would again advance on those points, which 
they had forced in the last campaign. It was 
cmly immediately before he set out for the north 
that he ordered some slight fortifications to be 
commenced on the plains of M eudon, which were 
nerer completed. 

Having crossed the Seine at St. Germain, 
Blucher advanced on Versailles. The French 
army had rapidly traversed the city, and was 
ready to meet him at this point. The ground was 
here more obstinately contested than on theoor^ 
of Paris. The town of Versailles waa the ftcene 
of the most bloody combat. Many times in the day, 
it w|is alternately in the power of the Prussians and 
the French, but at length the supaior numbers 
and determined valour of the former prevailed. 
Versailles was finally evacuated by the French, 
and Blucher succeeded in establishing his right 
wing on the heights of Meudon, his left at St 
Cloud, . and his reserve at Versailles. 

The invaders had now no longer to oonteiid witii 
the army alone. Numerous battalions of federates 
and national guards mingled with the troops of 
the line, and emulated their courage and dis*. 
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cipllncu The ibdemtes alone fomiBlied Mveo 
tiiousand men, who, aetingprincipidly &# sherpK 
shooters, and being* intimately acqnaittted with 
e?ery featuire of the country, harassed the Pr«8- 
siatis ineesfilantly, and caused the most horrible 
decrtmction in their ranks. The war was rapidly 
aborning a national chai^ter. The defendeni 
of Paris w^re not the devoted followers of Buo- 
ni4;>arte alone, or those whose crimen had exposed 
them to merited punishment. All parties and 
all factions, even that of the Bourbons themselves,' 
r^'ected with indignation thtf unconditional su{>- 
mission l?hioh the allied generals required, and 
united in the unshaken resolution to>jdefeiid^ 
themselves to the last extremity. 

The Duke of Wellington and Prince Blucber 
had not expected this vigorous opposition, yet 
relying on their superior nujtnbers, and jthe near 
iq4>roach of powearfel reinfortements, they saw 
no reason to alter their first plan of proceeding. 
They therefore again replied to the renewed over^ 
tures from the French, that they would only 
tfseat within the walls of Paris^ or fcpr the imme^ 
diate possession of the city. Willing however to 
spare the effiision of hmnan blood, they wonM 
not lead on their troops to a direct assault on the 
place, though this might now have \}^u. a^ 
tempted jwikh gr^t probability o(f success^ ;but 
thr)p continued stowly to in^re&K bnd svMround the 
capitaL They carried tft^ principal outpostayand 
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seemed disposed to'wmt until the arrival o# the 
inntimerabie battalf^n# which ^ere hsbstening* oa 
every side to oTush every hope of the French, 
would render further refiistance unavailing* 

While Prince Blucher established himself at 
Meudon and St. Cloud, Wellingtou likewise fifed 
off to the right, and throwing a bridge oyer the 
Seine at Argenteuil, sent forward a corps towards 
the bridge of Neuilly. Paris was now completely 
invested, for small corps of observation had been 
left on the north to restrain the excursions of the 
garrison, and maintain a communication with the 
troops which were advancing to join the Allies. 
Surpi4sed at the cautious proceedings of the «nemy 
the Parisians, who had expected that an imme- 
diate assault would have been attempted on the 
city, begaifcto respite. Their apprehensions v». 
nished as suddenly as they were raised, aud they 
who took no actil-e part in the operations of the 
troops abandoned themselves to their cbarao- 
teristic frivolity. The promenaides were as 
crowded as in a time of peace; and alttimigh 
the roar of the dannon was idceSaaiitly heai^, and 
long trains of the woonded passed tbr^ragh liie 
i^ity, the theatres vi^re absolutely crowded. ^ 

Fears however began to be entertained of ap- 
proaching>fattiine, and innumerable t^rowds ran 
to all the markets, land ■ rapidly bought every article 
of provision which could be procured^ < »Itt a few 
hours ueilber bread nor !feaeat could beigot ift 
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Parte for s^y priee^ but the houses of the greatw 
part of the inhabitauts were filled with proyisions 
which they had eagerly purchased. On the fol* 
lowing morning however the city was surprised 
by the arrival of the usual supply, which had been 
suffered to pass through the British camp without 
impediment. This noble proceeding of the illus^ 
trious Wellington will not. be forgotten by the 
fnture historian of his matchless exploits. 

The measure was as paiitic as generous. It 
ahewed that the object of the British ccnnmander 
was the capture of the city, and not the infliction 
of unnecessary misery. It disarmed the hostility 
of a mimerous party, who, indignasit at the inex- 
plicable conduct of the Allies, had almost re^- 
solved to join the ranks of the 4urmy and the 
federates. It assured them that . the inten- 
tions of the Allies couM not. be very formi* 
dable, when they thus relieved the distresses of 
the place which they besieged. The Dnke of 
Wellingtot likewise prevented tbose tumults and 
excesses which &mine w€>uld bave produced, 
and which would have haaarded the entire de- 
struction of the city, or excited &ome deflorate 
attempt equally fatal to the besiegers and the be- 
sieged. 

On the second of July thecoutest was renewed. 
The firrt; attack of the French waB irreaisttble, md 
the Prussians retired in disorder. VersaiUes was 
once naore taken, and many of the inbabitauts 



Digitized 



by Google 



sixeE ow 



whO) deeming that the caiiae nf the patrioU^ if4» 
desperate, had on the preceding eivening boirto^ 
the white flag> wwe inaulted, their hause» 4^ 
moliabed, and one individnal was. cut topi^cea. 
This atrocity, not eyen the peculiar. and i^iq^ 
fiate cireumstances of the French, when their 
passions were irritated beyond the restraints jf^ 
srisdom or pmdence, could, excnse. A similar 
disposition was shewn by an infuriated mob in 
Parisy which threatened the property and. the lives 
nf. seme zealous friends of the Bourbons, ¥fho€itr 
ynessed their loyalty too soon, A proclanGaLtion 
was immediately issued by Prince Blncher, de- 
nouncing the sevevest retaliation, if these out- 
m^es did not cease. 

The Prussians soon rallied, and the French were, 
inihdr turn, compelled to retire. They lost all the 
ground which they had gained, and were even 
driven ;dm>ugh the village of Jfssy, and under Ifae 
very walls of Paris. A grand council of war was 
now held bythe French government^ at which all 
Ae Marshals and Generals of Division were in^ 
vited to attend. The questi<m of a protracted, re* 
Mstettoe was solemnly argued, mad it wasaimoBt 
fmanimously decided that it must be fruitles^.-r- 
The Duke of Dalmatia (Soult) and the Pdnc^iof 
fisieAing (Massena) spoke at con«derf4^1e J^ngth, 
and urged paetfo^ measures* The latti^ jjn^ 
^* That bis defence of Genoa wowUi fp^Yfi «Qme 
idea of his Imacity.in mainteimpjg > at tmj cffir 
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fided to him, but, situated as Paris was, it ap- 
peared to him impossible to defiend it any 
longer, and that he believed there were no other 
steps to be taken, than again to sue for a sui^n-* 
sion of arms.^' 

Other officers observed that a suspension of 
arms had been already sued for sufficiently often^ 
and uniformly refused, and that they appeared to 
be placed between the dishonour of surrendering 
at discretion, with the army prisoners of war, or 
the necessity of burying themselves under the 
ruins of the capital. At length it was determined 
on the suggestion of Carnot, that one battle more 
should be tried, and if the issue of that was un« 
fortunate, commissioners should be immediately 
sent to Ae AHies, proposing the surrender of 
Paris, on condition of a universal amfiesty, and 
the saffe retreat of the army behind the Loire. 
Should this be refused, the army was decqperately 
to cut its way through the enemy, and retire be- 
hind the Loire, while the provisional govemno^nt 
and the municipal body surrendered die city cm 
the best terms which they could gain. 

The surrender of the city was now indeed be- 
come absolutely necessary if the government and 
the army were not resolved to expose it to utter 
destruction. The main body of the enemy had 
reached the left bank of the Seine, where the 
city was withbut defence. They were masters 
(^ the village of Issy immediately under the walls* 
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The first resolute mttack which they made innst 
render them masters of the place, or had they 
&iled in a first or a second, they would haye 
retaroed to the charge until they succeeded. 
Tb^ had their rear free, and could always re- 
c<Kmmenee tbeir attacks with fresh troops, and 
cboose the most favourable Moment. The French 
on the contrary, were compelled to be constantly 
on tbeir guard at all the avenues of thie immense 
space winch they^had to defend, and always with 
the same troops, numerically inferior to the enemy, 
and worn out with the fatigue of die forced 
marches which they had made after ihe iktal 
fatttk of Waterloo. 

When it wasfindlly determined to surrender the 
capital, a new ground of differenice,' aod eir^n of 
altercation arose as to the persons to whoib it 
shdnld be* surrendered. Fouch^ and Caulhicourt 
propfised that the city should be surrendered to 
Lcm^is XVIII', and argued that this would prdbably 
eonetiiate u fkmily under whot^ powar it was' eVi^ 
dent they must* return ! To this Carnot and Qui- 
nette strongly objected. They represented tite 
good effects which had already resulted froitt^he 
teutiouB mode of proceeding which' had been 
adopted. By neither pledging themsdvea to oit* 
eepftor to refect the Bourbons, and by continuing 
to' deliberate on a constitution suited to the wishes 
and the diaracter of the .. French,, and which wi» 
talie'Offirred to the ^ccHBptaivce of the pHtiee w^Q 
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m^ght ultimately be chosen, tibey prevented the 
forming of political factions ; they saved the 
capital from tumult, and the country from civil 
war. They argued that the surrender to Lewis 
would be the signal for revolt- The federates and 
the army, who were adverse *o the return of the 
Bourbons, would rebel ; and give themselves 
up to every excess. The jaafety of the city would 
be compromised, or probably the enemy from 
without, and from within, would conspire to- 
reduce it to ashes. They added, that the offer to 
surrender in the name of Lewis would be rejected i 
by the Allies, who were now actually bombarding 
without mercy many fortresses which had . lottg 
displayed the white flag. Finally, ' they profesifted 
that they could not yet di^redit the. promises /of 
the Allies to respect their independence; thai if 
tbey fiinalLy submitted to the Bourbons, they a»^ht 
by delay extort some concessions in lai^ur #f li^ 
t^rty, tod that. at all t events it would be more ^o»- 
ciliatiiag to. invite thou back when their deliber<i 
ations wj^e frpe; than to recall them as the only 
method of escaping from the destru^tioii wfatofe 
threatened fto overwhelm the city. . 

Grenierlong balanced between the twopartieft^/ 
but at lengtib: he .decided in favoitir>of jCarnotand 
QuihetteV and it was^deteriaibed to off^r the sur- 
render, of the city as a. mere. nuUtary tiraosatetioiiy 
^viUiout reference. to any p^lHic^l questioil* i 

The aeti<»i com Wjeneed early on the morning of 
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the 3d, and the troops who were not yet informed 
of the determination of the government, fought 
with the fury of despair. They were however re- 
pulsed at every point, and pursued to the very gates 
of Paris. The ramparts and the windows and 
tops of the houses near the walls were crowded 
with spectators, who viewed with unutterable 
agony this last struggle for the safety of the ca- 
pital, and the honour of the nation. Some ven* 
tured over the bridge , of Jena in their carriages. 
They were immediately respectfully, but peremp* 
torily requested to alight; and their equipages 
were pot in requisition to convey the wolmded to 
Paris. 

As soon as it was evident that the French were 
giving way, and the gates were crowded with the 
.fugttiveaand the wounded, many of the spectators, 
overcome by terror, fled from the ramparts, and 
spread the report that the French were flying, 
that the Prnssmns, flushed with victory, and eager 
for r^renge, were olosely pursuing them, and 
were actually entering the gateSs pile-^nUle with 
them. Had it not been for the firmness of the 
national guards, the most dreadful scenes ol eon- 
£asio& ^nd pillage must have succeeded. 
• The public terror was however relieved "by the 
swMen ceaMog of the firing about two o'clock in 
the afternoon. As soon as die ^v^rnment per* 
ceived that the engagement was taking an im- 
ftvourable turn, they despatched a herald to the 
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AHied Generals, demanding a suspension of arms 
for a few hours, while commissioners could be 
appointed to treat of the surrender of the city. 
To this Wellington and Bluclier consented, and the 
commissioners authorized by the respective partiea 
immediately met at St. Cloud. The conference 
was carried oil in the favourite palace of IVapo-t 
leon, and in the chamber in which he held his 
councils of state. In that very chamber which 
had so often been the scene of discussion for the 
subjugation of Europe and the destruction of 
England, English and Prussian commissioners 
were now negotiating for the surrender of Paris, 
and the final overthrow of French ambition. 

Both parties were in earnest, and the nego- 
tiations were not protracted. The Allied ge- 
nerals were eager to obtain possession of Paris, 
because with the capital in their power they 
pould dictate what terms they pleased to France, 
and they were anxious to enter it before treachery^ 
or the violence of faction, or the fury of despair 
had commenced its ruin, or compelled them to 
join in the work of destruction. The French 
were eager to bring the negotiation to a clos^, ere 
the city was carried by assault. 

The following conyention was speedily ar- 
ranged, and signed by the reispective commis- 
sioners : — 

"This day, the 3d of July, 1815, the commis- 
ttoners named by the commanders-in-chief of the 

▼01,. II. u 
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tefl^ctive amitSiihat is to say^ the Bitt'ou Big« 
jRO];i, holding the portefeuille of foreign afiaijf^ 
file Count Gmneminoti cbief of the gefi^am^ 
of t^e French army ; the Count de Boftdy, jprefi^ 
of the department of the Seine, being fura^i^j^ 
wit^i the full.powei^ of his Excellency th^ Afeur-» 
ab^l Prioee of EckfiiuhU comt}iander4a*4:hi^f,i^ 
t^ Fr^tQch wmyy on^n6 side ; and Ma^or-i^neral 
Baron Muffling, furnished with the full powers of 
JVf ar«^l Prince Blucher, commander-in-^hi^ f of 
the Prussian army, and Colonel He¥vey,furmslied 
with the full powers of the Dui^e oi W^lUn^gtoo> 
e^mmander-in-chief of the English aany, on the 
^therside, have agreed to thelbllowii^ articles. :-^ 

Art. 1. There shall be stu^euiicai oC^i'QOB b^ 
tti^en the Allied armies coAm^ttd^d b^ Pritiee 
Blucher and the Duke of WelKo^on, and the 
Frei^ch army under the walls of faris. 

II. The French army shall put itself In jmxfck 
to-morroW| to take up a position ly^faindi *h€ 
Juoire»^^Paris shall be Qetiipletely eiaeu^iti^ ^ 
tiiree days ; atid the fiaovement beliind ^ JM^ 
dkaU be ejected within dght d^t^. .it 

HI» The French army shall tnk« withik4iU,(itB 
materiel, field artillery^, military chest, hwseHf:^ 
pr<^0rty of regimented without exc^^^. ./ lAU 
pAtmam belongiitg to the depots shall ataa bi^i rvf» 
moved, as well as those belonging, to pn^ di^^^^ 
fanoiclyte 9f the a4miai3ti:ati^ which li^ong to 
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IV. The sick and wounded, and flie medical oft 
ficeri whom It may be nectssal^ to leate trith 
fhem, ate ()laced under the *J)edal prot6ctibn of 
the fcotamanders-in-chief of the English and Ptus- 
»!i^h ii!rmies« 

V. The military, and those holding ethpioy- 
Ments to ^hom th^ foregoing article r^Mes, shall 
be at liberty immediately after theit' recovery td 
Rejoin the corps to which they belong; ' ' 

VI. The wires and children of all ibditidoili 
belongitig t6 the French army, shall bfe at liberty 
to remain at Paris. The wived shall be alldWcid 
to quit Parts for the purpose ^f Rejoining thh 
army, and to carry with them their property, an4 
thit of their husbands. 

VII. The officers of the line employed with the 
Federe9, or willi the tiraifleiirs df the national 
guard, may either join the army, or returft to theit 
homes, or the places of their birth. 

VIII. To-morrow, the 4th of July, at mid^day^ 
St. Defifis, St. Otten, Clfchy, awd NettiWy, shall he 
jgfften nf. The day after to-tndrrow, th6 5th, at 
the same hour,' Montmartre shall be given up.— 
The third dsiy, the 6th, all the barriers shall be 
1giveiin|y. . 

- IX. Th4 duty tJf the city of Paris shitll conHntie 
fa be donfe by the n^ti^nal g&ard, and by th6 ct>rpB 
^ the municipal gens-d^armerie. 

X. Irhe commanders-in-chief >of the ISnglisti 
and Prtassittn armiti engage to reaqpeet, aftd to 
-^ u 2 
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make those under their command respect the 
actual authorities, so long as they shall exist. 

XL Public property, with the exception of 
that which relates to war, whether it belongs to 
tbe government, or depends upon the municipal 
authority, dhall be respected; and the Allied 
powers will not interfere in any manner with it9 
administration and management. 

XII. Private persons and property shall be 
equally respected. The inhabitants, and in ge- 
neral all individuals who shall be in the capital 
shall continue to enjoy their rights and liberties 
without being disturbed or called to account either 
jas to the situations which they hold or may have 
held, or as to their conduct or political opinions*. 

* This article has produed much discussion. When Marshal 
Ney was arraigned at the bar of the Peers to answer for his trea- 
sonable defection, he pleaded that he was in Paris at the time 
when thisConvention was signed, and therefore was entitled to the 
•benefit of the amnesty there promised. The Attorney ^Gen^ral 
^kclined to enter into the merits of the objection, and observed 
that it oould be of no avail because it was not brought fbrwxprd 
at that precise period of the pleadings whea th^ forms of 
the French courts required it. This observation c^tisfled his 
judges. They interrupted the Counsel in his defence, and 
refused to.list^ to his argument. The defection of ffey could 
jidtbe denied ;«*-be was declared guilty and punished, 

^Ith^ugh the highest cturt of judicatuj^e in France nSaeed 

to listen to the plea, it has been freely canvassed by the. whole 

of Europe, and has acquired such interest, that the author is 

. ^tempted, at the hazard of a very long note, to present the reader, 

fviththe si^bstance of what has been urged for and agaiast it. 
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XIII. The foreign troops shall not interpose 
any obstacles to the provisioning of the capital, 

On the first reading of the article, nothing seems to be clearer 
than thut it promises a universal oblivion of every thing which 
had occurred. The propriety of this is another question, whicli 
would adndit of much discussion, and against which the author 
wouid certamly be inclined to decide. " The inhabitaots, and 
in general all individuals, who shall be in the capital shall con- 
tinue to <njoy their rightn and liberties, without being dii^turbed 
or called to account, either as to the situations which they bdd, 
or may have held, or as to their conduct and political opimoQs.^' 
It is almbsrt impossible for language to be more cla^r^avd 
decisire. 

But it is fepUedy that the Capkulation of Paris related exclu- 
sivety to the military occupation of the city, and that the object 
of the 12th article was to prevent any measures of severity, under 
the military authority of those who made it, towards any persons 
in Paris on acCbunt of any conduct or poHtieal opinions. 

The answer to t\m is obvious : the military con^manders,- and 

no foreign power had any right to adopt measures of severity 

on account of political conduct or opimous. No law of nations 

ever did or can give to an invading general the right to judge 

' that conduct and those political opinions wUch havifr reference 

only to their own sovereign or government. The French hod »ot 

' tworn allegiance to the foragn powers, nor become amenable to 

tlfcir laws. The article therefore can have no reference to Ae 

' -Allied commanders. It refers to that power alone which bad the 

' ' right to punish, or it is altogether without meaning. 

'' Ififb^ asked what was the intention ^of the Commisstoners, 

the authored unable to give a satisfiftctory answer. Two of the 

^ "French Commissioners were calle<J to the bar of the P'eers, and 

""'twere ready to swear ttet it had reference to the return of the 

' Bbi^Hbons, and that this was expressly undeiistood at the time. 

• The Dulce of Wellington has uneqnivoaally stated ttait itirat 
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a&4 wilt prot^, oa tbe contrary, Ae mrrival' stud 
the free circulation of the articles which are 
destined far it. / ,. 

faerer injkeoded to preveat the French goareromenlt ijcom acting ^a 
ilplensecU 

. It hai becio urged that the King of Fnmce did not rd^ff tb«i 
ConYen;^iK»i« But be took ^vantage of it ; he entered his capital 
in consequence of it ; and he never disavowed it« Had the King 
ipeant tohav^ refused to ratify it, Paris sk^ould have beeyi fdaccd 
in the situation in which it was previous to the Convention : but 
when he was perieotly 4iware that Ae Convention was made in the 
iiapie of the Soveieigns,-^whc9 fac^ knew that he had empowered 
the gallant Generals to make what arrangements they thought 
proper,-— when he uttei»d not oiike expses^on of disapprobation 
^ut hunried on to take eveiy advantage •f the Treaty^ it was piti<* 
ful, it was disgraceful afierwards to plead that he ha4 not latit 
fed thf Treaty, and was not bound by its conditions)* 

The <{uestiDn derives additianal intere^ from what has since 
•conmd* LavalettethePo«tMa3ter*Gfinfinl,whowaslikewiaein 
Piaris^t the time of the Convention, waa accused of a trei^$owbte 
cpiMKmoa with the conspiracf of B«onapayt«, found guilty, and 
condemned i/o die. The King of Bavaria, to w]pm he was rela^ 
by inteonurriagi, interfered^ and demanded not mi»«fy the fuU 
and uQcon4itiop«l pard(w» of LAval«tte» but << his free wd entin 
acquittal in irirti»a o| Art. 12 of the CBtivention of the 
ad of July, wbich guaianteed the lives ^nd pivpertie^ of all 
t^ips^ th(^ in tVis^ who had taken any part in tbi re^ 
vplution,** 

This evident y« shews tbe intavpretation whiqb tkna af the 
coalesced tov^^mgo^ put ^ this article* Tha Frendi Court 
was staggered* Its desar^ of revei^ would not ,perml it ta 
rtfitifi^, ai^ it appi)9beiMled 9»any dangem in proceedi^^ ify^ 
on^ortiiHpMKly L#ir^|«tt9 ^ffktifdhu nicap^w tk$ night hf^r^kh 
ilg0oi^44fJiif4mtm.- ' I . ' 
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XIV. The present QQiivett^)i.»li4tll be <<»l»|ieNniad» 
«ni aiuAl flerre to reg^le^ Qn^ imitml tv^mw 

^_ '. . ^oL 

TThe following documents will put the reader in pb88e8gron~oF 
^ real merits of the caae, and will be perused with intefest b^' 
Ibe present generation and by the future faktorian. The^ author 
will only Temaiic that tbe question is not wheUier Ney deserved 
to die, but whether he justly suffered after the 12th article o^ 
tiie oonvoition. 

^e Marskoi Pirmte o/ike Moskwa to the Animisjadot^ i$f thi 
' Four Grand Allied Powers. 

^' ExcEiLEKCT, — It is at the last extremity, at the momenlf 
in wUdi the critical circum^ances to which I see mysdf reduced' 
leare me no longer but too feeble means of avoiding the ocA-' 
dition and the terrible danger of an accusation of the crime «C 
high treason^ 1^ I vesolve to have recourse to a legitimate ad^' 
dress to you, of wliidi the db^ect is as fellows : — 

I am sept before tbe diambtf of pieers by virtue of ao or& 
niMP^ce issued by tbe King on tbe litb instant, and aft^r a speech 
addressed to that chamber by his majesty'^ prime naiBftster. Hik^ 
imposing denunciation, and the consideratkins upon whic^ it is 
founded^ are of a vnture to ^ve me just apprehensions, Amwig 
t»ther motives for instituting my process, I have read with asto^ 
nisimient in that speech, ** that it was €t^m i» ^ wxm^ef 
Mnrope tbat6^ mimsters came to cosijureihe diamber^ and ta 
tequipe it t^ try bd^*' Such a declaration, suffinr me to observe* 
is irr^QondleaMe widi what has passed in these last periodb 
cifligiliitioii iQ Fiani^ I do not oonceive how the august Allies 
can he made to intervene in this «fiminal poFOceeding, once theif 
itegmoiiimty was generously oceupied wn^ the cai« of gnaraj^ 
teeing me against it, mad since a formal, saeved^ and iitiMible 
^oonventxQneustsupQDlbissiiiiject. ' 

Ifegu to reedlect that by the treaty of Faris'rf^ doth Mftyi- 
I»14, the high contracting parties ba4 formed attaUSaae^ wi*> 
^JMajesfy, LoiOsXyiU. Beiag iqfon&ed at Vienaa^n 4ti«r 
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witiltbe cxmolmkm «f peace. Incaisdorru^t^re, 
U murt be^denounoed in the^saal fermd^ at least 

ien days beforehand. 



Idth' March last, that the cause of legititnacy in France was 
threatened by the return of Buonaparte, they resolved lipon the 
bolemn compact of that day (13th March) in conjunction with 
the 'minbters of his Most Christian Majesty. In this compact 
ihe Alfied Sovereigns declared, * that they were ready to give 
to tht King of France and to the French nation the necessary 
succours to restore public tranquillity, and to make common 
cause against, those who should undertake to disturb it.^ 

In' the confirmatory compact of the 25th of the same month of 
"March, the high powers engaged solemnly to unite all their 
force to maintain in all their integrity the conditions of the treaty 
4/^ Pam against the plans of Buonaparte ; they promise to aei 
in common. They regulate the respective contingents, they pro- 
pose to march against the common enemy. In fine, his Most 
Christian Majesty was invited to give his assent to the said mea- 
sures, in case he should stand in need of the auxiliary troops 
that were promised him, &c. 

It results clearly from these different stipulations that all the 
armies of Europe, without distinction, have been the auxiliaries 
of the King of France, that they have fought in his direct in- 
terest for the submission of all his subjects. ' Victory soon de- 
cided in favour of the English-and Prussian amis united on the 
plains of Waterloo, and brought them under the walls of Paris. 
There remained, to oppose their ulterior progress, a corps of the 
French army which might have sold their lives dearly* A ni^o- 
tiation took place, and on the 3d of July a convention between 
the i wo parties was signed. The 1 3th article of which says ; 

*JPrivate persons and property shall be equally respected. The 
inhabitants, and in general all the individuals who are in the 
capital shall continue to enjoy their rights and liberties, without 
^ng disturbed or sought after for jBuny thing relating to the 
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•XV; I(difficuHies ariae m *he execution of any 
tone of the mticles of the present convenfim)^ tb* 

functions they occupy, or shall have occupied, or their conduct 
a n d tkeir peHUeal ^pim&M* - 

The coavention has been since ratified by each of the Alliefl 
Sovereigns as being the work of the two powers, at first delegated 
de facto. It has thus acquired all the force which the sacred 
right of nation^, the rights of nature, and of persons could ioor 
part to it. It is become the unalterable safeguard of all Frienchp 
men wImmu the misfortune of the troubles may have exposed evep 
to the legitimate resentment of their Prince. 

His most Christian Majesty positively acceded to it himself 
upon entering into his capital ; more than once he has invoked • 
the imposing authority of this political contract as an act indivisi^ 
ble in all its parts. 

Hence, Excellency, can it be doubted that I am justified 
as one of the persons for whom this stipulation was made, iu 
claiming the benefit of the 12th article, and the religious exe- 
cution of the guarantees expressed in it ? 

I presume, in consequence, te require expressly from your 
ministry, and from the august power in the name of which you 
exercise it, th€it you cause an end to be put, with regard to pie, 
to all criminal procedure on account of the functions which I 
filled in the month of March, 1815, qfmyamducty and of my 
political opinions* 

~. My state of isolation and abandonment is a reason for deter- 
mining your Excellency more readily to come to no^y succour 
and to enable me to enjoy, by your powerful mediation, the 
right I have acquired. 

If I bad not blindly relied on the word of so many Sovereign^ 
I should, in some unknown land, have made myself forgotten 
It is this august and holy word that has caused my security. — Can 
it be deceived ? I cannot believe so ; and I expect with confidence 
from your sense of honour, that you will grant me your powerful 
intervdition. 

Paris, Not. 14. (Signed) NTeV'.'' 
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TITS C^I^Vfii^TIOK 

ii)teip;fetotioaof ittbftll Im vm^ m faToprx>f Ibe 
FrtAcb army imd ^f tfee ci^ of Fari& 

s ' ' ■ ' '' *■' ' *»' 

«' Paris, Nov. U»;8Jl^ 

IVIoK^jifiUR L£M4Ej|;scH4L.rT-I hftv^ bad ^ bouom* ofiat^ 
i^iviog the Mo^ wbicb you addires^ to me op Ijbe ^h io^^tf 
r^tive to the operation 9f the capitulation of Paris in your 'Cpsc. , 

The €^t|u^)^pn of Paii# of A* 3d of Juljr ku*!, waswadebe- 
t^£^^ theCqi9i|)Ander^ipChi/0fof ib^ AUied and PniesiaDAniuei^ 
on the one part, ai|d the Pmce D*£ekJBA«hl, CwainApder m 
1^:|4«if pf ^ Fr^ch Ani^, oa the^^hBr, aad fdatod exc^NMoe^ 
ta the miiit4frp 0€4 m paikm o/Pari$. 

TV (^]J0cl of tht twelfth lurtide was to pieveBt aiyBuniBrref 
sererity, under the miliiary authority o/thae wka made it^ toi^ 
%fiwd$ any perscm- in Paris, on aocouut of way oftoes «heg? had 
HJl^coraay candiieftor p9liticalsipinioiiSQftbcicp ; Iratitnever 
<gas intowAwi, Mid never could be tateiidad to ppsn^Mit either tbt 
existing French govemmeBt, under wluse sutlioiity ^ Freaek 
ilommander in Chief jni^ hsveactod^ ev any frenA g^^varn- 
Bient .'wliMh mig^ succeed to it, ham acting iu this se^pectus it 
might seem fiti . - 

I have the httDoui^ to be, Monnenr le MEsMsdwI, 
Y^iur most ^sbadient hunUe ser*aaft» 
(Signed) Wsuiii^veir/* 

The f<41ovi9Bg ig the snhstauce of A» aiyument of Niyj^'soean* 
«d OA thiapoint. 

Ji^ff^ft^ of the MUHary Cmwention ofJufy S, 1815, imd the 
. TretOy of Nov. 90, 1815, reiaiive to the AccusatUm dg^^ivH 

tfanhtUNey. 

After tiie battle of Waterloo, the flight of Buonaparte and his 
abdication, the French army rallied under tlie wdls of Farb» 
vsM^ved to defend themsdves, and sell their Kres deuly to wImk 
ever should dare to attack them in their lines." 

Butaooa seme wise man sought to shake tills tcsolulMi, In 
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" XVI. The prefect convention is declared cofti- 
mon to all the Allied arniie», provided it be rati- 
fied fey the powers on which the^e are depe^dentv 

fepresenidttg to the chiefs that if a first adyaotage was probable, 
the superiority of numbers promised the foreigners a reyenge, 
which would have for its inevitable result, the ruin of Paris ai^ 
the massacre of its inhabitants. 

The generals of the allied troops likewise ccnisidered the exteu( 
of the loss which Fr^ch valour xedm^ed to despair mi^ht cause 
them; they MX the immense advantage of ^spuring withoii^ 
f^riking a blow, the possession of a city, which the taking hy 
main force would have cost enonnous sacififioe^. 

Neg<itiations w«re opened b^eei^ the commissioners oftl^ 
allied geMEals, provided with full powers on the one pairt, aud' 
oa ihe other, M^ Bigoo^ holding the portf oMo of finreign affirirs, 
M. Guilleminot, Chefde P etaU Wf^wf-Gepfii^l <rf the Frencl^ 
ampy, and M. de Bondy, Pre£^ of the Department of the . 
S^9e» who openl;^ amiouaced thei;r intention of treating for the 
i^tcarefat^ of the state, the army, and the city of Pans. 

The alUed genei^als did not dissiqiulate that their intention was 
Qot to conquer France^ but only to re-es^bfish the l^;itimate 
King op bis throne. The pvovisional government were perfectly 
acquainted that the King approached the capital* they knew too 
of the pradaaoation of the 35th June ; it had been eommunio^ted 
to tiie duMi^bers, inserted in the journals, and printed and posted 
ril over Paris. Ther^ was particularly remarked in it the follow«^ 
ii|g rt^WPge ;-^^^ Bi«t at preseoit when the powecfi:|l eficots of our 
Allies haye dis^p^^ the sat^lites of the tyraat, ^"ne hasten ta 
reenter ouif states ; to re-^es^blish thereiu the constitutign we had 
giv^ to FraDoes t^ ney^ir by all tfee means in our power tbe 
fi^.4^tbe lei^, and ef the war which was its necessary fcsuU ; 
lo vHMnp€^0 the ^od and put in executkm the txUtkig iavm 
against the guilty.** 

c-Ap^t^r pi9c)ii»a(i0»«. dated Ae Stth^^eqiMdif < tapoim at 
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^OO THE Convention 

XVII. Tke ratificiations Bhall be exchangecl to- 
morrow, the 4th of July, at six o'clock m the 
morning, at the bridge of Neuilly. 

Paris, contained the promise of pardon to all the French who had 
Hrayed^ hut it announced at the same time^ that some persons 
would be excepted from pardon. 

T^iese announced punishments^ these limitations to the am- 
nesty, in other respects promised with so much liberality, were 
. not of a nature to satisfy those who had taken part in the revo- 
lution, and who were then in the possession of the citiI and mi- 
litary government of France. The chiefs of the army would 
^ve preferred perishing a thousand times with arms in their 
hands, to preserving their lives for the melancholy prospect of a 
. criminal tribunal. The heads of the government and the func- 
tionaries attached no less importance to the point of sheltering 
themselves from all re-action. 

To dissipate all fears in this respect, and inspire all minds with 
^^onfideace, an article was inserted in the convention, which 
. runs thus : — ^In like manner shall be respected persons and 
private property. The inhabitants ^ and in general^ all the indivi- 
duals who are in the capital shall continue to enjoy their righfs 
and liberties, without being troubled or sought ajier in any 
THING relative to the functions which they occupy, or shall have 
occupied, or for their conduct or political opinions. 

For greater security, article 13 was added, stating, that jf 
any difficulties should arise as to the execution of any of the ar- 
ticles of the present convention, they should be interpreted tn 
favour of the French army and the city of Paris, 

Marshal Ney was evidently included in the terms of article 12 ; 
he was an inhabitant of Paris, he had his residence there in law 
and in &ct ; he exercised functions there,, he belonged to the 
army. ^ ' ^ 

• Accuaodj he iiwokes the benefit of this article. 
: f- JBvititis <^;\jec^to hin^^tba^ « the King had npt r^tiiSe^the 
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OF PABIS. 30t 

XVIII. Commissiotiers ^hali be named by the 
respective parties, in order to watch overtbeexer 
cution of the present contentiOD. 

<:onvention of the 3d of July, that the stipulation written in artic^ 
12 only expressed a reDunciation of the high powers an their own 
account of troubling any person whosoever in France, oii account 
of his conduct or political opinions, and that they had ^no 
intention to interfere in any way with the acts of the King's go- 
vernment. 

This reply made to the lady of Marshal Ney, does not solve 
the difficulty. 

The high powers could not renounce on their own account any 
inquiry after any person whatever in France, on account of his 
conduct or political opinions, unless they actually possessed the 
right to make these inquiries. 

We undoubtedly cannot renounce any right whatever, excepts 
ing, as far as we have acquired it, and we can only pardon as far 
as we were able to punish. JEjus est permittere cujus est votare. 
Ejus est no//e, qui potest velle, — L. iii. ff, de reg. Jur. Quod 
quis si velit habere non potest^ id repudiare non potest, — L. 
CLXXiv. ff. de reg. Juris. Is potest y repudiare qui et ac- 
quirere potest, — L. xviii.' ff. de acquirendd vel omittendd 
hereditate. 

There is likewise a prineiple of the rights of men, that 
*♦ foreign nations ought not to interfere in the inteiior govern- 
ment of an independent state. It is not for them to judge be- 
tween the citizens whom discord induces to fly to arms, nor be- 
tween the Prince and the subjects ; the two parties are equally- 
foreign to them, equally independent of their authority^ it re- 
mains for them to interpose their good offices for tht re-establish- 
ment of peace, and natural law invites them to it. — Vattel . lib. 
III. cap. 18. sec. 29^. 

Thus the high powers had only the rights of -war in the country 
whi^h the force of arms placed in their power, btit they had not 
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Done aiad sigtied at St Cloud, is tripHcate/by 
^ commtesioiMrs &bove niiini^d^tfae ifiay Mid yeaf 

before mentioned. ^ — 

The Baron Bignon, 

Count GutLI^BlilNOT) 

Count Dfi BoNBt-, 

The Baron Db Mu j^fLivg, 

F. B. Hbrvey, Colonel. 

(according to the law of nations) the power of judging the con- 
duct and the political opinions of the citizens who had taken 
part in the revolution. 

This principle was well known on the part of the plenipoten- 
tiaries who concluded the convention of Paris, it is therefore im- 
possible to understand Art. 12 in the sense which the high powers 
understood it, viz. renouncing a right which they had not. 

But the King of France was their Ally ; it was in his holj 
cause that they had taken arms ; they acted for him and his name. 
*the proclamation of Ihe 25th of June and the treaty of &e 20th 
November leave no doubt in tlus respect ; it cannot therefore be 
•aid, that the convention of the Sd July was not binding on the 
King of France. 

His majesty, always great and generous, Juid not wished t9 
unite his arms nor those of his family to the instruments wl^cl^ 
Providence had made, use of to punish treason* ^ but ihe Allied 
GeneM^f whose powerful ejforts dissipated the satellites i{f the 
tyrant^y had necessarily, with the power of acting offensively in 
the interest of the allia/ncef and what the lawyers catl casus fee- 
ierisf the power of making capitulations and truces, whicli m 
itoppihg tlie effusion of blood, would naturally hasten the epocn 
of the pacification and return to order. Otherwise, and if we 
only suppose them to possess the first of these powers without 

iidmitting the second, it follows, that war once com^encea 

^ — i: , _ ,.- ^ — 1.:: ^ — 
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dF PARIS, 

'litis coirrentioti batr been ut^mtfy CM^wie^ as, 
iB&^aynmwMe to the Fretich &tmy. It satisftai 

could otily terminate with Utie extinc^dn of all the combatants ; a 
principle too tepvgnant to the ngbts of nations, to humanity » 
ind above all, to the pi^rnal sentiments of his Majesty for his 
people. , 

Hhis, the same generals who had the power of attacking the 
French army and taking Paris in case of resistance, had certainly 
th)ft right of granting the clauses of a convention which sparrf 
the city the hofTors of a siege, and the consequences of being; 
t^ken by ^toiln* 

*^ Since a general and a commandant of a place ought naturally 
to be provided with all the powers necessary for the exercise of 
their functions, we have a right to presume that they have these 
powerd, and that of concluding a capitulation is certainly of the 
number, especially when the orders of the sovereign cannot be 
wmted for. The treaty which they shall make on this subject 
will be valid, and will bind the sovereigns in whose name and 
authority the respective commanders acted." — ^Vattel, Lib, IIL 
Art. 16. § ^61. 

Will it be said that this convention was ihade with rebeb ? If 
to, it would not be the less a treaty, a faith swom, and an obliga* 
tory convention. Let us hear what Vattel says on the subject.— • 
•* The most certain means^ of appeasing seditions, and at the 
same time the most just, is that of giving satisfaction to the people^ 
and if they have risen without a cause, which^ perhaps, never 
%dppenei, we ought, as we have observed, to grant an amnesty to 
the greater number. As soon as the amnesty is published and 
accepted, all the past ought to be buried in oblivion ; no one 
bught to be troubled for what he had done relative to the 
commotions. And in general, the prince, a religious observer of hii 
word, ought to keep all he has promised even to the rebels, by, 
whom 1 understand those who had revolted without r^SPn.o^ 
aWessit^. If ^U^n4s^ are not Uitioli^ Jb^ra w^^be xiot 
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not thoM smgmogry mea ii^ luiAatttidf tttfrfjMie 
immediate overtbrow and destfuctioii af tb^ f^m 



longer any aafety far the rebels ia treating with him. A» 
as they have drawn . the sword they must throw .away tfie 
sheath, asan old author observed. The Prince will be wantiimp 
in the gentlest ^and most salutary means of appeasing a revolt, and 
there will only be left to him to put it down, and to eKtermiaate 
the revolters. Despair will render them formidable, while com^ 
passion will procure them aud, increase their party, and the stiute 
will find itself in danger. What would have become of France 
if the l^eaguers had not been able to confide in the promises of 
Henry the Great ?"— Vattel, Book III. ch. 18, sect. 291. 

Will it still be said that Article 12 is out of the ordinary terms 
of a Capitulation ? 

We reply no, because the parties only capitulate to save their 
lives and liberty, and it wonld not be 9aving them, to exchange 
the chance ,of a cannon ball for the expectation of the gallows^ 
to stipulate for ck partial and temporary Amnesty, pf use to-day, 
and of no value to-morrow ; binding on the Allies, from whom 
they had nothing to fear, and without effect, as to the King of 
France, who alone had the right of punishing legally. 

In the secopd place we reply, that "^f it happen in the con- 
ferences for a Capitulation that one of the Commandants inusts 
on conditions which the other does not think it in his power to ' 
grant, they have one step to take, which is to agree on a snspeo^ . 
sion of arms, during which all things shall remain in their pre^ 
sent state until superior orders are received."— -Vatt^l, Book 
III. ch. l6. seict. 262. Now nothing of this kind was don^ \^ 
cause the Allied Generals knew well that they had full powem 
from the King of France to save Tiis capital^ even at the priee qf 
his most just resentments. 

Thus when his Majesty entered Paris amidst the livjdy acf 
clamations of a people intoxicated with tbe hi^ppinets, of ae^iqg; 
him i^n^ he did not disavow the Convention of the ad Jukr« 
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liNitniift g0¥ern*tnent, the conflagration of the ca- 
pttai}, and the massacre of the whole army, but 

.. •^' . t l- j i.. . ■ ^ , I, I . ,m m , ,.ti. 

iH^h it is to be presumed, his Majesty would not have' fai1^< 
t» have'dtne, if his intention had not been, in profiting by the 
l^enefitsof the Conveiition, to carefully maintain all the'stipu^ 
lations. " We have shewn," says Vattel, " that the State cannot 
be bound by an agreement made without its order, and with- 
out authority on its part ; but is it absolutely bound to nothing ? 
that is what we have to examine. If the things still remain in 
statu quo, the State or the Sovereign can simply disavow the 
Treaty, which falls to the ground by this avowal, and is per^ 
fectly as if it had not been made ; but the Sovereign ought to 
manifest his will as soon as the Treaty comes to his knowledge ; 
not, in fact, that his silence can give force to a Convention which 
ought to have none without his approbation, but there would be 
- badfistith m leaving the time to the other party to execute on bis 
part an agreement not intended to be ratified." — Vattel, Book 
11. chap. 16, sect. 212. 

Now the fact is that his Majesty has not disavowed £he Con- 
ventioh of the 3d July, after being tnade acquainted with it. 
Not only his Mi^estj has not disavowed the ConvenUon of the 
3d July, but it may be said that his Government sufiered and ^ 
procured its execution in what concerned the retreat of the amiy 
behind the Loire, and remitting the arms of Paris and Vincen- 
nes ; and that he has claimed its execution in the interest of the 
monuments, whose preservation was stipulated for to the profit 
of the City of Paris, &c. ficc* 

WHl it be objected that these partial executions do not bear 
on Aptkle 12? We briejiy* reply, that Conventions are in* 
divisible ; that we cannot rescind the <iispositi(C^s, or reject one 
and xetain another, because they altogether form the general con- 
dition under which the contract was made, and without which 
it would not have been made, 

•If t&e Allied Oeo^rali had not granted Article 19 wt s|;Kottld 

VOL. II, X 
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k^^tty ctmmd^i^te permn tibgardkd it as iM MtaMi» 
Utitms ^eof of the enligfateiied policy, mwettmi 
Ibe distinguiisrfie4 huffianity^ of tbe Altied^ €iw»^ 
manders. 

' Tfe^r grand object was obt^ned, and it was 
db1£tiiied in the best possifote way to secure tbe 
itetAMation of Lewis and the permanence of his 
thmne* The capitid had been cdm{detdy 
tetifimkfttd b^ the innuBEierable troops of bds 
allies, but the pec^le had sulKes^d comparsiirdy 
little. Their ifears were excited and thsey would 
pause ere they opp<^ed much resistance to fte 
future designs of the conqu^orors; but no irfe«- 
eoitcileable hatred, no unconquerable deeare tif 
revenge, had befen generated. On the C€» 
trltry, admiration alid gra:titude were nrin^ed 
with alarm and terror. The Parisians were in a 
disposition to be moulded to any purpose whi^ 
the oonquercHTS might direct^ J^t b$d HieAilitB 
eirtered mer iSne smoking ruins of the etpita)^ an 
abhorr&nce of tibe name of the Bourbons would 
have iilled the bosom of the remaining wretched 
iiiliabHants, the fugitives would have carried the 

I II I - I II ■ I m\ t . 11 ■ I m' iiJ I I ii ) i mum 

have ibught ; t50,OOO men would hare loit thd^r fives, "and* ¥^ 
wmild havfe be^ tak^ pillaged^ fmrnt^ aad deiti:oj«L AE 
{hate tdiseriei are spared by the Conventioti^ and il it te^lbtfn 
^eceasarsr to subscribe, to au Anne^» Wfaich^ itt.the ipo|^ 
could only benefit a ftwindividualsy we tnay easily consble oiuv 
selves on reflecting on all the calamities ivhich ' tiie V^jt*ctt</n. 
iof Arti|cJe lift^wtmSl inevitably havt produced* " ' ^ ^^ ^ V '-^ 
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Mole li^liog into eveiy d9pia4iii^at9 ^y would 
hmyHrmvmed the wbcje pqpulatioa to nes^eaiu^ 
mA. da Juteratiinable war would ba?^ bem 
kindled. 

It bas been «atd tbal ^ army was rtoo bq« 
.i^urably li'eated, and taibimld bave»beeii:nia4e pi?i« 
tfoaters e^ war. Not to uFge Ihat an ai^qc^ whteb 
by ito comiagie and devoticoi on the .bloody fif^ 
ckf W^jterieo bad excited tbe nmrmeBt adowatioil 
of jtfae eiiemy* and whose resistanee wias nvw 
mnco €te»tijiate in proportion w itp^ituoitiop bc^ 
eame critical and desip^iate, deserved some ite- 
4)oirabie oonsideraston ; it insufficient to ask, in 
what way it co(uld ha?e bejen compelled to sub- 
bkU to tbi« disgtsaoe? Jl would neve^ haw^on* 
mitted to Its own diabonoitf:, fi^d from the un- 
fibd^en«e0ol^tion witb whieb it now foi^ight, .the 
iMUm siigfat jud^ of what it -was capabJ^, wfaetn 
^ivim^o daspair^, 

IffA.merely tbe araiy , but ^tbe federates and tbe 
iua^fiiftl :g«9a«i would iB^Ym hme cpi^s^^ to 
Mipudatioiwig^iifigradmg to firaufle^ PRbay ;wadd 
ihatvte uiUNaiiiiioiigAyiand eRgwly joioed Uie.raaks of 
tbe jnegidar trof^ ; aad in Jthe saogpipary m- 
^AMiftters wbirib mnst ba^e folbwedi all the ad- 
^^mntagfa Mfbiob 'th6 j^Ui^es bad akeady gained 
would have heen bas^arded . Fifty thousand regu- 
iai* ^md iFeterisin troops> and an equal number of 
;4^i*iaj*i«,;itol»ftd ^ith all tbe ener^gi^s pf despair, 
ini^t baKFie jwwri^ inKipqible ; oarbad ^y b^n 

x2 
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308 THE CONVfiNTION OF PARIS. 

conquered, they would perished within the vorjr 
walls of the capital which they had sworn to de- 
fend, they woul(| have perished encompassed by 
its ruins ; and amidst the scenes of pillage and 
confusion which must have ensued, the discipline 
of the Allied troops would have been destroyed, 
their corps would have been separated, the name 
of the Bourbons 'won Id have been held in univer- 
sal execration, one glowing and inextinguishable 
spirit of revenge would have animated the wfrole 
of France, and the conquerprs must ultimately 
have been cut off in detail. 

To force the army to an unconditional surren- 
der was impracticable without a horrible effusion 
of blood, and even the hazard of defeat ; to com* 
pel them to cut their way to tl^e position to which 
they wished to retire, would have CQSt the lives of 
thousands; and they who escaped would carry 
with them hatred and defiance : but by permitting 
them to retire peaceably and with honour, their as- 
perity would be sqftened ; and, removed from the 
defence of the capital, and the mmediate presence 
of the government, their zeal would soon begin 
to relax, no common object would hold them tch 
gether, desertion would rapidly thin theit ranks, 
and the remnant would speedily submit to the 
monarch whom they could no longer oppose. 

The result of the affair justified the policy of 
the Allied commanders. The provisional gavem- 
ment was deprived of its only support, and 90011 
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resigned the su{Mreine power ; the chambers sepa- 
rated without resistance, and in five days the 
monarch entered the city, not only unopposed, 
but welcomed by the joyful acclamations of 
thousand^ who did not before dare to avow their 
loyalty. 

The inhabitants of Paris had during the morn* 
ing been a prey to the most anxious and gloomy 
suspense. The shops had been shut, every street 
was thronged, the most valuable property of many 
who were preparing to fly from the impending 
ruin was packed up, and as the fortune of the day 
declared against the French, and crowds of fu- 
gitives pressed towards the gates, despair began to 
take possession of every heart. But no sooner 
was it proclaimed that' the Allies had agreed to a 
suspension of arms, and that the city was guaran- 
teed from pillage and destruction, than the most 
frantic joy succeeded. The Boulevards were in- 
stantly crowded, and groups of dancers filled^ 
every walk. 

Very different were the feelings of the anny. 
They had been kept in ignorance of the determi- 
nation of their Generals to abandon a city which 
they could no longer defend, and cut their way 
through the enemy's lines, and with a devotion 
which the most prejudiced must respect, they 
had identified their own existence with the deli^ 
yerance of Paris from the power of the invader. 
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ITbey desired of suceessy but they Iiad resc^^il 
to perish at their posts. Their first seMtttieni 
was deep mortifficatioii when they teamed, that 
fhe city was to be snrremlered withcmt fwther 
straggle. To this rapidly sneceeded <!he most nn^ 
governable indignation. They declared that they 
would not respect a convention which again be- 
trayed the capitsd^ of the French mrticm into the 
hands of foreigners. Numerous battalions preeipi« 
tated themselves on the ont-posts of the AlHes, and 
attafcked them with the greatest fary, tod d^in^x 
the night and the succeeding day^ the cannon cen* 
tingled to fire from several of the b^ighti. Bui 
the Allies .had been prepared for dn e^^ploston 
like this, and satisfied with the asBdrance of the 
French ofiicers, that every effort was made to pre* 
vent these outrages, am^ that they wOuld speedify 
cease, nobly contented themselves with repeUing 
the attack ^ritb as little bloodlshed as possible, and 
wi(ho«t taking that dreatcMul advantage of the in* 
cKscipline and folly of the assailants which tibey 
might have done. 

The superior officers were indefatigable in Aeir 
endeavours to recall the troops to their duty.-i- 
They represented that the coiw^ntibn was most 
honourable to them ; that it recognised their va- 
lour, and compromised not their reputation ; that 
by their present condfict they could effect nog^ood 
purpose, and might endanger the safety of l9le 
tity ; but thaty retiring behind the Loii^ with all 
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llieir maiteriely they would again present a for*, 
middle front to the enemy, and might y^t be ser- 
jriceabjie to their country. 

,. ^y degrees the troops began to feel the pro- 
^ety of these representaticHia, and their attacks 
QH the eneBQ^y ceased. Preparations were now 
made to fulfil the coavention, and the different re* 
giments began to put themselves in motion tp 
^tacuate the city ; but during the who^ of tli^ 
4tli the streets were crowded with intoxiicated 
iBoldiers, who insulted every one whom they 
imagined had been concerned in the convention, 
-ai^d threatened those with instant death who would 
pot join in their furious cries of ^^ The Eipperor 
for ever T* 

The Federates were yet more tumultuous and 
more dangerous. They vented not their rage on 
the enemy, but seemed determined to discharge its. 
full fury on those who had disgraced their country 
by the surrender of the metrc^olis. They pe- 
remptorily refused to lay down their arms, and 
assembled on the bridges and in the squares, wan- 
tcMaJy firing on «very one whom they suspected, 
and alo9ost on every passenger. It seemed as if 
the ci^ was delivered from the fear of foreign 
outrage, to suffer more horrible calamities from 
its own misguided inhabitants. 

For a while the destruction of the capital ap- 
l^ved uvevitable, but the national guard acted 
wi^l nu^flt exemplary firmnesi. Every man a^ 
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peared at his proper r^nde^voiis, and tiurty tbov^ 
sand armed citizens were presently asseu^Ted**^ 
Their peaceable, yet determined coaduct awtd 
the refractory bands, and preserved the city frem 
pillage and destruction. I 

Early on the next day it was reported that the 
Prussians had sacked and burned Malmaison, one 
of the fevourite palaces of Buonaparte. The in- 
dignation of the troops was again excited, many 
of the officers sanctioned and increased rather 
than endeavoured to repress their violence, 
and they flocked to the Thuilleries, determined, 
tiiat since the palace of their Emperor had been 
wantonly destroyed, the palace which Lewis in- 
tended to inhabit should not escape* The fede- 
rates hastened to the assistance of the troops, and 
all the neighbouring squares were filled with sol- 
diers and artisans, breathing vengeance against 
the Bourbons and their Allies. 

The national guard was undismayed. It occu- 
pied in great force every avenue to the palace; 
and by entreaties and by force dispersed the as- 
sailants, and once more saved the city. Consi- 
derable bodies of troops now began to evacuate? 
the capital. The regiments of the imperial guard 
marched through the suburbs towards the place 
of their destination without uttering a word ; but 
a settled and ferocious gloom shewed the mortifi- 
cation which they felt, and how eagerly they 
longed to retrieve their disgrace by the destruction 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE PARtSIAK54 0X3 

ef tbe invaders* Some of the ether regiinento 
could' not repress their favourite cry of **The 
Emperor for ever V^ and as they passed the o«t* 
poets of the Prussians wantonly fired on them. 
Fortunately they did little execution. The fire 
was not returned, and the hostile araiies w6re 
soon widely separated. 

Little alteration i¥as made in the disposition of 
the different political factions by the capitulattoil 
of the city. Although deprived of their chief 
support, the constitutional party relaxed not in its 
zeal; The representatives continued their deli* 
beratioRS on tJae constitution which was to be 
presented to the elected Prince. Although the 
city had capitulated, and foreign troops were 
aibout to take possession of it ;— -although the 
King had arrived within twenty miles of the ca* 
pital, «md nearly a million of soldiers were hasten* 
ing from every quarter forcibly to reinstate iiini 
on the throne and to stifle air opposition, not one 
. tnember in either of the chambers proposed or 
hinted at the restoration of the monarch, nor in 
the streets of Paris was scarcely a single voice 
heard to welcome his approach, or demand his 
recall. A reliance on the patriotism and wisdom 
of the government, and an indifference to events 
over which they were now deprived of the power 
of executing any control, took possession of every> 
mind, and the gena^al mass of the population 
awaited the result, without any tumultuous ex- 
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preasioa of their wishes, and ahnoat without eioo* 
tiim. ^ 

- The proirisional goveromeiil publkhed a pro- 
elamatioa, stating the motives by which they 
were actuated m the surrender of the city, — agaiti 
asserting their confidence in the promises of the 
Allies, and their conviction that the liberties and 
dearest interests of France would not be sacrir 
ficedr-urging the citizens to peace and unanimity 
*^but speaking in the nsost general and vague 
terms of the form of government, and the Prince 
who was to reign*. 

^ pRaCJLAMitTIOK OF THE CoiflUSSlOM 09 GU>VBBVilBVr tO 
THE FSENCH. 

Frenohiiieii i-^^In the diAcuU circmnttonceg ia wlndi the itim 
"of the state were confided to us, it was not inouv power to mast^ 
.tiie course <^ events, and to. remove all dangers; but it beoanoe 
•0Ttr duty to defend the interests of the people and of the armjr, 
equally oomproinised in the cause af a prince; alw«idooed by kx* 
tens and A% aaisanal wiH. h 

It becameour duty to preserveto tbecaaniby the predcma re* 
mains of those brave legions whose courage is superior to ravemest 
«nd who have been the victims of a devotedness wliich the country 
now claims. 

It became «ur duty to guarantee the eapital from the horrafs 
ttt^mg^ and the chances ci a battle; tomaiBlain llie piA^ 
tnnquiUity in the raidst^ftbe tumult and a^^tations of wai; to 
aupport the hopes of the friends of liberty, in the midst of the 
fears and inquietudes of a suspicious foresight ; above all it be* 
came omr duty to stop the useless efiusion of blood. It was n^ 
cmBgy to obtaiu an assured national ^nstence, or ta run die risk 
•f exposiqg ^e country and its citizens to a general mihjmi^ 
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The YepreMi^tatiTieft took a more deeided patCi 
aiHt ;mbli«hed a declaration to the people, tiie 

«< ■ ■>■ ! ' «■ .11. . ■ " i I 

None of tbe means of defence which time and our wmnnxM^ 
allowed, nothing that the sendee of the camps and of the city re- 
quired was neglected. 

While the pacifi<^tion of the west was finishings plenipoten- 
tiaries' Impaired to the allied powers, and all the documents of 
tiietr negotiation have been had before yotir representatives.. 

The fiite of tlte CAjpiM w settled hy a eoBventioa. ha mha^ 
Utants, whose firmness^ couragje, and perseverance wat above all 
praise, form its guard. 

The declarations of the Sovereigns of Europe should inspins 
too much confidence^ their ptomiseshave been too solemn to ex« 
cfto;«lrar1liatoiir fiiberCieaaMl oar deare^ intererts can be sa- 
criftoedl to victory* 

In a wordy we shall leceive guarantcet which wiUpseveattKoaei 
alternate and temporary triumphs of factions that have agitated 
tis for five and twenty years, which will terminate our revolution^ 
axid confound in a Common protection all the parses to which it 
has given bfrfh^ and aU those which it has combatedL ^ 

The gaarautecs- whidk Mdierlo hove only existed hr euv pci»* 
cipka and in oimp comiage^ we shall find in oar lawsy aor consti*^ 
tution, and in crar repc^entative system ; f<» whatever may be 
the intelligence, or the personal qualities of the monarch, they are 
not sufficient to put the people out of the reach of the oppression 
^ p*6wer, fiy pnrjudices of pride, the injtagtice of courts, and 
the aaabiliOti of oMnrtieta. 

Fienehmctti t peace is necessary to your commepee, to yoiir 
arts, to the amelioration of your manners, to the develq[>ement 
of your remaining resources ; be united, and you reach the end 
of your miseries* The repose of Europe is insepaniUe ftom 
yoMr's. Etnrope is interested hi your tranquillity and yomr faap<« 
piness. 

(Signed) Tbe Duke of Otranto, Piendent*'^ 
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boldness, patriotism, and independence of which 
entitle it to a place in this work. The chamber 
of representatives which existed under the second 
usurpation of Buonaparte has been stigmatized 
as composed entirely of factious characters, and 
fit associates of the tyrant whose sway they owned ; 
but when the future historian relates that they 
were as freely chosen, and might be conceived as 
fairly to represent the national will as any as- 
sembly which France had known-^when he re- 
counts the venerable and illustrious names which 
it boasted — when he records the bold and inde- 
pendent spirit which it exhibited at the very com- 
mencement of its sittings, and the dignified and 
fearless attitude that it afterwards assumed, and 
which it defeated the plots of those who would 
have restored the ancient despotism of Napoleon, 
or deluged France and Europe with blood ; imd 
when he adds that it now devoted itself 4o the per- 
fection of some liberal and wise constitution,though 
surrounded by foreign bayonets, and threatened 
-with vengeance by the monarch who was about to 
re-ascend his throne ^ when the historian records, 
these circumstances, he will rescue them from 
undeserved contempt and censure, and do a tardy 
justice to their merits. 

Their declaratipn was as follows, and was car- 
ried by a division, of four hundred and forty-eight . 
to thirty*fi)ur: 
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*' The troops of the allied powers are ^botit (6 
occupy the capital . 

" The chamber of representatives will 'never- 
theless continue their sittings in Paris, where 
the sovereign will of the people has called' its 
representatives. In the present critical situa- 
tion of affairs the chamber owes to itself, to 
France, and to Europe, a declaration of its senti- 
ments and principles. 

" It makes th^ most solemn appeal to the fide- 
lity and patriotism of the Parisian national guards 
charged with the protection of the national repre- 
sentation. 

" The chamber declares, that it reposes with 
unlimited confidence on the honour and magnani- 
mity of the Allied Powers, and on their respect for 
the independence of the nation, sO unequivocally 
expressed in all their different manifestoes. 

" The chamber declares, that the government 
of France, whoever may be its chief, ought to 
comply with the wishes of the nation, legally ex^ 
pressed, and so to arrange with the other govern- 
ments as to form a general guarantee for the main- 
tenance of peace between France and Europe. 

" The chamber declares, that a monarch cannot 
offer any real guarantee, if he does not swear to 
observe the constitution iramed by the national 
representation, and accepted by the people ; it 
iiehceiollows that every government which sbouM 
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baiie^iHl otbartitleSftbaii the acckmfttfaiosMid'wyi 
af a pitrt}s or which should be imposed ibyifiitme^ 
jeTery^vernaient which should not adopt iiheiuu 
li^iid qolours and iK>t guarantee 
' ** The liberty of citineoS) 

^ The equality of civil and political ngi^ 
. *^ Tbe liberty of the press, 

*' The liberty of worship, 

** The representative system, ^ 

*^ The free consent of the rqpfeseatatlvas to tte 
levying of n^n and texes, 

" The responsibiiity erf minimis, 

" The irrevocability of the sale of najl^mid-pfi»« 
perty t^f every description, 

*' The invioiabtlity of all kinds #f|n*op^rti^, 

^^ The abolition ^f tithes, 
: ^' The abolition of the ancient>nobilityt.ai|d tlKf 
new hereditary uobility, and of feudal iM*^ 

y *♦ TJje entire oblivion. of all political jopimiofii 
and votes t0 ihe present momont, . < . 

*' The institution «f the legi^m pf hoiywn, ,: 
: "*' The rewfutds due to ;the officers and soldifflBfi 
and the relief required by their widows iiw4 
ehM^e^, ' 3 .: 

'' The mstittttion of judoi, 

^^ The irremovability of the judges^ and ^ 
, " Tte pa3PmaeLt.of t|ie {>iibli? deirt^ f^vwy ijgP!- 
m^wximt wbMi moyM^ pot gu^M?aint<eo^;t^^ 
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Atflf^ woQid have only an ephaneral eKlgtenoe^ 
and. would ner^r secure the tranquillity of F!raiiee 

^* The chamber finally declarea, that if die baMS 
specified in this declaration be disregarded or tIo^ 
lated, the representatives of the nation deem it 
their sacred duty to protest inifaeface of the whole 
world agfainst the injustice and usurpation ; and 
they confide the defence of the sentiments which' 
they now jnioclain to all good Frenchmen) to alt 
generous hearts, to all enlightened minds, to all 
men jealous of their liberties, and, in fine, to all- 
gesieratieias. 

(Signed) LAKmiNAis, President/,' 

Mnbfa surprise has been expressed -tiiat as soon 
as the city had surrendered, and it was kaiowii 
that Lewis was approaching the capital, and that 
im return could not be prevented, some respect^ 
ful missimi was not sent to invite him to resume^ 
Wi withfority, or to endeaVour to extort from him 
concessions favofurable to liberty. The explano^ 
.tion i^^^tlsy. The ^ench army had been allowed 
ffirec day? to evacuftte the city, and during that 
ftitenral k displayed «o tumultuous a spirit thtft 
Ifee discussion or simple proposition of a treaty 
y^ith the Bourbons 'would have excited them to 
outrage, would have led to some desperate atteiiipt 
ii^lt(st%e chambers, or some ^agran* violation 
Wlhe^-cvtffenfibn by a torious Stttacli: ^on i^ 
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^No^^oner.^fttie fi9rn^.d^^€;|i94knrib9rfljM 

l|9i|g!|edrApi €«iii|dfite tfa0.j)omkit^i(fa»if^^ 
hf^t^nw^ttdfirti to moctfi^ 1 Jn tnro oo tfMr«e #pM«) 
t^r tWjpQiiip9 rwould have teiiMttited t* rbut;ov|tlMn 
V vy: 4fl^ .w^Mfih Mitceeded i tW dotr^t »fc the ^ttltsiL 

vtfbytioa 'of all tlmr prMumsi bad^ detaaiaiiMt'' 
to n»n0tate Lewie on the tbjrOndMii^tbotiliuafiji'' 
of the festrictioas which hm sibjtekiMwndd ' 
bare wished to impose upoti him. >Oii the ^Mt^* 
dayiithedoorsoftfa^e chambers <rem dosed agHitliiH 
tbbmenbers, aiidtheiiMmarcbeiitered^h^oapiii^i:' 
and took possession of the gdverBment. * W is^t 
th€9*efere uDJust to charge them wi4ln the* (mM^f 
siott. of that, which they* bad no opp^ tanity "to^tet^-^^^ 
ecute. The presence of the arm^ , atid itbe Jtuiii|iU|9i 
of-the federates, rendered it i m p o s s ible^ immedi ' - 
attly to recall tb^ moaarcb, of to eater in^He^ 
gotiations with him, and that restraint wai'*fe<j'^|* 
fiobner removed, than, before they had time to give* 
the most distant intimation of their wjsties^oj: i^-r j 
teut^ppp^. the .King was forced upon jthem by- f<^ 9^ 
re)i9B;bayofi«4s* / 

Wbat tbqf would have done when the model of * ' 
the constihifibn was completed cannot certainly ^- 
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hto 4mtmim4. Om ibiiig however it und^ 
btobit, llMt the BoutImmm were h^ firott popultfr 
itt lb«<lteiiiiMM> ia J^Aiit, or in Frtiiee. An in* 
ftJU^tiitttii to tb^ goreraaent, amonrtiDg idiMit 
toJMlTid^ pervaded die whole populatioii. It bed 
heett pridhiced bjr the teKHevideirt design of Aml 
fmAj And courti^*8 of Lewie to dieposifeni the 
new proprieton of the netional pit^perty, to pnnish 
all the principal actors in iht rerolation, and to 
estebliriitl»oldr«ig'tiM;and it had not been less* 
eoed when it was perceived that Lewis was still 
Sttrrsanded by all his former evil counsenors with 
the exception d Count Blacas, diat his declara- 
tions breathed the deadliest revenge i^fainst die 
absltors of Ni^crfeon, among whom had been in- 
dnded die far greater number of the citizens, and 
that he was closely following the troops of the in- 
vad«s, determined to resume the crown by their 
assistancet whatever might be the wishes or die 
repngaanoe of his subjects*. 

^ A ftate paper hm JBst ttaospiridy thivwiiig iudi knportsnt 
Sglit mk tbe transactioiis of tbt x)«nod t» wfaicb the stetttioa of 
IhtrMder has been dire<^ed,an4 so strongly coD(irmiiif( the accooat 
which i hare g^ven of the causes and progress of the revolutMm 
in Fran^ in IS15, that I cannot resist the temptation of makiiig 
aoDMOonet^enihle extracts from it< It is entitied ^ A Rcportmadt 
hj M. Pozzo di B<Nrgho, the present Russian minisler aft^ tlia eoart 
«f Kraoce^ to the EmperiKof all the lUissias, iipw tl»«eiiial«Mi 
aTFrance.*' December, 1815. It shouldbe added that the RiMian 
IGnister in England has denied its attthoiitf : bat it wit 

▼OL. II. r 



Digitized by 



Google 



$S!t poLKrr of. 

If ^he AUieB bad ktf«lkewiMdeflm aiid«altap<9ei» 
pesiki {KTomises, imd bad respected • tbfe in^ 
pend^ice 0f Ae French eboice) aod Leirii;wou}d 
&«ve sepamAedliiQiself from biB evil ^Qans^tows^ 

•idered as genoine in the political eirclcs 0i "Pw^r-f^^^J^ 
%Mrottli7 4ie4ftlinti ollhe pfofoiiD4^t fltate^iieii. , -. -, .^ 

« ili4taf«i«g a comivmoo b^itve«i fi^ ^tate .of the pwt>% 
ifmA piieraUingia France at the period of the landing of the 
ttsurpev, wnd that which prevails at present^ it is i^lmost impo^ 
rible|30t t<^ fear diat the second restoration will Wt yet pnnre thf 
end of the revolutions of tkis covntfy. 
. 'Wfatfei Napoknn Janded^ Ae poUic fiuMltiaoaiiei . who ^bad 
^»en<lapsifed of their p^ac^s 4;^ the ffturo of tfae Bgwrhawt^ 
the military irritated at the reduction of t^r pay, and at the ditr 
pensation of honours and rewards in favoiur of individuals whooi 
they considered as their enanies ; the men who had heen conspi* 
<mous in the revolution^ and whom ibe public journids faad^de- 
MgtisM ^ so long a time to poUic fiengtattoe ; tbeiputdiMas 
of national property wbaoi 4ie joumaJistsaBd priests thscateial 
1^^^ 4^H^^<^M;on ; ^nally^ the peasants who dieaded the revival 
of ^hes aod the feudal system, bailed him with joy» notwitfastand* 
tng the remembrance of his former tyranny. This did not proceed 
finomattachmenttohisperson, but aversiop tothego nma a e i^qMif 
^butbonS) against which thqr hu^bimnd iuviiKiUepMq^osanBnma. 
The ^migtaikts^ the ufUos, and ike ppiests^ who^had tK^'Aek 
domains and their priirii^ggs in coBflei|ueiif»9.of tiia rawMptimt 
and who expected that, under ibje reign of Ibe SoUrb<»%.l^ 
would ultimately regain th^m ; finaUy^ th^ ci<i9»^of iodiiiAd^^ 
who ate indiffsrent to ev<ay intern of gfiveniaiant^ >|i|id w<l» 
wished but for repose, beheld on tbie cof^rmy ^kt fdlmm-^ |Mv 
^HAeon with horror ; but the n9t4m/ox» pu$illaiiimi(!y ^^M^ 
and the apathy orfgotism of ih^ others ceQdered'^«ll)ai«^ifii»g*«jHi 
attempts that eould be made to repulse him* Heiurirrved almoiit 
without obstacle, 4Qd foi^pd neai^y the whcde {^^laQ^-^<4i||r 
pos^ to recme him^ much leai^ it must be fepeatcd> Ittk^ugb 
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«ttd gvfen rafficieiift gwrnntees that he *vou)4 ob- 
aet>T» the constitution now^ offered bim, and liaY^ 
been glided in tbe future m^Mure^ of bia admif 
mstr6^ion» solely by tbe dictates of bis owa beoe- 

ftfi^ction for him, than hatred for the gorernmeDt which dia^ 
solved itself. Hiose who exclusively depended upon the family 
of th^ Bourbons, defended them as usual, by a hasty iHgfat. 

Stich was the state of the public mind when Napoleon landed 
at Cannes, and pursuefd his triumphant march to Paris, atteaded 
by the wishes, and almost unanimous acclamations of the popUi- 
lation of the provinces throug'a which he passed. 

It wt>uld seem that the state of things and of the public mind 
Is not more auspicious at^^his moment, and that the universal iii» 
q«:detudes and fears which the administration of the Bourbons 
iiad excited before tneir departure, have revived since thdr re- 
tard, and that thily even exist in a much greater degree. 

The violent i>aanuer in which their re^establishment has been 
effected, the disasters which have attended it, the calamities of 
ill kinds tirhich one half of France have experienced in con* 
•equenof: of the invasion of the foreign armies, are far from hav- 
ing conciliated to these princes the love of the French pec^le ; 
aofl die state to which France has been reduced by the treaty of 
fjeace^ the military occupation of her territory, the loss of her 
eoloDieB^ tiie ruin of her commercial establishments and mani|« 
ladiii%9, and, in consequence of all this, the annihilation of her 
trade and her industry, have not further contributed to regain 
4the hearta of the people to their cause." 

r After a rapid and masterly sketch of the character of the king, 
iSlie ministevs, the chambers, and the general measures adopted, 
4be fepoHer concludes with the following melancholy picture of 
fbe present »tate of France, and the calamities which threaten to 
Orerwhdm her : 

*; *♦ In consequence of these various causes, private society, 
Jipvmarly to unreserved and agreeable in France, has lost almost 
t^ ito fittrafiiionsj peop^ itie divided; tbejr fear woA avoid one 

y2 ' — ^ 
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fortuMl»ly ilpt>oa«)4 little rpiiob^waityet 1!^M 

eve|i io familieai wid bnpishes thence all peace and Imnqony. 

]^it»iic and private transactions have almcKft entirttly ceased, 
ifliey ofirinot restute iiidr ordinary course until the g^evfffiwnl 
ihaU have made known the means it proposes 4o employ .tp WKf/^ 
iU peifhrn^im <f 0i9oagt|gei]}ft^?w^^ bj^.^jNe different 
^^pi^lati^ pf |]h^,trw^ of pe^. ,;jffhe,tr^6feic pf prQper^ w 
become impracticable. Those who still possess specie^ conceal 
it, fearful of the creation of a paper money. Upon a property 
worth half amillion of livres, it would t>e very difticult t^rHit^ 
OKili iliD«fattfidloids*d*ors even at a^Tery high iols^i^ . *^ : 

Upon th e se general c o n u iderotio a B ^ the d e pl orable ■ itw t i o a 
hi tlie eountiy, and the yet move mekocholy prot^peet with wlsdi 
it is menaced, it islmpoesibk to ^>Uiid a hope of sKielioratiog 
its«o^tion but 1^ «^ umoti of the AlHes^ t^ occi^nlaon«f 
France by their troops, and thwr- pvepiufionary meamf«s!<B«t 
only against the attempts of the Red Jacoh&^i b«t also apunrt 
tkHl^tiidc^hifiattoiiB of tiM WkUeJaeoimi^ who under the iqvdl of 
¥44gious fanaticitmt igwscitated« Europe smoe theieftortlito 
1^ the dK^ferent branches of the house of Bourbon^ hpafle ofm^ 
MiH^ within thies6 mx months in the south, hoiioia «iid 
(frttdtmto wloch ^ whole course of IteFfendi i«vD]utbB|sam|c|gr 
offinrs parallel. If unfortunatfly the «Uic$iir^|M»niBtS(:Abrai^ 
m>t remi^ united for A great length of time^ if this ^adtBsioi of 
liidr indetests should divide them» we mu»t,ibfUlih1|r<lMekoUL 
utilmi^-Fmtice ttgain^ ft I>rey to those revokitiotiaiy ^oirviblmte 
1^ ^ch iihehail bem torn for five and twenty ytons^jaadln^this 
easeH&e Bouibons would be inevital4y: fiircedt to deseenda^bnl 
tee IH»^^idrftralne. 8a<^ oi \mk, %ae < y in bfc? af.^giMt 
(Mrd Caatiemgfa) who wrote to the Empor^ A^^ 
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Hid) ia fiN^m Lewis Ulrae t&«y totiia Ibi^^ ibe 
tat&meikt of ihese Imi^ comditiiHift, and ^e fmtiL 
tD^BB^A to tfaMe^ humitiatioim whii^b tiK^ faal 
^ndeddlightto demand of Pmnoe, they were 
ino sooner iii posse»iioh of the capited,"^nd felt 
that the (Expression of their will could iitteet with 
no effectual resist^ince,^ than they thipw \ qtf ^tltie 
mask, apd declared that they w^re pfedg^ t^^r^ 
alore Lewis XVJIL . •. :,-■.,•.'-''. . c,.- ' i:^'. 
fitad the French^ been permitied to ekcft ihtit 
Qwn princ^?. Napoleon II would not have con* 
|inued to reign. He would not only not have 
hmU: uphield in pp3M>9ition to the Allies> bu|; t^^ 
people of < F^rance w^old eagerly have KiMMmced 

i i. mHHH I l l W l l' l u i ljf i f , I , j , j , , , ,1 ^ .111 , , , j I , , ■■j |j , | ii if 

Mdor on therSOk of Amgwtt kit» that < tlie rt^e^bUsbmcvit i^ 
ibe SouflboDt, soch as it tben was, could n^ he tsooAifkned a$ 
tke tctns of tiit mvohitionarj abte» and tbat the diii9»Aioii of 
aUrjcigft: depended vpoa tfie preaeoce of theaUied^rs^ea ip 
tlieiifiafl4>f Fnbce«* ,:„ > 

DoelnaalaD abeani^ and nuM thiol teoe^ thalilbe.«fHaif 



mt iitm iBoinrhoBs oeuld nofc fmsnSi walkmi flppportedi hjr^ifoifig^ 
bagKmeta; tjnt it haa boen alar^^ vaitquithed/ iH^m itiJm 
hnterad the U8li( akme» and thi^ too wiOM^ut tb9 leiilt; iNy^e^^ 
fjppQBMig.tihenMdteitricistaiice, and wttb(mtftaiitglejndMdp4 
^iarUiD^wthatcanMeoragmatiti ,.,a x 3i>H 

\ in^^Suie^ ^nt eaiiat» wfaidh<aiuiot be alnsijia ttma^aupfi^ifrt^ 
Jhttd^ifeb fbrtiud-feaaoiimiiat of neoeMity liM/hy t9i^[|%^ff9|aji 
damak by theiiataanjaKl raiaedup by foveigB^PH «|y^^a^jtfjbn<Or 
iidee FVance wMra^itteoaaftioo of btoody caliplTopb^^fl^^.^wi]^ 
tedtaMal^^1]l«1lKriiaorthia fii# '^Min^ dMl^ 
Jntiatitnatedi^ £liaglc,trt»hilwt jt^wiad, fiepliWibi^dSHf 
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^28 OOCUTATIOW 

their allegiance to faim. All affiedibn fin* Buona- 
parte was obliterated from the taiinds df' ^le 
people. His return, accompanied as it would 
have been by the hostility of Europe, was more 
feared than the restoration of the Bourbons ; and 
while Napoleon 11 ostensibly governed, the^e 
could be no security that the father would not ac- 
tually hold the reins of power. 

The choice would probably have fallen on the 
Duke of Orleans, could he have been induced to 
consent to the expulsion of the rest of bis feraiiy. 
His principles would have been a sufficient 
guarantee that France would have been free and 
happy, but the pledge would have been extorted 
from him that he would not sacrifice the honour 
and integrity of France. Under his domination 
the Allies saw insuperable obstacles to the accom- 
plisbment of their projects* They were therefor€ 
compelled to adopt the decisive, and apparently 
expressive proceeding of re-instating Lewis XVHI 
by force. 

Agreeably to the terms of the convention, the 
Allied troops had been put in possession of the 
out-posts: of the city oti the day after the c^pitttla- 
tion, and on the 6th, the barriers were delivered 
up, and the Allies entered iJie capital. The mi- 
litary posts were surrendered without ifisf^rbance* 
The English and Prussian piickefs rediiv^d "Ae 
pass«'\^^eMrd from the national troops as regiidiftrry as 
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if^ rtiey wore m€«ly »dieTuag:giiard> and after the 
oppomte parties had salutecl each other in all dud 
miUUry form, the national guard peaceably re- 
tarded, to their req^ective habitati<»s. 

Numim^ua regiimmits of the Allies now marched 
inland tr^i^nersed the city, in their way to the respec- 
tive quarters asmgned to them. Their peaceable 
demeanor 4nd modest deportment made consi^ 
derable knpressioii on every well-disposed spec- 
tator. No expression of mingled ferocity and 
exnltatiopf such as used to character]^ the French 
soldier in the momait of triumph, was visible on 
their countenances ; and notwithstanding they were 
repeatedly and grossly insulted by the Federates 
and the pofmlaee, they tran^itly pursued theit 
piarchy nor was their progress mailed by a single 
Ikct of violence. 

The Federatea had apparently become recon- 
ciled totbe evils which could notfaarvebeeii avoided. 
, Their Eioiqiieror haying beetai finally ^parated 
from dicm, the? regular troops bdng no \0xtgtr3t 
hteid t^couBrtctiance and uphold their violence, 
, and having experieveed bo^ impotenft ^lEtti their 
r^i' wfati» dp^posed to^ the cool and determitred 
P6^lil%eof the vAtioMal g»ayd, they bad abtfndotied 
the d^to^ and retreated to their cfbseure abodes. 
But the aeilcialoeeiipati(m of the capital by foreign 
wmiei» rekiodled at) thetr fury. Brom c^ery lan« 
and alley they issued in inMunierable ci^Mvds, but 
)iei«^noir Aqpsriw^of «rtDa»'th^ «ould only ex- 
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,,. Jp, addition to tbe sprig' ^i laueelitiriiidl AmA 
f|9^()ie)r^ iKore 4m hi» capt t)ie am was/jbound^^vtiAt 
^.w^^,^ql^f. This admittdi of twniu^lsrpireW. 
I^H. ' It might be regvurdddas a piedgeof frirad^ 
Q^ipi ffl* 4be #ymbol of adberetiiee.to/dife^^uae of 
tHQpwrhanft. The Fedetates understood itviii 
t|i^ mqst o^noxiottfi wnae* and^ ponming'ihe toavoh 
Q^th^JX9f>p»9 vociferated '' Ko Bowbons ! Down 
with the Bourbons ! The rqinMiiiatiTe goTiem- 
iff^^^fyf ewr V To thia not a few of them ad- 
4e4 " Thfl Emperor for ever l'* The Aflied sol. 
diers.. endured this with matchLettf forbearasee^ 
^ut their patience mibt ere long have > been eSL^ 
haustedy and sonie dreadful scene would have fcl^ 
lowed, had not the national guard interfered^ and 
diq>er9ed the infuriated and intoaucated mob. ' 

.Some of the Prussians were quartered upon Ao 
ijDil^l^ltants and a feiw of them enounped m 1^ 
j^yfia^ fiejds ; but the whole, of theBrilisliianvf 
encaiipiped upd^rthe wallsi or on. the BoidevarAk 
The English sohliers here maintdoed the «>ble. 
character for strict discipline and honoor wiiicbi 
tkej had Mquired during their mwdi>>to Ptais;^ 
Not one, act of atrocity was laid to tbeir tkmr^. 
The inbabitimls of Paris travemed the qan^ in 
jierfect security, aiid soon regarded them moios^aa 
friends t^ian as conqu^t>rs. 

In the Frmwi^^.qpolters and <ninp).«idi9rMal' 
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in which they were billeted, wereff^qiieiftiyti^drtifea 
^iptiA Use btntosttifutaility ; the best Apar^Dtit in 
Iherr hoawinvwiiy iQio^d ; l9ie funiitare Waii ivkif- 
Icmly^k^mcl and #edtroyed ; the proiflslottd' (^ 
^mryi kind iMtq voraetously <$oii6umed V and fi4fe^ 
Ifce3ia«tclied ittlMdMCMt was no lotigper iible t6 
inipf^l;^ their eisorbitant demands, Kis fi^ixse^ ^i^ 
lioMpIetely stripped, every portable artfeT€K^TiHll 
inmri^d away and 'sold, smd the Prussidnrsdil|^fii 
fnosbsQenesciifi^nKkfr elsewhere. - '^ 

Whene the atrdcity was flagrant, the ftt^rid? 
aflicers inter&ised and rescued the miserable inh^ 
Uti»tB.fronl brutal oppr€^ion, but except' the 
caaein^eiiiiinisly demanded tiietr interference, it 
sieePMd t6 be adopted as principle, to retaliate bii 
Ihe Brenfibafull share of the sufferings which' 
they had inAioted «> every^ part of Eurbpe.— ^ 
Sivcdher akowed ip as the rule of 'his c6nduct,'^to 
gil^er^e French a i^orough experience of Ae^ 
liwienit^war. This he affirmed was the onljf 
y^io turn them of that military mania whictf 
hidhB&k the dread and the scourge of the worlidJ^ 
Bis answer to many complainants was, ^' Let the^ 
Freodi reniemb^ Prussia, and learn wisdom !**^'^ 
^^;wine dfetricts tfie atrocities of the Prussians 
became so excessive that the British Oeiieral^war 
Ci»npeU£d;to interfere. Me warmly remoristrated^ 
with Marshal Blucher on the snhjeef, and Bfot ffe- *^ 
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990 EXCBSSBS OK THfi BAVSSlAKS. 

.Mfturanoe, the Dufce of WelUngtom wrote U» tlnf 
KingtoC PrQ88ia» complaining how much th^legi- 
timaite cause in which they were engaged was ditn 
gfmed by the enormities committed by Uus troops. 
. This remonstrance produced some effect^ and at 
ter the arrival of the King of Prussia^ and the 
Emperor of Russia in Paris, stricter dncipline 
was observed among all the troops of the Allies. 

Many unjust complaints were however alledged 
against the Prussians. A mutual wd deadly 
hatred had long subsisted between thenot and the 
French. What an English soldier procured easily 
at the first request, or what was almost forced upon 
him by the civility and gratitude of his host, the 
Prussian could not obtain wiiliout threats or yno^ 
lenee. The constant object of the French seenEwd 
to be, to tease and harass the Prussians^ and the 
toreigners soon learned to disregard the conve* 
nience and feelings of the French, and to appro- 
priate to themselves wifliout remorse, whatever 
pleased their fancy^ or the sopply of tlttir daily 
wants demanded*. ^ ^ 

- - - - ■ - - -. ^- '- 

* A curioua anecdote wi»^ related wil^ mauy diArent iwmm 
in the Journals. The following is a corr^ aoeoviat pi the 
affair: 

A Pnissiaa officer expressed much desire to be quartered at 
the house of a lady in the Fauxbourg St« Germain. His request 
was complied with, and on his arrival at the lady's hotel he was 
shewn into a smdl, bat ooiaftirtAleiipaitiueat, widia handsoine 
tled-chalalpv|ra4j^I^^g;» .Hs^qpireiwd th^ ^rwte^ d^saatas^ 
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^ WliiPe the Allied traops \?ere takiog poteession 
of the capital, the diambers tranqtiilly bdntifttied 
theit sittings, and employed tKemselTes ki Ae»re- 
vjfeton of the constitution . No reference was nrade 

ti^n v^ith this accommodation^ aod requited that the CduataM 
should give up to him the vvhole of the ^rst floor, which »he oc- 
cupied herself, and which was most elegantly furnished. She 
remonstrated) but the officer was absolute, and insbted on being 
instantly shewn into his new apartments. The Countess had no 
time to remove any of the articles even of her own 'boudoir, mid 
retreated to the second floor* 

She had scarcely retired thither when a new message arrivied 
from the Prussian, that he had appropriated the second floor for 
his mde-de-camp, and that it must be immediately prepared for 
bis reception. This produced an earnest and angry remon- 
strance from the lady. She urged not only the ifdium«nity of 
the requisition, but the total impossibility of complying with it. 
The officer was ineitorable, and fbriously replied, <« Obey my 
orders, or take the consequences :" and at the same time he sent 
for a file of men from the guard-house. 

He now threw himself in his dirty boots on one of the hand- 
some sofas, and ordering the cook to be summoned, com- 
manded him to prepare an excellent dinner by an appointed hour, 
as he had invited several of his brother officers to dine with faim, 
and warned the butler that the best wines which the cellar af> 
forded must be forthcoming. 

He now went out, and returned at the appointed hour alone. 
Dinner was served. He complained that it was execrable, and 
violently dashed the dishes on the floor. The wine was worse^ 
and bottle after bottle was spilled on the beautiful carpet. 

At length when he had wearied himself and the domestics with 
bis caprice, he ordered^ that the lady should 'be summo'ned to at- 
tend him. She was compelled tireiiiblingly to obey. To her 
astonishment he received her with respect, and uMttsseA her ia 
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^^ CONDUCT 01^ l^E iEPfiks«lititlVE8. 

tbHlk near app^rdacH of the BotirtK)ii«, 'btit ' i^^ 
aflVancerwas made towar<l8 a reconciImti6ii. 'k 
#a8 moved, and carried by acdamation tfistt \b^ 
fi^st of Napoleon should be removed ftt)m ovet 
tAe president's chair, and the tri-coloured flagf 
sabstitoted. Hie bust disappeared, bnt'a simple 
searf Was placed ih its stead. 
^ 'The dniy disorder which occurred, was occa-i 
sioned by information that a body of household 
tiV>ops was expected to do duty at the Thtiilleries. 



t^ followiii^ manner. ** You have doubtlesfi, Madani) bee^ 
shocked at the conduct which you have witnessed since my en- 
t^dnce into your bouse. Have you not thought it disgracefully 
cruel and barbarous ?** ^ The lady, igooittnt to wtet fhb t^nded^ 
and ftsring aone new imult, hentitel what t^ nply*, ** I b^ 
s^byou toansiferjnecitidyUyt** be.contiaued, ** have ypu not 
deemed me a complete savage ?'*—<< Indeed/' answered the 
lady, << I was not prepared to receive such treatment, and since 
you will compel me to speak, I do ttunk it most disgrace&illy bar- 
hmsM^**-^** Hove you not «son» IMbdam ! in Prussia >"^** l\mi 
a^if^ tfaetei bi^ be hw pensbed."— No Madwn I he b». ao^ipef. 
n^l^.and I ^ii| not tb« savi|ge whom you i«^n^. y<)Uf. 
son was quartered at the house of my infirm mother.^ Paring^ 
three months he inflicted on her the suffering^ which you have' 
endured in the last few hours. I swore to iavenge hen 'I Wve' 
keptti^oalh! NoA&idaml I am not the bacbatiaa^ii^ii^>oii 
tl^t It ms .with ineypressible relu4stance 4iat I -sdi^d^^ laf^ 
s^ tp fu:^ the j}^ ^^^ ^ ^^ ^^o^^ ^^^ .^i^ j')^'^9^^^^?^ 
apartments, and l^ will seek a lodging elsewhere. Your son wUl 
sobn be in iParisr Tell l^im tiiat I meai^ to have r^uir^ 6f 
hm a Mrict aeeoiuii ferlllie sufli^rings df my ^oof mottier f bui 
limhmeo^fiiimiiA t i^CdMeti wayV:ttAdI covd^di)^i|^vekliiJh:^ 
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13ii»^ unequivocal intuntttion of the sp^ j ren 
turn pf Lewi3 excited the utmost indigualion, 
l^iji^ the chamber gpou passed to the order of th^ 
da^»QU the assurance; tiiat the plot was known Jboi 
Mapswa^ the cominandant of the natural guai^ 
who had taken effectual measures to defeat it^ 

It was well known that great numbera of t}ie na^ 
tipnal guard bad expressed their determii^tip^ to 
proc^ tQ 6t. Beuis, to pay their XQ3pe<^ to thft 
King, and it was expected that they wqu^d. r^stuw 
accompanied by some of the household troops, 
and occupy the Tbuilleries in the name of the 
King. fiarJy in the morning nianj detached 
bodies of the national guard presented themselves, 
at the bai'^er of S^« Denis, to the ajoaountof twc^ 
tiiottsand men, auA demaiided permisskm to passv 
This was readily granted^but' they were previously 
required to deposit their arms at the barrier. To 
ti^isthey demurred, and appeared inclined tpfiprce 
iMr way, but meeting with uoexpeolied reaist** 
aace, and ifindtngthat a mim«p«ii0 eo^ of gem^ 
d^rtnes bad be^n posted diiire, and W^re deter- 
mined to dispute their passage^ they deposited 
thigir:arma, and proceeded to St I^epis^ . . 

H WimnbEkg off^d tbeir protestations of ftdeliity to 
thse^' mmiarcb, they were request<^ to return to^ 
Pkris, With the assurance that they could there be ^ 
of most service tp^ the royal cau?e by disposing 
t^r comrades to welcome the ire^^^ie^lii^^ 
afcill«etifgitiiMiia Ki^ Tih^ j-etmtKa^riaatkei 
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e¥eiiiiig) bittt were p6rpii>yjr(»rily refcfled admit? 
tunce bg order <^ MiUMieiia. He bad permittai 
tjJtOK wbp pleased to qiuit Paris, aod he hpped.bjr 
tibia »mQa«s. to get rid of every adherent ol ii» 
Q^^rbpiMH hutt fearful of treachery, no one w^ 
sqffered iw any ^excuse to enter the gates. 

In .the^weniog the Duke of Otiraato had an in^ 
tffrvkm wi^ the Duke ^ WeUingto«« The 
mtoBt 4x[ tdbdr oenfereqce is unknown, hut i|; 
is reported that Lord Welliugtira dedared it 
to he the an&ious wish of the Allies to i^espect 
the iudepettdeace of the uatiooal choice, but that 
the tiWMiuillity of Europe was a more impoitaat 
aed sacred object; that to secure this objied 
they should deem it their duty, if Lewis XVIII 
lyas reimmd^ to require firnn France thoae casaiqns 
of territory as guarantees, to which the couoftry 
iM>uldQot aubfiiit without a protracted and bloqdy 
war ; but tbattf Lewis XVUI was restored to bU^ 
tbroM, they should be satisfied, with guarantee 
wimb fae ims already disposed to.giiF^and wbiio^^ 
inMild ftet endanger the peace of France ;-Hthait 
ij^theaiatiou persttpted in refusing to receive ithot 
Bourbons, Mod the attempt to re-establish ;tbcii|b 
wtnid fgtoiuQe a ooi^iderabte effusion of hlood^i 
they «ere n ilUng to abandon the caus» of tihf: 
legilimate Kiug, bat that being now in posaes^u)ft 
of the ^apitaU and fd>hs to ovier-a^e and stiiflQ 
wiibQMt blMdshed ev«^ attempt at ip^ie^nff^ 
ikta»4mA.\>e^mim ^^^ ^ oatiop i«p«dd p^e* 
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THE Ot7K« OF WELUKOTON. ^$ 

ablj^ 4e>Ilow «fhe example of the metn^olift ; fee- 
Beting likewise that Lewis had percerred bis 
ei^dr and w^as disposed to devote himself to Ifee 
rerf happiness of France ; and regarding the peae* 
of Europe and the world as inseparably eonnec^tej 
with the restoration of Lewis, they were detef^ 
mine4 to endeavour to replace him on the throve. 

The Duke of Otranto complained of the breach* 
df feith evidently committed, but acknowledged 
l!hat in the present circumstances of France an^ 
Europe, the only hope of lasting peace depended 
on the return of the Bourbons, and since their 
return could alone preserve the integrity of 
France he fredy lent himself to accoftiplish tiw 
object. 

He then endeavoured to gain some concessioM 
in fcvour of the liberties of his country, fie re* 
quired that Lewis should give bis M^mn ament 
to the constitution on the arrangement of which ' 
the representatives were then ^oaployed. It was 
answered that no middle course could be pw*- 
sued. That if Lewis was restored *>y Hie AllveB^ 
he must be restored unconditionally, ai^ fetterei 
only by his own decltnrations, or by the vir t iPi Mi ri 
intentions of his mind. Fouch^ was siienced km% 
not convinced by this argument. He how«wr 
wished io think, that on his second restontion, 
Lewis would avoid those fetel rocks on which tli# 
stability of his powei'had hefot^ b^en it^r^dlMd. * 

It wa« then proposed ^lat Fouch4 fiibo«id oon^ 
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DO APFOIKTMXNT OF fOVCBI^. . 

tiiiae to hobi under Lewis the (utuatioii ifbich hp. 
had fiUed during the usurpation of ^UQI^ar|^» 
To this he consented after requiring the f^f^t 
solemn pledges that the Kiiig would relig^pqidlj^ 
respect the charter which he had given the French, 
and steadily oppose the furious and re-acfiotiarx 
spirit of bis family and courtiers. 

The monarch has been much censured for ally- 
ing himself with one of the most active ministers 
of Buonaparte, and who hs^d been indefatigable 
in upholding^ the power of his master as long as 
it could be done without compromising the safety 
of France. It should however be recollected that 
the Bourbons did not possess the affections of the 
French, and that the violent manner in which 
their return was affected would increase the gene* 
ral disafl^tion; that it was necessary to give 
some guarantee to the people that the former in- 
prudent attempts to violate the charter pihould t^ot 
return, and this could not be better effected, th^ 
by retaining as one of bis ministers the man who 
had distinguished himself by opposing ev^ ars 
bitrary act of Napoleon, who was the he^id of the 
temporary, sturdy, and independent government 
which succeeded the fall of Napoteon, find who 
enjoyed the unlimited confidence of the qatig^i ^ 
While he was an active minister of the King, the 
people mi^ht be assured that nothing would be 
attempted inconsistent with the charter or with 
their liberties. To this should be added tM 
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APFOIMTliskT OF yoixcHE. 337 ' 

Hainan "waiiBo'^ell acquainted' with the cQaiie;s^- ^ 
ions aiicl*|)riiicip1es and yiews of all the different 
partii^ft,— noman so well knew all the ramificatioon ^ 
©rthe lat^ conspiracy, — no man could thereifore so 
rendily point out the real friends of the goyeru- 
m6nt and their country, or so promptly and effectUf . 
ally wmrn the Bourbons of every, danger by whi<^ 
they w^e menaced. It was therefore politic Jn 
Lewis to conquer his perspnal dislike, and restrain 
ike vengeance of his courtiers with respect to a man 
so useful and so formidable ; and that which, has 
been represented as a proof of weaknessi displayed 
the greatest prudence and the soundest wf^om* 

At four o'clock in the morning the conference 
t^rmin^ted^ and it was determined that the pro-^ 
yiMonal government should publicly declare the in- 
tentioris of the Allies, and dissolve itself. Fouch^ 
doubted not that their example would be readily 
aind t)eaceably followed by both the chambers, 
and that Lewis might on the succeeding day enter 
his capital without opposition. 

As soon as the chambers assembled the follow- 
ing communication was n^ade from the provisional 
government. 

.Mr. President, 

Hitherto we believed that the intentions of tht 
Allied sovereigns were not unanimous upon the. 
choice of the prince who is to reign in France. 
Our Plenipotentiaries gave us the same assurance! 
at their retiflrn. 

vol*. II, z 
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r^Hflrvrerer, Ae MitiktenEi ^uid €«QMerii9 ctf the 
AUied Powem declared yerteniajr in* the' noiifiN^ 
eaoes lAfiT^^bad with the President of the Coium 
lusBiotai^ that aU Ae Safereigns ' had engagdl im 
rapkce Lewis XVIII upon the tlirone, ^faal; h# 
ipto make bis ifiAraiiioe int<> the capitel tlw emDn^ 
bMfp or, to^men^yf. j r ^ ^> 

::FareigQ tnops have }u8t occnpied tbe Thui|to«J 
nm, fdiere the Gloi/«ei>mfieiill& sittteg . 
i in this itaAe of affiiips, we can oiify bireatbef^ 
n^hes for the oonn^ ; and ow debbersHioiMi^ 
hmog no lon^ #ee, we think it mir doty ftm 
separafte. ' - ■ ' ' /.:''> »ri> 

The Marshal Prince of Esalhtgv anidthi A^: 

feot of the Seine have been char^ to wMdl 4m^ 

lim iiftfiBtenaace of public order, satft^) uid? 

traiu{uitlity. ''- -» '» 

We hate the honowr, ke: ■^'^ i' 

Tfe Duke of Ont ANl*o. ' '« > 

Count Grenibr. ^ . ^* 

QUINBTTB. , ' 

GaRNOT. " • ^ -' "'-' • 

CAutAiNcouR-r, Dnke of Vk#flite. ' 
The chamber was overwjielmed with couftHikrifr 
and dismay. A profound silence ehsued. For^^ 
some moments the members gazed on etich otfieri 
and then actuated by one coffimon feeling, the/ 
rose IroDfe their seats, and Mstened fi*iA Hntf 
hall. -> 

In the^Gbamber of Representatives the message 
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was diffiMemtly rewiTdd^ A moment of nilent 
aoBM^tmliDn fi^Uowed. M. MuiHel then pM* 
sented hihnijielf in the Tribune, and ptofiQBed that 
tbe Ch^nlMr fthoirid continue its iittiag and awaii 
tftie rosnlt ^^ Grentiemeq V* said he, ^' you jform 
saw this event, but. it ought not to form WDf: 
change in your conduct. One of two* things will 
happen^ either the enemy will respect your in- 
' dependence, aiftd if tbe words of kin^ ave not 
vain all hope would not he finrbidden, or they #iU 
forget what they have declared and expel' dm 
nati^al repr^ientation from thiaplace^ Let na 
si^w that we are worthy of the confidence of >offfi 
cQsstitttents* JLet us remain firm at our post and. 
lum^ to idther banfls the ^ious task^ ^ dii^ei;8m# 
thHQ rep^iesentativea of France. Thfjse ,espr«i»iona 
once electrified France and Europe ; let^ilf rq^fMil 
tb^m a second timet ^' We were seaft hither by our 
Constituents and nodung but bayonets shall 
remove us-" 

Bravo ! Bravo ! Yes ! Ye^ I r^soo^ded from all 
parts of the Assembly. 

C^nt Regnault afterwards presented himself, 
«Ad sp^Q as follows* ^^ You have lately placed 
yMdrseX^es under ^ saf^uard of th^ natiour 
TIm)I c^clara^qn requires now to be modifijff)^ 
You are gufurded by a. handful of brave oitizenijf, 
and ilyou .are permitted, if you are fprdered t^^ 
die at your posts, they ought to be spai'ed 3JI 
da^f». . Deciiire. ths4i the guftrd jdaq^ at ^e 

z2 
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^4# coKDtJtt bt^ 

^teiof yoW police h only ft gfuawl » 6f 4ioiioW| 
and that if any armed force preserite tt^iit 9tett 
bfe Ordered fo'ihake nb resisrtancte.^^^Tili^rtoftoii 
Wis uiiaEimously Mopted. iTWe Asaeinbfy tb€W 
passed to the cJhifer df the dfely, ^nd with aS'nwitefe 
(ibblness as if no danger mienaced' thiete, hegiA 
\o debate the questioA, whether tm^der the! iww 
constitution i^hich' they were"fraraittg ttie Peetag^ 
^ctald be hereditai^; and at their usual honriof 
fc^eakin^ iip they acJ^Outned'tai bight^&tk^k ^(^h 
the foll6\<irig morhitag-. ' .:.' v i ^^^i 

' As soon as it was tnown that the Pro^lsmnal 
gttvernnient had dissolved itself, and th*t the Kif% 
trodld Qiake his public entry oh th^^iA^rrow, 
crowds of persons, softie letf by interest^and o^ers 
bj^' kflfectidn, hastened to Si Denis to '^ofigr*- 
tulate the King on the speedy re-assumptit>n ^f 
hiis power.* ^ Irhe populace of Paris, a^ pa^lfea- 
iirly of the suburbs, uriawed by the toeW ap|)roath 
of the king, and the dread of his vengeAnce, ttml 
equklly u^terrified by the foreign bayon^te ^Mdi 
surrounded them, hastened to the gates', fifhffi A- 
suited every one who appieared to be' goiiig tt) St. 
toenis, or returning from it. A*^feobitaS tli*ey hitel 
passed the gates, the loyal citizens motitHfetf tfte 
>^hife coykade, but this badgfe af^fldefi*^ was^ ttt)t 
suffered to appear witHiri the will^ 6f tbef%iefft>. 
polis. Every one who attempted^ ^bfefttet the 
gates, adorned with these ribbands, was i^stilt^, 
threatened, and most violently attacked ; some 
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teeetved t*ry serious injuries, and more thiu one. 
Wwe mtirdered. * . i . 

% irespectable citizen was returning in his car-^ 
riage with bi$ family. He bad neglected to con- 
ceal his cockade on his approach to the city, an() 
bis^ daughters wqre many white ribbands in their 
lieaid^dress and bosoms. This excited the utmost 
fury of ttie* mob. They violently tore him from 
bis.caurii^a "Away with him ! to the lantern, tQ 
tl)e lanlern !" was yelled by a thousand voices* 
He was dragged to the fatal post, and had hot 
argtroi^ party of the tiational guard most:oppor^ 
tuaely eeaie * up, he would have expiated his 
loyalty with his life. 

, These outrages were however confined i to the 

very dregs .of . socilety. The . naiore respectable 

eitizensr looked silently on,, and awaited .with 

ikB&iefty the re^sult of the morrow. Although Lewis 

4he Dearedwasso soon to enter the capital of his 

kingdom in triumph, few countenances beamed 

;Wi^h joy^ Afg^eral gloom prevailed, and the 

resignation of. weakness and despair. Nothing 

^ evidently iqu>ke the general feeling^ as the evi- 

indent fact, that on the eve of. the complete triumjph 

.f»f loyalty, the cry of " The Kiqgfor eyer !'* was 

;,beaj:d*ffomsomparatively few voices, and was im* 

.n^ediately drowned by the vociferations of " No 

JSo^rbws, Down with the Bourbons ! The Nation 
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' hi the eveaioj^ tht foUowiof ord» wki hmnA 
t>y the new commander of the natiotud guard $ ^ 
^ ^' To thechief of theekveiitb togioa. •= - 

Sir, — I inform you tiiat the kiag's int^ticm lb 
ihiitthe illegal assemblies formed in bis abMs^ 
should DO longer meet His ma^sty charges yon 
In consequence with the command of the palace of 
the Luxembourg. You will place sA daywli^^ 
posts there, and take every measure necessary to 
prevent ass^nblages.-^(Sign6d) Count DessoIIea.'^ 

Early in the morning of the 8th» the represent^- 
^ves pegaxL to assemble at die doors of the ball. 
Cveiy avenue was occupied by pidcets of the 
national guard, who mildly but firmly refused all 
admittance. Some of the members, more indig- 
nant than the rest, reohonstrated with Uie soldiers. 
They i^eminded them that the protection of tftie 
assenibly had been espedally committed to the 
ttational guard of Paris, whom they now litfle ex- 
pected to find the willing Instruments of tiieir dis- 
persion. One of the guard relied tint ^ Ae 
only question which he had to consider wasliow 
he might promptly obey ^ commands of his 
miperior officer; that officer had ordered him 16 
usa^T n& one to pass ; and if the gentlemen wei^e 
dissatisfied, &ey must make their conplaliKC 4kt 
tfiehelBid-quarters.'^ 

^ A crowd now began to collect around tiie doors 
of Ae hall, anti'such is the strange levity* atfd 
fickleness of the French chitracter, the persons 
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RetM(eMfftatiY«0 for eyfir V' undiiHiiayed h^ . PrtWf- 
siui Of Sog&b bayoflrets,jioir ann^ed tbtmielves 
wilh tfaMHrprife and m<^tiflaatian wfaieh the <le|>a- 
(MB. ^q[>ftMed M th^ iirrited m mccetfsion ft tbe 
^Qon^theh^U- Each one wag saluted mthp, 
^umt OS bit afiproacliyaad with a peal of laug^bter 
aQ.liif de|iartare^ if faiB counteiiaiice b^tf:ayf d th^ 
leajst chagrin or displnsure. 

AithoOf h the deputies had neitfaer the pow^ 
nor incUoatiaii to rettst the arbitrary oiaiidate by 
whff^ ihe^oan of their hell were ck>sed upop 
ihtm^ they had too much fl^irit and patriotiMi 
to jepacate without iokmnly profiting agaiustf 
the iujturtice of the proceeding^/ More than tk 
itanchred raemberi repaired to the house of Ldi(^ 
jnhiais^ and drew up tbe following declaration:--^ 

" In^ the sittings of yesterday^ tiie chaisiaber Of 

ip^eaenlatiTes piasaed to the order of the day ou 

the -raesM^e by which the provisional con^mittec^ 

g^ine potic^ that it had ceased its functions. It 

oafterwardf ccmtinued its deliberations on the con- 

^tutiofl. which it had pkc^ed itself to fram^, and 

jwhen->i^ sittingfs were iMj^pended, adjourned to 

c^ ^ the eiffhth of July at eight o'clock in^tte 

In consequence of thief adjournment tbej^em- 
ih«n of Afi chamber of representatiyes^ repaired 
Itor Urn imutfl j^e of their meetings B^ ^ 
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gp^tes of the p^hce^beaqig^cAcMied^ dMMrcmif«i:bdai^r 
gusMrded by a . mililaqr force, .mid iJUei 0&Mm twho 
commanded it baying declared that thejr.r^^wd; 
a peremptory order nM to grant adwittaftce/to 
any of the members ; the undecsigded mcooabexs 
of th? chamber have aasembled at the.biMifle o£ 
M. Lanjuinais, their {Hresident^ «^ there they 
l^ye formed, and signed indiiriduaUy, tbe |N^cecaii 
proces-verbal to authenticate the aboye fMta/' 
8th July, 1615. Signed, &€. 

In this affair the chamber had no realcanse for: 
cpiqplaint) and perhaps they pashed tbeir jkatoi-. 
qtism too far, in persisting to assen^le after the- 
proyisjonal goyernment had disa^^lyed itoelf, the? 
peers had separated^ and it was eyident Ijiat no' 
resistance could be offered to the restaration o£ 
the Bourbons* It was compelling the monarch to 
resort to an - ungracious proceeding, for^ it was 
unquestionable that when. he again beQaiae:king,' 
dejfacto, he could not coasent to the existence of. 
an assembly conyened.by the u£(urper, and wbiob> 
had distinguished itself by such spirited oppQf»tip»' 
to the ret^irn of the legitimate sovereign* No 
right would have baen compromised by a isilepti 
submission to irresistible necessity ; no adyantafe^ 
could be gained by this act of obstinate defianoei. 
In justice to Lewis it must be added, that the 
adopted the le£(st objectionable method .of dissoly- 
ing them. It w^ less o&nsive to close the 
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aWhOA^^ of tttft KiNCt. ^j^ 

of wldiers^amoDgihem with ordert fo^ibiy to dis^ 
perse th^in; '• *■ ' ' '. 

No iKK>ii€^ was the chamber dt9(>eiiecr ftiaii th^ 
tri4!oloiired fla& was tornih>mthettowers of ParibV 
smd replaced by the white standard of the Bbur^ 
boii9. The barrieTB were thrown open, and it Vas 
afBDonnced that the king would make his entry in' 
the afternoon. 

Paris ini^antly poured out all its immense 
popukitton. Evei^one who possessed the meanest 
carriage* hastened to St. Deiiis to behold and to 
swell <&e procession, while innumerable crowds* 
of pedestrians filled etery street from the ThuiP 
lertes to the barriers of St. Denis and thence to' 
La Cbapeile ; and almost to St. Denis the road 
was literaliy thronged with them almost to suffbca-^ 
ticm. No troops had b^en appointed to clear the 
way or to preserve order, yet'no tumult occurred, 
and the only incontenience which happened was 
the apparent impossibility foi' the royal proeessioiv 

to paeS;; 

At twio- o'clock it was announced that the king' 
approached. Instantly the populace, who before 
iq»peared to be wedged almost without the power 
of moving, opened to the right and left, and made 
a naiTOW but sufficient passage. First appeared 
the national guards of Paris, to the tinmber ot* 
fourteen thousand; after them came the' house^ 
hold troops, who had accompanied the king* 
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ill his retreat^ *^ mk0 bud grailttal^ «<itk<M 
^ring U$ abode at Ob^ot Nfxl cwa» tbe mooh 
wch attended by his ministers, and hj;. Ae^Qmatt 
d'AFtoitiaod the D^Jt^id^ B^nyv^Mff^mnt^ 
officers followed, who had rfijfia^nfid .tot, to, tiftp 
Mjal caute^anudst tb^ diiMSMtiMi of tbe-^army^ 
SfM^b wone bia proper uDiftkroaaa c^OMel, nuyi^c, 
captain, or subaltQrn> bot eacjb Itkewiae badibia 
musket on his shoulder, and his kni^MMiid( at bia 
baek like a f^irato soldiev. Tbe proecasioA was 
dosed by a kmg tvain of coai^hts, chmriMi, -eik 
tbfioktfii, and carts of erery descriptioii^ whiolrmi^ . 
cessively feU ioM^ tbe ranks, aosd ti^ kast isf wbiab 
^d. not enter Paria iwtil nesfrly six o'^kidi^ 

Whejsi the monarch mrrived at tbe barriav^ tbe 
prefect and tbe wbok of tbe municjpal body a{»- 
peared to rec^ve him. The prafatst i^iMw sied ta 
bim jB^ harangue a lew axtradikfraipa which are Uh 
sertedaaformttig acorioua contrast watbtbe ardaot 
ej:fressi:Oits ol attatfameot ai»d fidelity with whkh 
tbe saip^ body, if not tiie same extort w^cqm/^ 
Napoleon on his arrival at Paris three sboffi 
months.beAiM^e, and which werea.£kevward»|a9J9bad 
uponbimia repe«kedvaddresBes« , >-. ^ 

"Sire! ■ - ' . rs . 

O&t hundred days han^ passed ai^c 4iw?e 
your Ms^esty, forced to tear yourself fttw o%r 
dearest afiectioq^, kft your capital iMwMie^ tt^nrB 
ao^ puUae cqniterBSf^n. In vain did the logh 
mciqpal body of your good city of Paris raisa the 
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QfHmiflloito wy «f f^illiftil svliyeate; TYmy m- 
AOttiieed t»BAl Frenchttentlie ifiiBiin«iiteV}l#*wiiii 
wbieb tbc^r were mtim^. But thete irem^- 
meiits in which Heaten does soi; pertwit the TQifit 
^f magiiilfates to foe heurd. it was not in thiiv 
power to pfeveBt an Grtar too fetal. Thk 
fkettnBf of the pasBimMs the deatruetive diatafb- 
ance of paMic teanquiiltty, tiie inteiTtq>tion of 
emmoMte aad indnatiy, civil war and foreign i*- 
^mioii^ hare at onee affiicted your peapfo. Hen* 
ven, Sirat is 0rerehaiigedl with Tengeajlce, aad 
vestorea you only to pardoa ua. Yew Majeity 
ittterposes between Europe and your people, to 
give then peace, and to reccmcile them anew to^^ 
all nations. Your Majesty will hasten^ to gather 
^togedl^r and re-*itiiite the dispersed ekttients of 
the poKtieal body. The passions ore norw calhied 
in all generom hearts, reason ia fae«rd, and k^ 
of oor country a«id our Klng^ wfB complete the 
res*. A period of twenty-five yeatm, uHHrkedby 
so^ many i4cissitiides, and like all ep<k:ha bf h^ 
^^y by glory and reverses, cattnot be preferred 
to the reeollection of eight centories wlmh have 
revolved under the sceptre of our kings, counted 
by long intervals of prosperity, and hy the modera- 
^^tt^te and^e bounty of the sovereigns of your 
Miguat dynas^. 

frenchmen^ iii every part of the kiAgddw, 
if >ilie eAmple of ikie capital, which has alwi^ 
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hem <^ Biiek great 'w^iglit^ can wtiW guitle ycm^ 
you i¥ill see it on the 4&y vAkich ^bas^ feliofvred 
these storms, calm amidst the mtm^irmis efforM 
Ivhiffa >iiaTe 'been made to ^agitate it^! « forgettidg 
alb disoofds^ abfuring the i spirit ^iCtfMa^l and 
baalening around a kin^ wbo,<as>tt iicst pledge of 
UriKturn, bas pvodakned newguarantees for yoiif 
liappkie8s/«and' tbe eatablisfament? of iwtitutions 
cnUkuhrtod'to^secca^ 'a wise libeirfy and 4ite wel^ 
Abre 'ofFruKM. • Let u^ protest toohim, aircordh 
^n^ tlo the wkh df his heart, tiiattiie passions «rl^ 
idiout to be tranquiltized) that the dfaildrentof Mibe 
great -tfomify -are about to unite.* to approadk 
mid will beiic^rtb oi|]j have xme rallj^^ 



ittg.cry/' — 

r- The monarcfa shortly r^li^^ ^' lanmoirmg 
6tmB Sam I jetqiori^ncedi the greatest sorrow aiad 
^idgret. o TieatiiiMnies of the fidtUty of . »y gond 
iQity #C:PAiis teMbed Kne. I return With emoiiioii* 
I foresaw the misfortunes with whieb- it wM 
.tbfedteaed^ it lis «nly wteh to pfeTf^nt^andire^air 
itfcem/'.,,^. '*•>'" . \ ■ .1,1 '.' :. i" . * - 'ij '*^^- 
. .The pnwoNfion agiin bm^^oOm Th^^yiilt^^M^ 
mage was <no« sarjuuuded. by tbe'HiH«n}0]q[>9k|jb^ 
of Paris,*«iod^by the marshi^)? <]^ the ewi^Qv r A^ 
^bvwly iirbctife^edhandkeiicbie^ Ti^e wi^^^ fmm^ 
^i^irery windowt and acclamations resound^ fiSMiai 
«#wry vdwei It mm ^Wi o'clock bcrfiam jthe ,i^r^- 
"VMstxip^reaohodtAte TthuUlemeSi jwto^fa the «^^ 
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SH^ch ehtered ^amidst as uniTersal 'and €fithmia«tid 
dlioirtij()a6 mariced the entraBce of the xisurper cme 
htindred*da;jf0 before. ^ 

Dann^ the whole of theeveninj^ the gaixkn <rf 
the Thtiillerks w^sm thronged and the a^clamft* 
tioDShvere incessant. Groups of dancensi otoni 
pied «very ifralk and every lawn, and nimbly 
tripling it to the tune of#(»neitintoant musician^ 
or to the bum of their^own voicfts, expresKd their 
}X3fy in a iianner patfectly eharacteristitt *of 'tjji* 
l^^nch.' 'In the ^vetoing the Kin^ caoie 46^ 
filto-the garden^ but tfaie-'populatei so violenlljr 
Ibronged around bim> 'anil ^expressed their yoifim 
so fromtioa way, tbat be was ^lad to rett^ftt agmni 
into Ibe palace* He then appeared inK)nextf'tble 
bidcoaies, ahd gtatiiied thcsn witU the si^fart of him 
far m^ie thanhahf an boan: « Atibcgbt ithfe rity^'wai;' 
illamimited^ ^snA the itihatHtantaiiseeoied >tO'}ei& 
wiAeach other in the vatietyiwd bnlti^^y^af 
•^ttie devieeBi -. • • • • ^ ' ^^ -•- - ■ ^ -'-^•^ • • ^ 
^ la- tbi0 fiu^eount of tteiF^ardent loyajfy and 'irm- 
pressible enthusiasm, consistent with thenarratiWB 
#IH6h bai^ been givtmitt* ^ feMQP»£v*hinQ o# rap^ 
lbriitis'«i3tfii«Mi<^^^ ^atthwmt t» Napold<»i at 
tthe Cbe^p^deM^; or x»n it^Jboj^m«€iteHl wi^ 
tlhe * ^ert^tionsT' twth wMkh ^ the : BomiMm^oweie 
«ltf aided on'Ube pnec^in^ evsening, and>ttiekiidigB» 
tit^n #hteb the Appearance of « white eodcia^'mt 
tb«4ban^ers cMSed in no itfoonridwriik'prapdrtiQii 
of the popdlation of the city? In no oth6r city 



Digitized 



by Google 



460; FwiiUioft OF 

but pMTJti, Bmoo^ no qtiier people init Vtemhmm 
QMld theta^iteaiigely oontradiclory mqhm oocnri 
l^ to iiim wko is acquainled wiUi the i^tMnot^ 
of t)iQ peof^le, and verged i^tbe ^Mtovy of thq^r 
ya^o% t^eBe eirQiiiiiataiiGe» ip^iU MeaAiov «io 

, h has 4}iv;0^ too .plainly appet^red tbM ^bu 
apparent enjOwsiasin afforded no proof of th^ 
a^tioaof the French, nor even of the aioi^^rity 
oC the PviaianB. Many of those who iiiere Mtke 
i9^h»i ihcene of eztraTan^mce sincerely -M^^lci^Mil 
the return of the Bourbons^ from honest attaelvr 
iMsnt to the cause of royalty abd legitimiicyi and 
from nniejgiied re«peet for the he^eMolrat jm^ 
▼irtiMMis character of the sovereign ; otbess we\* 
coined the Bourbons as. a sepuri^ from th« bm^ 
ceases of Uie fore^n troops^ two days experience 
off wiiichi had ahnost drivem them, t0 despair, ihf$ 
tmated that .the property and lives of his si»t)9MtSi 
%ould not be outraged in the very preseacie ctf, 
the Mvereiga$rr*many mwe iirere iadi£G»nent to^ 
&e form of governmettt and the reigning pMH^ 
htfikin present dKumatiaie^Si peace with £iv«9e$ 
and detiveiance ^tf^m foreign invasion w^mMklH^ 
tiiMtely aod inaq[Nirab)y oonnecled wi^^tbf^ Wf^ 
tmm ofthelegitknacy : mA a 'Hiyf;f^f9ep^^rA9^ 
imAted to paUiafa? their former oppositiim».%ud to 
h^plli»te'tbeoselves with the fpJB^^ ubiehtthey 
oaiiid^no Ipngm rjSMst, Vy the eypiroiswn of;fKD»tt^; 
menttf III wbi(^ their befir^ ^et^M^fgi^..^ TW. 
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hypdonttoal cftthusiMm of these iMpetcfaei -was: 
vialent in proportion to the punishment ^fatdi^ 
tlM^dreaded) at the hatred which they fett. ; T<v 
these may be wMed- another class of persons, not 
less «nnieraiii8 than, eilher of the foitoer, * who' 
with true Parisian feelings saw in the entrance of 
the nH)narch only an amttmag speetaefe, into the 
q^Ht of which they ftilly entered, and which gavcf 
them a^day of recreaJtiOD and pleasure, as the ftirmet^ 
entrance ^f the Allied monarchs^ <iie entr^ee of 
i«Wtej the' return' of Napoleon, and the ceremony 
of Ae Champ de Mai had done before. Th^ 
loyidty 6f Hie Parisians was not however uniin^.* 
mcias ' in^ rts expression. Ewn, amidst the crowd 
in the gardens^ «f the Thuilleries, some cries w^^* 
oeeaskmally heard, which eould not be pleasing 
to its inhabitants; and on the quays and bridges 
many groups assembled, wiiose shoute^of ^^ The 
Emperor fcr ever ! No Bourbons !" hot even4hcl; 
iiaterfe^ence of: tlie nationa] /gliard, imd Mie £&if 
ri^igih' ff'Oops could repress without thie gi^eA^ 
estdjllfc«l^i 

On^A^sueeee^ng ^ Mie King offieiftUy a»f' 
iiM«!«diiismiti)rttrs. The Mneede Taaiey^and' 
wai appointed pvendent of tine cotrndl^ And ^9&imih- 
a^yforforeli^ aiairs; Marshid^iSt;€yr, ministerdf 
war ; Bifnm Lows, minkler of fins^nce ; the Ihike? 
of OtMnteiF, minister of pdHce ; «he Duke ^der 
Ribheiien, master for tbe d^mrtment tjf dye 
King^s ikiiisehold ; BiaroB li^^s^iflr^ aihiiillr lof^ 
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jwidce ; and* Count de Jaocour, w^iiMlm ef 
marine. 

^he tal<^]^te of Foucti^, Talle3nrand9 apd 
lieu were univei^ly acknowledged;. the 
were little known. The object of 4ie King wm 
to include the leading men of all parties, and thuir 
iiiipire unii^ersal confidenee. In thit he woirid 
haye. succeeded ;had it i^t soon iqipefdned that the^ 
QMincils of the moderate and liberal part of iSk^ 
saianlry wene anifbnnly thwarted by.tlie Tioiefliee 
of .their; associates and the secret mnehiailtiowi oi 
Hie coujrt, and that it was imposttbk^ in subk dis** 
OHMlaiit materials AS the re^oide Fou^^i^ Hut reto^ 
Ibtionary TaHeyrand, and. die despotki and ▼in^ 
dktive princes^ ever to amalgraMie. SaipieioB 
and fi^tt* usurped ih&i the place of emtidence smi 
hope. . 

Lewis was tlhis reseated on die throse of iik^ 
ancestors. But was he surely seated tiitve? 'H 
is undeniable. that h^ was restored^ nrt-bytke 
aiSNtif>n»'Of bis sui^eoii, but by ^tbe^bQ|Mie«i c^ 
foreiguers. Notwithstanding tbe dmpl^ •f *«ii- ' 
boanded eathunasm and joy whtofeiiaajM^bSMi 
described; it waa too eirident 1i*ititbe aHl^Dfrity «f '- 
the natiott haritKWW^«teoy pgei^p^ igfti^j**^ 

bim. The latter period of his fermeryw erua i e iii 
had been marked by Such general «i<{iiielwifi 
and diaaflkeiiAn, that, had not Napolemi eaci^ed 
from Elba, the ililroiie of the Sonrbona could- 
not hmr^ been upheld attotber twelveoaMlfc 
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These inquietudes and this disaffection were 
not allayed, they were on the contrary much in- 
croMed by the company in which the monarch 
retorned, and the leaning towards the old system 
nHiich his public declarations unfortunately be- 
trayed. 

Was he then, or could he be securely seated on 
his throne ? This altogether depended upon him- 
self- 

Notwithstanding the errors of his government, 
he was personally respected. Had he been per- 
mitted to follow the dictates of his own heart, or 
had he possessed sufficient resolution to judge and 
act for himself in opposition to the entreaties 
and even the menace^ of his family, he would 
soon have been popular in France, and might 
have established his throne on so sure a basis 
as to defy the attack of every foreign or do- 
mestic foe. 

The people were tired of the changes of the 
reYokitiaa^ yet resolved not to lose all its benefits. 
Their military mania, which before constituted 
bin greatest danger, was subdued, or destroyed. 
The piaeple wished for peace, moderate free- 
d^mk9 and an assurance that no retrospective 
jcjiew^ of vengeance should endanger their pos- 
nemouA or jbheir lives. 

Tb^ unte»»^-d ipciination of th^ King would 
le«l km to ^<if t a system, that woujd have 

YQh, II. 2 ▲ 
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given all the assurance required, and he Aen 
would have reigned beloved and idolized by K& 
subjecte. •' 

He undoubtedly rfetumed under the most tin- 
fortiinafe circumstances. He was forced on the 
people by foreigners; the blood of the Frehdfc 
had too liberally flowed in the contest ; and as the 
price of his restoration, he was obliged to lay 
many heavy burdens on his people, and to sub- 
scribe to conditions humiliating to the glory of 
France. Yet had he on his return dismissed all 
those whose evil counsels had before seduced him ; 
had he principally removed from his intimate 
confidence those of his own family of whom the 
nation was most suspicious ; had he adopted the 
charter, and followed with good faith all its prin^ 
ciples ; had he published an universal amnesty, 
and solemnly declared that neither the pei*sons nor 
the property of any of his subjects should be en- 
dangered on account of their former political opi- 
nions, or conduct, they would have submitted to 
the sacrifices which the Allies demanded, and 
rallied round the throne of the constitutional 
monarch. 

Whether the King of France has acted this wise 
and patriotic part, or, by again listening to the 
absurd counsels of the vindictive and the bigotted, 
has once more endangered his throne, prq>ared 
for the renewal of the most dreadful cdamittes> 
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9Dd perhaps sealed the ruin of his country, the 
aut^pr^does not now inquire. This may possibly 
form the subject of a future work. 

Lewis ipight have been, and still may bepower- 
fiil,. beloved, and happy. May he be wise ere it 
is too late to retrieve his errors ! 






2a2 

J by Google 



Digitized b 



356 



CHAP, yiii. 



Operations of the Bwoarian^ Austrian^ and Russian 
Armies. 

While the English and Prussians were availing 
themselves of all the advantages which resulted 
from the decisive affair of Waterloo, and rapidly 
marching on Paris, the other troops of the Allies 
were advancing in various directions. The Ba- 
varians forming the advanced corps of the Russian 
army and the Austrian army of the Rhine, passed 
that river at Manheim on the 19th of June, and 
on the 24th had reached the Saare without oppo- 
sition. 

At Sarreguemines they found some resistance. 
The place was carried by storm ; the French were 
so closely pursued that they had not time fo 
destroy the bridge, and the Bavarians crossed the 
Saare with trifling loss. On the 25th Prince 
Wrede, who commanded this advanced cor^, 
advanced to Chateau-Salines, and on the 20tb 
arrived in the neighbourhood of Nancy. ' 

A deputation from the city here metliim, con^ 
sisting of the municipality and. officers of the na- 



Digitized 



by Google 



PROGRESS OF THE BAVARIANS. 357 

tional gnard, who professed the good disposition 
of the inhabitants, and offered the keys of the. 
place. The Bavarians entered amidst the shouts: 
of '' The Bourbons for ever!'' On the 27th he 
secured the passages of the Upper Moselle and the 
Meurthe, and on the28th had his head-quarters still 
at Nancy. On the 29th a detachment of his army 
fell in M^ith a body of French between Metz and; 
Longvion, consisting of three thousand infantry 
with cuirassiers and artillery, and after a desperate 
encounter drove them into Metz. 

The commanders of Toul apd MaresaU having. 

refti^ed to suvrendei-. Prince Wrede took nieasureft 

to invest them. This delayed his progress, and 

many ffee corps having assembled in his rear an4 

lUtackad bis baggage with success, he was com* 

.pelled to disperse them before he penetrated 

^further into the country. It was therefore the 2d 

of Jyly before he was able to push his advanced 

guard to Ch&lons. A brilliant affair took place here. 

Qqe, hundred cavalry who had ibeext despat^ed 

tfy xeeonnoitr^, surprised the guard at the gat« of 

Chalons Bn4 charged into the tawi^ The alarm 

.jf^imtAUtly giveni the garrison ran to arms> the 

.xg^te'.w^ shut, and their retreat cut off. The 

Bavarian3 th^n dashed op, overthrew all oppcw- 

$Hm, and effected their escape at the Parisng^e at 

the other extremity ^ the town with iiiconsider- 

aWe loss. , . . , 

T]^;co«un«Hii«^ffifiec of l^^vimcfdgijw^ 
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seeiof that his detachment was thus eommitfeilf 
dismcmnted some BavariaD light horse, brought 
up some cannon, and soon battered down the 
gates. The whole of his corps then entefesd 
at full speed, cleared the streets, dispersed 
the garrison, and captured the town. Six bui^ 
dred prisoners and mx pieces of cannon were 
taken. 

Another corps under the Prince Royal of Wir- 
temberg and General Walmoden crossed the 
Rhine at Philipsburg on the 24th, and proceeded 
to Bergzabern where they met with some opposi- 
tion. Then blockading Landau, they passed the 
Queich on the 25th without much resistance, and 
on the 20th advanced between Selz and Snrbourg, 
where they were vigorously opposed by the enemy. 
The Prince had advanced as far as the heights 
which conceal the village of Surbourg, and was 
considerably separated from his main body, when 
the enemy suddefily appeared and commenced a 
violent attack. The advanced guard of the Prince 
was taken by surprise, and retreated before the 
French with considerable loss, until they fell in 
with the main body of their infantiy. A sangui- 
nary contest now ensued. The French were 
driv^a to the banks of the Sur, where they ndlied 
Md maintained themselves till night, when, under 
protection of the darkness, they effected dieir pas- 
sage and destroyed the bridge. The Prince Royal 
did not think it prudent to pursue the ^i^ny that 
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%ng\kti bot established himself with General Wal- * 
moden on the banks of the Sur. 

.On th^ 27th he continued his march, and again 
fell in with the French between Haguenau and 
Brumath, under the command of General Rapp^, 
amounting to about eleven thousand men. The 
French were once more repulsed with considerable 
loss, and some brilliant charges of cavali^ todk 
place. The Prince briskly pursued the retreating 
enemy, and overtook him again at Vendenheim 
on the 28th. Kapp occupied an advantageous 
position with his left on the villages and heights 
of Lambertheim and Mundenheim, and his right 
supported by the Rhine, with a rivulet in fro jit 
which was fordable only at two points and by n 
bridge over the high road. 

At these fords the Prince directed his principal 
attack, and the French made an obstinate defence^ 
and kept up a most destructive fire of musketry 
and artillery ; but the bravery of the Wirtem- 
bergers and Austrians, and the superiority of 
numbers soon prevailed. The fordid were carried 
at the point of the bayonet ; the cavsdry crossed 
the bridge at full speed, and bore down all be- 
fore them. Five pieces of cannon were taken, 
. some hundred prisoners, and the French sought 
protection under the walls of Strasbourg, the 
guns of which fortress saved them from absolute 
destruction* The Prince Royal then proceeded to 
mv€st and blockade Strasbourg, in which ope- 
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*m(idii Ii6 ^ms en^>tc^d at the eapititlation ^df 

Paris. ' '\ ..' ■'' '* 

*v AofAtiBtriati army uiKier tbe^ArohdnkeFer- 
liinaiid < threw some potitooB bridgie^ d^r (be 
Bhitie at Grefnsadis which he ci^aesod (qbi the 
anight df the 25th and 26th. Basle ivas hnme- 
"diately 'Occupied, and advanced guaitfei were 
{)ushed forward to Altkirch* and Parientrai; .On 
rlhe.27thhe had a sharp action* with Ube Fri^ch 
General Latoorbe, in inyestiog the little fortress 
x^Nei>hreisli\oh. The village of Wickelabeim' was 
strongly occupied by the French), but the^ Aas- 
tiians bringing up an oTerwhelmidg OTperiority 
ofi numbers,' Lacoqrbe was driven from his posi- 
tion \Vith immense slaughter. . =,. 

He however rallied, and on the following day 
imlted at ta strong position between Donnemarie 
and BeMbrfe The nature of the groiind ^labled 
him tO' make an obstinate defence,^ and he kept 
the Austrians in check during the greater part 
*of 4lie day ; but his troops being at kiigth 
worn * dot ^ with fatigue, and his opponents 
having received considerable reinfbrcemerft*, he 
retreated Ti4th the loss of some pieces of cairfnon, 
and mot'e than one thousand men killed^ Wounded, 
and prisoners; - * 

From this place the Archduke pushed on to 
Remiremonty to maintain his communication with 
the JBayari^is and Russians, and to operate on 
the flank and rear of Lacourbe. On the 29th 
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he CHtried'a tstrong fortified positmi-ne«r Mont* 
beillard, but the enemy with great intrepidity 
tetholit jt'vnlihe leveningy and maintamed poises* 
id^n of it dtnring the night4 The Austriam^beii^^ 
Btrom^ly^Yc^tyforced s^in adi^tnced to^ die attdik 
on' the following mcirning) and aft^ t drtddfial 
tshmghter^ succeeded in finally dislodging^ the 
French and obcnpying tiie positioii. . • ; 
• On the 1st o# July Chevretnontjaod Beseiico«iPt 
were carritd by storm, and the Branch -were 
Hdri^^en 6r^^m the heights of Beiumont which <hey 
had sti^ongly fortified. 

On the ^, the town and citadel of Monitbeil- 
lard wtre taken by assault Seveml guna and a 
considerable quantity of stores were found in tte 
place, and the number of prisoners was tery 
great; The army of Lacourbe bad beea re- 
duced to four thousand men by these sangui- 
nary encounters, yet he still continued to= make 
head against the invaders* 

On t^e 3dj at the period of the capitulation* of 
Pari^f, the Austrians were on the road to Laagres 
and Cbaunaolat. 

Ajaother Austrian corps under'General Frimont 
•crossed the Arve near Geneva on the 28th, and 
attacked Carouge. The French were unable to 
resist the overwhelming force which poured lipon 
them, and demanded an armistice for twenty^ft^nr 
hours, in which time they evacuated the valley of 
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ft0 ^¥#» 'Whick coiiid . not faa<Te bcica* eqiried 

^BtBsame Afty^ and the Freach driyan fcwi> tb^ 
btti|^ of Savonen* This corpse afterwards aA- 
Vatieed toiwards t^aris, by way of Ch&low. 

Another army under Count Babna, released 
from the war with Murat, passed Mount Cenis 
on the 28th. The French occupied the tHe-dtu- 
pont of Arly, near Conflans, with about thre^ 
thousand men. While the Piedmontese occupied 
the attention of the enemy on the right, the 
Austrians attacked the position in front, and at* 
tempted to carry it by assault. The contest was, 
long and bloody. The assailants were often 
driven back with loss, and as often returned to 
the chm^ with increased fury, and at length they 
succeeded in carrying the position, but not until 
mwe than half the garrison was destroyed, and 
the Austrians had lost nearly two thousand men. 
While these formidable armies were advancing 
from so many points, and directing themselves on 
one common cenWe, the capital of France, the 
Allied sovereigns followed with another numerous 
corps. On the 27th of June they crossed the 
Rhine at Spires, and had their head-quarters at 
Rheinzabern on the 28th, at Weissenburgh on the 
29th, at Haguenau on the 30tb, at Savern on July 
1st, at SaarebcHirg on the 2d> and at Ha^ mi 
the 3d. 
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The total amount of these armies was eight 
hundred thousand men, against whom the French 
could have opposed no effectual resistance, unless 
the first mcqesses of the campaign had dissolred 
the coalition, as Napoleon confidently asserted 
they would hare done. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Arrival of Buonaparte at Rochefort.-^His Irresa^ 
lution. — Attempts- at Escape. — Surrender to the 
Brkish.^—His Conduct on hoard the BelteropJiom 
-^Inter^ting Comtersation^ — The Question of kis 
Jinal Destination examined. — DeterminationofMi-^ 
i niateri. ta send him to St. Helena. — His ConAici on 
recemng the IntdUgence. — Protest €^ainst the 
Measure.-— 'Another interesting Corwersation.-^ 
His Departure Jrom Torbaj/y and Arrival at St. 
Helena. 

On the very day on which Paris capitulated to 
the Allies, Buonaparte arrived at Kochefort to 
embark for America*. Two frigates had been 

.* The following letters were intercepted firma Lucien and 
Cardinal Fesch, and shew that it was the intention of the whole 
family to accompany him to America. 

To the Princess Borghese. 

You must have learned, my dear Pauline, the new misfortune 
of the Emperor who has just abdicated in favour of his son. He 
is about to depart for the United States of America where we are 
to rejoin him. He is full of courage and calmness. I shall en- 
deavour to rejoin my family at Home, in order to conduct it to 
America. If your health permit we shall see you there. Adieu, 
my dear sister. Our mother, Joseph, Jerome, and myselfi 
embrace you. 

Your affectionate brother, 

Neuilly, June 95. Lucien. 

P. S. I have retired to your fine estate of Neuilly. 
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statioDed here by the provisional government to 
receive him and his suite, and had he lost no time 
he might have effected his escape without diffi- 
culty. Bat, fortunately for the repose of Europe, 
he lingered at Rochefort, deluded by the vain and 
groundless hope that he might be recalled by the 
affection of his army, or the dangers of the 
government. ^ 

From the 3d to the lOtb, he resided in the 
bouse of the prefect, apparently busily employed 
in preparations for his departu re. Waggon^ daily 
arrived from his palaces laden with valuable ar- 
ticles, and he even demanded and obtained from 
many of the public establishments whatever he 
chose to consider as useful on his voyage, or ne- 
cessary for his comfortable establishment at the 
place of his future residence. 



From Cardinal Fesch to the Same. 

Luclen set ofF yesterday for London, in order to get passports 
for the rest of the family. Joseph and aho Jerome will wait for 
their passports. Lucien has left here his second daughter who is 
just arrived from £ngland. She will set off again in a few days. 
I foresee that the United States will be the end of the chase, 1 
tliink you ought to remain in Italy, but recollect that character 
is one of the inestimable gifts of the CreotoTj with which he has 
eoriched your family .^ Exercise courage then and strength of 
mind to rise superior to misfortune. Let not economy appear a 
wcrifice. At this moment we are all poor. Your mother aqd 
brothers embrace you. „ . , ^ 

Your affectionate uncle, 

Paris, June 28. - Fesch. 
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The prefect aiul the general irfao v9M clifl^ed 
hy the government to see btm embwk ^ImJy 
tilled the becBMHty of bis wpeeJtj d%pBt1fwey ^md 
hMti were ready etery tide to convey him toolkit 
ris^; i>nt his irrefiolutilon couM not be oiwr- 
eome. He wad a prey to eonetant anstiety and 
embarrassment. Sometimes he resolved to re*iim 
to l^aris, and make a forcible appeal to Hie fidelity of 
Ini^ troo^d ;— ^then he addressed the gt>Tem«ient re- 
questinga superior oreven a snbordinaite cominnnd 
in theariny; — ^presently he issued! onJers to embark, 
but in a few minntes countermanded them 
nndel'the pretext that all his baggage was Mt 
arrived. Thus day aftw day passed on until flie 
firitish croisei*s, informed of the important per- 
sonage which Rochefort contained, closely block- 
aded the port, and rendered his escape impossiWe* 

All intentions cf embarking were ^mw relin* 
quisfaed, but he remained at Rochefort, undfeter. 
mined what course to pursue, and awaiting ifri 
teHigedce from his friends at Paris. Onf Ae l#(tL 
that intelligence anived, and&lled hfm wfth diMmay. 
Paris had surrendered to the Allies, the pwViw 
sional government was dissolved, and the Kinj^f 
was daily expected in his capital. He fi^w^Q^ 
gretted the golden opp(»'tmiity which hetd^^laist, 
and abandoned bimseff to despair. A MHtoge 
and insiirmduntaMe somnolency stole upon bim, 
and he wai incapable of all bodily or mental exe* 
ertion. • * " "" ^^ *i'.'^ -^ 
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WaHi tke utiiftost difficaity the fmthttA Bertnnd 
rooied bim to a consideratiofi of the danger whu^ 
(M^essed upon him, and when his reeollection r^^ 
lamed, a (hcwsaiMi schemes presented thraoaelises.tii 
his mind, or were suggested by his friends, which 
tuyere abandoned as soon as proposed. At length 
he resolved to fortify the little island of Aix, aM 
defend himself there to the last extremity. He 
esnbaiiced on board the fiigates, and prpceedod 
to the island. Having landed the marines, a]i4 
as many of the crew as he could {»*erail on to 
espouse his cause, he reviewed bis little army, 
diligently inspected the fortifications, and imme- 
diately ordered an4, commenced some repairs m 
them, b«tt ere the close of the following day he 
was convinced of the absurdity of this scheme, 
and abandoned it ^A few seventy-^four gnn ships 
wonld soon have demolished all the fortificatipns 
of Aix, or the blockade of a few weeks would 
have starved him into sulnnission. 
c He now contrived to conununicate with a Danish 
veaseli»and prepared to endeavour to escape to her 
in twio halfi^eqbed boats which be had purchased at 
BocheUe^ but this soheni^ was likewise abandopf^ 
as toer •dan^rous, if not utterly impracticable. 

-He next resolved to make the attempt in a 
amaU French v^Mel with which he hoped to 
^scapeAe v%ilanceof the cruisers under favoau* 
ef ^he ni^U £%ht oi^eers di^ssed as jpooraioft 
sailors were to form his crew, and he was to as* 
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^^4Aguiw> tbfOH^.Kvliidi«bemaginedtiiat 
iHNDuld be im]pot8ibMartc€|rmfl»lttnl//FlMi 
9IUI patfchMed, «ad hastily eqinpiled, «wblhe4u»- 
foiied «^Kre k\\ ttoAj^ wlmi. tkeimaittoCiBdfiraii 
iftd hi* wife failed tbem. Thely burst ittt» leartl^ 
tod throwiog ibefBtadtes at the leet)of.Bii0nq[|arti 
beaoogbt him not to attempt ao ihaaardouaf/ab 
edterpriaew A jGouncil was tmmfdiateiy ^ aniik 
aonad, aod it being the. umaibiouii ^piniai^of 
flw ofioevB that the scbeme waa nearly hoptfen^ 
it vaa relactaatly abandotted. 
. ^ l&vecy clmioe of escape was now cut oS^ ^rhen 
Buonaparte suggested the ridicutous expedieit 
pf seoding a flag of truce to the comiMinder 
of the British squadron, requesting. pernission far 
pass, and giviiig his word of honour that J)e w^uld 
proceed to America. To this an uai|ualified 
denial was iMtantly returned, and C^^j^n Mai^fi 
land,' the, British commander, added, that>.iie{ 
woidd attack the French st^adron the incuwuK 
it teit Ihe harbour. v- i^ 

The cmft of the Ex-Emperw^ was now dpnriite>* 
Lewis was reinstated on histhcoMf ^theiithyln' 
flag was OTdered to be hoisted at Rqichef4rtl rMldi 
it WW matter of aurpriae to all, and pwti^caikrlijN^ 
Buonapartef that instructions were .n#( ;iai«i»«t' 
diatdy sent to arrest bioi. If he lin||«Md HWilitf 
diQT^ ^rfM^^hi^^s another hour, th^ teaV/SNtaKoqid 
n^iglit (yrriTe^ mi4 ^ ^ ^hands of tfaetFieii&h aii(^ 
hi^Wu]iii«P«6l4l9PMrcy« :v ;,> ;j..^. ,.: it >, i;j 
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* He itt)W molted to mtdte a virtue ofiKeeMity^ 
1mA tbrbfer himself on the geiieroi% of the B/d*- 
UA iMttnn. Two of hi» ofl^cers were therefbw 
i^hi d«b]^lched toCaptmn Maitlatid, proposing 
tbe ^iMrreDder of Biidhapatte, 6fi eondition that 
hhsperaoft and property should be sacred, ani 
ttiat on bis arriyal in England he should be per« 
mitted to retire wherever he pleased. To this the 
t^ptain Tery properly answered, that he had no 
mrthiMrity to grant him terms of any kind, ^BBA 
that all he could do would be to convey him mxA 
his suite to England, to be received in such Way 
is the Prince Regent might deem expedient. 

Thia reply was far frdm pleasing to Buona- 
parte, but as he had no alternative^ except to ex« 
j^ose himself and the crews of the frigates to cer- 
tain decrtruction by attempting to force a passage, 
he was compefled to submit, and relying on the 
honour of the Captain, and the generosity of the 
Sritiih people, be embarked on board a flag of 
truce, and proceeded to the Bellerophon. As won 
as Im hfad Attally determined what course to pbr- 
Me, his apiriti and courage returned. He super- 
iiitmded in person the embarkation of bis bag- 
giige^ aatd cheerfully stepped into the vessel whkh 
WM to convey bim to the British man^f-war. 

'About eight o'clock on the morning of the Kkb 
be reached the Bellerophon, and ascending the 
i|u«ttr-deok,'adl^uiced to Captain Maitland, aod» 
in a firm tMie of voicei aad whb tuaiXk ifigw 



Digitized 



by Google 



370 sviaj^EnuEA Of 

fdty of UMoioer^ thus addressed hiai, ^^ I am come 
to claim the protection of your prince, and yo^r 
. laws," Captain Maitland received him with all the 
respect due to his former rank. He had no orden^ 
to the contrary, and th^ characteristic gen/erosity of 
a British sailor woufd not permit him, to wound 
the £^Iings of an unfortunate ^xid fklUn man hy 
any act of discourtesy. 

The suite of Booni^Em^te consisted of Co^nt 
Bertrand, formerly gra^d marshal of the pcdsiQet 
the Countess BertraiKJi, and thvee chiUrei^ ;• the 
Duke of Rovigo (Savary) ; General Lallemand ; 
Baron Gourguard, formerly aide-de-camp to Na- 
poleon , Count Monlholon Semonville, who was 
likewise aide-de-camp to the Emperor, the Countess 
Month^lon SemonTille, and a child ; Count JL^ 
Casses, counsellor of state, and his son ; Si^v^ral 
other officers, and forty domestics., 

The Bellerophon immediately weighed anchor 
and sailed $ot England, but beiD,g detained by 
contrary winds ,4id not arrive aA TorJ^ay ^ntil the 
24th. Despatches were immediately Awarded t^ 
government, requiring instructions withr^fard to 
the disposal and treaitment of the important pri- 
soner. 

The foljowiog letter, written by Buonaparte 
himself to the Prince Regent, and claiming his 
protection , was enclosed : 
*' Royal Highness, 

Exposed to the factions /^'hich diride my 
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fcountiy, and to the dimity of the great powers of 
Europe, I hare terminated my political career, and 
I come, Kke Themistocles, to throw myself on the 
lio^pitality of the British nation. I place myself 
under ttie safeguard of their laws, and claim the 
protection of your Royal Highness, the most 
powerful, the most constant, the most generous 
of my enemies. ^ Napoleon*/* 

RoehtfoH, 13<A Jutt^. 
■ I .. . ' ■ - ■ -■■■ '■ ^ 

* The reader is here presented with the original French of 
this curious document : — 
'^ Altesse Royakb, 

En butte aux Actions que divisent mon pays, et a rininutie 
des plus grandes puissances de TEurope, j'ai termine ma car- 
ri^re politique, et je viens, comme Themistocle, m'asseoir sur 
les foyers du peuple Britann'\:]\ie. Je me mets sous la protec* 
tion de ses lois, qui je reclame de V, A. R. comme le plus puis- 
sant, le plus constant, et le plus genereux de mes ennemisv 

y NAPOLEdK." 

His allusion to the illustrious Athenian has been justly censured 
as puerile and absurd. There is little similarity between the 
surrender of Themistocles and that of Buonaparte. The former 
had been the saviour of his country, "fend had made her mistress 
of Greece. In the very zenith of her prosperity she became un* 
grateful to her benefactor, and doomed him to perpetual banish- 
ment, Haviflg sought in vain a safe retreat among the Grecian 
republics, and in the harbours of Thrace, he threw himself on 
the generosity of a monarch whose fleets he had defeated, and 
whose &ther he had destroyed, 

Buonaparte had once made his €Otintr)' the mistress of Europe, 
but while she maintained her; jj^h: estate her gratitude kn«w iio 
bounds^ She unreluctantly ^^^i^^wjered to kim her liberties, lier 
treasure, aiid the blood of her dSldren* It was wlien he had h^ 

2b2 
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. Wiit)€' the BHtiih g^^enutieat Wm ttetibctoatliig 
on the UBMUFe^ to b^ iKkpted in these lune&r 
pckJted-'^Hd delicate eireqiii8tatioeg> Baotnpur^ 
yielded to'the vsdn hope tfaa« lie should be|M& 
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cfline}t1teiijQs(«fyffrof his fiDumtiy, whm he Iwdlidd, her prodtiv^ 
b^ri^^he bayonets of foreigners^ that she was compelled to efMSi^ 
him from her soil as the bane of her prosperity and her peace; — 
Themistocles sought refuge with a monarch whom he had htrnt- 
l^ied/aiid over wh6m he had uniformly triumphed ; Buonaparte 
fled-to a-people by whom be had been repeatedly v a nqui s had, 
|di9aeglpr)rJMhad contributed toescalt, and who hadl^lybo^^n^ 
th(e principal ahare in hurling him from the throne of powecvrr- 
Xbemiftoclea shewed much courage in turrendering himself to 
im arbitrary monarch, whose pride he had so severely humUedf. 
and whose revenge .he had cause to dread ; Bu^naparte^ vaoH 
quiihed and powerless, had no outrage to fear from those w)un# 
gloiy was so intimately connected with their opposition to hum 
and whose proudest cbaracteiiatic it was to spare the fallen foe. ^ 
There was howevjer a tdnuiarity between .Themistocl^ and 
BuAnaparte of which he probably was not aware hitpsetf^ at^ 
whiob is not a little curious. Themifitocles has been described 
)^jl J^lutarch as ambitious of glory w4enterpri;Be.**-Np ope win 
4^iy that ambitiwi and the love of enterpriae have been ih^ 
jeading fcwit^ jn tbg character of Buonapatte. . It is said ^ Th^ 
misto^l^ that in the midst of adversity he pos^et^sed resources 
whi^h^onld. enable him to regain hissplendour, and eveik laoom^- 
matkd i<M>tiine.-^In the nqpidity with which Buonap«rte.iiecovei«d 
f rom.tbe.lM^ of the Russian <$mipaign ; in the strug^e ^bisb he 
jf^inlain^iHtb till tbapowera o£ Etirope, eveii in the ^eiy heailt 
of France, at the dose of. wl^ich, had it not beenibr. faiaii^hBipus 
dnpli^ty^ he would. have been reco^ised Emperor of Freace, 
j^nd w<(»|ild have ruled oieer an extent of territory of which evtai 
LewiaiXiV oou^ not boaat ; and in the rapidity witk wtufbhe 
overthrew the B.(H:|iiMm8y aoid'tetuBMd tlttSfleptv&tiBtte&lw^ 
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mitted lof tende in England, undar ^gom^ 4ttlct, 
but not-oppresshre and disgrec^ul wrmUmot^ 
Buoyed, up by this expectation he waftcbeerlu) 
aii4 affable, Mid scmi in^sKiated himself t^itlji 
every peison o n ijoard. - Mtieh ef bi» tim e ^as 
Upefat in his <cabin^ alom^, where he emptied 'bim^k 
^elf in writing and reading. The English tifett^^ 
papers were eagerly read by him, and those es- 
pecially which were most distinguished for their 

wre^^'from Ms gripe, we behold the full d)$pky nW teiowdcf^ 
whrdi could eren comtnand fortune.'* The ambitioii of Thiil 
niidtocles was directed tothe&ggrandisemeDt of his counfry ; and 
tmrely it cannot be denied that the grand wish of the heart of 
Buonaparte was to make France the mistress of the world, and 
to contribute to her internal embelhsbm^nt, while he established 
her external power. In the accomplishment of these objects 
both were equally careless of the justice or honesty of ^e means* 
The total disregard of Buonaparte for all the precepts of Ino* 
tuUty needs no proof. Themistocles^ fearing that the advance of 
the Persian monarch might prove irresistible, sent an agent to 
his camp, secretly to intimate that Themistocles was anxious foir 
hid safety a«Hi adtised him to retreat ere it was too late* The 
F»rfei«ln halted ih his career, his project was blasted, and Qteect 
<was saved. When he' wa» imable otherwise to aioUld the people 
t^ his will, he impiousiy tampered with the mint^iers of religion, 
and dictated the oracles and auguries that he wished ; and, t6 
vlose his list of crimes, he secretly counselled the Athenlat^to 
bmfBk the fl«et oi tkeb Allies, then peaceably anchored in the 
l^insitt, Mid tfauB render Athens mistress of the seas.' 
ft- In dther respects the coincidence is curious. Both were boto 
«f •bscure parents; both shunned the society of their yt^atbful 
•c6nkpamQiis, and both have been sacrificed to i^ suspibiOns '^and 
«|qikdHiisifltta:«f :tbectteimeBof theb^^qe^^ ' v.; :::.j^^ 
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viruiejace against him, and whichi through motii^^ 
of .delicapy, were at first kept from hie sight* £|0 
often appeared on the quarter deck, and gratified 
the curiosity of innumerable spectators, who from 
the rising to the seittin^ sun surroun^d the ship 
anxious to gaze upon the luan with wJbose ftime 
the worW. had nmg. 

His suite treated him with the mostpvofbund 
respect* They never approacbedhimf^ entered 
into conversation with him but at his invitation.; 
but he &,ioiliarly and es^^erly conversed witbr tbe. 
of$ca^ of the Bellerophon, aad even with th6 pri- 
vate sailors and marines. On every political sobjtet 
he expressed his opinion freely, and ajpparently 
without reserve. 

He declared that be would sooner have perished 
thw have delivered himself up to Russia, Austfria, 
or Prussia. The sovereigns of these countries 
were despotic, and might have violated with im- 
punity all justice and good faith by his imprison-* 
meut or death : but by surrendering to the British 
natioja, he ., tiire^ himself on the generosity ^ 
every individual; He professed his intention of 
adopting the English ciistoms and manners, ^nd , 
expressed, his solemn resolution never again tQ* 
meddle. with politics. Ha affirmed that bad nott thi^ 
been long bis determination he should not il«ve 
been on board the Bellerophon ; that he was ear- 
nestly entreated by the army which had retired 
behind the Loire, to Join thesm a^d.reftMme^ his. 
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tide; and with tti6ir aidl and the indignation 
wbi<ih the conduct of the Allies haid excited in 
France, he Would iiave been able to have main- 
taihed a harassing war during many years, but, 
added he, ** 1 have sworn that not another drop 
of blood shall be shed On my account/' 

On being asked why he objected to surrender 
himself to Austria, where he might have been 
safe under the protection of his father-in-law. — 
" What!'* replied he, " give myself up to a na- 
tion without laws, honour, or faith! No: the 
moment I had got there I should have beeft shut 
up in a dungeon, and never heard of more. In 
surrendering to the Ehglish I have given myself 
up to a nation with honpurable and just laws, 
which afford protection to all persons.*' He spoke 
of the affair of Waterloo, and said that he did 
not expecl that the l>uke of Wellington would 
have given him battle, but that he would hate re- 
treated j and waited the arrival of the Prussians, 
" in which case," added he, " I must certainly 
have been beaten ; I was therefore delighted, 
when, on the morning of the 18th I saw the Bri- 
tish retain their position on the opposite heights, 
and I acknowledge that I felt myself certain of 
obtaining the victory. Never was battle so se- 
Terely Contested as that of Waterloo. I knew 
and felt^ and my troops joined in the sentiment, 
that the fate of the campaign depended on the 
issue of that day. My troops -did their duty ; they 
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^^HT foii^ better ; . aa4 to the feetfimntimtiment 
I rje^ept with aistonishnn^iiA. on the fira^^m -i^ 
iffhifih the BfUi«4i recm^d land r^pujbed^tbetr 

y He wag aaked why he obdtiniitalyt CKmtiimed.tim 
J^Ofagemei^t after he .knew of ibe .arrival oC4be 
:]^r|issjan4, or whether he believed jthat they wearp 
lyli^f^cu^gtupon him at that crideal momeBt^ rHe 
ani^vf ^red that " he was perfectly awa^ of it» bot 
did JVPt I'egard it as an ;affairf of muc^ conAe- 
iq^nee,of^ he wb9 certain that tfaey mitst be 
closely pursi^ed by Grouchy;, but he* was bd^ 
;tray€4 by some of his Generals^ and he bad no 
chancy against the bravery of the best troops in 
the world, and the treachery of thqse in whom fas 
wost confided/' 

Beii^ asked how he apconated for the strange 
fis4 |inp?^rfiUeled route of hisaxmy^ he .answered, 
th^t trefason "had there been busy ;— that tfee 
ccmsterpation happened at a time ofdarka^^sn, 
when he was Qot able to rally the fugJiAi^^Sy 
fmd when espe<^ially he could n<^ sheiv. kmii^ 
to them, which he was peorsuaded w^uM> bavi^;«f- 
leetualty i^storedorder,^ — and that in^ths cjEtfifuawaa 
x)f the night he wa^ borne away by,tbej9r^iRd, 
and obliged to fly himself/' The jn^agter ift ettahled 
to judge from the account which has.been givenjcrf 
th^ battle of Waterloo, how f^^r the yai^My^of 
Buotijaparte bad deceived him, or. he wasguility,^ 
tSeliberate ledsehood. ; . . -i ..^^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



1^ Wteti^be'WM iMked Mi optftUm^ ^hotdrynO- 
liiigtafi, he generally attetoptedto^vade the qnei^- 
tion ; btit} be nerer used^ a^ single eKpression de- 
rogatory of the Duke's military talents. When he 
^'ias> mere item usually communicatiTe, he frankly 
adiiiowledged that the Duke of Wellingtoa had 
proved himself to be the first general of the ag^. 
He sometimes spoke of his fdrmer atdrieve^ 
wento. " Ah^" ^id he, one day, *' thought «6 
hanre died when I entered Moscow, ii^^ T had aC^ 
tained the Tery pinnacle of glory ; but from tfert 
hour reverses and disgrace have perpetually a^ 
^tend«l me. And yet, had I followed the dictate 
<tf ii^y own mind, I might now have been great 
and faappy^ I would hare made peace at Dres- 
den, I would have made peace at Chatillon, bttt 
Afaret, with well-meaning but fatal zeal, per- 
suaded me against it. Your fine country I iOA 
^hce resolved to invade. It is perhaps fortunate 
for me tbatmy intention was never executed. Thtft 
cdwiardly traitor Villeiieuve wonld not obeytBfe 
^i^ers which he received. I would have landed ai 
neai^td Chatham as I could, and have dashed at 
^ouee for London. I might have failed^ f mlgM 
bave^peiiihed in the attempt, but the prize wM 
iwbtlh tto hcbNtrd of' the undertaking*. 
^'' •-''■-'--■- ' ■ ■-■>..--- ^ 

^-"^ He gave a curioils account of what occurred between Sit 
%4ae);iand^and himself. at Acre.- ^ Sit iSdiiey^iiliibirted 
leveral proclamations among the Freaoh^tiyMWc^ ^}mli^t4t 
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The stiiTeftder of Bttonaparte **o'1iie Bf^sh 
power was the highest compliment which he 
could pay to the national character* ai*d wiH form 
a proud era in Briti^ story. When the surprise 
and exultation which it at first occasioned were 
somewhat abated, the question of his fa tore treat- 
ment and destination was agitated in every po^ 
litical circle. Some violent and illiberal mfen 
would have doomed hitn to instant death. " De- 
liver him to the King, or to the people of France, 
and let him suffer the punishment due to his 
crimes/' was their furious cry. 

The answer to this was easy. It would have 
been disgraceful to the British character to have 
delivered up, unclaimed, to certain death', a 
stranger who had thrown hiifiself on our hospi- 
tality, afid it would have been time enough to 
have urged this measure when Frsmce had for- 
finally demanded the fugitive. The Kiogof France 
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them wav«?r a little, and I dreaded the covsequence. I (therefore, 
in the next order of the day, asserted that the English commander 
was mad. This irritated him beyond all bounds, and he sent me 
a furious cfhalienge to meet him in single combat This I 
of course refiified, and eniaged him yet. more iby^addklg, thtot 
whqa he bvo^t the Dulse of Mvlhum^ugb to M09&i hi», I 
would accept h» challenge. Sir Sydney fought bravdy» yet X 
should have taken Acre had he not captured ray battering train. 
You English have been every way my ruin. But for your con- 
stancy I shotildf have been Emperor of l3ie West ; and *wl it liot 
: been for you' I *ould likewise have becitCmperor 6f the East: 
bfut wherever a ship could get I was always tmre to find 8ome<rf 
the English to oppose me.** 
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w<>d^oet, and could not hxve clainied hhu. To the 
King of France Buonaparte Ttaa net amenable.-^ 
H^ was no rebel. He had revolted from no alle- 
giance to which he had solemnly sworn. He bad 
never been the mibj^rt of Lewis. The contest 
between JBuonaparte and Lewis was that betw^een 
two indepeiadent sovereign®. The Emperor of* 
lElh% under the pretext that certain treaties had 
not been observed, declared war on the King of 
France, invitded bis country, and expelled -him 
from the throne. Haid Buonaparte been con- 
quered he might have been justly detained a pri^ 
sonerof war, and, considering bow necessary it 
ws^ to deprive hi^ of tbc power of again d?sturb- 
ing £urof»e, hh ^confinement ngight have <been 
stffie*, «r even perpetual ; but no law ef Rations 
would have givei» to the French monarch the right 
of affecting his liife. 

Be could not have been delivered up to the 
French people, for tvben its will had been freely ex- 
pressed, it bad threatened him with no punishment, 
it had demanded of him no account; on theeon- 
tTBty, it had plai^d bis person and his liberty 
uttder »he sa^uard of the national bonouh Whe- 
ther he db^rved tb expiate Ms crimes on the scat 
fold is not now tfee question. If indeed ^at cjues- 
tkta were agitated, the author wi5uld not, be found 
in the ranks of the defenders of Napoleon. Btrt 
wban those representAtivw -who liad been nrost 
fi»^y chosen, and who were moiit Ikostite lb hfs 
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t:yi*am)yi bad .not only, refrained from proc^ingt 
vindictively against him, but had expressed thaiv 
grfititude fqr bis voluntary descent from power^and^ 
j^^ped bim under the* special protection of tiie 
itatiop ; and when no impartial tribunal then es^ 
i^ted before which he might have been justfy aiv 
raigned, it would have been an everlasting' blot 
qn t)^ei glory of England to have ddiv^ed him 
into t^ hands of the faction which was now pre^ 
dppii))^nt) and which thirsted for his bloiod. 
^ JBy>bi8ir!e;ception on board a British ship^ lie 
l^af} rendered it a point of national honour Iosck 
c^re bjs life from danger, and his person from 
Qutr^e : but no delicacy or couitesy to him cnhiU 
lessen the imperious duty of the Allies to acooim* 
plish the avowed and leg^tun^taolgectiifthe wwv 
and preyent him from, again distm^bing tJb^ peace 
of the world* , . . . • i ,, . 

Th? qu^tioa on which the cabinet now; dsU*. 
berated iiffis.bow a generous regard to bis ccanlsii 
could be reconciled with the aecni% of Enropej 
He had demanded to be permitted toif:rm^t^im 
England^ and he ^ad pleased hi^Ksetfiv^^ tin 
hope that .this boop wou)d have.ibeeni extorkdb 
frppi tjbie characteristic generosity of Britatiii^wd^ 
did not however require a moment's 4eUbeRto 
tion to perceive the impossiUUiy of ,a$Mdittgi/te 
his request. ,. , . , r-Yi 

In JEngland he would baire bi^n.];itt««b too^s^n 
the theatre of his former exploits. He might 
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imlb tSMhitiiain^ an undetected coirespondence 
witfc the factions which continued to divide his 
iSmh^ppy country. He was indeed ready to give 
his i^ord of honour that his political career wa» 
fat 'eret i^Iosed, but they who were well ac- 
quatnled with his character and with hunian 
Botikreknew full well that it would have been 
impossible for hikn long to have resigned those 
feelings and those visions in which all the powers 
of his nrind and air the pleasures of his fex-^ 
iirten<^e had been centred ; his word Of ho- 
nour had likewise been too often violated ; and il 
basd seemed to have been the policy of his govern- 
ment to encourage and reward in his oflScers a 
breach of that parole, which with every noble 
mkid is sacred and inviolable. 
, Without exercising over him such a stirveillance 
as would have been a constant source of jrrttattbn 
and in^sonsistent with all comfort, it would have 
\feea impossible to have prevented him from hold*^ 
iog intercourse with tlie disaffected, and, at some 
wiexpected pei-iod, escaping from his guard, and 
re^tppearing on the theatre of the world to open 
ii^w the bleeding wounds of Europe, In truth, all 
pbssible precaution would have beeo ineffectual to^ 
qmet every apprehetision and remove every danger - 
ilj^dth^ British government would have taken upon 
itself a dreadful responsibility, if, by any false de^ 
lii^acy 01- imprudent generosity towards a fallen 
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foe, it hud'ocmipromiBed tiie grand object of the 
war* 

In £nglattfl, then, Buonaparte eontd notbeper^ 
mitted to reside with comfort to himself or security 
to Eurc^t, Bor cotild he hare been snfieried to itri-* 
graA^ to atiy distant neutral country. There his 
correspondence with Flinch traitors wonM iwiTe 
been unrestrained, and against his return thence 
no security could have 6fxisted ; but eouM some 
distant and isolated spot be found, whither the 
steps of the factious could nerer penetrate, attd 
whence escape was impossible, many unpleasant 
restraints on his personal liberty, many precau* 
tiops inconsistent with public or private enjoy- 
ment, might be dispensed with, and the fears and 
suspicions of Europe might cease. 

The island of St. Helena presented this spot. 
Twelve hundred miles distant from the nearest 
continent,---^frordiDg in the whole of its circum- 
ference but one harbour, and that difficult of ac- 
x;ess, strong by nature, rendered yet stronger by 
art, and bidding defiance to a sudden. surprise and 
%o a regular siege — ^the ocean being commanded 
from it» rocky steeps to the extent of sixty nfiiles 
Hin every direction, this island fwresented every 
character which could be desired. Hither it was 
lletermined that Buonaparte should be sent, while 
^very provision was made for his comfort, and 
isveu his luxury, which prudence would permit-^ 
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aiid,doubti[6j98, he will ere long ackmowledge, un-^ 
less he should laoient in this distant bajiisbmeiit 
th^ destruction of many vain and faitUess and 
atrocious purposes which he yet contemplated, 
that in the comparative freedom which he will 
there enjoy, he experiences more real happiness 
than any residence in England, subject to constant 
espionage and suspicion, could have aflForded*, 

* The following^ instructions to the j^idmira^ with whom Buo-^ 
naparte was to sail, and the official letter in which these in^ 
structions were contained, shew the prudence of the British 
govdrunent in adopting every necessary precaution, and its anx- 
iety to contribute as muck as possible to the comfort of the il- 
lustrious exile.-<~Preparations have since beea made to build a 
handsome residence for his immediate occupatiou, and a vesdel bits 
been de^>atched laden with materials for the purpo^, and with 
a profusion of the most elegant and costly furniture : 

LETTER FROM EARL BATHURST, SECRETARY OF STATE, 
TO THE LORDS OF THE ADMIRALTY. 

' Downkig^street, July 30. 

My LoRPS.'-rl ^i^ your Lordships to have the goodness to 
4*9mmunicate to JJear- Admiral Sir George Cockburu a copy of 
the following memorial, which is to serve him by way of in^ 
struction to direct his conduct while General Buom^arte mmaiijis 
under his care. 

The Prince Regent, in confiding to English officers a mission 
of such importance, feels that it is unnecessary to express to 
them his, earnest desire, that no greater personal restraint may be 
.^nployed than what shall be found necessary faithfully to per* 
form the duties of which the Admiral as well as the Governor of 
St» Helena must never Ibse sight, namely, the perfectly. secure 
detention of the person of General Buonaparte, Every thing, 
which without opposing the grand object, can be granted as stn 
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Tbat tfae British nuniatry excetded it» {M>:vr^ 
by detenttiniAg to seciude tbe too*celtbratqd 
Mniager io tlu» scditary abode, caiinot b(^ denied. 
WithOot the sanction of parliament, and mthovt 



iadnlgcnot, will, hk Royal HighMM k coBHnedl, he aUiwaJ 
the GenertL The Prince Rq;ent dependt foi^nr on tbe weU« 
lnM«m seal and i«aolute chavacter of Sir Geoige Cockbom, that 
he wSl not suffer liimaelf to be miBted, impmdettdy t» demte 
Aon the perfcfBMMi^of Us duty. BATKimsT. 

Memobial. 
When General Bnooaparte leaves the BdlerophoB to go o& 
hoard the Northnmbedand, it will be the propevest Buomeot lor 
Admiral Cockbom to have the effects examined whkh €ienertl 
Bnonapaite may hare brought with Imn. 

The Adunral will allow all the baggage, win^ and pr an i s tom 
which theGenend may have brought wiA hia, to be taken oa 
board the Northumberland* 

Among the baggage, his table service is to bcttnderatood as 
'iniiludedy unless it be so considerable as to seem father an ae- 
<tlde to be converted into reuiy money, tfam for renlvatt* 

His money, his diamonds, and his vaiMbW eflbota (asnsn 
•^foently bilk of ^cchange also), of whatevtr kind At^ muf he, 
«BustbedehveTOdup. The Admiral wiH dadava la die ficnaral, 
4hat the British goivemmentby no means intends ta caaisaate his 
fifoperty, but merely to take upon itarif the atehustaatiaai of 
4iis effects, to hinder him from using them as a maani la fa^h 
asMlefak flight 

The enunatttionsbsU be nuOde in the pit a c n pe of a ymm m 
ssamed by the General; theinventory of theetihcte toberataiped 
4Bhail4>e signed bf thk person as wdl as by Uie ReaV'Adiaisal, and 
^bf tbe person wknn hashall appoint to draw i^ the iwvnntocj. 
The interest .on the principal (accorcUng as lus pro|^pty k i 
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^ttn fexpfess act for the purpose, they had no legal 
ri^t to detain or thu& dispose of the stranger vrho 
liad sought the protection of the British laws. 

'.But the necessity of the case, and the wisdoin of 

or less considerable] shall be applied to his support, and in this 
\tmpGCt the pnncipal avrai^geiaents lie left to him, 
"' For thiA vea&op he can from time to time signify hp.wis)!)^ 
I to the Admiral till the arriyal of tl^ new doven^r of 3t» H^eqpi* 
..and tiftcnvittdis .t« tin; latter ; and if no objection is to be iiwide.to 
1m pcofMsalr the Admiral or the GoyerQor can give the t^^cmm^ 
orders, and the disbursement will be paid by bills on his Ma- 
jesty's t;reasury. 

« In qaseof death, he can dispose of his property by a la^t^ill, 
Mud be assured that the contents of his testament shall be £ut]^- 
fixlly executed. 

As an attempt might be ma4e to cause a part of bis proj^^riy 
•to pass fbt the piopecty of the pc^ons of his suite; it must be sig- 
nified that the property of his t^ttendants is subject to th^ same 
regulations* 

' The diBpoeal of the troops intended to guard him must )^, left 
|# t^ fioTtnior. ' The latter however has received, a iMtipe, in 
the case whidi will be hereafter mentioned, to act accordii^ to 
the dflsir^ of tlm AdmiraL . ^ .... 

' The General mrvst be constantly attended by ^ , offii^r 
.flippeinled-dthef by the Admi ra l , or the. GevenKHr.. K the 
^ J eneiiri i# allowed to ^ out of the boi|iids wbcm the seo- 
Hinel* aire plaeed,.oBe eodedy luaa at least mu«t aocompai^ the 
ofllicer. . • . ,^ 

When ^ps anive, and as long as they remaiji iu sinbl^ ^ 
'Oenttnd fiHMt he ooaAued to the limks where the sentinels are 
'^|)ilaeed.' - Dufiag this time all commnnictttMm.with the inbahii^ 
^nts'W Chidden. >His cpmpamom.in St. Helena i^reaid^ioet 
dmtiftglfais time to the mme rulefl^ and must remaia .wijAir^inl 

tor. n. '2c 
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their decision, form a safficient excuse for tfiia 
vigour beyond the1aw,ancl parlkment vill doubts 
less reddily' and thankfully grant them an indem*- 
nity for their conduct. 

At odKT.times^ it is left to ^e judgment of the Admiral or Go- 
vernor to make the necessary regulations concerning them. 

It must be signified to the General, that if he makes any at- 
tempt to fly he will be put under close confinement; and 
it must be notified to his attendants, that if it should be found 
that they are plotting to prepare the General's flight, they shall be 
fleparated from him, and likewise put under close confinement. 

All letters addressed to the Greneral or to persons in his suite 
must be delivered to the Admiral or GU>yem0r, who will read tbem 
before he suifers them to be delivered to those to whom l^ey are 
addressed. Letters written by the General or bis suite arc sub- 
ject to the same rule. 

No letter that does not come to St. Helena through the Se- 
to'etary of state must be communicated to the General or lus 
attendants, if it is written by a person not living in tbe island. 
All their letters, addressed to persons not Uving in the idand, 
must go under the cover of the Secretary of state. 

It will be cleirly expressed to the General, that the Governor 
and Admiral have precise orders to inform his Majesty's govern- 
ment of all the wishes and representations which he may 
desire to address to it ; in this respect they need not use saaj 
precaution. But the paper on which such request or represeqta- 
iain is written, must be communicate to them open, that they 
may both read it, and when they send it accompany it with euch 
observations as they may judge necessary. 

Till the arrival of the new Governor, the Admiral must be con- 
sidered as entirely responsible for the person of General Buona^ 
parte, and his Majesty has no doubt of the inclination of the pre- 
' tent Governor to concur with the Admiral for this purpose. 

Hie Admiral ha9 fiflV power to retain the General on boanl Mt 
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c Buonaparte heard of the decieion of the oouncil 
thjhoa^h the medium of the newerpapers before it 
was officially announced to him, and his inortifi^ 

•hip, or to convey hiih on board again, when, in hisrophiion,i&c 
8fectiri*defentidn of his person cannot be otherwise «*iftctJNl.' ' * 

TVheihiSie' Admiral arrives a« St. Helena, the G<ytrem<rr wil 
«p<Ai his representation adopt niieasureB for sending immediately 
to England^ the Cape of Good Hope, or the East-Indies, such 
officers or persons in the military corps of §t. Helena, as the Ad- 
miral,' either because the^'are foreignere; 'or on accotint of theit 
'Character or iAieir dispbsMons, sball tAiink'it adViseabl^ to disi)ifa(b 
fHnsL the tailit&rj' service in St Httena. 

If there are strangers in the island whose residence in the country 
shaH seem to be with a view of becoming, instrumental in the flight 
of General Buonaparte, he must take measures to* remove them. 

The whole coast of the island, and all ships and boats thstt 
visit it, 'ate placed under tbe sufveilktnce ti the Admiral. He 
^kes<the places which the bpats may visit, and the Governor wHl 
fiend a sufficient guard to the pmnts inhere the Admiral shall con- 
sider this precaution to be necessary. 

The Admiral will adopt the most vigorous measures to watch 
*over the arrival and departure of every ship, and to prevent all 
comfnuhkation wi^ iiie coast, except such as he shall allow. 
* Ordm will be issued to prevent, a|^r a certain necessat^ iiv- 
terval, any foreign or mei^ntile vessel from going in future to 
St. Helena. 

If the General should be seized with a serious illness, the Ad- 

"ihirat and th^Govertior will each name a physician who enjoys iJieir 

-confidence, in order to' attend the G^neml in comtnon with hSs 

own physician ; they will give them strict orders to give in every 

day a report on tiie state «f his health. 

In case of his dteth the Admiral will ^ve orders to convey bis 
body to England. 

Giv^ at the War-Offlce, J^uly SO^^ ldl5i 

2e2 
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cation and rage were extreme. At first , h^e pe«^ 
reipptca*ily declared that he would not be taken 
from the Bellerophon alive. His suite fully partici- 
Pjated in his emotion. When Madame Bertrand 
learoed that she was to b^ secluded for life on the 
barrcn rock of St. Helena, she bunst frcnn the 
cabin, rushed towards Buonaparte who was then 
parading the deck, threw herself at his feet, deli- 
riously clasped bis knees, and then running to 
the side of the yessel, would haye; precipitated 
herself into the sea, bad not her pfirpose been 
violently prevented. 

Two days elapsed before the arrival of the Bri- 
tish coimmissioner, during which time Buonaparte 
had reflected on the inutility of resistance^ and 
had become reconciled to his fate. Perhaps be 
could not conceal from himself that it was impos- 
sible for the British government otherwise to dis- 
pose of him. He again began to shew himself to 
the 4^owds which constantly surrounded the ship, 
and his countenance sometimes brightened into a 
smile. 

He now diligently employed himself in writing. 
The greater, part of his compositions were imme- 
diately destroyed*. Among those which were 

' — 1- n r- r ' ' ' i • I - 1 . " 

♦ The following interesting fragment «f a ietter to the fUa-^ 
presn had been torn, and thrown fromthe cabin-window- v > 

«< Madam, my dear and honoured Wife ^t^Atteadiog oaoe 
more solely to the intevests of France, I aih going to abdioatft the 
throne ; and in closing my own* political career, to bring about 
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preseirred, airf which have seen the light, was 
the following spirited protest against the right 
which th^ British government had assumed in ba-^ 
nishing him to St. Helena: 

— — " • I ' I ■ i > 

the cotnmeDcemeut of the reign of our dear bod. Mj toider-^ 
ne&8 for you aud for him impels me to this step no less than my 
duties as a monarch. If he ensure, as Emperor, the happiness 
of France, and as a son, the happiness and the glory of his mo- 
ther, my dearest wishes will be accomplished ! Nevertheless, if 
even in his most tender infancy I can give up to him all mj^ au- 
thority in my capacity of head of the state, I cannot, and it 
would be too painful to my heart to sacrifice also the inviolable 
rights which nature gave me ." 

The annexed proclamation has been widely circulated in 
France, as the farewell address of Buonaparte to his people, and 
composed by him on board the Bellerophon after he was in- 
formed that he would be sent to St. Helena. The atithor does 
not vouch for the authenticity of the paper, but merely states, 
that in many of the political circles of Paris it was confidently 
attributed to Buonaparte. If indeed it be the composition of 
the Ex-Emperor, the Allies are not only justified in banishing 
him to the isolated rock of St. Helena, but bound to diligently 
watch the first attempt at flight, and then immure him for life in 
-tome dungeon whence escape would be hqpeless. — 

" The machinations of treason have obliged me again to sepa^ 
o^. fifom you : but the victims of the same trefison I lament only 
your misfortunes. 

I coveted the sceptre but to sway it for your glory and welfare. 
The knowledge of my devotion to your honour and prosperity 
excited the hatred of the sovereigns of Europe. Had I sought 
Qtily to reign without regard to the interests of my people, 1 
should have established in their estimation the legitimacy of my 
title to the throne. Had agriculture been neglected, bad manu- 
fi^tortes kngutthed, bad debt accumulated, and public spirit 
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^ I ^nyfest solemnl/ in th^ fkceotintKfenVOA^f 
men against the riolatioti of iny nstoMmci^ed r^kts 
by thfe fbk*cible disposal of my petsota, and of iny 

been degraded, then I should have possessed the assured friend- 
^hip of rival potentates. Had I circumscribed the prosperity of 
the empire to the embellishment of its palaces, or sacrificed the 
majesty of the throne to the preservation of the royal authori^^ 
then my dynasty might have possessed the inglorious inherif- 
ance. 

The sovereigns of Europe confederated against me as a legis- 
lator whose establishments nurtured and animated the talents and 
industry of the community of which I had been elected the 
chief magistrate, and they proscribed my person as the shield <¥ 
the power and independence of the state. The enemies of a re- 
volution which had triumphed over the abuses that occasioned it, 
and mercenary traitors insensible to the calamities of an invadecl 
country, associated their efibrts to paralyse national exertion, and 
make you believe that war was my policy, and peace the booh 
which the governments of Europe solicited firom France." ITii- 
willing to sacrifice the illustrious remnah£ of your defenders, thus 
isolated from their country, 1 yielded to the wishes of yotii* n^- 
presentatives, and, to consummate yoiir security, I suVrend^ett 
myself into the hands of my enemies. * 

History affords no example where repose and indep^ndelii'de 
were the rewards of submission, but 'many ilwStaniies of indivi* 
^ual devotion to (he hopes of a ns^tion. Sincfe ihe fetal tnomimt 
when France announced that she ceased to comb^ ibr h*r*lftft!rty 
and safety, what misfortunes, crimes, and huiniDatMis hlive 
devastated and degraded the empire ! War T^ith tSl its devasta- 
tions, conquest with all its violence, tyrantiy wlHi M Its MUs^^ 
and subjection with all its sbame, have bve^helttied you. Out- 
rage and perfidy have outstripped ev€fn my fot^bbdfh^ ' ' ' 

The perfidy of Austria which uncovered' my "fine told bcet- 
•ioned my ^sasters in Russia, wludi bamt^ Fdltrnd, tMMid 
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Kfo^rtjr. I came freely en board the Bellerophon. 

I aim not the prisoner, I im[i the guest of England. 

Onee seated on board the Beller^phon, i-Kvaa 

immediately entitled to the hospitality (Jefus sur 

the mUitiiry convention of Dresden, and negotiated but to be-* 
tftfy ;— the perfidy of Prussia, whose monarchy I preserved 
wben treason had undermined the throne, and cowardice had 
mndered the kingdom defenceless ; — of Russia, whose ci\il, mi- 
litary, and political history is a series of systematic contempt of 
fioth md equity;— -of BaTaria, whose unparalleled turpitude 
^obliged me to fight at Leipeic for preservation, and not for con- 
quest ;•— of Swiflseriand, who for a paltry bribe sold the tran- 
quillity of her citizens, the safety of her country, and the sanc- 
tity of her neutrality ;— of England, whose sophisms have anni- 
bilated public law, and whose policy, since the era of Pitt, has 
unblushingly substituted power for principle, and expedience for 
justice : not the recollection of all these perfidies had prepared 
lae for those which have now been emulously perpetrated by sove- 
reigns who professed that they bore arms against France only 
so long as I was seated on her throne. The most lawless barba- 
fians' have never manafested such cxmtempt for solemn obliga^ 
tiooi. The* darkest ages have never presented such scenes of 
tinacheryiHld Ikentious direction of force in an unresisting coun- 
try* Thfe misttfUble King, who was content to render France 
tboirpn^t ha» even his wrongs to plead. The mockery of^ his 
svay deseocaitesifhe drvinity of his right, and he trembles lest the 
^^ugettnce of 4fae nation should sweep him and the despoilers 
ftiMb^t^sdll be£br€ the work of ruin is accomplished. 

• ' Fr^<^ttient you are* how told that not only my ambition, but- 
jpour ceutumaeious spirit of Conquest demanded punishment. 

£^rtn the aoquintions of former sovereigns and former epochs 
ante now cited as your crimes. And by whom are these charges 

HdvBDced ? By sovereigns whose empires have been formed of 

meo^v^ eneroadunents on the independence and territories 



Digitized 



by Google 



ft/^ PEOTJKST OV 

k.fa^r) of the BritiA jwc^. If /tke gfl^tror 
ment, by giving orders to the Caplaiit'of the Bel- 
lei^lKm to receive me aad- my aiiiteiy intended 

.* f , — ) ; > ■ ' I 1^ . * — ' -I : ' . -» ' "i ' * Mnj 

of theitfieighboure. Wliat was Russia in-the 4 »B gi >mn > g of ih^ 
laj^ ^ent^iry ? How became the electpr qC . Simrwtenbiwtglj 
monarch of a powerful kingdom ? Has Austria absorbed QO 
kingdoms, dismembered no provinces, and does she now hold no- 
dMnain by the sole tenure of force ? Look at the map of Eur6pe. 
Hti France only usurped ? Do all iA^ stale» rec(^oised> Qsiu^ 
i|^f)^ii4enl, wen, by ,^be treaty of Wes^halia, cigiet;?' I^^ok avoutti 
the ^lobe. See the English flag flying in every quarter, and in 
qpuntnes where religion, laws, and ku^aH^eAfenost difesoivait. 
Has. she oot subjuf^tod the geeater part of Asia f Is ahc^ndt $tiU 
end^vourit^ to force the rampart which se|NU«les. her !fi«ia 
China, and has she not been waging a seeoad war *a leeoTOf her 
influence on the American contioei^? 

Our ambition was security. . If Englaiid bad 4]«t cspii^d at 
the soverdgnty oi three^fourtfas oi the gb>be, I dioukl have ten^ 
porized with the unfriendly •counsels of Spain* If Russia bad 
not partitioned Poland and aimed at empire i& the teuth, I nerer 
should have proposed to repulse her from the Vktula to the 
Volg^l. £ur<^e had. acknowledged the baneful influence of 
Inland's usurpation.. The blood tha^ baa flowed fbrthe^kat 
twenty*five years has flowed at her purchase ; attd Suiope wiM 
furdier rue the ejrent of a struggle that refMye«.>the aseendnt 
aney of a civilized people for thedomioation^nonlhfliabafbiriBtia. 

^ Ifou are accused of having preferred war to p^ifuee, aa^loug as 
war was successful. Your answers are these* . Who fiowtimmd 
i^inst your revolution? Who violatedthe treaty. of. A»e«s^ and 
violated it with shameless disdain of truth? Wil^^ 'l^ Wted kie** 
gptiations rei>^tedly ofiered, or broke them wbea rCOWlifiliQa 
^as jpxacticable ? Who 4eclared the. war of .whif?h^ya4,*ittCLR9W 
4ie yictijps ? Is it npt of th^r own decreeing ?,. J i^flgreittedi yoof 
sacrifices. I wa^ moved to vindicate your iodi§^tle$r:J^tiI 
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mewly^to^lay asomirefor ae, it has forfeited iU 
bodoar, and sullied ite flag/ 
/ If this act be constiininated, it will be is Tain 
that the English will talk to Europe of their loy- 
alty, of their laws, of th«r liberty. The Bri«idi 
faith wilt have been lost in the hospitality of th^ 
Bellerophon. 4 

I appeal therefore to hiatqry. It will say thM an 
enemy who made war for twenty yqars on the 
people of England, came freely in his misfortone 

adopted the policy of peace, which was the will of the nation, 
and I respected it as the bond of nnibn betwe^ me ttiid my 
people. Ffenchmen ! posterity will judge how far I am re^ 
sponsible to my country for the event of our military- efibrts: 
They will decide, when the records are before them, whether \ 
could have mastered fortiuie ; but my love for France, my gratitude 
for her confidence, and my devotion to her welfare can never be 
subject to enspicion. To France I owe my existence, and the 
coraciousness of that ckum has confirmed the vights of natAre. ' 

'-Frmdkintd ! I am still yovr Emperor ; bttt I hold Hie crown' 
for my wbl and your iotesestB. - His iuc^oskm can alone ensuHe 
the fruits of your efforts against a dynasty whose reign is identified 
with youT slavery. Foreign force may support the throne of a 
patricide king ; but the power of fifty millions of Frenchmen is 
not to be permanen%^ubdued. You- have acquttied monmibi, 
tetuseftil experience. You ai« now convinced that arms alone 
Ma raddemyoU from vaisalage and ignominy. 

• Cherish the brave men who have fought your battles. They 
will again conduct you to glory and victory. 

On the rock ^he^ I am doomed to pasd m3f future days by 
Hiedicdoyftl sentence of your enemies, I shall hear ihtt edho of 
yeor ttiuBipb^ and tuikiti liie loctnof its horison, liie flag of yoo^ 
inde^ientotioe, • • 
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to'stek ad adjiuin uiui4er its laWB. What n^w 
striking proof could be giTe of his este^B anddf 
his confideace ? But how did they answer it in 
Ebgland? They pretended to hoMl out an hoi^ 
p^ti(bl€^ hftnd to- tiiis (Bnemy, and whed' he- surreii^ 
d^red ' himself ' to' themi in good faith, they sadri^ 
fioed him. 
On board the Bellerophon, at sea. 

August 4. NAPd^tBONl** 

Sir Henry Bijinbury was the person ehai^i^d 
with the communicatioji fo Buonaparte of the de- 
termination of governqient to send him to the 
island of St. Helenai with four of* his friends to be 
chosen by himself, and twelve domesties. He 
received the intimation without stirrfmse^ but pro* 
teMed against the measure id the mo^t emphatic 
mauner. He said that he had been forced to quit 
the islc^nd ^, Elba by the breach of the treaty 
made itfith.-him by the.soir«reif;iiS;of Eumpe^*^ 
tiiftt he hitd exeVted himself to prevent <he renewrf 
of hofitilifies ; — but that when they became unJ- 
avoidable,. and the fortune of war decided againi^ 
hiip» .heiyii^idfidto.tibe voiceof hia.ei)ueim)es» and, 
ack thisyhaddedared itt tiie fa<*e of the wrlAf tlnl 
it was against hitii only that they hfeid tekwp up 
ardis,«he abdicated the imperial crown of Francfe 
i^ the full confidence th^ the AJlies , would be 
^ithful'lo tbeir solemn, declaratioiii, m^ li^aTs^tl^ 
Fredoh to (he seMieneat of their own a^rs ;^^ 
that his first wish had been to retire ta OediiJto nt 
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country of America, and there derbte himself ttf 
the pursuits of literature, but that disappointed ill' 
fliat, be had next resolved to seek protection in 
Britain, and had therefore fearlessly and nnconi 
ditionally placed himself in the power of the Brii 
tish government. In this predicament he felt 
himself entitled to protest against the mesistnre 
now announced to him. 

He next entered into a long argument to prove 
that the government could not, consistently with 
f3ie principles of the British constitution, thus 
doom him to perpetual banishment without accu- 
sation and without trial. 

^ Sir Henry atisWered, that he had no commik- 
sibn'btft tb make known to him the resolution Of 
ministers, but that he woold faithftilly report the 
dbjectidns which Buonaparte^ had stated. 

The Bellerbphon now sailed from Torbfey fd 
kjeet the Nrtrtlmmberland, t^Wch' wAs appointed 
to convey Btibnaparti to the jplace" of his debtinSU 
tkm. In the evening Sir^ G^, Cockburn, vj>bo wadi 
«D accompany him to St. Hdeiia, went on bdad-dthe 
Beil^rophoi^ with Lord Keith, ^<1 Was introduce* 
to- hJs' char^. AgreefeHy to inst^Urtibns, the 
teremoby with #hich Btibnapartie had hitherto 
been treated' was now disccmtinued, and tbe AdJ. 
mirial, approaching him, simply pulled dff his ha4 
-m' he ^(MM havetlone to mibthet* general, atift 
(*iid, *^>HoW 4o you do GeherW BiioriapHrfe?*^ ^ 
'^BubB«pai<l6'ii^^urpiw^^ and 1^ 
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tj^nt; he then replied in a slight and lacQnic 
manner. ' 

A momentary pause ensued, when Buonaparte 
commenced a philippic against the British govern- 
ment for the outrage which they were com- 
mitting. 

Lord Keith and Admiral Cockbum made no 
reply, but an officer who stood near observed 
that if Buonaparte had not been sent to St. Helena, 
he would have been delivered up to the Russians. 
•' God keep me from the Russians !" exclaimed 
he, with an expressive look at Bertrand. 

Sir G. Cockburn interrupted a conversation 
^hich could lead to no satisfactoi'y result by in- 
quiring at what hour he should receive him on 
board the Njorthumberland. Buonaparte hesitated* 
He then suddenly turned to Lord Keith and ab-, 
ruptly asked him,^ what he would advise him to 
do. His Lordship repKed that he apprehended 
no other course could be pursued, than to , sub- 
mit tQ his fate w^th 2^ good grace. Buonapart^ 
then appointed the hour of ten, but immediately 
ftfter recall/ed his consent, , and beg^^n A more 
viqlent harangue against the British. gQva*niiient^ 
, Another officer interrupted him. " If youha^ 
remaiji^ed. at Rpchefoii; another hour, you woiil^ 
have been taken and sent to Paris.'' Buonaparte 
turp^d his eye on the speaker with. much suf; 
prise and indignation,^ but pttered not a word. 
The address of General bftwevw aoo» roused hin^ 
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again ; " you have sent Ambassadors to me/' said 
h^, " aj3 a sovereign potentate, — ^youhave acknpw* 
ledged me as Fii-st Consul Is this the hour chosen 
to insult roe ?^ 

Admiral Cockburn was anxious to terminate .^ 
conference which threatened to produce some, ijn- 
pleasant consequence, and bowing to Buonaparte 
returned to his ship. 

, Buonaparte now took an afiectioijate leave of 
the faithful companions of his adversity., With 
mapy tears they expressed the pain which it gave 
them to leave him. A Polish Colonel was pecu- 
liarly hurt. He had accompanied Buonaparte 
through most of his campaigns, be had received 
seventeen wounds in his service, and i^ow, on his 
knee3, and with, tears in his eyes he entreated that 
he might be permitted to go .with him, though it 
1 were in the most menial capacity. The order to 
send off the Polish officers had been peremptory, 
and Captain Maitland, almost equally affected with 
himself, was obliged to refuse the brave fellow's 
request. , . 

Count Bertrand, his wife, and children, the 
Count and Countess Montholon, Count Las 
Cassas, and General Gorgaud, with nine men and 

■ J r ' 

three women , servants remained with Buona- 
parte, and the rest were sent on board the Burotas 
frigate. Buonaparte's surgeon nlone of all his 
attendants refused to accompany him, and his 
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iilace WM (mjj^lied 1^ t)ie surgeon of the ficUe- 
rophpq. 

At half part eleyep on the foilowiagmonuQgBiio- 
naparte went on board the Northumberland. He 
bad nqw regained ipore thanasualcheerfulnes9,,and 
mounting the side of the vessel with the activi^ 
of a seaman wa» received by the marines ais a 
iGeneral. He immediately adviinced to Sir George 
Cockbura. ^\ Admiral,'" said he, ^^ 1 once more 
protest against the injustice of your country ; bpt 
^I know my situation and must submit/' 

An interesting conversation soo>b afterwards took 
place between him and some gentlemen, a few 
fragments of which have been made public. 

It began by his once more exclaiming against 
his detention. 

** You do not know my character. You ought 
to have placed confidence in my word of honour/' 

One of the Gentlemen said — '^ Shall I speak the 
plain truth to you ?" 

" Speak if 

" I must then tell you, that since your in- 
vasion of Spain, no Englishman could put trust 
even in your most solemn engagements." 
" "I was called to Spain by Charles. IV to assist 
him against his son." 

" No— raccording to my opinion, to place King 
Jpseph on the throne." 

•♦I had a grand political system. It was necea|. 
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BtrOKAPAHTE. 3^ 

sary to establish a counterpoise to yotir enormous 
power on the sea ; and, besides, the Bourbonil 
l^ad always entertained the same feeling, and 
adopted, the same system/' 

*' It must however be confessed, that France 
under your sceptre was much more to be feared 
than during the latter years of Lewis XIV*s 
reign. She was also aggrandized," &c. 

" England on her part had become more power- 
ful/' Here he referred to our colonies, and par- 
ticularly to our acquisitions in India. 

"Many well-informed men arc of opinion that 
England loses more than she gains by the pos- 
session of that overgrown and remote. Empire/* 

" I wished to revive Spain ; and to do much of 
that which the Cortes afterwards attempted to do/' 

He was then recalled to the main point, and 
reminded of the character of the transaction by 
which he obtained possession of the Spanish 
Crown. To this he made no answer, but again 
recurred to the subject of his detention, and 
after much discussion, concluded by saying—- 
** Well ! I have been deceived in relying upon 
^our generosity. Replace me. in the position 
from which you took me/' 

Speaking of his invasion of France, le said with 
great vehemence— -" I was then a JSovereign. I 
had a right to make war. The King of I^ranoe 
Jiad not kept his promises." ' - ^ 

He afterwards said exulting ly, »nd laughing 
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audi dmlng his kead~'' i ms^ War on 1ti€ rM^ 
at Frmtce with s^ hmidretf tnett' and bi^'feitm foo!^ 

: lit sftid that iii co^jfitiin^ him as'w^ did, we^ 
were " acting like a littk aristocrAtie pd9mi^ knd^ 
nof lite a great free people." '' "- - 

' Of Mr. Fox he said, he knew Mm, amf hadlieeir 
him at the Thuilleries^ — " He had not ydftr prt-' 

, ^> Mr. Fax, General, wte a ztolous^ patriot with 
regard to his own country, and besides a citi:Sr6h 
o^theworld.^'. ' ' ^'' ' 

** He sincerely wished for peace, ahd^' wished 
for it also? ' His death prevented the conclusion 
of peace. The others were not sincere/* 

He afterwards observed — *' I do not say that 
I have not for twenty years endeavoured to ruin 
England ;**^and then, as if correcting himself for 
having inadvertently said more than 'was pru- 
dent — ^** that is to say, to lower yoii — ^I wished to" 
force you to be just — at least less unjust.*** 

He was asked his opinion of the British/ in- 
fantry? ' ' V t .1 / . - 

^' Lonff wars make good soldiers — (he cavahy*' 
of both nations is excellent — but ydur JTrtfl- 
lery have derived much improyeineiit 'fW)m ^xre 

French/' ^'"^^4^"^ 

'Of the l>uke of Wellington he seeme^Tfc^S^^i 

giving any opinion. li. 

To a question concerning Le wis5C VITI, he repliea . 
** Heis a good sort of a ms^n, too fend oi&e^ 
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tiUs mi :fat^ 9m]^i9ifpL He 10 mt, 
fer Hie VfemBik. Tlie D!iiclie» of Aagotttane m 
tike #Bly BNM^ IB tbe femily. Tbe Frapdi wKit 
ime mmh.9rfmvBL mmfaelV 

He afterwards broke o^t into MOie iMewli W 
i^pdj^at*^, conduct of tbe AUim mA enlktU 
^erfidMWkand trwcbtrow. 

He once more i^ke of St. Helena^ and expi'fwwA 

hiiD«elf not ooJy indignaiit, but^Hifpriwd at jheing 

sent there. . 

^^ I would have given nay word of hoQtmr te 

have renuiined quiet, and to have held no ^iti* 

cal correspondence in England^. I would have 

pledged myself >not^ quit the place aasignjed inet 

but to live as a simple individual/' 

^^ That seems to be next to impossible ; for 
tiuMigh you have had great reverses, you conld 
never so far foi^et what you had been as to feel 
and conduct yourself as a simple individual.'* 

** But why not let me remain in England upon 
mj parole of honour ?'" 

^ You foi^t how many French officers violated 
Hidr parole of honoor, and that not only you did 
w>t express any indignation i^iait tfaeflSt but 
VMnved tban with particular distiiictiott--Lefelii» 
wm Desoouettes is an instance ef this.'' 

Buonaparte made m> reply, and die couversatkm 
ended. 

Aftra* waittog a few days {or proviaia^s aad 
flpre«t the Northumberland sailed for St* lUieaa, 

▼•JL. u. 2d 
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40^ ARRIVAt AT ST. HELIBNA. 

and arriyed there on the lM:h of October. Bao- 
naparte was lodged in a prirate honse until a 
suitable residence could be prepared for him. 
During the former part of the Toyage he was the 
life of the crew ; but as he approcK^ft^ the place 
of his destination^ kis spirits flagged, and when 
the rugged and barren voefas of St. Helena first 
presented themselves to bis yiew, he hurried tot 
ISh cabib, and barst into tears. Every possibfe ar^ 
i^ngement is rapidly making to contribute to hi» 
Comfort, and He inay yet be happy in the society 
of those whose fidelity is worthy of a better objept^ 
if he can fo];get his visionary schemes of ambition, 
and the incalculable misery which be bas wantoQly 
produced^ 
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n,APF£N£aX TO VOL. II. i 



At Ib^ «i]^ge^oa of several intelli^nt friends i^viio were 
110x10119 to possess every authentic document relative to 

.- the glorious affairs of the i6th, l7th, and 18th of June, 

' and at the same time to furnish materials for the future 
historian, the Author has added the official accounts 
transmitted by the Allied commanders to their respective 

; ^g^iverBiiieBts, together with the French details of the 
campaign. < ^ 



No. I. 
THE ENGLISH ACCOUNT. 

My Lo^d, Waterloo^ June 19th, 1815. 

Buonaparte havbg collected die fine^ second^ third, 
fourth, and sixth corps of the French army, and the Imperial 
Guards and nearly all the cavdry, on die Sambre, and 
between diat river and the Meuse, between the 10th and 
t)ie 14th of Ae month, advanced on the. 15th and attacked 
the Pruifian posts at Thuia and Lobez on the Sambre/ 
at 4iRy*l^ht in morning. • 

I did (K>t hear ,of these events tUl the^venkig of the 15di, 
M&J'Bnmediately ordered the troops to prepare to march; 
2d2 
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^04 A9MMM3t«\ 

tatf'di^fWMt m^mofA^toAtk left, aa «6oii as I bacT i»Mf 

%CJtK^'finM]^oAer^after!$to pfMe tlial die eaevcf 'a moi^h 

lli^iK 'iipitMfe Cbtfferbi w^ die rtal attftdu = < 

^^^^ttamf iri^ove llie^Pifu8£fw poa& fton^ Ae Sambie o« 

&at day; tind General Ziethen^ who commanded ihe covpa^ 

i^ich hid b^ir 1^ Oharicroi, Tetinad ilpoa deurua; tmd 

Mtt^a^f^hcQ Bineher voncentmted ibs Pt asMsa aan^ 

%p^&rthibrrf, hokfiiig the viB a g^ ^ St. AaMdid mdi,JJgi^ 

^'#ettt«f'hi9poB]lioii. j^ 

X' The enemy captinued hit murch ^kmg ^dia- r<ttd .firoi|i 

iShfoler^l if^wai48 BnixeUea, and on the tame ^rmmg^lfifi 

^Y5&V iittaclL«d a brigMe of the anny of Ihe NetterlaaAl^ 

^iaMe!^^TiiM%4e Weimar, poated ^ Fraane, and feitteftit 

vteiftLlo^e jAum^oiise on the same eoad, called JUe^Quatf^e 

^^ ^lPb6^Ptow^i(rf Orange waiaiedktely reinft^«#dtbi$.)>aicM(e 
Whiiim^^of thetame division, under General Pe|?p#mpl^, 
'^Mid «er^ memtig early regamed paft of the greuitd which 
'chad'he6ii4o8t, io ar to^ have tiro condanaidEd of the comaMW* 
(ritkki %afiii^ from Nivettesmd Bru»^lie8^ \«th |ibi«^ 

Btd^K^'#{l08ition. .^ ,[ 

'^ 'iir lll» keantime^ I haddUbwcted db wbol^^araiy to m9f(f& 
^"c^n Lefl^QtlalferBraa^'and ^ fifth cUvisiim lindrnr JJf^ 
Heiittl^ehend 3ir Thomas JKcloa amved at ahou^^^f^^*^ 
past two in the day, followed by the corps of, tr<^pi^ WI^f 
^Itb^ j^l^ of BriOMMol^^^ and aftermrrds by the, €pfit|i|gent 
'-^'Nassan^- ■ .■ ^ • ^ , . . ,,, ^jj 

' tfti ^tfass^ time die etteniy commeBoed aa fttladlB i^on. P,Wf^ 
Blucher with his whole £o^c^e:[f^eptii^ die firft w^9fif^ff9^ 
'" cbr^s ; arid a ^corpa of cavalry under Gemnr^l ^^ffnaa^ 
'tyidtwhidi^h^ attacked ouc post <atiI^,Q^^ 
^ • -l%e'Pd*w«afl army mabtainad thek poski^ ifHbe.^i^ 
^^uttJ^^^fttgy and; peneyeaiactf^ii|j|i||^%psat Jijy;^^ 
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i&n\Ah^l sls'tbe fdinub 'cbrpiJdf dteiriKrmf, §m^Ofi]||i:«|l 

I wished, as I was M^Ueefeed tajBeVi, and 4e tyoop9i tl^5^ 
%dliy 4ffifRirtii:fular, wfaick kni a k>fig ^sta^ffe ^ imri^lu.'b'^ 
^fp«:*am<ted7 'Irh '■ . ^' . •''':■• b ^:.{5 

^^«<^«i'iaaidtaiifi^. dinrpofidttoa'alflo, imd-cotnpl^eite]^. .^ 
^A«l«df»id7e^ub^d Mi the enem/s dtleitlpts tQ<ge( j^o^^^ 
^IdfrJD^fl^ iUte eneihy repeatedly altabke^l tM l?i|th;«rji9ligie 
body of infiEintry and eavalry, supported by. a imi|iei)9m .apll 
poitetftdiarftineiy; Ik madesor^ral chargea with '^e^ft^lry 
^vpQn^at iaiantryy biit all'vere refpulsedin ftfae^U)adias> 4H^ 
ateVi '!« this: i^iir; hia Bi6yal Higjbntis^ (^ .Prvice.-^f 
'Orangey Mie Duke of Brunswick, atfd I^ietit$Q^*4^U»je^l 
ISir^Thomas Pkton^aiid Major^General Bm J^rngSoKfjinfi^ 
and Sir Denis Pack, who were engaged friam the eomni^Q^ 
^'trt^t 6f did ehiBtty^s attack, higUy diatingiiiabedt tkewq^es, 
lisr w^'^ liiettlenant-General <jhades Ba«(pi|k Ai^vp^^Affypr- 
'^enertri Sir C. Halkefv Iiea«e«anl^eiie#id Cook^^a^ 
^M^iXileiKerab 'Maitiaiid a&d Byng, 119 they> moc^l^^ 
' thrived. Hie tnyafM of die fifitk^iviaim, and tiagm i^t^e 
Brunswick corps, were long and severely enp^^'l»Ajq9iir 
"^tict^d^hems^ves wMr Uii vMiost gallaiitry» I sMlstpar* 
ii^a^ mention the tMrealy-€ight|i^ fdtjhsecMdi Jefv^i^y^ 
«i^h> wd niiletyHsecoBd regknfinka, , and tim b^SMlJIfl^ >^ 

^^ -Oiir teas we^ gwa*, ^i y^>nr Lordriwp iiri]). p/^r^vie>y 
the enclosed return ; and I have particularly ta regret this 

^%ietie^{f)g}fness the Duke of Br wawick||vlWfle)li. fighting 

^'^i(all&«y^ at the bead of his troopi. 

t^^-^ ^AUhoiiigk Marshall Blucber kadmaiataiaedhia positiQn^M 
Sombr^f,1iestiU' found himielf much weakened by.tb^^^- 

-'#tiit^ of (he cotttetft iii which he had been epg»g#d,,nH], ac 

^iKi^%hardi t^tpi bad ijsil urmed, lie dptuofimi t»i|»U,J^lb 
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406 \wznmx. 

and concentrate Us arm^ npon WaMce ; and bervmcbdyil 
the night after the actkm wa3 •¥er. . ,,j ,,, 

^ This movement of the -Mamhai's rendered n^oeasaij' a 
corresponding one on m^ parl^; and I retired feom theCmo 
of Quatre Bras upon Genappe, and dience iipoti Waftet^ 
the next moming, the 17th, at ten o'clock* : t 

The enemy made no effort to purauei Mapshal.Bhiribrr, 
On the contrary^ a patrole i/vbicb I aent to S^mbr^f inxiie 
morning, fonnd all ^piet, and the enen^'a ^idetfee3.%tt Imfk 
as the patrole advanced. Ileitber did be.attewipti to^vnokat 
our march to the rear, 4dlkoijq;h piada in tk^ Middle ai ^ 
^ ilaj,. excepting by faUmfitig, wttLalvEgf^hody ^ofi cavalry 
' brought from hk rigbt^' tliecavairj uader ,tbo £mI of Ih'^ 

VWge- 

Tbia gave Lord Uxbridge an offK^r^waifty jo£' cbnr|^g- 
' Aem with the fii^t life Guarda, upon- their ^ebowdiaiBani 
the village of Genappe^ upon wbicb^oocdsita bas' lieadAip 
baa dedared bimsetf to h^ w^ ^^^fi^d'with thati^giment. 

The position vfbickl took . up, .in Ak^M- «f Wafcerloo, 
crossed the high roads fipconCharteroi and Niv^as, mi tasd 
its right thrown hack to a rtm^ WSar Merke 'Brtme, which 
was occupied ; and its left esdbended Ui a he^t ribove 4ie 
k^cmlet TerJa-Haye, which was likewise occupied. 'lii 6*nt 
of the right centre; and ni^r the Nhrellea road, we ^eciipled 
the house and garden of Hougoumont, whicb CcMeretfthe 
return of thait flank'; and, fn front of the left <l€^tri$,''4l;er'^- 
cupied the form of La Haye Sainte. By'<Mi^*feft^^'C<W 
municat^d with Marshall Princ^^ BIu^ber/atVTavi^V^^^gb 
Ohain, and the Marshal bad promised me 'difatf ifh catt'We 
should be attacked be would support me witlP'cine or more 
l^rps, as might be necessii^y. '" . . ^m ; 

The enemy collected bis army, vtridi the excepiioii'ol'llif 
^krd C6rps, wfakbrhttdbeen senftooibame M^AahBfaaeltar, 
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I4ibft MiBe>of^h«i|^ in^iw^^ e9U|lpe,<^Jthl» iiji^t 

of the 17th and jeBt£r6M:f^ja:Mvami§imd 2I nlHmtteno'ciQck 
h»*tmtmtutuxd »idrioiiULattt4k upon^piir po^^ ^ H^fgou- 

tfikittefil %aghilHrigaAeL«f ti¥Md(ywbi(^b w^ifiio^pfPiSi^ia 
iMrew; and it wiw for ■Muntinre va$der,th^QW9p^ff^^^ 
i ti€W>omali Oclbiid Macduiudd^ aad aftcfwai^ .^ jpffionel 
(Home; and I ma haj^py -^o add^ thai it wap^ qu^iitaiiiea 
tbrongbemt ihe day nMth the tBtmostgallgatr^^it^cfebiw 
i#oopa| MrtwUintaodfaig the fe^eatedt^niii ^.%ge;l^diiet 
^jfitheeMMy^laofatain pdMetaiaD of 'it. {; ..; ^ >,.::m ,: - 

This attack upon the right of oiM^^oeiiire wad-^cQ^ip^iiM 
-hif a:v^yfaaa«y «aMmiade upoti Mff ifhoi^ Iii)e^y4pkl^>^a8 
dftfliiied to Mipport the repeated attacks of cavahy-aAdjn' 
fentry^obcasMialfy iamed> bfit sometfan^s* s^p^a^ ^hich 
iviira twldi «pom it. In. one of :tfaese, the eQem}» c^ji^d 4ie 
A#mJio«se of La Haye* Sainte^ as the d^cbmeat of die 
light^lMitUdiQn'of ^ le^n which occiipie4 ^ bad es^pended 
;att its ftntntBMmitioft, and the enemy occupied t^e on|y>oom- 
ja«^c9lioQ ttepwaa^mithA^iil. . , . 

The enemy repeatedly charged our infantry witUhjflfjavalry, 
Imt tbese attacks w.qre uiufonnjfy unauc^essful, and they af- 
forijkd o|iportu^ities to our cavalry to ch^ge^ in one of which, 
.Lcffd. £• SoQierset's hdgade, consistbg of the Life Gus^-ds, 
ifioyalHoiaeGiiard^y ami First Dragoon Giiard«^ highly dis- 
Iniguisbed theoiselves; as did that of M^r-Gqn^l Sir W^ 
Sfomaouhjf hayiqg tid^ea nsany prisoners and an eagle« 

These^ttacks were r^eated till about seven in the even- 
ings wfa;eii the enemy made a desperate effcirt with the ca- 
iKalryaaditi£siilry, supported by the fir^ of artillery, to force 
Ottr left centre sear Ae farm of La Haye Samte^ which af* 
te^r a severe con^st was defeated; and having observed that 
4iAti]D€|Mi ntirtd&om this attack in great confu^jion^ and 
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«flBect; and as I could perceivco^y fafMrf lijij if anaony* «JI 
^^W*fItP|i»ce BJttclii^ nUi a 

j??fP^' of Wi ar^^fp.tbf leftr^fw )io9%^^:tti^a>}Ii4kMi- 

whole line of infantry , supported bj die canlf9ii»«dAitiiii^ 

'^^jttta^^lj f vjjc^^^4ia^^i»iy pc^, Ac^meaaji WA^fadbed 

ijMifi^^ U fif.'^Scl.touUijlidgei^ioM 

^undrai;| ^drJ^ft^.fti^^^ 

^J|[ <QP^t^^l^.%..fi^^ ^.Long.fiifcertfia^f^ mMiA dim 
^njlviued it, only on accent Qf^%i^giii^id^fim\Mifim^ 

foupi^pys^^^ /ro^ii^tb.a^foiMt{9hft^^ 

assuffid oie of to ^tfeptiQii to^fottow tj^tf^el^Aii^ui^ik 
l^e^oi^t }.li« ^^ sent mo ^ord: t%f^MIRifiB(|^^dMtHl^«lidl 
:ti^ei^ jjUty piei:^ pf anmoi|Jbfl99gmp)D l|MimiWi^{^nB4^ 
i^d sey^l pacrifagesj hi\SS^H» fi(<r M ^PW^t^ ^ Swi»»p M*i» 
in G^j^pe,' J ^, ■ {. .. , - r ..» ' -' ^;v. ■' • .-^ «^#" -^'^i^ 
' 1* proj[)os^ to myvp, this^mornipf,,9jp)p. I|^i^^ 
to ^i^C9ntiii|ie m^cv^^Ffttioofl. ,, > ,„:< , xr*iiju.i*o*^ W 
Your for^a^p yij| obserye^ that sujpb.fi^^peptet a^oioi) 
coul^ not be |o^ |L|id aucb.a^va^i^gei |}mJ4<M^flM 
gpm^dji^ ^f4i<^H^ Hir^^. 1^?^^ ««^ ^ *» fto»iy,«DoiMidkidftirt>i 
our's has been immense, Jnloeuteni^ijl-G^p^ ^^likfinmqit 
I^c}on,lus W^^^tj^^as sustioned^ie losa^of fM^i|[^e^ii^ 
bas freque^^y disjipguisbed himself, in Jkk^u^f^ ;omiimi 
l^/.ypilPwly ^eadip^his divisicm lo^ plwi;eiifiMii)l»l9Qiiap 
by^whic^ one of ^e mogt,8eijkMiaaltecJw,|W<te ¥y IMWWPH'* 

The iBarl of Uxbadge, after having successfully got 
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JMafelf bjr^ ^iMittti^ iMd eMdtict till he r^ci^ived k ^8uh^ 
^nliMMmtetfbrfl^aAPOttgh the AotHifer^ wMdi ot>tiged lum 

b il%mi w^Ae^^gyeiieift Mitisfiictioirto arssure ydur tonir 

kwit^^Mi^f^ The di?inoii ^ guards; rnidef Lieutenant 
fSnmwHf^ C^dte, ^ wWia^^^e'^Ntfdy Wbttocte<^iMiajor-6eiie^^^ 
. Maitlmdy and Major-General Byc^/'set aii eiraiiiijpf^ wfucfi 
mis fMl6^ by dl ; atuLth^r^ % iio ^oflfeer^ ii6r i^dJ^H^Oon 
a*ftwdptiiArftcHd^«dtbeliavfe.w«l. * ' •"-' > .-'^ ^;^'*;^'--'^ 
I i lamCy li#vv«t«ry particttlai^ mention, for^U'i^yi^ 
IHlhiMiiaiit^pmibalk^ 
Map^li^GA^Itfl^Adfltt; I^ 

Ai/StmimMk^ ^fkmAeA; Sfa)or-Oen^rstl ^ir Colk kalk^t,^ 
^^f«0^t«raMilded; OiloiieV Ompt^da"; CoTdnc^ Mitclbele, 
q«lMi|»ding S'Wgttde of dite «ltfa dl^<i»idn} Major-6ene^^^^^^ 
Sir James Kempt and Sir Denis Pack ; Major-Genend'LapaK 
bitft fMajdt^^Kmeral Loni £. Somerset ';*Mijo^*^^^^ ^if 
W. Ponsooby; Major-Genend Sir C <iraht/and Majpr- 
OeWrtiK 85^ H. Tivian ; Maj<»-<j^n^ril Sir *6. Vahi'eleur ; 
MtjdMjreMind CMtilt BomWrg. I ^iii alSo^aitieuWly 
veMtAJA^^ GeAMd Lord H3I for hb a^d^Hmi^e and'oonduct^ 
nfunciliiByM uponaillormer oct^asions. ^ 
^'llie< 'jyiilkl^ Itid' Engineer departments were coikdubted '; 
ffiubb >«0r wy siWsflwftion by Colonel Sir 6. Wood^ and^ 
OloM^'Sbytk f and { had every reason to be satisfied ivtSx ^ 
ihcrcotidttet of ^ A(^tant-General Major-Gen^rd Bamea^ 
who was pounded, aod of the Qpaifter-Master-Cr^cfalt 
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iniddtiiQ£tb»«€4km. i This ^X^r i» M0uaxm$ fa0%>lK^/Ui 
Majesty's service^ and tome iit tliaimMPi»t.in lafaBJMwiiw jiie 
Hu^ indebted to th^ n^sistfUi^e #1 liettttomt-Colcn^el Lord 
Piteoy^mefse^ who wm i^cmirdy wouod^ and of tb* 
officers composttig mj personul staff, who baTe suffered se^ 
yerely in this action. Lieutenant-Colonel the Hovoiurfihle 
Sir Alexdnder Gordon, who b«t died of hia wounds, was a 
Dsost promising officer, aadiisa a^iiotta loaf lo fab Majesty's 
service. 

General,£ku§Q, of ^ N4ss%u aeryic^^ Uiqs^vfiie tondncted 
himself mudi to my satisfaction, as. did General Trim com- 

^iimrwKflg tfa^vfaeav^r brigade of eatal^j^ .and Q^MiecbLVan^ 
hopq, conuiiandiQg a brigiMk of iirfantrjr. of thje Kkigiof tb« 

JJIethprlgl^dsv . ^ 

, General PoezodiBorgo, General PtttrnVhseeat^Geoeaal 
^\ifl9ing,.i»od.^e|iaral>Abt?a, wete M dife field doling^, tile 

,llc;Um, mi rend^i^ ^me evtqf i^smatanoe if: tbek powar. 

,^^pa Vinci^t is, iyounded« but I kqp^;nat4(nrere^; afid 
General Pozzo di Borgo reteiv#d ft conlaisioii* / 

,;, ^ sh^ul4 n<>t*d<ywa^q3 to myJMogs^or io Mmh»lPhh> 
ijiecjmd tjie Prws^ia^ i^ppy, if.Xjiid nWi a^ibnt^tiie,siM>^ 
«es^l r^fjitlt of this .atduQus di^ ,to diei cardial ..imd^ JixM^j 
#9i9isUm(;e^receiyed fi^pnp^ t)ie«Qi. . i. - .. . , 

. Th^ operatk^ ^^GlP^^al Bubw Ufpw tfie «i^^}f s i|^ 
yi9(^ a^moat d^ci^vo p^e4 /l»d,. ey to if. I Iwid not fomd wp* 
self in a situation to jasid^e die attack wbkh priodu<3^ ^^ 

, fipal i;«a»dt, it^wrould have forced the emt^l tQ ^tire^^ his 

.j^tbicks ahouldhave failed, and would M«re pr^ei^edf^ip 
hpm takmg ndvau^iQ of them, if they sb^t^d .wfijurtmaiflj 

^YQjmcceeded* . . ^ 

^^,ls^ witktlib itepatcb, tvfQ e»gk«j, takw.bjr tteirpaps 
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lb M»me^i^ ^id» Mqor Pescy wil baw^,%<9mr «^ 
k^g^^t; <jh^ Joel of hb Rayd HigbiieM^I|>^l«M«lO 
vemmmend fappn te jkhit hatdtkHp't^ pKiMcAsn. ' ^ 

<Sigii€MBl>- ' Wkleikotok; * 



No. IL 

THE PRUSSIAN ACCOUNT. 

tx Viras on die 15th of this months that^ Kapoleon, z£tit 
iiaving collected ob the 14tb, five corps of bis armj^ainl 
thQ several corps of the Guard between Mnubeuge aikd 
Beaumont, coAamenced hostilitsev. The pointi of conbeii- 
tra&>n of the four Prussian corps^ were Fieufus, Namiir, 
OCey, and Hannut; the »tuktion of which madtei^ possiMe 
to unite the army in o^e of these poiats, in twenty-fiofln' 
hours. - ' 

On th^ 15&, Niqjoieon adVaniaBd by Thdin^ upiom the 
two banks of the Samttf^, against Cfa'arlei'cfi. Genervl 

^ Ziethen haA collected the firsf corps' near PlatruSy aud liad, 
on that day, a very warm action with ' the 'infeirijr, who, 
lifter having taken ' Charleroi, directed * his -' ntarch upon 
FleuirLis. General Zietheki maistaided himdet^in his position 
near that ^lace. . i . ; . , ,/. 

' ^idd-Marshal Blucher intending to light a gifetft battle 
wkh the ^nemy as soon as possible, the' three other corps 

*of the Prussian army were consequentfy* directed upon 
SoflAbref, a league and a half from Fleurus, where the 9d 
and 3d corps were to arrive bii flife^lSth, ahd ^e 4th corps 
w the 16th. . 
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'life ATfihtMt^, ■ 

!Nlf^, wiilch enabledfaiita to assist FieMlMardbfSHtcteV, 
i^^tfitt^ tbe iMtde Bhodd be IV^u^t birA«'l^l' " '■'•' ""» 

y"^" ■■'SV^E le—BATTLEbTtA^il'^: ' ' "^ - 

'Thp Prussia^ army was posted on the heights between 
fine and Sombref, and beyond the last place, and occupiea 
witli'a large force the villages of St. Aniand Wd Xigby^ 
situated in its front. Meantime only three corps of thfe 
aniiy bad joined ; the Fourth, which was staUoned between 
Xaege and H9aDUt> h^s jieen delayed in its marcK by several 
circumstances,, and was not yet come up. Pievei:tneless4 
¥T<pld-MarBfaal "Biucher resolved to give battle, Lord Wet 
Jington having already put in motion to support him a strong 
"dUvisiop'o^ his army, as well as his whol^ reserve staUoned 
in the environs of Brussels, and the fourth corps of tlie 
TPiussian army being also on the point of arriving. 
^ The Bittfe began at three o'clock in the afternoon. The 
enemy brought up aboye one hundred and thirty thousaiklmen. 
J11ie.Prussiaii army was eighty thousand strong. The vit 
"iilge .oi^ St. Amand was the first point attacked by Ae enemy. 
Who carried it, after a vigorou;^ resistance. 
^ *H& then 4iir^ted his efforts against ligny. It b a Is 



>iilage,'sbli^y built, atiiatied on a rivulet of the SiUne nane. 
*^t wW there tha^t'a contest began which may be considered 
^i^s Qfie 6f the' most obstinate recorded in history.'. ' Vplaj^ea 
'^avV oft^n been taken and retaken": but here1£e coinDat 
continued f(^ five liQiirf in the yiOages theinselves \ mi me 
inovements fon»^9 pr backjprarda were confin^ to a very 
^4troiv space. On both sid^ fresh troops continually came 
up. ' Each party had behind th0 part of the village which 
~^ occupied great masses of in^try^ vhicb maintained ike 
'combat^ and^ were continually renewed Iby the ientforc^f 
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t^ l^^^ott ilia right. aad, left* iJOMiut %wfi }v^^ 
cannon were^ directed firqm both si^es ag^ifiu^ ^ y9!^VI?f 
which was on fire in several j^Iaces at once. From time lo 
time the coin^ extended sJ^ng ^the wbole^ Une^the enemy^ 
havup^ ^also directed numerous troops against the ,t|urd 
corps ; however^ the main contest was near Ligny. Thin||^ 
seemed to take a favourable turn for the Prussiaii trooj^^a 
part of the viili^ of St. Amand bavmg been retaken by a 
battalioA commanded by the Field Marshal in person ; in 
ponsequepce of which advantage we had re^iofikT a hekbL 
which had beeni abandoned afterjthe loss of St. Amand.--— 
KeveVthel/ess ,the battle continued about ligny w^th thp 
same fury^ The issue seemed to depend^ on the arrival of 

te English troops, or on that of the fo^rpi corps' pf 
e jl^russian army: in fact, the arrival of this last £r 
vision would have afforded the Field Marshal the means 
ol[.4paking, immediately, with the right vnng ui att^ck^ 
lirom. wbich great success nnght be expected: but news 
arrived that the English division destined to support us, v|i:af 
violently attacked bv a corps of the French a^ny, and tfafft 
tt was with great difficulty it h^ maintained.itself in its 
jDosition at^ Quatre Bras. The jburth ^corps ,of the aymy 



did not appear, so that we were forced, to maintam alone 
the contest ^ith aa army greatly supenor. The ev^nuur 
was niuch advanced, and the combat about Liirny co»> 

tinued with undimttiished fury, and the same eouahtv of 

\u\^ "^ \ y\: ^it^,* ''•:; . , :';^' \ - : .< < ^ »*^ . ^ ^/.T 
success : we mvQked, but in vain, the arrived of those 

succours which were so necessary : the danger became ever? 

Hour more and more urgent : all the divisions were eneased^ 

pr nad already been so, and there was, not any corps at 

^; -l(.- 1 'j W ' . '' * ^ *' # ' I •; ' ■ h' J f. ^ V ■^. :" 

hand able to support them. Suddenly a division of tna 

^''•: . ., •;*>!•: •- ^^t^ ,v - .; . ,. • ,. •(• .v; • i.^ j^Kno^f 
-.«««jy s infantry, which, by favour of the night had made 

Kjj^i j*i: ^a ;//. ■.*j'#r >i.#*i>>ii.^.ro 'n).v *'ku' .^u* ^' 



enem 
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ifoe^me^ilittt some regiments of cuims0iers*}nKi lioreeclTdMt 
j^tiisage on (he other aide^ took iir the rear Ad mei^hodf 
(jltovtr^iitny, which was pMJtd hfehilid die bdusesL ^W 
iftrfyftiie on tike part of the enetoy was dects i y^ espeeialh^ 
it dife moment when our oavalrjy also posted on* abeigUi 
kilMd thoi^age, was reptilsisd by the raemy's ttMhyhi 
i^jpl^ftted^adtackt. ' i ^ 

* Oorbfiintry posted * behind I^ny, iStoUgb Ibvoed to nsnn 
tfta^ <Sd Mt sipflRer itsdff to be disoouitiged/ either by bein^ 
tnqnised by die memy in tbe darkneto, a chrcnmstatu:^ 
which exaggerates in the mind of man the daiigers to whteh 
be finds himself exposed^ or, by the idea of ' keeihgltsrif 
ftirtounded on all sides. Fotmed in masses, kcOefiyVo^ 
pulsed all fhe attacks of the cavalry> and retreated>in»gQO<t 
jteder upontfad heights, whence it continued ils reti^ogradb 
ftloreklAebt upon Tilly. In conseqUenc^e of t^e sadden ir^ 
mptiogi 0f die enemy V cavalry^ several of our cannons ia 
ft^ precipitate retreat had taken direcdons whioh led them 
toiiefiles/JaMrhkb they necessarily fell iiita jdisoMer ;. iii; 
this manner, fifteen pieces fell into the faand^ of thetenemyw 
At di0 diitance'of Si quitrter of a league from die. ^Ido^ 
batde^ ti^iarmyv fbrai^d again. The eniemy did^notiflenture 
fa> pursue it^> "I^ village 6f Brie.remakied'in oiir pdss«s^' 
siondlttii^difeioigfat,' as weir as Sombrexf^ vi^h^ Seftekt" 
Ibidmanihadifilugbi with the ttiird oorpkyjdtida^rbengpebe^v 
dlday4)i^/sloM^y began to retreat toWardir GeMMotfx^* 
wheri tbel JbiAth corj^s, under General SuloW|bdh^ lengtt^ 
i^irired during d^ night Ibe first uad-: seebnd cd^ft pw>^ 
eeed^d ih die morning bdiind die deiile of MoUn^St. Oi^^ 
h^t Ourloss in killed and WoundM was gi^t^'dieaicniy^' 
fb^wev^r, took fironif us no prisoners, except a-patt of our^ 
4ftnSaAei. Tliebatde was lost, but not o^ boUour^ Out 
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floUiorsJnd fengl^ wilh a bravery 'vAach equtAed evvry ' tic« 
pctetatifm; tli^f6rtitixde i^itianied anshdcen^ because ev«ry 
oie ^etebied his Confidence iti his own strength. On ifiis 
dayfieU^^arsii^ Blncher had eticountefed the freatest 
ifXt^Ts. A charge of cavaU7 led on by bimself, hiad hAeiii 
WfaBtt that of the enemy wad vigdrously pursuing, a market 
diet struck the Field-MarshurB horse : the animal, far fiotit 
being stopped in his career by thb wound^ begim tt) ^^Ii9{^ 
more fuiiovsly till it dropped down dead. The Field Mar- 
4Ml#^ti*med by^'liie violent ftU> lay ientsngled under the . 
hrOffM^ .:Thr>eaemy'8> ^itifassierS) followuigfll^ tHeiF^ad^lVK 
tig«(,yadfaMed: otir IasI/ h^rttma^, bad a)r«adyi:pfta9ed>tt]f 
tSls^iFidld Marsbal,. an af^ntoat alote.MnMMed wilk1u*y 
tad h«d j«Bt abgbtedy reaolvett t^ shiare hia Me. ' Tktt 
dmgM mmagpsa^ biil heayeo wi^:hed«vev u*» ^ Tli# mmiii|| 
|M»NiiBg ihm dnrge^ pagiedmgUiy by dMt Vidld< Mnrafaak 
mdicM aeeing him i dM iir«t» oioment, a s6ocnd<iMrge4l 
o«r canaky hawig repulstd th^m^ diey again passdl by hui 
wdi:theitaineiMteipilBAoa,iiotpcr«ca«iiig hm lil^moi^ tkm 
Ite]^ ktad ikmetthe fint tine. 'Hieoybut Mt if^Mtffffii 
t}^^ the< FbU) Marakal >i#asi4tiaeiigagid'^lilomiu&d«r tbl 
4MilM^r8e,aid:heiniimtN&atdy)«li»M|t)eda«4^ ^ 

vQnthe 17ti^ifi<liMi evening^. diB Plmaian amyicoodi^ 
tiitodiltdf iiir the.imfifW0.^W«voa:^ /Nqpoleon piitJn»^ 
i|llf IB t^otkmiigaiMt Lcird WdlingtDivHpdDitofpnaltroMi 
^idilig^&WiiCbMaica toi BmMialiit /Aiir^i£i#Mdi ^tntidalh 
tamMmmAjf on diQ same iay^iaaat C^te^ BaM^a «lii|i 
4miQlci9«t«iit yM^ tbe ««Mqr. ];49rd WeUi^gtaa btad telute 
VfN^H^w. opr.diie iMd 49 BiiilBaela^iteragr Utttxigl^in^ 
lp^aBg^f/ql^ f^T^n^h^^^ tdM*o^iitat^.imr>;Mo]itr.iL 
J^MS^Abe^M^wtOgiqp^ Ii0tdW«^ 

fipfl^on WfOta tOfd^ Fiald Mwfhal> ibat^heiwaaimt^b^tMl 
iii;as|itdMa4^« 19 #i pqiHi^ tflh%fleUAiUqdiiUr(MM 
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ijb^^ proiaifed to opme with his^ nrkole ai^ ^ he eveq j^ro^ . 
ycMied^ k €«86 Napoleon should not ^UiM:|« that ibe Alli^^ 
difibsdKiiit wkb ^eir ¥(hoIe united ftircf^ ihoi|ld itts^. . 
kim the next day. Tkia n^j serve to. shew how little t^^ 
kitdje of the l6th had fiisorgani^ .the Prusaiao arno^ 
«r weakei^ itf fnoml afreog^. Tbm ended the day ^ , 

. nf jniy-^Be fTUHM aivj agav»-«e|pM sn an^K^ • 
'ImI seeeni eorpa. wsidied by &t.T ■■iwiHi 
wi(wa' lliiy^' iaia»a Kr tnhe a posilMMiy eoverad by the j 
40 tiAtt the eMvy kk lim rtmr 
wabk. The teteor. 
( bf Qkm% M ^ j%bl imA oiikm twuqr^i 

i«l»A)ttoii sloai ly » snoadbr to afeiJa— uona 
Hw battla higan abaar u t m a fate i i a sa lb» 
Shii:fii«iUi«raif cis i ap i iilhi h ai g h i s^ jfii iil 
St Jean; dnt of the FatudiAWit o« Iha^ 

hmrfredanrliiirtl jheiisaniii ^I«» 
xlpaa^ tba battie beoame gaaeraK<JaagitbaMi*da^ 

V //it -aMMuilMii ' M n^^ o koabaA^ 4e < 
flad.tbM.^i 
feaas AeJPnm»a%^ 

to bb wmmAm m^ l^laiaii isbl £0r.lUs^ 
:«£baai 





ta£ lba< Sobtch 



Digitized 



by Google 



AFfMMi. ' 4tir^ 



Ibiglish ca^flAij^. ' But th^ sti))enoi4ty of mt eiieitfy k imfti^ ; 
hers #fts too gftat; )Q^apoleon tontinualiy brought forw^urd 
cobsiderabfe masses, and with whatever firmiieas tlie Ens^ 
fidlk troops maintirined theiticelve^ in theii*, position, if was not 
possible ! at that such heroic exertions must have a limit. 

It was haff-past four o-clock. The excessive difficul^es 
of ihe passage by the defile of St. Lambert bad concjider- \ 
ably retarded the march of the Prussian columns^ so tfiai *" 
only two brigades of the fourth corps had arrived at th» 
covered position wliieh wi^^iUMigaed to them. - The decisive 
roaMNH #ai <;Mief tkervwaa^iMt an «fl»s|Mit ^ lAa^Iailb 
The gsaarak did not suffsi i^ <to esaapb 'ftayrjqieiiuiT 
inuftediateiy to begin tbe attack with the troof^mhUti'liKeip^ 
bad at balid. General JBulow^ thtreieae, witki«Mt4ki|^)dat^^ 
aaiLai^ari^ of catvlilry^ advanced^ rapidly ^ «|Mi rirti liaiirf^Tr 
the enemy^eirigbt wing. 11m enemy did^not lose ktsufvaft': .^ 
seiMa of<«iod; ha iastnntly Imwed hin iiiniiiiii n|ni»Bi laij 
aad m OM^deroiHi «eeQfiiat.b«|^ on l^ aide. Tbe cmdiai n 
rcMaiilrd > loag .<wicei^ai% wfaile the baOle with the Fnflkii 
anqr rttt «wi li « a c d with the «aite'W>leaoe. 

Towwda sis •'dock ki4;fae evening; wajrecevredliKEfliiia; ^ 
Aaft Genesal TbielBM% widi the third corpa^ v»ar attaeked ^ 
near Wawe by a 'very^ caaMid«rable corps ^ the eaaaqr^jnait a 
tbal tfiay wtm akaady dispiiting the posseaailm atfito tUbwi^ 
Tba iWd liaiahal> hvwe^mt, chd aetaafer hiMailf^teHbc? ^ 
A^iriiad by 4aa newa; it was on tha spol^whearlie iiw^ 
andean vilit^ das, dnt ibe a&ir waa to ba 
coottat coBAiaiHdty sapported hj the aaaH 
keptnp by fresh troops, coold ahme ensure the viaftary,/tMk 
if it were obtakied here, any rehearse siistaiaad «aar Wiasf^ 
waaof IMe consequence.* Tb^ cohmia% ikm^toti^p^mm : 
timaed tlwhr meivaMnts. It waa fasdf tm hmmt pmn^mmtj^.^ 
and the isaoa «f Hie baHhi waa alitt mmmim^TlifMkmk^m 

- TOL. If^ 2 fi 
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>of the fourth corp#| and a part pf ^ second^ intd^ Gou^ 
Pirelli had successiTely come ap. Th^ French . |ro([(p/| 
fought with desperate fury: however, . some uocefj^tj: wa^ 
pepc^ved in their moTements^ and it was observe^ iba^ 
fome pieces of cannon were retreating. At this monm^ 
the first columns of the corps of General Zietheh ari^ved.oi^ 
tljie points of attack^ near die village of SmouheUj^ pnjth|^ 
f nen^^0 right flank, and mstantly charged. Thia vt^nnp^i^ 
decided the delEeat of the enemy. His rifi^t wmg waa 
brol^enin three places; he abaBdone4[!i,his positioi^^i. ,0m^ 
troops rvshed forward at the pas cie charge, and atta<;ked 
him on all sides, while at the same time the wlu^ £1^ 
lish line advanced. .- 

Circumstances were extremely- favourable to tbe^ attack: 
formed by the Prussian army ; the ground rose m ^ mm^^ 
theatre, so that our artillery could freely open its tine Armn^ 
the summit of a grei^ many heights which rose gradually, 
above each other, and in^ the interval of which die troopa^ 
descended into the plain, formed into brigade, and in Aer 
greatest order; while fresh corps continually unfolded- them-^ 
selves, issuing from the forest on ^be height behind ua; 
,The enemy, hoiwever, still preserved means to retreat^ tiiH 
tlhe village of Planchenoit, which he had on his teisr, mdf 
which was defended by the guard, was, after several %lood^ 
attacks, carried by storm. From that time the retreat be^ 
came a rout, w^ch soon spread trough the wto)Ie French 
army, and in its dreadfril confusion, hurryi% aVvjay -evlBry 
thing Aat attempted to stop it, soon assumed the appearemtiet 
of the flij^t of an army of barbarians. It waa^^ha1fr{3|j|st 
nine. The Field Marshal assembled nil tJie ^iqii^ricfn^offiff 
cers, and gave orders to send the last horse and the laet 
map in puipuit of the enemy.. The vafa of 4ShoanBy 'accele- 
rated its m^ch. TTbe f'rendif bfmg puwwod 5rt*b*iftdb^ 
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iAbbJoii, if a« absolutely cfiso'rganized. IIWb causeway pre- 
<^tbd the appearance of ah immense sliipwreck; i^ was 
cbVeryfi^witfi an WnmnefaWe ^uafatfty ol^ cannon^ t;aissons^ 
ciiiWi^es, baggage, arliis, bnd wreckS cK every kiAd/ ' ^osl 
tif ihe ^it^if ^o had attempted to fepose for a timfe,'anil 
tad* ntit ^p^ted to be so qnkkly pursued, were driven 
from more than nine bivouacs. Ih dotlae villages ttie^ at-' 
teln][>t^ tb lAainthin tUeb^elve^ ; but as 60oh kr t!iey1be4r<l 
Ae'b^BAtlng ^iP*our ilrUms, Dr tfce isouiid ofiti^ triifaip^t, *the^ 
either tieiii or Ihfevfr' themselves into tihe liOuses, ' wfiere^rfi^y 
wef c' cut down or made prisonei's. "It v<^as nioonllg^t, \»^icli 
gir^a*ly ftVi^ftrc^ Ae phrsdk, fof Ae i^hthe liiSrcih'^ra^lbut'a 
e«i!fttifiiiied ckase, eifliet- in the com fields or tHfe lioiises>! '*^ ' 
^ At' Oena^e the «nemy liad intrehihfed' hlitiseif with ' 
cteitrttti 4ntt bverturtifed tiamagesi at 'diir ^pproacfe'^^^e* 
sftddfenly hdafd fe tfie" tWn A great Aofee atid'a Bfwitiofrof 
cahiages ; ktibie entrant^ we vrere iexposed to a ^i-ist (ire'ot 
iftttsk^try; ^e replied 'Ibly some caiitiJn lAbt?, followed fey a 
titirrAh, ihd, * nistkiiib after, the town yks oursl tt was 
here * tbkt, ' among man^ oth^ equipages, tfie carriage ot 
Nkp^efnVas fe&en ; he had jAst left it % "niorfftt dn liol^se-^ 
Imck, and, in his hurry, had forgotten in it his swotd and 
InflS -IPhtoStfieaSfeirA cotftimied ^1 break of fiay. About 
fti¥fy 'tiiMsahd mieto, in' the most completfe flisorcter^ ^'e 
remAiii'tif thfe^wiible artny, have saved theinselves^ retreat- 
iiig- duponj^ GharWroi, pttrtfy tvithout atnis, Wd carrying 
wi* them oidy twenty-seven pieces of their riumerbni'ifi^i' 
sSlery. -. •* ■■ ' . -'- -*: 

Die ^emy iii bis fli|fat has passed all his fortresses^ 
thd^nly deife&ce of his frontiers, which are now passed by 
^uranniea. 

At thrte o'clock^ Napdeoo had despatched from the 
ficMb'oiC battle a cootitf to Paris, with the news that vie- 
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tory was no loi^r doubtful; a few hours after, he had no 
longer any army left. We have not yet an exact account of 
the enemy's lo83.^jj is ^enough to. knQMl tJ^Jit ^two-thirds of 
the whole were killed, wounded, br prisoners: among the 
latter are (generals Monton, Duhesme^ and Compani. Up 
tb tKis time about Uiree liuodred cannon, and above five 
hundred caissons are in our hands. 
<ff^^^«5«orie$'faave been 80i(x>fb|>kfte; ^d ll^e'^ircter* 
tf^^'ifia'^exttunpt^ that ^ antiy/tWd Ssiys after 4oiAigMAf 
ttatde/ >^ngiiged in such an vctton, aiid -if^ gldiioa^ ^niki^ 
taM«d (t^ ' Hotiour be to trdops capabfe 1t>f M^imieii fttt«^ 
iMW and valM» ! In Ae miwldle of Uiep«>i^Stfii d^d^^ei \^ 
tke^Fi«uch aitny) and exactly upon Ae beij^^ii^a liM^ 
ciMi ha BelkAOmn^. llie msoA of ill di^^ru^idW 
tolumM was directed towaitls tfiis hlab, iflMt^^ Vid^^ 
ktm^eimy side. It was there diat Ni^K^l^oa wis iilt6^ 
lbS{ battle : it was dience that he gatre bis orders, }iM hi 
flirttered hittself with the hopes of vietor^^ and Ik yHtk ffiar^ 
l|iub has rain was decided. There/'t60j it wiiB,'l&atli>ya^ 
happy iphance Field-Marshal Blucher aod LkM '^W^ 
ItagtM met ill d^^i^k, and nmtuiHy aduted each dtfie^^s 
^ttM. - ' '^ 

- ht e o mm tm^ t v^ Sotk^ ttie idHance whidt eiow stibtfiita btfz^ 
f«v^n ike Ett^ish^^nd Prussian nations, efAe tdooa of^dM^ 
«#d^«hiii|is; and their reciprocal coirfMeiidey tfib ftdlPSfifi^ 
ft*liAedire^,'Aat diis battle dbouM bdir Aib nttaerbfJE^ 

By the order of Field-Marshal Blucheh" ^' '"^^^^ 

A . _ . General GlfEi^El^V^,^^ 

d'. ,::... • ■ . . • - .. ...:i/J ? •: ' 

1 •;.*'' :j.. -.' - ^ , • • . . ,,,.',.- .' i.:'u t)di 
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'^ ATPBNDHt.' 4i^. 

;;^'^\"' '^ No. III. ," ,: [ 

THE BELGUN ACCOUNT. 

^ ' ^ ^^^ tiedd-quarters, NvvetleSf Mth Jtm^ ^^^^>, 

Twointhemorfdttg. ^ 

. t^Ji^^ ffurly on the mornkig of tW 15tb^ th^ PnisfliaB4tf>tiy 
^a» i^ac k j gd in i^ positimiA^wbich it ^h$gA(^^, .mi ^^ 
^ei&i^QmUToiy b; Gosselies^. as far ^ Iha ef^trc^j^S 
FAnflnii*^ A%30oa a» Iwas apprised of dib at^k^:J g%Yi^ 
t^ §epfS8«)7 iHidi^ to the corps of troc^ps ip4^s^''PQ9Qk 
mf^ .. %| coii96qii^ic;e of what took pt^ce jii die; Priiipiji^ 
afpj^ the battalioQ :of Qraoge Nasaan^-Mihidbiy togi^^liiM 
ividi a %atteQ[ of l^sM artillery^ occupied, th^ yiU^»g&!o£ 
Fr^Ql^ :W#re attacked at five o'clock in the ^vm^lfi^ 
the I5th. These troopa m^ntabed themaelyes ia ^pcipok 
sitioiK 4»a the height <tf this village called Quatii^Brasg 
aii4 y^^ ^. shor^ distpice from the road.- XUe akifiBidiio^ 
ceased i^poB this pc^nl; ateigfaft o'chnrk itt the ^tHm^g- v -- ! 

^^Assoon s^ I was iii£n^med^of ^is:^«ta^ ! gav^ jordef if 
for the third division^ as well as to two Engtish diyisiopSy i^ 
Qipva upon Kivelles ; and to the secwdy to wiainjt^iijv t!^Q f o* 
^tif^.p( Qua^e-pras. Only a pajrf of t^ B^an4 ^ivi^OR 
WftflrfiHiblod tQ^nu>ve t^it|her iiiuiie4iate)y»ui consequence o| 
tt^elHrigpide, under th^ orders of Major-Geueral By}mdfV^^ 
bemgable to leave Nivelles prior to the arrival oC^#^. 
troops at that place. ,; 

TThe firing of the tirailleurs coiiimenced at five o'clock 
yesterday hibrnitig oh this pointy and was kept up on both 
sides until mid-day^ without any result. About two o'clock 
the attack became much more severe, especially on the part 
of the cavahy and artillery. The brigade of *light cavalry^ 
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nnier Ibe ^<30iiitaatid of General Van Merlen, was not abfe 
^i^omeup before four o^cloek; pteviouM to which tii^e I 
4rtiA no catahry to ot>pose to the eiielivf ^ Seeing 'of h^w 
^^at impoFt^fiCe it'Wflf tc$|}re«tCTO ihe .ppoMkm ent the 
'ddghts: of the road^ called Quatre-^Bras^ I was 1brtUBot«ti|i 
iMillt4ttilit -^^ against an' mamj iniho was^ in ev^i^ 
t^qpe^t^irpmiiMr tx» me k force. 

'^- Hatni^ bcien attacked by the. two French coips, coni- 
' inanded' by Oenemls d'Erton and ReBle, and hu^ini^ suc- 
ceeded iii checking them, the Duk^ of Wellington had time 
^'^ntfiigftf- to'JissemMe a sufficient force to fuil the pj-ojects of 
4he^^ediy. The t^esuh of this attack has. been, that aft^ 
^4t vei^^bBtiQa^ e<9Qtest which lasted till nine o'clqpk in Ae 
/4v^nig^ w^ noi only checked the eoemy^ but e^n i-epuLsed 

^' The Prussian army, which was also .attacked yestj^rd^i, 

^ nuaintaifi^d its principal position ^,and there is i^.douj^^ that 

''NajK)leon, with very considerable forces, will direct m 

attack upon th^ trhgle line. . ^ 

Our troops bivouacked upon the fie^Id of hatt^, wikitber 
T ^aU inimeifiately proceed, in e^qf^ctation of the proba- 
bility that Napoleon ^ill ^deavour to execute io-dajr the 
|>r€^ectof yesterday r Thq Duke 4>f Wellingtm has «oli^ 
eentrated upon this point as mai^ trgopf as h^ was a^e 
to collect. / , % ^ .. ; 

I experience a Hvely ple»BHre iiv being aide to an^ofcunreHQ 
your Majesty, that your tropps, .ai^i the mfi|U|t|y i^d astfl- 
lery in particular, fought with great courage. ; : Hi 

Circomslances having prevented my reoeivhig^ the nptprits 
from the different corps concerning their loaa^i^amuflalie 
to acquaint you with it : but % shiSk have tjbt faonoosibf 
dpmg it as soon as possible. 

(Signed) WiLLtkU Pnmfe 6f iJiM^V 
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.: After the battle of tbf iMi, ^ yffbkh l IfaA tj^e.^c^ ' 

WgiVkig an accoimt to youp Mi^eaty OBb ih^ll^ i^ kW, 

ia the mcfims^, from.tiie l)e%d-^uaite|-s at Niy^Ue?^ *^ 

'p«ib«rof .WelHngtoB leepmg bi9 Va^e ^ith t^Q Pn|8^9|i 

^xmf^ jp^ji^ a iiiovement in the morfuaj^^ tibe jrQ8tt|jt4)f yi\iif^ 

was, t^at t^e army found itself in position up^^tbe be^h$t 

ih ffpntof Waterloo, ^vvfaere it btvauacked; tbe e|^«py^9? ca- 

yahy, which fdllowed the movements of Ae aroiy^ wai .k^ 

different attacks repulsed with loss by the Bri|ji^b |lfif%)|y*. 

- On thQ 18th, at daywlieak, we disGOverejd ftbe egieoty. in 

our front : fit ten ^'cloc^c be Ae^ed a «KappMtioja totifittai^k. 

The army of Bnooaparte was conqiM^aed oi^ ^iSxi^.^- 

cond^t^rdi fpmi^ waA mtb cojf«, tb^ I]|^ma[^9iwii4f, 

pearly the whole of his cavalry, and a train of arti^^^ 

consistii^ of many hundved pieces of .c^nnoiit >A|)out 

eleven o'clock the enemy unmasked p, bbu^U battery^ wd^ 

tbe cQver of tbe fire of whicb^ his tir^tilleurs advMCe^ 

against our right wing, anflj^ inunediatdy aft^r» his f ttac]c yr^s 

4iy0Ctedai|^isnst a farm sionroiyAd^ y/'^ ^9p9e M[09d, wbich 

<fw& ^tufited a iboEt wv ^ frwt of 4hi9 yvip^t^i^ <)p ^ Iqf^ 

of the road f^adiogfto Nivell^a* The ^n&^ vsna^ tbe m|3»t 

iunouB^ but fruitless attacks tp po^ess biDfielf of thjs &r^« 

At f»oji, iSne c^pmMde l^Qanae vi^le^t^ m^ )>6forp k^' 

past twelve the battle was extended alon^ the y»\^]^ }ipfi. 

The' F reach irepe^tedly f^tta^:!^ oyr l^/^p/wj9lg99 W 9^ 

dieir priooipal ofcject w^ tq i»frce tbe p^t of our centre, 

they employed idl their means to accomplish it. . Some cp- 

?:iinniis ef die tmemefn cavalry adtaoced boldly s^gainst us : 

:>imt^ hotwitbatanding tbe incojaceivable vfolence vnth whi^h 

I theyjrene^^d their attsft:k8| fr<mi t}irf|^ o'^^k in th^ afi^r- 

noon until the end of the battle, they ^vei^ ^iH£^^f^ ^m 

nu^lpigg oiii; lipe waver. TTie enemy was con^ta^ re- 

pulsed, as well from the fire of the squarei^ as by the charges 
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0f cm etvalry : it is impossible to depict to your Majesty 
Ae fury with which they tmffd, especially during the laat 
nz hours. ... . w ^: ^ v- ->- ^ it 

1 was unfortunate m not bemg able to see the end of this 

l^iMrious and important baltte/havingfVeNceived, half an hour 

ieftm the defeat of the enemy^ a ball 4frMgh fl^left 

4iMUer>'^bich compelled me to qiut the Mi ^ bulHd. ^ 

1' It is with the most Ufely ftatisfectiott thai 1 um telerio i£ 

fami yair Mi^sty^ diat your tiflopS; ^ aU arai% have 

foagbt with ^die greatest courage^ In ilie 'cha>gi^ of'%af«> 

iralry, the brig^e of carabineers attracted partksuSr ifolioal 

*nfe ibristob of lieutenanuGtiieHi Clia«s6 wav^otf'^n- 

gi^td uBtfl kte I and, as I was not peivmiaUy. Wbie ^to qifi 

^caedtre^ liiad ptecedit, for the day^ under the orders df 

6^effd liord BTiil, comtiflin^g the seesofM «or|»^^^ ike 

«flDiy. I have k^^ thai this dwi!4di^ Itt^^ie^^ cw^botM 

luetf #iA much bravery^ and iliat Lieiilrapfl^€eoeraI 

€faa»s£y 1E» ali^o th^^ ^tw^^' commanders of brigadet, mry jr* 

tfitectorily aiq^ttedthemiBdves^ iittit^Aotj. r/h :T 

' X !eaniiot at tfat«^ mam^iAmaikB any d^aS; id^ybiir>M» 

jjBgfsy ^ the Ioi» we haresuatained, T^ot hotitq^iReoetvedliw 

returns. I am obliged, nevertheless, widi the most pisofonnl 

ftgfetio tftate^ thstit is conBida^Me/ \ - * > ; ^*i^T 

'I have charged kny Adjutant, Vaa W(H>Bi, tortansAal ilm 

report to your Mi^eity. I takts ti^%bertyjof mA>mmhkii 

jisg him to your fitfonraUe consideration. '^ .^i :^^ > :itfT 

(Signed) WiLUAM Priiicetol Orange')! 

, ■ ^ . ; 0*0 has .fo'>a 

LOSS OF THB DUTCE^i, 

Officers killed or missmg, « . • 127 _, 
^ Wounded • . . ,^ , y, ^ ,(-11$^^ 
? 'Kairic and £le killed or nussin^ ^ . ♦• c^dsSnon v 

Horserkilled , , , , \ 163D 
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V 

^ H^NOVBIIIAN. ACCOUNT^ ^^'^j^^^ 

... '. BY, 0,EN^B^I.Jii;rBN. ; -.r^ 

- .Tffptro^jMS-teoIti^ np Aroiatkeirc«kidkimfBlt ^ntfi^nif^et 
the I^Mby^^aad proceeded U>wftrd» Geiiappe. Tbd Hfiff^itiitaipr 
Pfiace of Orange, under whose ooQimtodmy dimioB liaa 
been pluc^d^.toek a positioD al Q^tre*Btvial.%,t ilmrmtBiA 
vection of the roa4i from Moos (o :Namui^ add fisrat^H^iiA 
kpoi lo 'fin»sels» :.^ / ;,' — >.u ,\Anv 

: The Fmich had divided th^fime^ind aUacdiaifMaraUT 
Wiicher and thb Dofce of Wellingteii on the abineidh^H^^ 
'As soon ai the r^itentioil of the enemy ivtif paei'deive^jt pcfe 
aitio^ waa aasi|^ml tp us between QiAatre^-Si^ au0 Sactft»^ 
MmiiIww^ with ^m right wmg at< die former ^^3hg^ m^^ 
latter Occupied by our I^. Our troops marked to iheitf 
posHtmi mder a most mitent canonnade firom^ the eo^li^*^ 
The wood of Boteu on Hie right of (%u«l»€hSrM i^as lh<| 
sckde of the m^stbobstinate oontentioii^ and was jcarned ^d 
rcbkea aeveial tkner* The ^anaoiiade from^hotib ^tan^oief^ 
iiM'^ery^aeveae^ ^' ' - • -^-^ '-.,'*•>.:- } t . -i ' 

The prmcipal efforts ^ die enem^ were^directed)i4$»i9Sl 
6A lefowng, and tffd! battalikHSvf Limcburg wds detafcled 
tb.^hm' Jan nutr- of ihe^tiUage bf PierfeM>ni>m ourifreiit. 
The commission was executed bj Lieuteqan1>-Colbi|ei 
Klei^^th great 'courage aAQ skill, die viH^e was car- 
riedy and our troops maintained themselves in it, notwith- 
standiq^ the incessuif and' furious attaclks of the Fc^nch.— - 
The enemy's inliantry now advanced io great fprce, gainst 
whom cl<:opposed the j^attaliona h( 'Grufa^iifaageB^ Osna- 
brucKi^AiAl Bremen, with the artillery of the (German legion. 
The iktich .were repulsed, and retired ip confuskfa^oT 
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- Tke eMtirjr'» cftValty now made seva^ Ae^thtB ebtfrges 
#». out' right, but th« d^eprpie^brkyeTjof oUr ttodpapr^- 
vented them from being Inrokett* The Lftndwehr of JJMiB- 
fKutgy «w)er Oolofae) Voo Ramkobr, pdrtieiiteil^B dHttngtitiilied 
ilielf in this affair. It porwlM^ Ifap cqffM«ier$ to ^pprbach 
jfrithm thirty pa^ee, and t^ifo ppufl^ PO tfaM) a st^^ina 
well-dir^ted ftre, by whio^ the}: y^i^i^v^ ^k with ^|1 
losft.- 

\¥^ 8ji)cp9s^fiiU^ main^iiied pv ppfiti?)^^ ^^ *^ ^!^ 
^na haviHS 9i]^8^ed a ^fver^ /rl^l^ c^ oi^ left^ we w^f^ 
compelled to fall back upon Genappe on t)^ I7\i\i Ijf tf- 
f00^ing Ai$ lOoveiveAty mjHclsyiiioii fonned tHrf;9t4|«ardi-^ 
The enemy presenting themtelves in Kvett fiflK^ iv d^ ^aftiSi^ 
f^>ffaj we cpAftnti^ed ojur retreat to Mont St. J^iin> on ^ 

, Th0 anpyj?! tjff J^uH^ of WeUin^Dan jiyaf com:iWi}i?*n# 
jjfiri^ ^itb tfce left vrii:^ ^t ^ ^If g^ of FridieipfB^ W^ 
the njjK^t on tl^ roa^jl fronpi Brussels to NiveUef , Ti^e fofj^ 
^11^ Qc^iatppe po ]$rui^l3 ioteii^t^ th§ ^n^e, Vbtf^^i^ 
^jttvjlsiof wa$ jwtjBd. fhe second li|[bt b^^^^n of the 
jKtqg*a Germm L^on ^ceupied ib^ ffar^ of Jja H^ 
^aiaoei in fnoot of the left of mj position. A coq^^jpif^y ^ 
][|{piYCiri^ Yagers, and two compa^e^ of l^^Uff^ Guards 
vrere posted at the chateau of Hongouj^onti ^ ^ f ^9|dEI 
Yoo4 before it, ^vA in fropt of Ae ryfj^t yfin$i * ' ^ 
'Jllie infantry of the Pnnce of Oi^j^e j^si^|<>|(l^^ ibft 
the battalions i|n^ farm into 8fwa,r^r^ ^f^^f W^ ^^lil' 
(C^ms(tances roij^^it rcqwe, an4 ft mtRcm^ jpi^c^ ffia ^ 
^Mw^€^tt *^ *?T ^ mfnouyrep qf tb^ cat^by i\iRd iu:^9cai#, 
irbicb were posted in th^ rpar. <f^«{rfd HB^ y^ti^A/tntf- 
^errej was at Herke Br^m^i and CjQ^pf|d^ rof^fr^^^i- 
t^JHe? to Bnisiels> ^ beyond this rdufi itr^ere a^oiiie f^^9f 
0avMry to 5*ierve tfte^otiofj^of lh# jttnj^> - v^ ^^ >^q 
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fefflf* qt m^ Jrif ^t, sHiiJ a j^vftire ^om^st <ei6He4. This po*- 
^tioa Vlft9 .^f jKf«* iiwportaft^^, ^n^ couW tte eocany htve 
6Wd»| il^ %nd g^iwl pwes&ion pf theji^igbU, ©wriiglil 

<»iit|)[^ fmVff^i \^ .^wtiU^iy, ^ivf^ivfec) wpon tbia po»ti©p, 
i|KiH^h-,y^Jbtiav9Jy 4^iC^4^d by the Pritiah Gutrds- 

The battle now became general through the whole line* A 
Wlip^J«^.^«^firy WH $lise<?>ejiuppiijtbe c^Qtr^^ i^p^ercpTW of 
||fjb(ic^f^i^W.e»$^{^luiW (rfi^faiitry advanced upQn.therpsji 
^ (J^papp^f b^JtH^:af^feputee4,by t^e secoi^d lightl>^ttaJioqf, 

^,^b^b bftttidiw pf ikfi imM^P f^f^xmn h^^^fmi 

^ ,b^ttRliQft j>f l^b^g. 'J^ Jrf ftch cavalry next ^4- 
^{HW^^^.^ilvWl 9U«h wpetupsijty a9 Jo ^riye in 9ur ljgl?4: 
t^oopj?, ancj p(?ftptrat^ t^ tfe^ brow of tl^e bill f^noog ii^p 
f^tre9. Thi> ground they np^^iftj^w^ 5i9lwitt»st«MiiV\g 
iwrji wpwtiw, till %' Briti^b Jf^yirtry c^w© Wf, wwi ,W«»- 

,, 1^ fycf qf ' artiUery »p»»r b<^ w^^ jp^^Jrf ^lf»(^k»^ W^ 
'ii^^W^tinij^ti.wi^.f^yJGdj^ tbe?oW^ ^iera^^y«f 

bffbre init«^^fi)ff d. Thp ^tocV3 of tb^FJre|(^^lMj!lntf^ 

wtilkry played on our squares at the distftBce of bne 
jnm&edland fifty paces; but not a sbgk battalion yidd^^ 
^fe -dead wwt dnrust aside, and the ranks innnedaatdty eloi^.. 
Soiie of the regiments wuted not to receive dkeattack^ b^ 
Baakittg on tke enemy repulsed him in disorder* 

' Afetoigib> wdtkened by^ so mmy repeated and murderous 
M¥^ mi several of the battalions b^ nearly cut to 
pieces, my divifiw ww coi»p«Hed to ftll bw*, bwt.it fe- 
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4S^ AF?«KMX<^ 

tired in good order, and cheerfully advanced again at the 
command of the Duke of* Wellington. That illustrious 
hero was an eye-witness of our conduct ; he was uniformly 
found where the danger was most imminent, and the Prince 
of Orange displayed a valour worthy of his noble ancestors; 
It^w&s against his division that the prmci|>at ^ffoiti 6f 
the main body of the army, led on by Buonaparte in per- 
B0^ were directed. - : t-- 

, At tUs critical moment, the Prussian 6eii«r>I# Von BuIohhl 
ha^teped Jo our assistance with thnrty thoi|saiid men^an;! 
attacked ii^ en^my in his flank. He day was ,n>op. C4i^ 
own. The enemy fled in every direction, and^ aba«4oned 
tb# greaUr part of his artillery. Two hundred piecoa of 
CippoPi Mid several eagles were taken, and although the 
ipunber of prisoners cannot yet be accusately stated,, jj^ 
anptoimtsto several thouaands. ':.:'> 

. ^/nie^glory of these two days has been purchased with A^ 
loss of the greater part of our most distinguia^ied officers^ 
among whom are CSolonds Von Ompteda, 1>U: Plutj^ Yo^ 
Wurmb, and Von Langrehr. Th^ battalions of Bremenj^^ 
X4indl>u]^ Verdei^ Gmbenhagen, and the Duke of Yoil;. 
deserve the highest praise. A favourable report has al8|^ 
bei^ made to me of maay of the brigades of ](jandwehr,f — 
Hat of Omabruchi imder Count Munster^ fought fttayaal 
I^apoleon's Imperial guard, and tiirew diem intb con^i^^ 

•- . ^ ' . . ....,,, :x ni;^0 . 

< "^ ' ».v , . ^ . ..^ 1 , . t ;, '.Jil;,../^ ^JOT^ 
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,^--. ..\ . . No.v; : ~ ■ - -.^.-.'Mo^ 
SPANISH ACgOUNT. . ,^ 

^ISv^lmmt^ to the Mqfirid Gazette of Thursday, l^tLi 
*.. V Jw/y, 1815. , ^ ^ ; ,.^, 

The lieutenant-General of tjie Royal Annies, Dotf Mfr^ 
guci cte Alava, Mincer Pknijmtentiary of His^ M^^ in 
ilbUaMp has addressed to His Excelfency Bon PeJdm^Gd^ 
tJil!o$, I^irt« Secretary of State, the follawiitf letter i'-^^^^'^ 
/^ Most Excellent Sir, ^ '^ f^^^ ^ 

^ The short space of time that has intervened bdf#^^ ASS? 
departure of the last post and the ^ctory of the *fQlSit]^Vif 
m>t idlowed meto write to your Extell^cy so diffilsdy arl^ 
could have wished; and although &e army is at^^thiS' inb^^ 
ment oh ^e point of marching, and I sdso am gon^toiiet 
6Utfor the Hague to deliver my credentials, which I didjnxjt 
receive till this morning; nevertheless, I will give yourE^-^ 
Cellency iGK>me details respecting this important eveirt, v^ch^ 
possibly, liiay bring u9 to the end of die wstr mu^ 9obti6i'^ 
than we had any reason to expfect; ' - ' ^ 

HE inforincd^but ExceUeticy, iiudf ^ d^e df the i&ik fost^ 
fliat Buonaparte, marching from; Mkiibfenge arid Phiii|>p<e^ 
vilTe^iisid attacked die )?russian pbst# oii'^^SMbre/ind 
that, after driving tbem from Charleroi, he had entered that 
city on the 15th. 

On tiie I6th, the Duke of Wellington ordered his army to 
assemble <m the pomt of Quatre Bras, where the roads cross 
from Namur to Nivelles, and from Brussels to Charleroi ; 
and he hinMelf proceeded to die same point, at seven in die 
morning. 

On his armal, he firand die Utreditary Prince of Orange, 
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Wuh a divUion of his own tLVthy, holding the enemy in eh^k/ 
taU the other (^visions «f the afiOy trerc toilected. ^i ^ 

,. By thi» time^ the British division utider Gj^nerd Vietaik^ 
bad arrived^ \vitH which Aie Duke kept up att mieqUftl'iioa^ 
t^t>with more than thirty thoiKaitd '^ ^ .enfemyv wIChMl^ 
Itoidg an inch of ground* The British\Ouardft> several rc^- 
gknents of infentry, and the Scotcb Brig^d^; e<]K^red^^emA^ 
s^iteA With • glory dn this dafy; fttid Lbtti Wi*fltegte^\(ftditte/ 
Oh 'Ac Ttfllowitig' day, fh^t h^ ftevet- iJlW !ds ^IHae^ %feKi^* 
bttterdttAig HieWltabW df years b^te! edffiitt&ttd«t1i]*lh; 

n» l¥edicb Cdfair^giei** ^flfered vfery fctAifidt^lfe1«»« 
for,' €OBfi£ng in their breast-plates, thfey apj^a^id so- 
MHt^e fttiliA wjuaiies, that -they iffled^tyfttfe 'bdltrl^ '^ tW - 
4ttire^fli^€ift \Atti llietr SwOrds^ btitth^se viAi&nt tneil; ^Mttt^ 
Oul giving wiay, kept up Bb '*tr6ng' a fire, tb«-#« %te*fc; 
gf^nd 11^ cbv^red vrith die Cmrasfiiier^ md ^it hrnstB. ^ ' 

III ^le n«eato tinn^ the troops kept totmf^ np^;itod*B^ 
aij^^titi^infltftftettrtiteitinlMi^tiMrttt^ -^ ' ^^ ^ ^" » 

durilB^ lUn tittie Bwiniaparte Wa^ lighling'^iAr di<i-ttli' 
■Minder <if fab "fottres. against J^arillMii BluchfM^,*iillilli^ ^^^ 
he blid oommenoed a Mdbdyiudtton'at tVeib tIrtiMitfelMMt: 
from which time, till nine m tbeev^uittg, fae: M h iii^i eWftrt»ly- 
repidfired ^y th^ Pm^iitoa, wiA giieatridi^tbn %Mv4iktes.w 
But, at ttint flK>meti^ he made hi^ •eav^hry elNUiig#»^tkb vfai/ 
mucb vigour, that ttiey broke th^'Pru^irnkt^^MmdaMiff^ 

Wbother B^oniqfmrte did not perceive tfaw^iiitcttriasMMi^ 
i>f Aat i» bMI i^xptsrienM^ a ijto^ 4oft64^^bi,^a^AMtl'i»i 

btttte^ tile Mt ^ iiksA lM» 4err*^^ ad^aotofi^ ^whaMMff^ 
fr0te4H0«Mr,aMd, libit li^ Ukiii^^¥rmm m if ia rt i*lrfii>^ 
tbewiiolecftheji^^of the IGdi. (mvu^^// 
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was coihbiikiiig ^i^ mea^tir^ to ikttatk dto eft^eihy^ ^lieti he 
received %^pi^ch Stota Marlfa^l Btutfaeir^ comtnudicafihg 
ta%jmih§^v^TAt& ^the {^e<^^tig d£iy, together with the idea/ 
4^; that had floatched. the victory out of his hands; dd£iig^' 
tb^ iljie Lp^s he hatd e^p^^tknc^d was of &uch ^ nature, Ifiat « 
b^^s fortced t(> iifetfefeit to Wavrte, oil our hftp where llie' 
cQi-ps of Balow wt^uld ut^tfe wi»i him, and that oh the IQth 
hie would he ready for any affaii* he might Nviish to Undertake. 

In cohseqiuienpe of this, Lolrd W^lington was obliged' 
in^mediatelj to retreat, and this he effected with so much ' 
skiHy (hat the enemy did riot dare to iiiterrupt him. lie 
toek up a position on Brainele Leud, in front of die grfeat 
wood of Soign§s, as he had previously deteiimined^ ML 
placed his head quarters in Waterloo. 

I joined the army on that morning, though Ihad received* 
no orders to Aiis effect, because I believed thai I shoidd 
thds best serve his Majesty, and at the same time fulfil your 
excellency's directions; and this determination has afforded 
me the sadsfactioh of having been present at the most ini« 
portaal; battle that has been fought for many centuries, in 
its consequences, its duration, and the tdents of die chiefo 
who commanded on both si^s, and because the peace <tf^ 
the w<nrld^ and the future security of all Burofle^ may be 
said to hsve depended on its result. 

The position occupied by his lordship was very good; 
bjrfi lowsrds the centre it had various weak points, which 
required good troops to guard them, ^d much scknce ilnd 
sldl on the part of die general in chief. Theise quaUficar 
tieW'ivere however sutBciently found in the British troops 
ai|d their iUustrious commander; andjt may be asserted, 
without offence to any one,, diatto them belongs die chief - 
pWfeii qr sil the glory of tbia monorable day. , : ' ' ^ 
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t couotry-house, the importaiice of which J^rd W^UlJlrt^,^ 
fHiickly porceiTed, because^ thepoaitkm could Qatl|e attack^ * 
on that aide without carryiof i^ wd it p^^t ^^^Tjolim )^ 
copsidered as itt key. 

iTbe Duke confided this important poi«t to ^ree coiDDf^ . 
aies of the English Guards, under the command ^ IjQf^ 
Sattx^, and laboured duriqg the nif^t of the 17th ,in for* 
tifyii^ it as well as possiblejCQvering its gardoffeapda woQ^ 
which served as its jparki with Nasaau tro<^ as di^iy- 
shooters. 

^t half-past ten, a movement was observed in the enen^'s 
lane^ and numy pfficers were seen coming from and going to 
a p^cular point, where there was a very considerable corps 
of ^fimtry, which we afterwards understood to be die Im- 
yerial Guard; here was Bonaparte in person, and from this 
point issued all the ordiers. In the mean tim^ the enemy's 
masaes were forming, and every thing annoimced the ap- 
proaching combat, which began at half-pasA e][even^ tibe 
enemy i^ttacking desperately with one of his corps^ and 
wilh his usual shouts, the country-house on the right. 

The Nassau troops found it necessary, to abandon their 
post; but the enemy m^ such resistance in the hofMje, tb#t» . 
though ihey surrounded it on three sides, and attf^^j^ % 
wilh the Inmost bravery, tfiey were compelled to de«at ^pipi 
tfa^ enterprise, leaving a great number of kiUed J|Iq4 . 
w^ouuded* Lord Wellington sent fresh Englisb tipops, ]i^^ 
recovered die wood and garden, and the combat c^iu^.%^ 
the present on dus side. 

The eoemy th^ opened a hontt^ fire of arp^y 4mi 
more than two hundred pieces, under cover of wludi.Itn^iH^ - 
pacle made a general attadi. fir«m the centre lo fkm i«|^ 
wtk mtmtgj md cavalry m mch munbers Jimt it is npi wil v 
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APPENDIX. 4^ 

afrtne* sjiWot his Lordship, to post lis troops, abd all i^ 
gdod qualities of die latter to resist the atta<^. 

* vSeneral ftcion/ who was wiCh' nis^ division on Ac road 
front iB^fiisseld to Uharlelroi^ dtdvancecl with the baj6net tp 
receive them ; but was unfortunately killed at the moment 
when the eneniy^ appalled foy t^e attitude of this division, 
&reSf an^thenif^l ' . .^ .. - • . * \ 

*1rhe ISiglish^ Life 'ttiiards then charged witli Ae {greatest 
hravei^, and* 'ihe 4&lh atid i65th l^rench regiments lost dieir 
respective'' eagles' in this charge, together wfth two or 
three thousand pnsoners. A columh of cavalry^ at whose 
hewA.' were 'the (Sjiirassiers, advanced to charge the* lilb . 
Quai^S; Ifuid thus save ^uieir infantry, hut ^euiiards re^ 
ceivefd dieni witn die utmost valour, ahct me 'most san- ^ 
guinary caValiy figlit .flial ev^r was witnessecf now '^ook 
pmce. ' 

, l^e jFrencfe.tfuir^^siers Were completely oeaten, in ipile ' 
oimeir cuirasses, by troops who had np defence of ttie 
kindy and diey lost one of their eagles m this coh&ic^^ wniidh 
was taken by the heavy .English cavahry called the Rcyats. 

Intelligence now arnvei that the Prussiati corps ot Buld^ 
had reached ^t. Lambert, ana diiat Prince Bliicher, witn 
imofiier corps under fhe command of iQeneM 'Thl^urai 
(l^tfien), was advancing with all haste to take part hi ^ 
combat, leaving the other two m Wavre, Which hifll 
kuSered niiich k fh^ battle of the idbi at Ftenrds. ^The 
kntaii of ^ese troops was afcsolutely necessary iii ^dit 
•e^oehce of ^e forces of the enetny heing now Aotfe tfeaik 
(riple ours, and ouir loss having keen horirkt dtbri^g' tit 
«ni^i|iml ecriift>at, from hHi past eleven In the itionii^ dll 
five in the afiernooh. '- 

ISnonaparte, ylfko di^ not hdi^ve ilieib tci l>e do tkiUr; iM 
«W s«timiea upon destroying Lord W«^ 
TOI.. II. 3 f 
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.homtm, wiJimt m th^ oiticiL potilioii u^whidk ^^^ 
jMn be pbioefl> time mMined q# otfu^ reiqiiurf^ t)!^4lft 
.i)£de0pefalelj attacking^ week pari pf die£iia|ul^P9«i- 
^tiDB, end ^utf^ if poaiiUe^ hm the Duke before bie Offft 
jflght iTBi tiimed end nUaekisd bjr IImi PmwieM* - 
:. ..Henceforward Iberefoie ^.wbqle was 9 cepetifipi^o^f 
jttHiicbt bjr 0ivib7 and mba^, mffOftUA hf.marp ll]^ 
4ttee bundled pieces of artiUery, wh^b.j^Ade b^iyi^ 
jiMagea in our linei and killed and woiukled numeipu^o%ex3|y 
jiililkKist^ andboi^ses^ indie weakest pail of tbqjposit^^ 
i;.' 'Bm.fmWff, 9mmf^ of.diis desmiclioni m^ f^t^^WS^ 
jHntb Ibe wbole cavab; of his guard, wbich took some .piecep 
of cannon that coidd not be vitbdrawai bat ibe Dtikf^ wbp 
mmmtfUfl, point, chpiged them with t^iee battilMms of JEn- 
l^handlbme of Bnmswicker^ «id coppdl^d Ihemi^f 
wiiqMnl.to abendpn the artil^ry, tbouj^.w^ were uoablf,!^ 
them for w;ui| of horsesf nor did the/ dare to ai^ 
(to recover 4i^a»« 
At .last, abo»i sevc^i in die evepni^ Buoiiaparte made a 
lasteffiiri^ and pntdng hmself at the bead <^ bis. gueifdib 
Utadied tkt dbowfohti^ die ^ngliah posidqia widi so^ 
%igMr| 4b|it he Jni«e baek the 3runswickefS i}^ oc^pfe^ 
part of it; and, for a moment, die victory was imde c)M^ 
ittidwen^aioee tkant doidHfuL . ^. ^:,: i 

* ^The XkUoe^ wfaoi^fell dutt the mmffo^ was mosl^^^itiqi^ 
spoke to the Brunswick troops with that as<;«ndaiM'y j9!H^ 
M Ifi^eaigaaeral poiimaes^ made, them reimn to ^^nSttSS^ 
Wd pvttiftg bimaelf at their bead, a|;ain restored tb^opin^tej^ 
Mpd^gldn^eif to every kind of personal dai^i^. j . ,. , ^ 
- Fortiiantdyjitdiismomefit he perceived tbefof]!^ 
Blncheri who vras attacking the enemy's right with hisu^fiiji 
iiilisiuaihy^ andtboioonMil of «k<i4T^ tt|ick b^mg^qps^ 
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%p<^-8 «e^w6M«' to ^m, *Nf(%ich "wite tmmaeii^iL 
^^inl hurrah, and his Grace iumBelfkadiag Aem >dli'iirtih 
iSi%«i^ df^eageitf inMied forward to eot/tt to tl6^«Md0ii 
%ift flte lybperiflT gifai4. B«tt dke MMr b^jali ^ »etfWl, 
wbich was 86M'€oni^eFfeM ittto vbsMttte^bt^ a&d (ke nOTt 
Hsoiiipfatt^ iK>ift e?er witnessed by itiifilary men. Sntire 
^tft>lttdtiisv dnnbwiiig d«wtf tkeir arms and caitoddi-bdxx^ tiM 
^tliejr might escape the better, fled in th« utaidSt ^9e»iiift' 
liicmi'lfae^eld and abandoned tons isen^ly'Me'htuMlbti 
anif fifty pieces of cannon. The rout a^ ViHbni mm' iMt 
ioomparAIe to^this, and it only resembles'ily iniSfftUcfeab oo 
lyoffa occasions, tfie French lost all the train df jtftM«^^«Md 
tr|6rcs^lfaeanny,asweBasdlthobliggtig«. r ^- ^ 
^ The Dnke followed the efl^my as for tits Q^iaippi^ wImm 
1iefo«md the fflttstrious Bktcher; and both efiibrHciMUin'^ 
todit «orcBal teinner, on die prtecipal roSMl lo Chail^Mi f 4Mt 
finding himself m the same positfdnf wMi -Ae *PiiissiaKi>^iMl 
ftat his army stood in need of rest afNHr so dfeadfol^ai sltq^ 
"gfe, he left tolMncherttue idiirge ef Mlo^niig up tfaaientey/ 
itrho^ promised ^t he weuMamt lewnslkani n ttoitl6ni>0f 
Test. He is now parstMg dM%ahd yeetenliy ^ MKm hp 
Md-riBached Gkarlerol; whenoe he iiitead6d.<tQ9lpp<is4>4t 
tt^fatttd^coBtSnaeAr chase* •. tt o ' 7 

This is die substance of whaltook^phote oia^llnii^^fM- 
iftUcf dsy ; bhttfae coattequences of theiaffiir M«tiM tfttent 
felrtfie tb^detaSiyoninstatfaif them« ' < i i i -^^^ . 
'^§Bttoo«parte, iierwtoClerihgOB-hia«smipM lhroa%>ioiiM»i|^ 
Vtoney^ aild widKMt troc^ to recruit hb ib»^ 
« mioital Vhw, wd,- ^ago^rdhf; ta/ theifangwige^i of 4h^ 
ttitoiieirs;'«> olhe# rekmree k left<h^ 

^^% ii^aiid»«Af W Ml ncMv teaa:hMimJtgt>i«l0iiJ^ 
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4^ iM^mHW^r 

that he a^|^ not fumv^ « .^^fiMtt fiBU|)it wMi:.ii«ch(fiNI 
cooiequeiices. 

^MiHieuvre tppf^rcd to me exli?iiii^y.4i|riQg.il) Ae^A^ mf 
(nipl^ generals aaBiueber and the Dvke. Th*«my(hMfi%r 
ji^^tified ipy predu^m Forlhisma8o%Ii;otiGf»vci^||illMt; 
cuecutiiig it hasariaen merdy from dtfpmrcat dMrappamncil 
fl'the lunumerable troops who were ahoutto^jittiMiidhuiiaote 
every side^ aiid in order to atrike on^.of hbiCiirtBinaqr Uam 
ikffore (lie HusEmns ajid Aostrium cami^up* ^ ^^^ . ;.{ .-.i^ 
.^ Hb military reputation is lost Son ever | atid^ ion IhiaMaai^ 
iloD^ there h no treason on the port of tha«AUiaa^ HBtbnAgm 
bloim vgp hefonetheu^ timer on wjhich.to thiow/die bbne: 
aUjtfi^jhffwm^ (vn 

Nutn^licjd awpmority^ Hiperioiity of judttlery^ AwiBM 
\m %T9iv:9 and his bmving ecop^peRBedjlbeiiittaeki {Mnrwrthit 
|i«Jhiid«]i^S4;i^:meaiutoeseGttt«(.4li: r m .. 

oii^iAftf iiimlM9iQtacr» haa^b^eii.^aapJi^t^dariiKdA^piei^ 

lltiCTwpytehaaftyevaKlQflM^ 

end beweft^rwii^d f^ dwactar . naH beIeiig^.a»';aiLimMM»« 

eh l e.a Mn»vibp»|ir<t»m empleymft lkiar|^biiotu Air m4ii<»^^ 

tiirbiagand epalavi^ Europe, vriU comeitiajiiiteDaiiiiiiairii^ 

ifptof her f(^j^^iva^idia/pr^»cw^ foihrnrtiiiiiiaBtia i>»h • 

The loss of the British i^tdftMUiiVa^'fl^'tiia mlMdaf^^ 
mpitaKj sMOP the Si^ and mysdf nUaiaiemaimid iiHiiMiiftiil 
in ogr.pe ra o h i. a bd lKwes> v^^ . ,. ^v ^ ;^i ,..^ 

The Diike of Bnmswiel^ was kiUed ta the iMi, aadb^ 
PrinQi of Onrnge apt his^ cousia^ die Vtmmwit'Ji^amaa^ 
aid^-de-camp to die Dakeof WeUmgton^ received tw6.balb» 
Thel^nii^e^ofOiai^dbtiiigmshi^ ^%\ 
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«qptiF9tke flhUy 6t%if iifi{M>rlluBft MiifiiitSA fbr sbose tiihe^ ancf 
possibly he may lose the use of his left jfm. " - 

^ . liord VxbrKlge^^Geoenif of earrdlly,' ffec*t«r^ k Wbund at 
the 4^e^ the action> ^hidk^ inade tb^ &iii{>iitkttoii 6f W 
ri^t leg necessary; tids is an irreparable toss, for it will he 
diftci^ to find anodter chief to lead on the cavalry mth 
tiie same coun^ andsldll. 

Ilie Doke was unable to reirain from shedding tears on 
witaessipg the deatt of w itialiy ^rft^e aid honourable men,^ 
and die loss of so many friends and faithful companiond. 
NothiK^ but tb^ importance of die triumph can compensate 
feraJbssioc^eadfid: : ; ' '* > -^ "''':' 
Hut mormnglre has proceeded to Nivdles, atid to-' 
morrow he will advance to Mons, whence be wffl imme- 
tfitety eater Fi«ice. The wciathercantiot' be better; ^'^' 

I caanot close tfiis despatch widiout stating'fd yoitf 'E*-'^ 
ciaiency, forthe informatioii of his Majfesty, diat Capt. ©Ln 
Hkhohis de Minwsir, of Doyle^s regiment; and' oi^ whom f 
befofe'spekisi^ your Eieellendy, ds^ifl'as^ofM^ dfeiltiha^on ' 
ill the itmgr^ oonducted himsetf yesterday with the greaWst^ 
v^Mraadfiro^riety. He'wai^ wounded'when the Nassau 
tmipr vctm drinti^ frooi ttte g^utlm, yet he rallied theui ' 
and M thtoisacktotteir pdst. l&vEnhg the actioii, he had*" 
a h9mp vsBBided Qttder hieiy and by Ua «)riner conduct/ as ' 
well as by his bdiaviour on diis day^ he ifients froiii Kis Ma- 
je«|yitan proof tffhiali^tilActito; '^'^ 

^nik oiie^ is wdi htia^m tti the tlrar-otalcie, as well as to 
CWnttdt Don Jbs^de ZayaU, who had duty appreciated' hw.' 

-Ei ^M^ifeserJi Jdor R^ mitoy ycSif/&c. &c. 

Bmieb,9l0th of June, 1815. 
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feraMwho accompaHied him to Eltm. ^^ • .:( i e^i bsnno^ 

-"■" ■ -^ ■-■■ No. vi.'-"*'^^"^'^;;;;^;^':'^':;^;' 

}j) Ii.'h :. !i> I 1 \:!.t -.1 ■ . >•'•.;»/ r, _; >"'T i nr--^ iHt.'iO 
-dO 'i": i'-'.i'j ci.J .'.: 'itro ■•• ■;■> -t. " .-. 'i •■ ■■■!>. > n; x,-,i ^d •' 

1^ #ATTLE OF LIGNY-UNDBaO^LBURUSi.T >n 

Pflrw, Jmw« «I. 

On tbe mornii^ of the l6th the anny occupied tfaf IqIJi^ 
igg^iposijion:— ^ .:, .- . : r. .. -.-^Ir.' 

i^e , teft i^ring^ coouiia^ed . }fy ihq ^ Mfu-jfi^fU jD^? ^^ 
B4i^jp^% %^<| c^p^istiiijf of j^e,%3t,fl^,SffJC?9i^ ^f^A9f 
u^antr^^ aod ihei second of ^avalrj^ .occupied >tb94P9|Biti^ 

^ ^e ngh^ w?n^ , comi^^ipj^ed . bj jMarc^id Grouchy^^fif^a 
cpmpQsed of the third andfpurth corpp^of kil'fuitr^ ^d ths ^ 
third corps of cayi^^ cK:cupi€^d the hei^^hte ii^ re^ of 
fletirgs. ^ . , Vv ^ 

The Emperor's hea4-q\iarters were at C}ifarleit4y wjiere 
were the Imperial Guard and Uie fiixth coipjs. ■ -^ 
^ The left wing had orders to, ^jiarch upon Le^ Q|i)l^^ 
and the right upon Soinbref. Th^ Eipm^iro^ ^yi^i^jto ^ 
Fleurus with his reserve. ^ 

The columns of Mar?h^ <?i1)Hcl^y;^ing hrf9Pimh,M' 
eeivedjaftefhavinff passed Fieuni&.the eneniysimsy. ccmi- 
nnauted pj Jneia-Marsnal Slttcher> occopymg with ^ts left 
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ft«|lie^kto of die nuHof BiMy, fte idlla^ of'Sombnef, 
tMetteading its cKvidry a grMtn^yfomrard 011. tike rotd 
^'Nttnar ; its tight was at St. Anian^^ a^d ^octiined di«t 
hrge villiige in great force, having before k a rilvme Irrhi^ 
foimed its position. j" <::it-f 

The Emperor reconnoitred the strength and the positions 
of the enemy, and resolved to attack immediately. It became 
necessary to change front, tl^ ri^^t in advance, and pivoting 
upon Fleurus. 

General Vandamme inarched iLppf^ ^. ^inand, General 
Girard upon Logny, and Marshal Grouchy upon Sombref. 
The fourth division of the second corps, commanded by Ge* . 
neral^Ghfafd, marched in reserve betniid ifii }t0ig^ of 
Qeneral Vandamme. The guard was drawn up on the 
heiffhts of Fleurus, as well as the cuirassiers of General 
Mahaud: ' / ' "' '^'";^..^ 

At three in^ the afternoon, these dispositions were finia^edl. 
The division of General Lefol, formii^ part of the corps qf 
General Vandamme, was first engaged, and made itself 
master of St. Amand, whence it drove out the enemy at tlj^ 
point of the bayonet. It kept its ground during the wli^ole 
of the engagement, at the burial-ground and steeple of St. 
Amand; but that village, which is very extensive, was the 
theatre of various combats during the evening ; the wholp 
corps of Qeneral Vandamme was there enj^ge^ anc^Jthe 
enemy fought there in considerable force. 

Qaieral Girard, placed as a reserve to the corps^ of 
Genend Yandamme,; turned die, village by its right, mid 
fought there with his accustomed valour* The reapectiv^/ 
forces, were supported on bqdi sides by about fifty pieces of;^ 
eannoneach. . . . ,. ^^ ^ ,. 

On the right. General Girard came.ipto actbn wM ^t 



Digitized 



by Google 



jlAeftteverfldfim^. / - 'w/ 

V Mtf^al Oroiichy, pn the tttreme d^V «P<{ iGbaeinI 

<Pfi>)i;'foa^t lit the village of Soa^rc& The i^wmj ;he¥f^ 

tirqm'^iljhty toiitiietgr flioiisaiul meo^ aadLirgveat MuiAcrf f 



,r Atf^imb^olockwewereaiailtersofaUthevill^^ 
tflit ikh haUt of the ravme ivha^h toV^retf Ihe Mien^^s^iD^ 
.^iitfoB^ ftttt ht s6U occupied' i/ridi flU bis sk^ss^s die ^icagfats 
rWrttt-nflldlBUwy* ; 

.' Ute jSmperor tetume^l wth hiar guard <to tW tiBi^ «f 
rlA^\ QiheroL Gfrard dkected Oenetat^Peq&bux todl^- 
rimidr'*widl '^sA^t remoih^ of flie lesServe^ alnoiost all Ae 
•tlkiopsAaviiig'beea engaged in that Tillage. ; ' ' 
or Bight titttalbiis of Ifae gUaNt dehonobecT wkh^£xcid< bej-' 
M/oati, Hid behmd themifoiur 'squaifai&oa^bf the guardi, ^dfe 
xmArssaief a of General Delert^ those at General MfUmSi, 
rmiAihte gr^adierii of ^ hofie-guttrds. The lobi ^gmad dt- 
•'ti^ced'witHihe baydnet the enem/iJ eotumns ivhidt hereon 
theb^i^tsWBiiaijr^ «iid fataainitentcoveT^ thefiehl of 
.batjd^.madi dead; The' squadroa'^ihe guard attacled'and 
ibiiodDek a4iiare/ahd tiie feukaassu-i tepillBedtlle eueoiy ia dl^ 
idtfectfoisa. At half p^t mne o'dock we bad forfy |)ieQea t«f ' 
)MDiiiOfi» ^ijBvend carriages, cc^urs, and pri^pne^; eudv^ 
««b9n\]r a^ugjht siSe^ iarz pi^eiitttatef retreat. At ten o'^i^c^ 
diK<iWd$^i/vi»« &U8)ied/'^d ^^ iDimWoumd»e9 Biaatt^eSi^r 
die iSeld of battle. ' ' - : * 

hf'Qfifi^r^ .haiiicw^ a pftrtisan, was «i^ett .p«is6i]niNv The 
4lM)m¥^iei^^pa«re us, that Field-M^rdial Bhiehelrwas wound^* ' 
oP^%fiffwer0f ^ BrtBsian army ma des^yedto tfairbtit^ 
fyf ](^;tiv^ii^% be l6«l^ than fifteen fhoustod^aen/ Our^y 
was three thousand killed and wounded. 
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wth a divisioa which cut in pieces an £]9glii&'^<Mipt^4lit 
91 as statvMned there; but fceinp aflftchjed by 'the Friudb of 

rOrange/'imh twentyi^a thougaod nfeii/pai^y >BiH^, 

iffoikf HanmenoM in the j^ 4i£ JEngfaoidy he vel^iipdi 
his position at Frasn^. Thc^ a multiplicity of cwlwit 

^4D0kpIftf^^ die enemy oUtbaMy endeavour^tor ftofceitt 
iKftv^ywrn. The Du^e of Elchingen DiraitedCBr iim iot 
corps^ which did not arrive till i»c^t; he Q^vSmeni kkmelf 16 
maintaining his position* . In a sq^uare uXf^fijUAkf the«i|^biii 

• v^gbaeat of cuirassiers^ the coloors of the $hsifHanA^egy 
ment of English infantry fell into oar handa« The J](i4^f 

-Brunswick wajsi^ kiQed. The Prmce of Ofaqj^vhiOub^ckl 
wounded. We are assured that ^^ .enemy isfi mtinj^p^t- 
sons and generals of note killed. pr iKrQupd^d^.. WeiBf^ate 
the loss of the Engheli at from foujr tp . fyre tbousin^ awg> 
On oor side it was very consideiiabley it amouata tQ fpor 
thousand two hundred' killed . or wounded., . The oomhit. 
ended with the approach of n^t. Lord Welliogton liiea 
evacuated Les Quatre Bras,. and proceeded to Genappe. 

In the morning of ike nth, the ^mpercir repaiied. lb 
Les Quatre Bras, whence be marched to attack the Eogtish 
mmy: he drove it to tke entrance of t^e fi>re8t of Soignee 
wHh the left wing and the rtserve. The right wing ad v anced 
by Sombref in pursuit cf Field-Marshal Bludief^.wha 
^wats going towards Wavre, where he appeared to wish i^ 
take a position. . L 

At ten o^cl6ck m the evening the Englii^ vmy occupied 
Mont St. Jean with its centre, and was in. position before 
ditf fcr^of Strfgnes i it would have re^uireii three hours to 
ettlk^it^ we were flierefore obliged to postpone it till the 
next day. 
Ttie head quartisrs of the /Emperor were established at 
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tte fluni of OuUon, new PlaiK^benok. th% ram fi^D kf 
Mrrrato. Tbut, on d^ I6tb, tlie teft iirijig, *e fig^ «i& 
die reserve, ^vere etfuSfy engaged, at a distance «f nbont two 
leagues^'' ^ __^_ " ''\ ' ' \ 

BATTLE OF MONT ST- JEAN. 

At nine ifcl the morning ike Vain haying soinevhst niMted, 
the ^rst leorpa put itself in motion, and placed itaelf mifa die 
left on die road to nmssde, and oppdsite the «iUi^ of 
Moot St. Jean^ whicfa appeared the centre ' of ihe bnen^a 
position. The second corps leaned its right iq>on. the road 
to Brnsielsi and its bft upon ai small wood, iritbiii cannon 
shdt of the English army. The cuirassiers were ih vesm# 
)»dnn4f &iid the guards in reserve upon the beigbti. Tli^ 
sixth corps, wi(b die cavalry of Getieral D'Aumont, under 
dife order of Connt Lobaik^ was destined to proceed in the rear 
of onr right to oppose a Prussian corps, which appeared to 
}iave escaped Marshal Grouchy, and to intend to fail upon 
our right flank; an intentioit whidi had been made known 
Ions by our reports, and by die Jetter of a Pras^an general^ 
enclosing an order of batd^ and wh^was taken by^osr 
light ^oops. 

The troops, were bil of ardour. We estimated the Mce 
nl die English army at eighty dioysand men. We supposed 
•ibat the Prussian corps> which might be in Ime towarA 
the right, might be fifteen thousanid men. The- enemy 'a 
f^oe dieit was upwards of ninety thoiwuid meU; ours less 
numerous. I - ' ^^■ 

'At jK^n, ^ die preparadons being tenninated, Prinbk 

Jm>me,' coounndin^ a division of the second liotlnE, ^i 

destined to ^ontt tiki extreme left of it, advanced ixffion^ dite 

>^woeidof .^irfikh the enemy occnpied a part, l^eantio^to^ 

kegan. IW Wmy si^|^>rted with diirty precW o^ 
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Uta'fUi^Nta^opt tie ha4 «e9t M> keeyethe wood* ' W^ dktOk 
4m p«-OMir)nde ^cBipQiMiom of ilrtilkry^ At one o'clode; 
Bmoir-tefw* was master <^ tH tbe wood, radtbowholfr 
EngUth anny feD back behmd a curtain. Count d*£daif 
then attacked the village of Mont St. Jean^ and supported 
his altadL.iriib^ eighty pieces jof eanndn, wluchmust have 
Qbflitsiwwl ginii-iQaato the£agKA mmty. Attom^dferts 
ytfitemwie imiim>oppmke enunence. A brigade of the'firir 
diyiai0atof€oiinld'£rion tookdM vilifige 6f Mont St. Jean $ 
^mtomdhrngjide^mm chatged bja corfiB of Eiif^b tank^ 
1rhiQh>DQfiaQMfi4:it iniicbloss. At Ihe same momeat t 
dinsiao ^ fii^tlMhcaivafay ^ chained the bMcix of <><^ 
4'JSikia dbji^itojjight^ and diBovganixad aeveral pieees; 4)dt 
^rcuicaiiiers «£ Q^ierai Milhaud charged that divindi^, 
t)itAiue8bM«taQl:arfnchw«« broken and otft up. ^ * "> 

f ^ was. thveftciB ibt afternoon* The Emperor made dii 
gnaid- .adviuiae.t* plaea it k' the plain upon -th^^grMind 
iv|«i^ tbefinil^orpi had occupied at dMOviiet of di«b8ld»i 
thk ^rp» .heing (ready in advaaclB. The XVo^aa #risaoQ 
yfhfi^VUHMMtf^ bad been foreseeil^ -ifaeB engaged with d»6 
%jbt;troQpSf^ Connt LobSM, apreaBHag'^ilB' &m upon enr 
whole ngbt flank. It waa expedient, -before undertaking a^j 
tfwg ebMB9dief%)lo wait &» A^^kmt «f dns attack.* H&ce/ 
f#^4i#:JP4ais ia^ reserpeWeae^veady'to Bdccouir Gbvkt 
]^pmt ^; QVBi^idiefai dieiBhisstan .corps* when it^shoald 
)iave advanced. . t- ' ^ ' *- "^• 

,, ,Tblfl jkH|#»ath»iBnipefoghad the d^agp of leadh^ ait ^al- 
taci^ upoii^e viUi^ of Mont St. Jean, from whkhwe e». 
|)^t^ doi^tfrfhsipcaeea ; hitt» bya'movetneni of itnpati^ce, 
i!^ij^fW^^iA<MMr i9itit^ annab^aiid^'whadi faaroften tfe£ti' 
j^fi^^H8f,^th^caaab^ of veseMre^hltffltig'p^meradraia^^ 
Ji9g|9(# #$)yi^^ fliiidoby die ISagM^tosfaelCerlhliiiiM^ 

from .our batteries^ from wjbkfalhey had attfcnif soiatcK/ 
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!;r4»wii«d the hciigfa^ ol Mont St JeiM, ^iiA.«kw^i4Mb« 
infttotry. 1 his movement, which, made in proper tme^ 
and sypported by the reserves, must have decided the dnj^ 
aiade m m isolated niaaner, and before the a&ir oa4b& 
right was tfrniinated, became fatal ^j^,^^ ^i^^Bm^.pm.^uH 
Having no means of coimtf^rmandii^ it, the enemy «hew^ 
ing many masses of cavalry and infantry, and our two divii. 
sioiis of cni^assiers being engaged, all our cavalry ran at di« 
same moment to support their comrades. There, for three 
hours, numerous charges were made, which enabled hr to 
penetrate several squares, and to take six standards of die 
Kght iafantry, an advantage out of proportion with the Iom 
which our cavalry eiiperienced by the grape »hot and muakefe 
firing. It was impossible to dispose of our reserves of iiv 
fantry until we had repulsed the flank attack of the Prussian 
corps. This attack always prolonged itself perpendiculai Ijr . 
upon our right flank. The Emperor aent thither Generai 
Duhesme with the young guard, aad aeveral batteries of re* 
serve. The enemy was kept in check, repulsed, and fell 
back— he bad exhausted his forijes, and we had nothing 
mere to fear. This was the moment that indicated for ^^ 
attack upon the centre of the enemy. Ab the cuirassieftr 
had suffered by M grape shot, we sent four battalions of 
the middle guard to protect tfaeoi, to keep the position, 
and if possible^ disengage and draw back into die plaia a ' 
part of our cavalry. .,, . 

Two other battalions were sent to teep themieives ai^^ 
poieme upon the extreme left of the division, which hail 
mancBuvred upon our flanks, in order not to have any un- 
easmess on that side— the rest was disposed m reserre, pari 
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^'Iii'lbir^te <»f allMrs, the Wttle was gained; we occupied 
4MMe )^i$0ili<Gmi^ whldi the enemy had possessed at*the outset 
of die%itlltfi <OtlH:a^)r]r haviiig 4>een too soon and ill em- 
1^Aiy^'i^<^\Mxk&\oti!gethope fot decisive success^ but 
MtrAd Grouchy banng learned die movement of the Prus-' 
^MF^i^^'^mii^iAed ufjibn the rear of it, enisured lis a signal 
iiicctss «ti Hi« tf^fkt diy: After eight hours' fire and cbai]ges 
oSiiahjBftff atid cavalry^ all the army saw with joy the 
vtetebgr gained; and th^i'fieltf of battle in our power. 
^ At half after eight o'clock^ the four battalions of the' 
middle guardj who had been sent to the ridge on the 
oiker side of Mont St. Jean, to support the cuirassier^ 
btioig greatly aonoyed by the grape shot^ endeavoured ta^ 
OHPry the batteries with the bayonet p At the end of the dSj^ ^ 
a :cbarge directed against their flank^ by several English 
fijiladronSj put them in disorder. The fugitives recrossedthe 
jralmie. Several regiments, which were near at hand^ seeing; , 
fome troops belonging to the guard in confuiiionj believed it 
win the old guard, and in consequence fled in disorder. Cries 
Of«^// is lostf the guard is driven backf were heard on every 
tido> The soldiers even pretend that on many points ill- 
diqiosed persons cried out, Sauve qui pent, Hoivever this 
may be^ a complete panic at once spread itself throughout 
Ae whole field of battle, and the troops threw themselves in 
dit greatest disorder on the line of communication ; soldiers^ 
cannoneersj caissons^ all pressed to this point ; the old guard; 
which was in reserve, was itifected, and was itself hurried along . 
^an instant, the whole army was nothing but a mass of 
confusion; all the soldiers, of all arms, were mix^^pik'^tleji 
dn4 it vt as utterly impossible to form a single c^orpj. Tb« 
coemy, who perceived this astonisliing confusion, imme 
dBaldy attacked with their cavalryj and jntreased the dis^ 
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Qfini i^ mA wm the gofttoied^.oiHi^piiteini|^ l ii Hl ii g 
on, .Ihit it was impossible to rally the twopg| ai# ppiitf^QMt 
In j£em dl«ir erfpr. . Thus tenHinsM^.iAe tettey ^ ^f of 
idas nMUMttsms .wubraei^ed^ die greatsst^aucces^^psyoMl 
for Ike oeitdaji jret ,aU was loatbjr anmnenlrjolpa^^moK 
Btm the bodj^uarddm^aK tqp by the skb of-the £Mq^a«^ 
was disorganized and. overthrown by an^ ^MmvhclBiiag 
(grp<v tni there was then nolhing cibe^ tate dwe^f^ to 
follow the tonwt^ The parks«f reser^ aUttbi bttg(fiBi 
^which had not repassed the Sambre^ in short every thing 
that was on the field of bi^de, remained in the power of the 
enemy. It was impossible to wait for. the troops on oar 
light ^ every one Ipiows what the bravest army in the worli^ 
is when thus mixed and thrown into confiuionj^ and when its 
orgaiuzation no longer exists. 

The Emp^r crossed the Sambr^ at Ctoleroi^ irt five 
^o'clock in th^ moriung ofihe jgth- Philippeville and Avesnes 
have been given as the points of re-union. Pipc^ ^f^J^^p 
General Morimd, and odier generals^ have there already ral- 
ISeAk j^art^bf file winyv Marshal Grouchy, in4fh fte^ps 
^^h^ right, is^ ino^^ dalhe^lowej; Saatbre. ^ . 

: iW hlM olp^Ke-^irttoy must have been teij^ grett If we 
myfOig^ fiftym'^the niimber of ttairfards -we hscve tafcitt 
ftdilt thet^ tod fibtti^^^ fteigfri^?^ -moVcmehta which fl*i?jK 
Iiiye'iha^^^-*<mi^^#tib6ti>ecdc^^^ afttf ihe^ro^ 

Aaltbttvdbetecollectedi 1^4^^ to the confusion wliidil^ 
jfi$lc» wfeiia*^*eirfy experience a very coifiidcrabfe losi? 
|«rtkiitari^ ik itur/cavalry, so fatally, thou^ so bra^^-^^tf» 
gaged. Notwithstanding the«, losses, tlos-brRti^cii^^i^ 
Gtk^itaAfy lept «ie pe^on it had taken &cm the^BiS^h, 
M^ikAi abandon^ A: irten die tumuk and diso^Fof ^ 
iftiHr'^ofbiitle forced it In the taidstoftte nigh^Xtf^d3h^ 
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glMliidM yhidi:abOTmb€fcdr tliM» iMHty it wiOSkmot^stn^ 

Ipbc actOlerjr ntas «» noat loovtred witti glory; Tin 
Mnw^tc beloBgSBg to jhe faeid.qnrten TemaiDedl im Ik^ 
otdtofliy poiifdoii 3 jui lettoynde aiovem^iit' bwg* j^tfi' 
noQOi^itr^. tin die course of die nght diqr fett into iiH 
putrnfM hmds. ,,:,;/ 

. Socb vm die result of the batde of Mont St* Je^w 
gbr^ui fiir die Freocb araues^ and yet so ibtaL 



;.,,;;,., ;/ .. nq.vil ., . ^^ .-. . ;;.^. 

A LETTER FROM THE PRINCE OR TI^^ 
. 3M0SKWA (MARSHAL NEY) TO HIS EXCEIL- 
LENCT THE DUKE OF OTRANTO. . 

'" M. IB Doc,— V^ 

Tfee molt fia» and defamiitory . ityp^^^ J^^ve^ JmH 
publicly circulated for. fiom^dfLjs, i^speqdoft d# j^on^biiift 
wluQh I have pursued during, thia.Aoft.^^^ ^njortuipte 
fl^paign. The jouwI« have^iqppite^i tbftvf; 9fl^^ 
^m^h ^d »PB««^ to>nd them ^^^t. Aftf^.hwRijt 
fefB^^dw?^ *wenly4ve years for.my:P9¥?>^y^J(*^;}^wa 
«M wMpodfor its glory ai^indfpendisRf^ 
n^^e I50.a<;c.u8e me of treason; and ffl|di^p(fjjy.j(» ipg^ 
]i|^o|jitt(i^die peoj^ and die army it^^^ <)^^if44^t^ 
^l04i9^t^itfaa^jpl8texperienoed., ,,, _ .vol i^t.g 
^ .CMipelW to break sdenceiwhUeit^is irfw^i FHWIWA^ 
Sfifafc of oneself, and particularly t9 iifpfL^uuu^e^^ ^i^li^ 

dfm.m^fit JfWi %* *^ ; *<Mw»i#rt ojt>dis KifiitkMlIt 
fotinunen^ ui order to lay before you a t)rief4Uid ftidifol 
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i^ebitim dr tfie events 1 fakve iribm^; 6^ ^ ])& dT 
Jium^ I received an oitler from tiiemmbterof w^toreiN& 
%b ibe Imp^rml head qaaiibrs; X bad tafO colttmmi^ and no 
iitfMittatkm upoii tb'e Ibiiie and conlpotitSoik of tbe Briny. 
^eidier flie Umptrot iiot hb knitiistet hUA gtveh md an^ 
previous hint, from wUch I conld antibipat6 thai I should 
he employed in the present campaign ; I was cbnseqtienfly 
tAok onprepar^, Widiont boi^, tdthout equipage and 
without money, iknd I was obliged to borrow the nece^ 
saiy^ expanses of my journey. I arrived on the Iddi, al 
Laon, on the 13th at Avesnes, and on die 14di at BeaiK 
mbnt* I purchased, in this last ^ty, two horses from die 
Duke of TrevisOi with which I proceeded on the 15th, to 
Charleroi,, accompanied by my first aide-de-camp^ ^e on^ 
officer I had with me. I arrived at t^e mommt when 
the enemy, attacked Iby oih* ligHt troops, was retreating 
. upon Fleuriis and Gbsselies.« 

The Emperor immediately ordered me to put inytfslf at 
die head of die first and second corps of infisntry, com-^ 
manded by Lientenant-Oenerals d'JErton and fteiOe, of the 
^Bvisions of lig^t cavaltjr of lieutebant-Oeneral Pire, of ^e 
division of light cavalry of the ga^d under die comfnand of 
liMtetiaiiit-Crekierals Lefebvre De^duettes and Colbert, ad4 
dftWodivisions of tawdry bf<3otmtVkImy, fbrttaing altogi^di^ 
iight diSrif^ion^ of itf^try aild foui^ of caValry. Wididiese 
titepfr, a part of yiAAdtt only I h^ as jret under iny thitne- 
Amt ainhinatht, I piM^ed die etiettiy, and forced hiisi tb 
ih^ecilifteOoits^fie8,Frbkie,Miiiet, ta^^ *ttal^ 

I took up a position for the night, %tdi die ^xctpAti^6t 
#e fihPt bbrps, ^iHliieh'\vlit itill at Mahj&dcfeir, ixA iAAnk 
did not join me until diefbDowlihg d^. " 

Ofe die l6di, I WM b^dered to itttatik dte Bl^&k Ml 
ltarpasidM«tLesQuatrefiiras. Wt MMtktUio^iHmiki 
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iteemj with iftH enthusiasm difficult to be Ascribed. No- 
thing could resist our impetuosity ^ The buttle became general^ 
cind victory was no longer doubtful^ wheni^ at the moment 
that I intended to bring up the fii st corps of infantry, which 
hadF been left by uie in reserve at FrasUey I learned that the 
Emperor hsd disposed of it without acquainting me of the 
circuinstaiice; as wdl as of the divisix^n of Oirard of the 
Aeeond irorps, that he might direct them upon St. Amand> 
and to strengthen his left wing, which was warmly en* 
gag^d Vidth the Prussians. The shock which this intelli« 
gence gave me confounded me. Having now under my 
commimd only three divisions^ instead of the eight upon 
whiioh I calculated, I was obliged to renounce the hopes 
of victory; and, in spite of all my efforts, notwithstandmg . 
the mtrepidity and devotion of my troops, I Could not 
do more than maintain myself in my position till the close of 
Ae day. About nine o'clock, the first corps was returned 
to me by the £niperor, to whom it had been of no service^ 
Thus twenty-five or thirty thousand men were absolutely 
paralyzed, and were idly paraded during the \vhole of the 
battle fr'om the right to the left, and the left to the right, 
vnthout firing a shot. 

I cannot help suspending these details for a moment to 
call your attention to all the melancholy consequences of 
this false movement, and, in genejal of the bad (fisposition 
during the whole of the day. By what fatality, for exam- 
ple» did the Emperor, instead of directing all his forces 
against Lord Wellington, who would have been taken 
unawares, and could not have resisted, consider this at- 
tack tLB secondary i How could the Emperor^ after the 
fassi^e of the Salnbre, conceive it possible to fight two 
battles on the same day? It was to oppose forf^es doubl<(^ 
own, and to do what the military men who were wit- 
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nesses of it can scarcely yet compreliend. Instead of this, 
iia3'Ke left a corps of obsemtioh to watcH tlie PitidSiatlt, 
and marched \vith liis most powerful mafsses to^ siip^ott 
me, 'kiie English army would' undoubtedly have ti^nd^ 
stroyed between Les Quatre Bras and Genappe ; aimi fliai ptj^ 
sition^ which separated the two allied armies; Beln^'Oiie^ in 
our power, would have afforded the 'Einperoif arf ^ppdr*- 
tiiniiy of outflanking the right of the Prussians, aBd -of 
crushing tnem in their turn. I'he general opinion iii Hranc^i^, 
a^irf especially In the army, was, that the Emperor wclulfl have 
.tent liis whole efforts to annihilate first itie 'En^sfc' kriaf'; 
and cncumstances were favourable for the accomplishment 
of such a project : but fate ordered it otherwise. ' ' ' ' '* 

j On the 17th the army marched in the diriection of Mont 
St. Jean. - 

Oi^ the 18th the battle commenced at one o*clock, and 
though the bulletin, which derails it, makes no mention of me, 
h. w not necessary for me to say that 1 was engaged in it. 
Xieutenant-Gen^ ral Count Drouet has already spoken of 
that battle in the chamber of peers. ' His narration is accurate, 
|Witht^e' exception of some important facts which he has 
j>as$ed o|ver in silence, or of w^c(i ne w^s ignorant, and which 
^t f^ noWj pv duty to disclose. , About seven o'clock m the 
^yp^i|:}^l after thf most dreadfi^l carnage which I have ever 
pit^^j^d^ GeBjBral Labedoyere came to me with a message 
^00^ ^he^Enyeror. that Marshal Grouchy had arrived on 
our right, and attacked the left of the united English and Priis- 
sjafls., Tbis general officer, in riding along the lines, 
3pi;^ad.this iiitelli^ence among the soldiers, whose courage 
apd devotion remaiiied unshaken, and who gave new prbois 
QCtjiemat that moment, notwithstanding tne fatiguewroi 
^^hicb.they \ ere exhausted. What was my astonishment, i 
ihoMld rather say n^dignation, when I learned, immediaiSy 
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j|ft(^Wiaras,tbat( 9q far from Marshal Grouchy haying a^ye^ 
to our support ^ the whole army had been assured, between 
iprty. jaynd jSfty tbouaaxid Pri^si^Qs were attfKikmg oi^r ex- 
JyepprigJM, and forcing it to retire ! , .^ : , ^ , ,^ ^ 
< Whether ,;^he, ^Emperor was dec^iyed/vvith^ ^f^^4 ^^ ^^"^ 
tin^€i Yfh^n t^e M^rih^ co^ld support biou or whether the 
^^v^}^f:e of th^ Marshal was retarded by the etforts of the 
enemy longer than was calculated upon,, the fact is, that at 
pe ; moment when his arrival was announced to us. he 
\ya^ ,stil^ only jat Wavre upon the Dyle, which to us was tne 
4a|ne aa if he had beei^ a hundred leagues from the fieijl of 
battle. 

^ A short time afterwards 1 saw four regiments of the 
middle guard advancing led on by the Emperor. Widi 
.these troops, he wished to renew the attack, and io pene- 
trate the centre of the enemy. He ordered me to leaa them 
on. Generals, officers, and soldiers, all displayed the gftsatest 
intrepidity; but this body of troops was too weak long 
to resist the forces opposed to it by tlie ' enemy, and 
we were soon compelled to renounce the tope which 
this attack had for a f^w nioments ' ins^ireiS yeiie/al 
Friant was struck by a ball at my side, and It* iriyVelf 
had my horse killed, and fetf lincler it. ' The'br&v^' lAe'i 
\who have survived this terrible battle wifl,itrust^*de)fm^^^% 
Justice to state^ that they saw me.onfoot'wiil^ swcrftfi&^dh'd 
during th^ whote o^ the eyeiiing, and ttat *l"wa^'^<iii^ *ir 
the , last who quitted the scene of carnage ait ^efaioii^tfl 
'wheii retreat could no longer be' preveniecl. 'At the^IMM^ 
^^ine die Prussians continued their offensiv<^ mbVcm'^i^, 
and our right sensibly gave way: the £lnglis1i'al^6'aavadcetti& 
th^ir tiirp. There yet remained to iis four'squa^ey'6rtll^ 
,^<^Jd guard to protect our, retreat. These brave^gf^nad^' 
the jQower of the army, forced successively to^re&'ej'jfifeli 
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^^nd foot fagr fpoty ^ntil fiaally overpowered by wxab^n^ 
diey lyere almost completely destroyed. From that inpnient 
the retrograde pfiovement was decided, and the army formed 
oothiog but a cpnfused ifi^sfi. There was iKit;, however^ a 
total rout; nor the cry of Sauve ^pU fwt, as has be#n 
calumniously stated io the bulletiu. Asi for myself being cob- 
Stan tly in th^ lear-guacd which I followed on foot^ havnig 
.bad a)l my horsey killed, worn out with fatigue, covered wiiA 
^contusi^ns, ^ nd having no longer streqgth to walk, I owe 
mv life to a corporal who iuip|>orted me in the inavch, and did 
pot abandon me during the retreat. At ^ekven at loag^ I 
me^ Jiieutenant-General Lefebvie Deanouettes; and on9 
of his officers, Major Schmidt, had the generosilgr to give 
V^t tj^e only borie that remained to him^ In ^s wmoA/^x I 
arrived at Marchienne-au-Ppnt at four o^clock in die morn- 
ings alone, withput ^j officers of my sta£^ ignopsbt of Ae 
fate of the Emperor, of whom, before the etA ^ the 
battle T^ b^ fOtirely lost sight, and whe^ J bad reason to. 
believe, was atbe^. liilled or tdten prisoner. Qen/eral 
l^amphile Lacroixy chief ^ the staff of Ae second <?orp8y 
whom J) found in this csii^> having told mt that^^ Emperor 
fras at <?harleroi| I sUpt^s^ that his Migesty intended 
to pbu;^ hims^if »t the l^ead of Mai«h«l 'GrouM^V 
^piypts^ to covert jSambrei apd to fpteiSeb^ to die troops 
tlfc i9[^«anf <^ rallying nefu* Avesnes, and^ mtb tUa petwa* 
^on^^JL proceeded ^> ^^umoiitfbut jpaHset 4rf eavalryfoltow^ 
1^1^ yis t90 closely, ^Qfl h^viug akeady iafwrccfvted the roada^l 
]^fiubei^e ^nd P^^peviUe^ I b^ame sawble-of the tola) 
iinpof s)}^iU^ Qji «jc;restiqg ^ ^agle soldier on that point 4o 
oppose th^ ,pri>gre^ of the victmoiis enenay. I co^tiinn4 
my march upon Av^p^ wh^e I ^uld<riKain nojplett* 
jr^iape con,c«nfiiig t^e Pmp^pr. 

In ibis JState of tbii^^ h^mg po inteUigMo^ of bk 
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hb^l^slfy Mr of tile Major^General, ihe 4tftorder i^crejiUu^ 
sevtoy inatSLUt, aod^ Avith the exception of some «€;$ergQ0 
of the regiments of ^b^ guard and of the hne, every one purdu- 
ipgiik^oxKn inelmatkui, I determined 1o proceed immediatety 
to Paris by St. Quentin, and disclose ofi Kjidqkly as pofsii^l^, 
the tr«ie state of affairs to the Minister of War, that he 
might send some fresh troops to meet the artny, and ra- 
didly adopt tHe nt«a«ur€s vAn^h circumstances re<)uii4d. ' *^t 
my arrival at Bourget, three 4eagne« *oAi Paris, I learned 
<b^; f^e iEmp«ror had i^sed through that place at nine 
o'd9£k in 4b« morning. 

Sttflbj M. 1^ Due, is a faithful history of tirii calaknitoua 
v^tmjiaign. 

• I jww ask Aose who have survived that fine ^d numoi- 
TK^m annji how I can be accused of the dimster^ of whieb 
ik kas been the victim, and of which our military afinak 
ifiirnish no example. I have, it is said, betrayed my coun- 
try-— J who, to serve it, have shewn a ?eal which I have per- 
haps carried too &r ^ but this calumny is not and cannot fee 
supported by any fact or any presumption. Whence have 
tiiiese odiow repeats, wl»ch spread with frightful rapidity, 
arU^F 1^ k^the inquiries whieb I have made on this 
f^cict, I (bad not feared abno«t as much to disc&ver as t9x 
Jie^Donnt of tbe truth, J should de^are that every cir- 
iuun^tan^ee provea thai X have been basely deceived, aqd 
th»t it ia .atftemftotl to covw, under the vdl of treasoq^ 
itm mf^» wA «iirtravsigancBes of this campaign; en-ofs 
iKbieh have net been avawed in the bulletins diat have 
^qpteaved, and ag^st which J have in vam4:aised that voioe 
gS tmHk whi^h I will yet cause to resownd in the Chamber ol. 
Paeesa I expect from the justice of your excellency, i^nA; 
feomywf Iw^M toiv^j'tliat you will cause tbii }«t^ 
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454 APPEKDIX. 

to lie inserted m the jotucanKai^ gi^it,tlm gi;^f^%t.^gf^i^ 

^.i* ,. . : tc - I renew tof your Jii^ci^Uei^c^y, Ifft,; ,^[ ,,,q 

Dinant, June 20tHy 18^?.^.^ ^ 
tlttWlw^t-iaPaftereeiren in^tfceeypnin^ ofJthe.awJoof 
ififte^liwt^I fecehc4 4e fetter of the ©ube.o(f,»alpa^ 
4rhkA 4trcetedne to nuurch on Sti Li^mbert, ^d Ao at|^ 
CtenmPBidow^ I fdl in with the enw^y ai Iwag oiarfflwg 
tk-^^viel Hri ^wlas immediately driven i$.taWavre^#^ 
©fti^W'Vittils^ilife'« corps atUck^ tb« towJ^ wd^vw^ 
^ttrnUy edgttge^ Itie portion of Wavre, onfjAe right^^ 
Iri^ li^le,Srtt8 carried, but much diificHUy was expiwiepped 
hsaebWchfi^ dm the other ride, ©eneral> Girwrd ,i^?^ 
^linddl by' a fcall in the Iweast^ wWle ende^vowfiing^tjo 
feaity'^^«aU of flidge^ in Order to pass the pver^ but i^ 
M/lkdk he did not ftoocieed, and Lieivtenant^Generftl Av(^^ 
bfe^tt kilted lA Ae attack, on the town^-^ In thi^.ata^ flf 
teiigs; teii^ Impartknt (o ccM^perate with l<>m: M^^^ft 
fti^my ««i rt^ iirip&rtant dajr, I detached seJ^reralpqg^ ^Q 
tefttt tbe^ pakage of the Dyle and march ags|insth5jrt91Vfi 
tll^ t^dfpb ei Vvndamiw^ in die meantime^ maintain^^ 
4tt««» «irthe Vhntie, and on the mill, whence d^e,?ppi^ 
ad^ed Mi intwidoiii^ debouch, but which I ffidiiot c^ 
^fe hi-^^ -^kpalA^ of effeotmg, I arrive4 ^tfl^j^^ 
jttSiy«Wb**i^ fcfid the hiSghts were carri^ i^ flj^^^ioft 
«\B&*ltt7'^^ditA« eatahr* r^NiUbtJ^dtn^.H^^aW' ^M 
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APPENDIX. 4&5. 

> ' ' ■ * ^ k ;.v " 

advance further, and I no logger heard, the cannon on the 

^id6 \(^fe^oti^ Majesty ivras engaged. ' *t* ? 

I halted in this situation until day-light. W9tr«'4n4 
Bielge w6<^ t^etrUpied by the Prussians, who, at three in the 
mofhThAg'^^f^^ 19th, attacked in dieir turn, wishing to tak^ 
advantage of the di£Bcult position in Which P w»B^4md ei^ 
pecting to drive me inta ^hf. dffilpii and take the artillery 
wbu^ bad^debpuched, and make jn^ repftss the Dyle» TTieir 
efforts were fruitless.,. The j^rus^i^ were repulsed, and 
the village of ^iel|^e taken. ^The brave General Penney waf 
killed- ' 

^^'G^end 'Vtemdamtnetbeti passed one Wihisi4iivyQ9fiby 
Bi^ge, Wnd carried with eas^ the beigkts ^of Wmt^y^m^ 
iAcfng the' vi4iole of my line &e success waa tomtfidf^^ il 
#as in front of Rozieme, preparing tobkarolLoajBciiffAObl 
^rfVenlireceited the sad intelligencis of die loals of^^fik^t^ 
of Wi^rlG»o. Th^ officer who brought it, iBt(ifrm§Aj,vm 
ihat y6ur Mi^esty was retreating on the SambscVi >>#tKH^ 
beitig able to indicate any particular' point t)a which I al|oi|||} 
direct 'my* iharcb. I ceased to pursue; and b^gaa^y:i^^ 
gk^cte i^etovemetit. The retreating enemif did noifc tb^ qf 
fUll(nHng me. Learning 'that the enemy hbd.«lrefi4y ips^a^^ 
ihe Sambre, and was on my flaidc, and not being aufficiei^ 
^ti-ong to'niak^ a diversion in fevourof your Ma|estyj will^ 
6ut compromising the army, which I eoflnBandejJi^:X,inftfcb^ 
6h Namtir'. At this moment, the rear of^be cx^M^w Wfsrf 
attacked;^ '^Flrat of the left made a retro^jrade »mpi/)e)9^ian| 
sooner Hian was expected, which endangered lor'H.mQnifqt 
ik^ retreat of die left;»but.good disposition^ sooq;repmvr€4 
-every thing, and two pieces which had beeDjt^% wefp; 
rebdveried b^ the brave €Oth dragoons, who bm^ 4^^ 
^ ^howitzer ttotik the enemy. We enteved Namurnvi^tboi^ 
Ic^s.' Th^ loiig^deffie «diich c^Ltanda fimm 4|is, {4l^'* ^ 
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D&ianr^ in wtteh only a Mingfe toluMr esir m^ch, tai di« 

"" embarrassinent arising fiot|^ the mitnerotisr transports of 

woondedy rendered it necessary to bohf ibr a conriiieraMe 

time the taws, m which I had not the means of blowing ufir 

!he bridge. I intmsted the defence of Namor to^ General- 

Vandtrnime, who wMi bis usual ktrepidhj aunntdned him^ 

salf tbere dU e^t in the eveniiig; so thaf/jotfaiDg wa» left 

behind, and I occupied Dinant. 

The enemy has lost some tholisante afmett in tie i^ 

' Mdk on Namor, where the contest was t^ obMinafe; the 

troops have performed their duty in a manner wortl^ of 

praisa* 

(S%ied) D£ GROUGKV. 
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